THE BEST SELLING MAGAZINE FOR THE 

AMSTRtD PCW 



ISSUE 56 ■ JULY 1991 ■ £1.95 



^ 



/ 



Jr 



t 



1 



made simple: fj^ 



Discover the secrets of success 



" f ! 



'•^Of, 



How to fit ^ 3.5" internal drive 
to the PCW8256 - turn to our 
fully illustrated guide 

LOCOPLUS: Five pages of essential 
LocoScript hints, tips and advice 

^COFILE tutorial 

icro Design workshop -^^ 
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A to Z Computers, Freepost, [TK1298), Twickenham, TW1 1BR 

'S'OSI -744-1 834/2354 

Telesales: 9.30am - BOOpm (Man - SatjShowmom: W.OOam - 5.30prri (Man - Sat) 

Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) ^T Q 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 1ST CLASS DELIVERY 



£15.50 

for 10 



CF2-3 " DISKS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



10 off 30 off 100 off 

AmsofI CF2 - Double Sided Single Drive £15.50 E45 00 E139 00 

Maxell CFE - Double Sided Single Drive E15.50 £45.00 £139 00 

Maxell CF2 - D/S {individually cased) £18.50 £54,00 £175.00 

Maxell CF2D - DS/DD for B512 & 9512 £16,50 £54.00.. . .£175 00 

1 oH 3 off 

Amstrad 3" Slorage Box (10 Cap.) £4 95 £12 00 

Lockable Slorage Box (20 Cap) 3.5" ■ 40 cap) £7.95 1:21 60 

Lockable Slorage Box (40 Cap (3, 5" - 80 cap) £9.95 £27.60 

3" Disk Drive Head Cleaning Kil E4.95 £13.50 

(Branded and bulk 3,5". 5.25' DSDD/HD disks.. .al special prices, pfease ring) 
I 



LOCOMOTIVE 



SPECIALS! 



NEW! Locoscript II + Locofile (8) £42.95 

NEW! Locofont Set (1+2) {8) E27.95 



Locofile 8256/851 2 £30.95 

Locofile 951 S £30.95 

Locomail 2 (8) £37.95 

Locofor!! 2 (8) £16.95 

3" Thesaurus (Deluxe) to use 

with Locofile (851 2/9512) £12,95 

Prinler Support Pack £27.95 

I ~ 



Locoscript II + Locospell £36.95 

Locotile + Locomail (B) £45.95 

Locoscript 2 (8) £27.95 

Locoscnpl PC Ver 1,5 £103.95 

Locolink £27,95 

US PC version 1.5 + Locolink .£125.95 
Locospell 2 .,. £24.50 



GAMES 



ALL GAMES WORK WITH 8256/8512 
■ PCW 951Z COMPATIBLE 

" Brian Clough FootBall Fortune ClS.flO 

" Bndge Player 2000 witli Tutor £12.80 

■ BrkiflB Player 2150 Galactica £22.80 

■ Calch 23 E14.2S 

■ Classic Games 4 CompHation E13.95 

■ Clock Chess '89 E13.95 

■ Colossus Bridge 4 .E13.35 

' Colossus Ctiess 4 ..E13.25 

" Cornipiian -—.,,- £18,26 

' CroBsgrid 

(crossword wiihoul dues) £10.95 

■ Cyrus Chess II .£13,25 

■ Hsh El a 25 

G,Gooch's Test Cricket „.,E15 BO 

■ Gnome Rangers El a 25 

" Gultd ol Thieves ,,£18.25 

Hop, Munch, Shoot Collection £12.25 

" IngnO'sBack £12.25 




■ Jinder ..,£18,25 

Lar>CBtot E15,80 

Mindnghier „„ £14,25 

' Pawn E1B.25 

PCW Challenge (Ace, Formula 1 , 
Skywav, Strip Poker) £13.95 

'ScapeghosI £15,80 

■ Schoors Out (5games| £10,95 

■ ScrahbiB £14,95 

SkiCHmbCauernCoiiactton £12,25 

■ Sf»iinp Triangle £15.25 

" Sieve (DaviB Snooker ,„„ E13,25 

■ Tank Attack E1S25 

Telris E1550 

■ The Complete Horne 
Erslertaiomenl Centra ,.-,,„- EI4,25 

■ Time & Maglk £12.25 

" Tomahai^ E13.95 

■ Tnuial PursuH E17.95 



BOOKS 



IS Hour Word Proc Amstrad PCW £6,95 

AilinOneM/ni Office Protes £11,95 

Arnsi S25E 851 2 More Wdpiocessor £9.95 

Desktop Publishina Amstrad PCW E9,95 

Locomail User Guide £19.95 

Locoscript 2 S AmstPCWComp £11,95 

Locoscript 2 S Mall Spall FUe E10,95 

Locoscript 2 User gukje , £19 95 

Locoscnpl Locomail, Loco^iell ES.50 



Looking into Locoscript 2 Amst £15 95 

Mallaid BASIC PCW Intro fi Rel E9,95 

Mastering Amst PCW 8556 8512 £9.95 

OpsGukiBAmslradCPCPCW2 Ed, £20.00 

PCW Machine Code E13 95 

PCW SuparcodB £13.95 

Program Vour PCW (MallaW) E3.95 

Using Amslrad Word Processor E9 95 

Using The Amsliad PCW 9512 £10.95 

80004 Collection E9.95 

Eiploiting AMS PCW9512 £14.95 



FROM 25th JUNE 1991 



• AMSOFT CF2 or MAXELL CF2 

C15.50 (10)..£45.00 (30)..£139 (100} 

• AMX Mouse a Micro Design 2 .EB4,95 

TEQNICKE PCW 102 keyboard, 8255/8512^51: 
compatible £72,95 

ProScan PCW handheld scanner, software 

& Interlace (Crealiue Tech,) £169,95 

• DusI cover (8256/8512/9512) 3 pes set Efl,50 

• PCW 9512 carbon M/S Ribbon E2,70 (1*) £2.40 (30+) 

• FunSchool3(onder5, 5-7, orovar 7yra) E1B,95 

• Original Amstrad CPS Interface £29.95 

— - WHILE STOCKS LAST — 

• Maxifit (Margin Maker 95f 2) £26,50 



RIBBONS 



€2.70 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



PCW 95 1! Csram UuttiElrlke „„ 

PCW951SBIa»FsbrJC 

PCW 3512 Colour Fslflic 

(Red. eiutf. Grepn, Brown, Purple) 

PCWBZ^G.-BSIf CarDOn WulliSDdU-. 
PCW BM6'B51? Black (laQnc) . .,. 
PCW Colour PQDric 
(Rod Slue. Green Sown. Pii/plBf 



u,,, 

fS.70.. 



„ 3., 



..aSO E3,10„ 



„£5,<5 H.95. . 

„f3a) £3,10. . 

-.SSOO .,,£230,.. 
tS,»5 „ C4 9S, 



ID. 30- 
,t2,S0 KM 
,C;,BD ,CZW 

.C4.50 .,..U.50 

a 00 . ..a.K 

.ES.70 .S2.a 
£450 WSO 



(Pnrfle- Ribbons for Slar. Epson. NEC. ParasoPic, Amstrad. DHPrLQ,JiBiiW^,Qume,[)larilQ,Biotl»*r. 
Cannnrlaxan. Man.Tfllly Shirrwa Comniorlofe^ PD A 



DUST COVERS 

e25&'851M5i;iDrrrwrnQr,l.fly&Mraaorn[9i, anli-6lalic, waleipcctol. 

aesm miojr, Uub p^o^rtfl ^,__ „. 

NEWr 9513 dual cover ^el fw mcnUDr, hdybaard & v\r\iv witli Bheel leoiMr „ 

NEW! 951? dual cover lor prfmefwidi^ieeCfwiJer ,. 

Crown dugi nviir B25&a5if |2 K5) 1 k lor inQruicK wiVi kflyboard, and 1 pc lor prinler 
<ari(i stai-c watarproor, aae-ihruf. 



£8.50 

(]pci| 



.,-».«5 

,,isss 



(PC151SM640lPpcl PB 95. PC PDBa |Zf>c) EQ Qfi, P02?J32l33a6 (^) 

SEQrLCID. NEC^2'P2. Pan 112J pnnlerco^rs 



I10.9S, 

1435) 



APPLICATIONS 



rUTECRATED 

UmiOHice P'oiegsiofifli ,, , 
iRe-r6ie^G9 pacKaga) 

WORDPROCESSIHO 
Now WiTilJ 

P-olevuPullvefBiQii) 

Tacwora &00D ____,.„ 

TasSptf IL aOW „-TTT.. 

DATABASE 

DbFisa 2 -^H.. 

Ralneva. 



m^i^ 



, „E49M 

.,£A4 55 
—EMM 



Mi!^[K"ile BOOO- — ,„-^^-,-^„„ E3e,95 

SPREADSHEET 

SupaccBlc 2 (Cono Aswf t39.95 



Cracker 3 i jrt» "Plus', , 



ACCOUNTS 

Money hJar^oger 

Saga Poouiar AccounU,- 



SagB Pop Acco jr>lK Pk4^- 

SagePoo li^woicirtfl ^.- 

Sage Pop Payroll 



-£101.95 
.....03.95 



COHMUNICATKW 

Sage Cfiji Clia[ ,^1,95 

Sags Criii ChaE 4 Modwi S^^.95 

TUTOn 
Touch 'n' Go , 



TwalmgarcQFharslcnllanfiyst} 

Crash Course Tulv (lartiyBl)„_ _. 



uiiLrrv 

Ea&v LaHKer . 



£18.9& 

,.,„„,E12.95 



.,£34,95 



Per»ral EicelEence (lemyib. _ -,ClS9^ 

Flippar 3 NEW! , _,tM 95 

fOiertarO C37 95 

AM* ^^OL^U■ DasHop i;59,&5 

srtJckrTHrtei 2 fs^gs 



DESKTOP PJBUSHIHG 

M cro Oei.gfi 2 iDTP) -...C44,S& 

UD^irQr^MiDraryJ^di&hHlolDxna fonls, „C7595 

Slop PreH (DTPf . . P36,9E 

AUKmnjEa.i-h^ii:jQ[>a6igri?pT?paLJiaos]-, Ca*,^ 
AMX FTKiuse ■■■ Slop Press £?l,9S 

GRAPHICS 

Hfl^ier^sn - PH>rii Pack,,, 



Maalerscan £44JS 

Picucan PCW tant Md scanner, utMore 

■4- ir;iflriai:a (C T f EIKM 

PEniPHERAL&ADQ-OHS 

AMX mau5B - inlerlaca , f:42,95 

OngiriELi Amslrad aat-'SBt [rWeriaDS (ctx SJ9\ .CZB95 
SCAftar/ser inrerTace Pna »*ioch ■- calenOar Ki,K 

SCA 5l?K HAM uograde QPflS 

5CA 76flK flAW upgrada _,._ _._.ilI6» 

PCW loyfiinsi inienai:e,— „..,J1TiO 

OuiclislioEluiboloyHLdi,, ._..._..__ —CT.ftS 

MISCELLANEOUS 

9512 Daiftvwliooia JS,fl5 

Pnniercablu|D?5'Cen 30) 

Pr'ni«rcaDia|CBr»36.Cen3a) 

pwiivCen 3S switcfi box 

2 way ^nal D25 ^wilch tnt 

Jwa^Cen 365m[cfi0o»., 



1735 

,- EB.B5 



.,.€25.95 



* *fl/ SBiial D25 swiEch boji _.._ GS B5 

Prtnlsr eiTsn^iori laad iBZSfi/QSl?) Zpc& rC14.S5 

Pn flier Birgnsion (gad (951 3J i14 95 

1 1>2 keyE PCW lull Eua compaLbla 

hayboard (Teqn>cna) £7295 

9512 aurpiJiesl fMtler Eas,95 

MI^Ji Unirgin Make* rej _.. CI3 W 

MfljiliH Margin Maker 9513) E2G50 

Si^fi-ixton igi\ adhesive EobslB 

(1 ''16 ■3lvporlMQ),_._ _ £?.» 

Motiiemal ^sLaiflard} £3,95 

Mouse mal fsno'igltick rybbor) £Bfl5 



EDUCATIONAL 



C16.95 

each 



Fun School Sunder 5'5 

Fun Scliool 3 5-7 yrs 

Fun Sclioai 3 7 and over 

Micro EnglistiG.C.S.E £1995 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £19 95 

Business Franch ,.,„._.,_,_,.,. 

Business Spanish 

Business German 



Magic Maths (4-8| 

Maths Mama (8-12),.,, 
Bstler Maths (12-16),., 
Betlei Spelling (S- 14), 



£12.50 

each 



C44.95 

each 



German Master E15 95 

1 



Junior Ptayiinie (4-8 yrs) .„ , 

Ultimate Ouir (5-Adutt) 

Ultimate Sums {5-mid laarvsj, j 



£9.95 

each 



^to Z Computers 

132 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN 



* Prices subject lo change wiihojl notice, and for UK & BFPO 
orders only. 

• Quantity orders please ring, callers welcome. 

-* Official orders from edur^tion & Govt, ajlhorily are welconia (£50 

rrin.) 



>NING MENU 



FUTURE PUBLISHING, BEAUFOHD COUflTi 
30 UOHHOUTH STREET, BATH DA1 20W 
TEL 012S 442244 FAX 022S 44«>ig 



EfMTOfl Saphm L^nkanau 
ART EDirOH Hamet Athay 
TECHNICAL EDiTCHt Karen Oonaghay 
VTAFF WRITER hfl^rtm le PokJevIn 
DESIGN ASSISTANT Paul Tudor 
ADVERTISEMENT HAHAQER Elaine Braohs 
ADVERTISEMENT EXECUTIVE O^vid Coultds 
AD PRODUCTION Fr^ncD^ P?lsrs 
PKODUCTION TECHNICIANS Simon Windsor. 
Chni SiDCker, Je*Qina C^ougli 
AD SERVICES CD-ORDIKATOfl Annie Grooow 
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR Gu? Hartlev 
PUBUSNER SpfEian Sl^nSliBld 
PUGLISNIHO DIRECTOR Kevin Can 

ART CONTRIHUTOn* 

COLUMN ILLU»TRATI0H Jolyon Webb 

0225 31753? 

COVER PHOTOQRAPtfr JcmaiTian Fisher 

Phologrdphv 0225 33P62G 
PKOTOGRAPHV Stuart Whale DE25 J8I999 
COLOUR ORlOlNATlON RCS ReprQ. 

The MalliriQE, Tftfln Hoad Newton Abboltr Oeuon 
'0626334545 

PRINTED AND BOUND BV CnaSB Webb, Si 

IveG Campanv. St Austell Cemwell 
DIBTRIBUTION (UK maut EIRE) 

f Ulirro PubritMing Hd 0225 442344 
lOVERSlAt} COMAG Lib OeeS 444D5& 

FUTURE PUBLISHING, 

THE OLD BARN. SOMERTOH, 

SOMERSET TA1 1 TPV 

T€104M 74011 

MAIL ORDER QUERIES Ju^hn WhBrTDn 

SUBSCniPTIOH ENQUIRIES Chn&Une SFacay 

G FUTURE PUBLISHINO LTD 1«1 

tmoo Plus IB an irnjependem tKJbiiciii»tm Fuiure 
PubiAhino Lid have no link wrh AmEirad pic 
Wfl *etojrne tomnbunons 'rori leaders - but canrnji 
imaenakp 10 reply TO oil ci>ne$por>deni:B, even ir an 
5AE ■!> included PaymDnl lor accepEsd 'ipdance 
ijitidea 's madB 4 Wpe^s alar publicalKJn dale 
ATe lake greol care to snuie ifiar MJhal we r>nn] fi 
BCCLvaL9. bin ab cannot accogl linbllHy for any 
miuiakflB o< miBwmi^ No Dan oT ms puWitaiiwi mav 
w reproduced m any torm wiinoiir our perniiSBian 
aac - Jul - Dec W - 25J»9 

TOUR OUARAHTTK OF VALUE' 

This iniiga;ir;e comr-c rrorrt FuW'^i PuDli<h>nQ. a 
compdny loundediualsia years ago. butivhicti non 
uliq maia famputar maoazinK ittan any cx'b'i^^' 'r> 
0'ilflin WeoFF^ 

Dvllvr edvlcv. Oui HUes are packed mih iipa, 
nu^gotlion^ iiO eiplanBlory fealures, vmllen Dy Ihe 
besl m [Iw business 

Sfronaer nvteHt- we fsavs a casl jron Qoiicy <fl 
ediloJial indeuertdancs. and ol^ reviews give cteai 
Duying ■f-aynmendabons 

Clearer daalgn Vou niped aoiid inlonnaEian taEl 
So our oesigneis FtifltiliQlil key eionienlB by irerng 
charts, diagrams, summary twie? and flnnatalea 

(lIlDtOQiDphS 
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readers c(iiiiribLilHQn& re^uHnng t\ the livWiOEl letlers 
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rriagd jines js hha laming a namnal user poi^i 

BelUr value Iv rUDnoy, More pages, beller quality 
Fiiagazines you can trusl 
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ConohAr b'E'iiE VDy tfiKHir CvninDOffe f arnial ^ega Fhi^ir 

*jhga PhVf *ii.tjfl SiioWH PC AnwBii 




45 INSTALLING A 3.5" DRIVE 



10 PRINTING MADE SIMPLE 



FEATURES 



10 EXTERNAL PRINTING 

Abandoning ihe PCW's native primer for a different 
model is all very well - hvil how can you gel the best 
nut of your new purchase? We take a look at live 
popular external printers - and see just how well 
they meel the PCW challenge 

26 SOFT OPTIONS SURGERY 

Still confused by the 8000 Plus Soft Opiions disc? 
Turn to our trouble shooting guide! 

45 INNER SECRETS 

We show you how to til a 3.5" internal drive 10 the 
PCW82S6 - in twelve easy steps 

48 REPAIRERS GUIDE 

If your PCW breaks down, help is ai hand - and it 
mighi be closer to home than you think. Turn lo our 
direclory of the nation's PCW repairers and find oul 
if there's one near you! 

57 MINI OFFICE SPECIAL 

Use ihe power of ihe Mini Office spreadsheet lo help 
record your sports scores! Tony Hart shows you how 

LOCOPLUS 

20 LOCOSCRIPT SURGERY 

LocoScript made logical - by the experts 

23 LOCOTIPS 

The best of your own LocoScript tips on parade! 

24 LOCOFILE TUTORIAL 

Wc team up LocoFile with LocoMail - and show 
you how to distribuie your correspondence! 



REVIEWS 



34 PR08256 

SCA Systems have released a brand new 
performance booster for the PCW8256. Karen 
EXinaghay puis it through its paces 



43 THESAURUS 

How do you use a ihesatirns - on your PCW? 
Wicked wordsmidi Martin Le Poidevin finds oul 

REGULARS 



5 NEWS PLUS 

All the latest Industry information! 

14 PROTEXT GUIDE 

How to use Pmiext's built-in spell checker 

30 CASE IN POINT 

Karen Donaghay visits a school for trainee 
Journalists 

39 MICRO DESIGN WORKSHOP 

Using CT's brand new- utiiiiies disc! 

51 SPEAKEASY 

Software Imperaiive's Andy Wilton speaks out 

53 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Secure a year's supply of 8000 Plus! 

55 LANGFORD 

60 BEGINNERS' GUIDE 

62 LISTINGS 

69 GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 

75 TIPOFFS 

Five pages of inside informaiion about your PCW! 

52 SPECIAL OFFERS 

Shop in ihe comfort of your own home 

85 POSTSCRIPT 

.^ir your i lews - here 

90 COMPETITION! 

Win a ?iS' internal drive - worlh over £901 



Move 
PC word p 
without st 



over again 



^^2k-.*N- 







The thought of upgrading from your Amstrad 
PCW to a fully fledged PC probably fills you with 
dread. 

Learning new software. Re-entering all your files. 
You have to wonderwhether if s really worth doing. 

Well, wnth LocoScript PC and LocoLink you can 
do away with all that. 

Because LocoScript PC works in just the same way 
as LocoScript on your PCW, but is much ^ter and 
has all the features you'd expect of PC software. 

Like split screen editing, mixing fonts in a document 
and phonetic spelling correction. It also has LocoSpell, 
LocoMail and LocoFile already built-in and support 
for almost every printer available. Whether a 
simple matrix or a more sophisticated laser printer. 

Yet, unlike other PC software, you'll find it very 
easy to use. 

And with the addition of LocoLink, your PCWs 
documents can be automatically transferred to 
your new PC in just a few minutes vrfiile keeping all 
your existing layouts and styling intact. 

To find out more, simply fill in the coupon or phone 
Katy Buchan on 0306 740606 for details of your nearest 
authorised dealer. 

You'll discover that mo>nng up to a PC writh software 
that's already femillar, can be simple and painless. 

LocoScript M 

I Please send me more information on LocoScript PC ' 

Name 



Address . 



Postcode. 



. Tel: . 



LOCOMOTIVE 

SOFTWARE 

Doiking BuEinesB Park, Doikmg, Suirey RH4 lYL 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED. NOTHING YOU DONT, 




LocoScript PC costs £125 and LocoLink costs £29.95. Prices exclude VAT. Locomotive Software, Dorking, Surrey RH4 I YL 




S(Hihl« Lankenau ■ Editor 



Welcome to this month's 6000 Plus! 
We've been fairly swamped by printers 
this month, as you may have gathered 
from the cover. You have to have quite 
a huge desK to accommodate some of 
the larger models; but that, as your 
letters have indicated, is the least of 
your worries. External printers are 
becoming increasingly popular among 
PCW owners - especially those of you 
who are interested in DTP. But all too 
often, the excitement of trying out a 
new printer Is quashed by a complete 
lack of operating instructions. Fear 
not; this month's round-up of some of 
the more popular models alms lo clear 
up some of those tricky problems 



Involved in persuading a printer to 
behave itself when asked to carry out 
seemingly simple tasks. So. If you're 
having difficulties, turn lo page 10 for 
some instant solutions! 

SOOO Plus has rather a bias 
towards the 6256 this month. The 
machine is reportedly selling better 
than ever before at the moment, and 
the Industry is coming out in support 
of that fact We've bean delighted to 
review SCA Systems' clip-on 
performance booster tor the machine, 
Pro6256. Not only does it equip your 
PCW with some very welcome extra 
memory, H also brings extra flexibility 
to the machine with its dual port 



News Plus 

We're also showing you how to install 
an internal 3.5' drive to the S256 on 
page 45; it you choose to invest in 
both this and SCA's product, you're 
well on the way to having a truly turtra- 
Gharged PCWI 

Now we realise that internal drives 
are costly additions to the machine; 
technology, for all its appeal, rarely 
comes cheaply enough to make it an 
Imperative investment. So. we are 
pleased to offer you the chance lo 
acquire a drive free of charge - in ihis 
month's competition. Turn to page 90 
and make sure that you're in with a 
chance to win! But first, let's gel down 
to a jam-packed July issuel 



TOGETHER AT LAST 

LocoFile and Supercalc 2 join forces in new software promotion 




Th«s« two programs are united In a new OUons promotion. Tfie familiar 
lace of LocoFile remains unclianged. Supercalc2 on tfie other fiand sports 
a new design to mark Ifie occasion 



Two leading programs for the PCW are 
being united in our local high street. You 
can now walk into any branch of electrical 
retailers Olxons and pick up both LocoFile 
and Supercalc 2 in one bundle. 

This meeting of the two giants could 
transform the image of the PCW. LocoFile 
is a best-selline database and Supercalc is 
a leader in the spreadsheet market. 
Together they could kill the misconception 

THE LANGUAGE 
BARRIER 

Asian languages such as Gujerati or 
Bengali are often ignored in the computer 
world. Few word processors and desk top 
publishing packages account for the fact 
that English is not the only language 
spoken in this country. 

Now there is a new guide that should 
point out exactly what is available. It is 
called "Computers and Asian Languages" 
and IS written by Richard Raby. The report 
covers programs tor a range ot machines 
including the PC, the BBC, the Atari and, ot 
course, ttie PCW. 

The report can be obtained from 
Richard Raby, Oric, 7-8 Commercial Road, 
Oldham, OLl IDP or by calling (C5U 
6264130. The price is £10 lo individuals 
and community groups and £20 to local 
authority departments and institutions. 



that the PCW is 'just a word processor'. 

The reasoning behind the move is that 
the trio of word processor, database and 
spreadsheet are seen as the vital 
components ot a business system. A 
spreadsheet can help with the economics, 
a database can change the way that you 
keep information and a word processor 
replaces the typewriter. 

While Locomotive are famous for 



MICE WORK 



LocoScript and (to a lesser extent) for their 
database LocoFile, they have never 
developed a PCW spreadsheet. The alliance 
with Computer Associates, who produce 
Supercalc 2, is one way to present a 
complete soluhon to the buyer. Dinons are 
backing the move with a massive 
promotion ot the package, 

"We make a good team", said Jane 
Dagnell from Locomotive Software. The 
Dixons promotion adds database and 
spreadsheet capabilities to the PCW for a 
highly competitive price.' 

Persuasion tactics include rolling 
demonstrations in every Dixons branch and 
access to Dixons support service which 
gives advice over the telephone. 

"We felt that it was essential for the 
customer to have quick and easy access to 
someone who could put them on the right 
course," said Neil MacDonald from Dixons, 
The service is provided via an '0898' 
number, charged at 45p a minute. 

The price of this double decker pack is 
£79 excluding VAT (or £89 for those who 
need to upgrade to LocoScript 2), 
Separately LocoFile and Supercalc? would 
cost £93.90. The package will be widely 
distributed through Dixons and other 
computer shops throughout the UK. 




Creative Technology are hard at wofk on their li 
DTP-related product - a revoluhonary mouse for 
PCW. CT say that KeyMouse Ifor that is what it i 
called), will provide a 'quantum leap in quality". 

In a major departure from the traditional 
rodent design, KeyMouse will be attached 
directly to &ie PCW keyboard, (All existing mice 
on the market are attached to the expansion 
port at the back of the machine.] 

II will also offer a higher resolution than its 
competitors, and the mouse can react to hand 
speed. So, if you move the mouse very quickly 
over an inch of the table it will move a long way 
across the screen. Move the mouse very slowly 
over an inch of the table the cursor moves less 
distance. This gives the user a choice between fast work and liner, more delicate work, 

They also plan to include 'upgrade versions of MicroDesign 2 and ProScan" in the 
paella ge. The upgrades are needed to make the tuo programs compatible with the new 
mouse. A prototype is the popular Naksha mouse lor the Atari ST but KeyMouse will have 
its own distinctive logo. One word of warning. CT have pointed out that the launch of the 
new mouse is not imminent, but hope to have it on the streets before the Autumn, 



Tako one Naksha mouse, add 
another button plus the 
KeyMouse logo and you have a 
fair idea of what the new 
mouse will look like 



by Karen 
D n a g h a y 



Big mistake 

if any of you were 
confused or frustrated 
by John Eade's listing in 
May's Tipoffs, which 
enabled you to produce 
large characters on die 
9512, you had giMd 
reason. There Mere one 
or two errors therein. 
The truth will be 
revealed If you send an 
sae marked 'Big Text 
listing' to 8000 Plus, 
30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath BAl 2BW. We'll 
despatch a printed 
copy of the (correct) 
orisinal in return. 
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ADVANTAGE! PCW 



- FEATURING THE BEST PD, ^ *■■* -^ - 



Ouf prices 
include VAT 
& Postage 




SHAREWARE & COMMERCIAL 
PROGRAMS FOR THE PCW 

• TRIED & TESTED 

• MENU-DRIVEN WITH INSTRUCTIONS 




^11 



REGULAR MEMBER 
PRICE PRICE 



QTV 

1 Disk E6.95 E5.55 

2Disks £11.95 £9,55 

3 Disks £15,95 £12,75 

4 Disks £19,95 £15.95 

Over 4 Disks £4,95 £3,95 

EACH EACH 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



VinBIAOE C«.S5 

Based on ths popular TV Owl "COUNTDOWN" Make the 
longesi He'd cou car Irom youi cfioaen letlets " VERB ■ 
CONSONANT- , Sie compulet will do llie same. The kmsesl 
wpid winei Eiioellenl graphics and gamepla/. 

TtHviA ouiz ee.es 

A mul[i-chcFice game wilh plenlv ol lasl-adlon graphics arKj 
spund. compatiEive scorlrtg and a wide vanety of quesliens 
Fun lor all ages. 'Guaranteed complelely InviaT - 8000 Plus 

SLIDER CB.SS 

A unjque computer version ol Iha popular mechanical sliding 
squares pu?;le5 Pictures are divided up on a grid ol squarss, 
then miied up, your task rs to slide Ihem around to re- 
a55Bmbl* the prctures 

PCW DRAUCIHTS £6.95 

A well- presented and challenging version of Ihe popular board 
game, played against Hie computer. Large, clearly presented 
board making the most of PCWs hl-resolutlon graphics. 

FUN & 0AM ES ES.Bfi 

Plenty ol entertain mam with Ihese well-known classics - 
Pacman. Space Invad&rs. Bomber, Mare Game, Hungry 
Snake, Pressup, Ping-Pong, Relum To Arg, Game ol LHe, 
Bugs a Golf 

PIT VOUR WITS ES.SS 

PH your wits against Ihe cohipuler wilh these popular games - 

Chess, Othello, Mastennlnd. Spellrl, Rubiks Cube. Stone 
(Awflh), Erorhylhm Ploltar, TIcTacTo and Word Search Puiile 

Maker 

JUNIOfI CHALLENGE EB.BS 

An anfenainmg selection lor youngsters - Aerial Antics, 
Baltleships, Burglai Bill. Car Park Blues, Fly Race. BiDlJcal 
Hangman. WaslerMind. Post Haste. Solitaire. Table TesLer. 
Widgel Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS CG.SS 

Sianrek. Limar Lander, Merchant, Trsde. Boggle, Bssetiali 30 
Noughis S Crosses, Chase, Ouesi, Homonyms. Horse Racing. 
Ciuil War, Baccarei. Craps, Hjni The Wumpus, Swarms, 
Blackjack. Square. Craiy-S, Hangman Amarican Foolball, 
Queen. Spies, Nim, Dots, Drsgrace, Pllol, Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE ES.B5 

The lamous game which originated on mam frame cpmpulers. 
wilh save and re-load, Ptus BESTIARV, "A well-produced, 
novel adventure" - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE CB.SS 

Four enlerlaining cuir games from Nemesis.- The Thai of 
Arnold Blackwood, Arnokf Goes To Somewhere Else, The 
Wise And Fool Of Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. "A good 
challenge lots of hints and tips and a good range of responses" 
- 8000 PLUS 

LOGO LOGIC E6.B5 

Educaiional programs lor DR-LOGO (supiMied with your 
PCW)j. Plan the shortest route wrih AIRLINER, Play 
ANAGRAMS and HANGMAN, use DRAWING wilh Ihe LOGO 
lurtla. Writs and print tunes wrlh MUSIC printer and use the 

DISC LABEL PRINTER. 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS CB.9S 

PCW-ORAW - simple drawing program - create, save, adit, 
prini pictures BIO-MOJ^PH Slart wilh a simple figure after a 
few generations you have a sel ol complex and unique 
creatures Plus GRAPHIC ROfJTINES and README for 45 
character PCW screen width. 



WORD - SPREAD . BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £6,95 

A poi^Brful WordSt-jr-like edilor which oHers lull screen exiling, 
full blQch operaiians, windawlrtg, ^utornailc honzontal scroll 
(line length up to 255 cFraraclers), macro lunct^n^. ward-wrap, 
tonriatting, pkfllnation, tind'repiace, pagination, urxlelete and 
more. 

SPREADSHEET C6.95 

For hoJUB accounts, mortgage rflpayments, business and 
multiple calculdbon enerciEes. 6D rows by 2B columns. Menu- 
driven - enter ifiJrt, numeric value or cafcuJalion (♦ - x / whh 
refarance to any cell or toral). Pnni lacilHy and documanlalion. 
DATABASE €<,S5 

A ^iciail relational database tor siormg simple data and 
producing reports Irom the data. Uses Iree tormal auary 
ranguage with macros and commands plu-s orr-llne heip. A 
good introducEion lo the concept o4 daiabases. Disc also 
COntdJn^ a useful Invsntory Dalabaso. 

KEVBASE II C6.99 

Menu dnwen Record Sel Up, Data Entry, Erase, Count 
Records, Set Report Fields. Pun Report Search. Display Lasi 
Outpul, Pspeal Last Search, Search A Extraci. Set Key lnde:<. 
Print Records Capscily llrrflfed on Shareware version 
"KeyBase is well designed simple 10 use and it worhs. A good 
vaiua database " - BOOO PLUS. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER CS.gS 

Does lor calculalions whal your Word Processor does for ten!. 
Retrieve mathematical etpressJone (formulae) from disc tiles, 
calculate iheir results, modily ihem and store them back on to 
disc Create files of formulae. Menu prompts and on-line help. 
Up to 15sig ligs,, over 1 00 characters, arithmetic, trig, log and 
% enpressions 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX CG.9S 

Ktfep ii mailing list, addressbook, club rnembership frfe or 
catalogue your recotdfi. CD's, alamps or books. Similar to a 
card jnbe>i sysiem or Flofa;*, comes with sort and printer 
routines. Easy lo use, 

HOME ACCOUNTS CS.95 

A new home accouniing program written by a UK author wilh 
all the facilities you need lo Ireck your bank account and plan 
your budget 

HOME VIDEO C6.99 

Keep track ol your video collection wJth this purpose-built 
program Offers lour Sort oplions and Forms Management 

System to print in order ol tHle number, video nurriber global 
alphabetic or unique. 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE GS.es 

Record your valuables tor house contents insurance Or ho* 
much money you're spending, lhe value ol your slamp 
collection, the value of your assets. Or use a simple sLock^ 
taking program 

PRINT MASTER [dot itulrlif] ES.S5 

Now you can use your PCW and pnntor to good affect by 
designing and printing your own customised Letlerheada, 
Slationery, Calendars and Greeting Cards- Also p'inis signs 
and banners 

PRINTMASTER TOOLBOX {2dl«k mBt| E11.9B 

Features a witre range of o^'er 600 graphics for use with 
Pnnlmaster plus GALLERV program lo view graphics on- 
screen belore pnnting. 

I.ETAFONT (dot malriA) E8.95 

Change Ihe letlers and revitaljse you' PCW screen with thrs 
set of 16 new fonts Works wilh most CP/Mbased programs 
Edit your own set ol lonis arnj even pnnt Ihem out, 

EXPERT SYSTEM C6.S5 

Use your computer for decision maHing, and problem 
analysis ButW up a knowletJge base on any subject Iheti. by 
answering a series of questions, reach a logical conclusion 

THE DESKMASTER es.9S 

Comprises a desk-top appointments calendar, calculator. 
memo-writer, card-file database. Plus Labet Rnnler, Home 
Accounts, Mortgage Calculator, WeaLher Forecaster. 

KERMIT a FRJENDS CS.S5 

Plenty ol pnnorams tor data Iransfer belween computers 

(local/ remoie) Access Viewdata, Presiel, Databases and 
Bulletm Boards With Kermii, UKModemT, MEX and venous 
communications utilities. 

HI-HO FILE TRANSFER E6.95 

Originally issued at commercial pnces this very 
straightforward menu-driven program offers lasl file transfer 

in and out ol your PCW {needs senal interlace and null 
modem cab(e) 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMEn CS.SS 

A complete Zao AsseniBlet creates an eiBCulable COM 

G'ogram from your AsaemblBr lile. Plus ZSO Dtsassembler. 
ebugger, Library. 8060 Disassembler. Z60 to G080 

TranslBlor, ulilllies. 

DAZZLESTAR EB.SB 

The powerlul Z8D Disassembler wilh Full sel of associated 
utilities. 

THE C PflOORAMMER CB.9S 

Ndi sure which (anguage to go for? Try Iha Small C 
Compiler, a practical and useable introdjclion to C. The disc 
includes source code ahd documenlation. Produces 
eAecuIabia COM pregrams- 

C TOOLBOX C6.K 

Examples ol C al work. C source {tor a vanety ol compilers] 
Aith .COM programs. As a bonus the programs are quite 
uselul too 

PflOLOa - 80 £6.95 

Fascinallng mlroductton lo Ai. I/O conirol. database 
manipulation, global variables, arrays, bloclts. unification etc 
Wtih editor 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £6.95 

Find out more about this tascinating Artilicial intelligence 
interpreter. Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 disk sal) £1 1 .95 

A prolessional-quaiity Pascal Cr^mpiler Ahiob comes with 
extensive documentation and plenty ol source code 
eiernples 

GDI NO FORTH C6.9S 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces 
etecutabie programs. With extensive documentation, library 
RIbs. utilities 



SAVE MONEY! 

Join Our new PCW Club and 
get 20% off all Disks 
Technical support and Special Offers 
on Commercial Programs. 
Members;. .£10.95 (EC Countries) 
£13-95 {Non EC Courtries) 



UTILITIES 



IN9TA4IENU CG.95 

Locoscript-slylQ menu presentation lor CP/M programs E<iLy 
access to user areas, simple cursor-cor^trolled program 
selection for running, typing, erasing &na copyirig programs A 
good "Iront end" 

IN.CONTR0L Ee.9B 

FILE CONTROL features Copy, Oelele, Rename. Pnnt Change 
User Number, Change Attributes, Log. Sort, Go To and Word 
Processor-slyle [exl file editing. DISK CONTROL features Disk 
Map, Disc Parameters. Sector Editor, File Editor and Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES C6.g5 

NSWP NewSABop orLs l<ey erase, copy rename and prlnc plus 
many olher features. SUPERZAP Disk sector editor - edit by 
IracWsscIO' or by filename. DISCKITA disk formatter, 17ak 
data format and S 1;4- second dnve, SCREEN BLANKER plus 
a do?en more uselul programs. 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES £6.95 

Print ten (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your pnnier, SORT a 
Ills Into alphabolical order. WORD COUNTER lor Locoscnpt or 
ASCII, WSCt.EAN, CALENDAR GENERATOR SPELLING 
CHECKER, SCORING CARD, BANNER Printers, 
TYPEWRITER emulator, SETPAPER, SETPRINT paper and 
primer conirol. 

DISK ORGANISATION E6.95 

CATALOGUE your disks and produce a pdnled indei, archive 
lites and save disk space, MENU SYSTEI^. FILE DATING 
SYSTEM, DISK UTILITY, SOUEEZBUNSQUEEZE will save 
up to 40% disk space 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER E33.95 

COBOL IS an industry standard data processing language, 
suitable lor business applications. Based on ANSi-IS?'! 
Standard COBOL. Nevada features runlime error messages, 
random access and sequential files and Integration of 
assembly language using Ihe DR MAC assemtjier 

SPECIAL 
NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER OFFER 
Offers lloaling poinl lo t4 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler. 26 built-in lunctlons, 9 built-in 
procsdurss, 15 f/O funmions, rarKlom, sequential arvJ indexed 
fife I'O functions, histogram activity analyser ar>d access to 
system calls. 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER C33.9S 

Adheres closely to the ANSI <3.S-fB66 standard wiih soma 
1977 eilensions Advance leatures Include THEN. ELSE, 
COPY CHAlNing and TRACE With Iwo-pass assembler, 
random I/O lite. 25 general purpose suOroutine/lunctlon library 
and runtime error reoorts No linking, 

MIX C COMPILER C33.9S 

A prolessional quality C compiler which produces stand-alone. 
executable .COM tiles Irom your C source code. Closely 

adheres to the anginal Kernighan -Ritchie standard with lull 
floating point arithmetic. Ideal for newcomers lo C as the 
manual includes a very good tutorial section with plenty of 
examples. 

MIX C EDITOR split screen, WordStar compatible with 

manual C19.95 

MIX C TUTORIAL EXAMPLES ready typed ready ro 

compile CS.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBHARV A ASM UTILITIES El 0.95 



I- A A jj 



■ fllE MIX C -JWORKS- - All the above items togetner for 

just E49.B5 



Thinking of changing your computer? Then contact 
Advantage BEFORE VOU BUY We offer free advice lor 
home and business users. Advantage are stockists lor 
a wide range of commercial programs for the PCW, 
Atari ST, Amiga 800. PC and BBC computers - call in or 
phone for details. Dealer enquiries welcorne 



LOCOSCRIPT PC E124.00 

LOCO-LINK PCW-PC file transfer cable and SW. E29.9B 

TEN MAXELLVPANA50NIC 3' DISKS E19.BS 

TEN SOLID PLASTIC DISK CASES E3.B5 

PRINTER CABLE Cun1iani< [o SS-tvay D-type C12J)B 

NULL.MODEM CABLE lor lile transfer 

25-wayD-lype e)2.95 

Four ways to buy: 

rn PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
' ' ACCESS or VISA number. 

\2\ FAX: 0242 226755 

' 3 I POST your cheque or Postal Order 

I 4 I COLLECT from our showmom 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ Tel: 0242 224340 



News Plus 



OH BROTHER! 

Brother have jtist announced the addition of 
two new ink jet printers to their range. This 
comes as no surprise at a time when ink 
jets are gaining a reputation lor good value 
and high-Quality results, 

TTie new pr liters are called the the HJ- 
770 and the HJ-lOO and while one is 
destined for the office the other would be 
just as suitable to take on the road. 

The HJ-770 is the bulkier of the two. It 
can handle paper as large as A3, making it 
a good choice for soreadsheet users. On 
the other hand, the HJ-lOO is a portable 
printer thai Brother say is "no bigger than a 
sheet of A4 paper. " 

The benefits of both are common to all 
ink let printers. They are almost silent, the 
quality is excellent and they are last. This 
makes them a good substitute for the 
rrore expensive laser printer. An added 
bonus IS that both printers can cope with 
continuous stationery, 

Ottier features include a range of 
possible printer emulations. These include 
the IBM ProPrinter and the Epson LQ1050 
making it a safe bet for the PCW user. The 
HJ-770 boasts a variety of fonts while the 
portable HJ-IOO has a NiCad battery which 
will allow you lo print 40 pages beiore it 
needs recharging. 

The recommended price tor the two 
printers is £749 for the HJ-770 and £345 
tor the HJ-lOO. 

For more details, contact Brother 
Business Machines on (0611 3306531. 



SING ALONG WITH PHIL 




Brother's entry into the ink jet 
market has produced this neal, 
portable printer for C345 



It you want to produce legible and 
professional music scores then Phil 
Shapiro could have the answer. He is a 
musician who uses The Composers' Pen in 
his daily work routine: arranging and 
transcribing music for people who lack the 
know-how themselves. Now he wants to 
pass on his expertise. 

"I am training people to use 
Composer's Pen to the full, especially 
where it needs to be integrated with 
MicroDesign and LocoScnpt 2," Phil 



explained. He is certainly no stranger to 
the teaching discipline and also runs a 
music correspondence course called "The 
Shapiro Method". 

By extending his teaching repertoire to 
include The Composer's Pen, Phil hopes to 
reveal many more tricks ot the music trade 
to his students. 

Tuition costs £10 an hour lor those in 
the Birmingham area, plus a tee tor 
travelling eipenses. For more details 
contact Phil on 10211 7476675. 




PhM is one musician who is just as comfortable sitting at his PCW as he 
is at the piano. He now offers tuition (or Composit's Composer's Pen 



ON THE BALL 

Many cricket fans like to keep track of their favourite players and often spend 
many a frustrating hour trying to remember exactly what happened in a Test Match 
that took place five years ago. Now, a new program called High Score can help by 
keeping a record on the PCW, 

High Score can tot up runs tor your local club or for the England team alike. It 
can analyse the performance of any member ol a team or produce a summary of the 
team etfort. Details like batting averages, bowling averages and the highest score 
are all calculated; the user merely enters the original scores when they occur. 

High Score could be used by the classic armchair sportsman. It could be also be 
invaluable to the local pavilion, taking the hard work out of choosing the openers and 
spinners for that next all-important match, 

The program is written in Pascal rather than Basic making it fast to use. And, 
at the end of the day, the results can be loaded into a LocoScnpt document for 
inclusion in, say, a club report, or printed out directly. 

To order the program, or to obtain more details, contact Sticky Dog Software, 
46 Avondale Road, Bath, Avon, BAl 3EG. High Score costs £20.95 (including VAT) 
and comes with full user instructions. 



DOUBLE DUTCH 

We've had some fairly stodgy press 
releases in our time but one which arrived 
on the news desk this month really takes 
the biscuit, Volfrnace undoubtedly have a 
great little product going for them but this 
IS what they have to say about one ot their 
new drives. 

"You almost need a pilot's licence for 
this one." Well, there's an encouraging 
start! But then it goes on. "By using three 
switches you can use the computer as 
two internal 3" drives, or as drive A 3. 5' 
and drive B 3' or drive B 3.5' and drive A 
3". You can copy a 3' A disc to 3.5' or 
vice versa or copy a 3" B disc to 3.5" or 
vice versa.' 



Er, can you run that one by us one more 
hme, please? 

Actually, what they really mean is that 
this is a 3.5' disc external drive that can 
mimic either the B drive on your PCW or 
the A drive. You can chop and change at 
will by flicking a small switch. 

Incidentally the 3,5" drive can even be 
used to boot up the machine: quite an 
achievement for the PCW. 

The drive costs £110,00 (including 
VAT) when added to a single drive machine 
or £1 20.00 when added to a dual drive 
machine. For more details, contact 
Voltmace on (0462) 894410. We assure 
you that their spoken word is crystal clear! 




Dead ringer 

Ansible Information, the 
company who are best 
known for the Indexing 
utility Ansible Index, have 
just set up a new product 
support service. You can 
send your technical 
queries via fax to the 
number (0734) 669914, 
Another recent change is 
the company's telephone 
number. For Qelails of 
products and prices, you 
now need to telephone 
10424) 719739. 



Flippin' magic 

We keep hearing that the 
lines to the Software 
Imperative mansion are 
constantly busy. The 
good news is that they 
haven't left the country, 
but are floundering 
under a mountain of 
requests for Flipper 3. 
Forbnately, ttie backlog 
is slowly diminishing. But 
a word of advice., if you 
want to get your upgrade 
quickly don't forget to 
stale which type of 
machine you are using: 
many of you have 
omitted to do so, and 
this is pardy responsible 
for the current delays. 



Off the record 

The Album System, 
reviewed in June 1991's 
8000 Plus, is now 
available on alt PCWs. 
Club 29 Computer 
Services, who groduce 
the program wish to 
point out «iat the 
program only requires 
one disc to run the 
program - this point has 
been cleared up In later 
editions of the manual, A 
second disc drive is 
useful for saving large 
databases but by no 
means essential. More 
details are available on 
(07341 77448 



The new disc drive from Voltmace 
just can't make its mind up. Is it an 
A drive or is it a B drive? 



1 

i 
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Competition 
winners 

Were you bawled over by 
our Scorecard 
competition? Or was il a 
good innings? The three 
winners in May's 
crickeling compo will be 
hit for Gix to discover 
ttieir good fortune. 
So, Sarab Le Riche from 
Berkeley, Glos., David 
Smith of Rayleigh, Essex 
and Andrew Eustace from 
London, stand by for 
Scorecard - it's on its way 
shortly. The answers are 
as follows: 1. Graham 
Gooch 2. Gary Sobers 3, 
John Major 4. I9S9 
Well done one and all! 



Now all documents created 
in LocoScript PC can be 
catalogued using Festival 
Software Services' 
program, Lindex PC 



LocoScriDt PC IS already 
attracting a number of complimentary 
programs, Lindex PC is one of tlie first, 
and provides a catalogue ol Loco PC tiles. 

It Is faithful to Its PCW orieirs; a 
program known as Super-L index. Basically 
botti versions can produce a list of 
LocoScript files, including the short 
description linown as the Identity Teit. 

Lindes PC can narrow down the 
search for files in all sorts of ways; by 
name, directory, the date of creation and 
so on. From this list a LocoFile database 
can be made. Because this includes three 
lines of Identity Text this can allow for 
some fairly complex searches and could 
mark the end of the lost files forever. 
Undex PC costs £29.95, from Festival 
Software Services on (0274) 613300 

COMPOSE 
YOURSELF 

Musicians and computers can work hand in 
hand - as a Composifs Composers Pen 
has proved. It is a favourite with many 
tuneful PCW owners, from the budding 
songster to the local choir master, and is 
used to write musical scores on the PCW. 

Now Comcosit Sofhvare have released 
a new version of the program for the PC. 
Called (not surprisingly]. Composer's Pen 
PC, it allows you to exercise your musical 
prowess on the PCW's elder cousin. 

Little has changed in the PC version. 
Most of the improvemenls affect the 
cosmetics of the program rather than the 
way It IS used. For instance, phrases and 
ties ate curved on-screen as well as in the 
printout. A breve can now be included as 
the longest note available and song words 
are easier to introduce. 

To make it more appealing to the PCW 
owner the company are offering a special 
deal. Those who have the original PCW 
version of Composers Pen can buy the new 
PC version for £117,50 (including VAT) for 
a limited period. Others have to pay the full 
price (£146.88 including VAT). Further 
details are available from Com posit 
Software (0952) 595436. 

The Composer's Pen; now available 
on the PC «• well a« th« PCW 




NEWS 



INTERNATIONAL 

News ti)is month of several clubs 
based abroad. A couple of months 
ago we reported on the JOYCE- 
Computer club in Germany: now 
comes news of their next door 
neighbours, the Dutch. 

The JOYCE Computer Club 
Holland has been in existence for 
over three years now, and has a 
membership of over 50. Not 
surprising considering the range of 
services they offer: a club magazine 
(called JOYCE Nieuws, and packed 
full articles, programs and 
advertisements) and twelve club 
meetings a year are pretty standard 
for any club. 

But on lop that there are the 
offers of help in repairing and 
upgrading the machines, a 
telephone information line, a 
scanning/digitising service, a laser 
printer available, over 10 
megabytes of programs on Public 
Domain discs, file transfers, disc 
formatting in unusual 
configurations, ribbon re-inking, a 
book on BASIC ("JOYCE Starters 
BASIC). ..the list seems endless. 

Further information is available 
from Rolf van de Kamer, 
Trompstraat 16", 1056 JA 
AMSTERDAM - if you live in Holland 
it sounds like a bandwagon well 
worth jumping on. 

GOING USA 

Perhaps you, like us, thought 
America was a PCW desert. Not so, 
we are told: apparently there are 
some 70,000 PCWs in the States, 
and so, quite naturally, PCW User 
Groups have sprung up. 

The Rev. Richard La Fountain is 
our informant, and himself the 
chairman of a BASIC programmers 
group ' the "Hands on Mallard 
(BASIC)' club- They can be 
contacted through Reverend La 
Fountain at 311 Oakcrest Ave,, 
Pitman, NJ 08071. 

Other groups are Amstrad PCW 
User's Sig, c/o Al Warsh, 2751 
Reche Canyon Rd #93, Colton, CA 
92324 and the Amstrad Users 
Group, USA, c/o Harley Ristad, 
12741 Matteson Avenue #3, Los 
Angeles, CA 90066. 

Anybody in America is, of 
course, more than welcome to get 
in contact - as is anybody on this 
side of the Atlantic. In fact, we are 
positively invited to get in touch, by 
the Reverend if, (and we quote), we 
can drag ourselves away from our 
'Cricket and Crumpets'. So that's 
what they all think we get up to... 



RING IN THE NEW 

Meanwhile, back at home, Timothy 
Arnold lives in Newhaven and is 
eager to start a local users club in 
that area - perhaps, he says, for 
people living between Brighton and 
Eastbourne, If you wish to join in the 
venture, contact him at 18 Railway 
Road, Newhaven, Sussex BN9 OAS. 
If you have a PCW why not get in 
touch ■ there's nothing to lose! 

Moving northwards, Dave Fisher 
also intends to form a club, this 
time in the South Cumbria/Lake 
District area. He would be more 
than happy to have a chat with any 
PCWers in the area about the idea, 
so ring him on (0229) 64275. 

A new club, too, in 
Wolverhampton. Meeting at Bilston 
College in Wolverhampton on ttie 
last Thursday of each month, Chris 
Derricott |0785 823779) tells us 
that they have «ie use of 12 8512 
machines for their meetings. The 
June meeting (June 27th} will be the 
last one this side of the summer 
holidays, but keep your eyes 
skinned (or get in touch with Chris 
himself) for details of the 
September meeting. 

REGULARS 

With the summer coming up, most 
clubs will be taking a couple of 
months off tor a well-earned 
breather before getting back 
to business in the autumn. The 
M2S club, for instance, have a 
meeting on July 15th before taking 
August off, and the Teesside 
Club are also meeting on July 15th 
(to explore LocoFile) before their 
summer break, 

Hereford Computer Club will 
hopefully enjoy a fine summer 
evening's weather for their 
barbecue on 6th July (where's our 
invitation, then?). It is nice to hear, 
by the way, that they have linked up 
with one of the newer clubs - the 
Gloucestershire PCW User Group (or 
G.PUG as they have taken to calling 
themselves) - for a couple of joint 
meetings. Long may such 
interaction flourish! 

AND FINALLY... 

Don't forget to keep in touch with us 
over the summer months. Our post 
box is ever open (8000 Plus never 
goes on holiday!), waiting to hear of 
your club's autumn program (and 
we don't mean LocoScript). The 
address is Club News, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath BAl 2BW. 
Letters to arrive the first week of 
the month preceding cover date. 
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JUST PLUG IN FOR 

POWER 

Designed and manufactured in the UK, SCA products 
are backed up with a first-class telephone support 
service and a money-back guarantee 





SCA Rampacs 

• Compatible with ari Amstrad PCWs, 
• Simply plug into the expansion port. 
• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 
• Through<onnector allows 
continued use of other 
peripherals. 

• Three versions avarlable- 
5I2K, 768Kand 1.5Mb. 

• Upgrades available to 
existing Rampacs. 



To upgrade your existing SCA Rampac 
simply land your Rampac to us ar>d we will 

upgrade and return it within 48 hours 
51ZK(o768K, E30.39 + VAT = £35.71 post free 
5I2Kto I.SMb, E100* VAT= £1 17.50 post free 
768KtD 1.5Mb, £75 + VAT = £38,13 post free 



512K 

Adds 5 1 2K of RAM. Instantly! 

Only £89.00 + VAT. 

Total E104.58-postagelTee. 

768K 

' Will upgrade your PCW 8256 

to a full 1Mb. 
I Only El 09 + VAT 

Total E 1 28-08 - postage free. 

I.SMb 

I Three rimes the memory of 
basic Rampac for only twice 
the pncel 

< Allows Locoscript users to use 
the maximum 2Mb memory 
on 8512/9512 machines 

< Flipper 2 recommended for 
CP/M users. 

I Only £ 1 89 + VAT 
Total £222.08 - postage free. 



If you use Locoscript 
you should have a 
Rampac- but don't 
just take our word 
for it, see what the 
magazines say~ 
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SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) For Amstrad PCWs 



PROFESSIONAL 

Full 8 bit Centronics parallel 

port for printers and plotters. 

Full duplex RS232 serial port 

for communications at all 

speeds between 75 & 1 9200 

Baud, 

User manual supplied with 

details of cables. 

Only £48.00 + VAT 

Total E56.40 - postage free. 



PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

All functions as Professional 
Real Time Clock/Calender with 
on-screen digital clock display 
Demonstration and 
communications software 
supplied on a 3" diskette 

' Automatic CP/M time 
and date stamping. 

I Only £57.00 + VAT 
Total £66.98 - postage free. 
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Systems Ltd., 6f Fcrrlnghain Lane, Ferrlng, 
Worthing, West Sussex BN12 5LW 
TMephoffie 090S 700288 Fax 0903 506606 



External Printing 



External Affair 

Persuading an external printer to work with your PCW can be difficult. 
Alec Rae provides a guide to choosing and using a new model 



There wus u lime when you could 
always lell PCW owners. They 
always wraie everything 
(Including; nolcs li> (he milkman) on Iheir 
PCW and il was remarkably simple lii 
piek oui ihai very disiinctive PCW 
inlemal prinler type lace. 

There were olher primers available, 
even in Iho.se far otT. early days, Bui ihen 
Ihere were few printer drivers written for 
Ihe PCW and buying an exlenial printer 
was: an adventure lor all bm Ihe miisl 
eompuler literate user. 

Those days are now gone. As all the 
old PCW primers are now gettinj; well 
and truly worn out there is now the 
choice of literally hundreds of pi inters 
for ihe PCW user to choose from. At ihe 
bottom end of the .scale there a wide 



variety of 9-pin dot niiilri\ printers, 
using the same technology as ihc old 
iniennal printer bul always faster and 
more effective, 

Por those looking for something a bit 
more impressive ihere are 24-pin dot 
matrix printers, daisy wheel printers, 
inkjets and even la.ser jets thai can all be 
run froiTi the PCW giving your output a 
distinction ihai could never be achieved 
with the old bundled Amsirdd model. 

The advaniages of using an external 
printer are obvious. One iif the best 
selling points ol the PCW was that you 
got a eompuler and a printer for a price 
less than many printers would cost. But 
this meant that the bundled printer 
{whether dot matrix or daisy wheel) has 
never been a particularly sophisticated 



beast. So if you own a 9512 you can get 
Ihc best out of the graphic capabilities of 
the PCW by adding on a dot matrix. 

[f you have an SIMM) series machine 
you can gel a standard of output from a 
new printer that would compare with the 
print from any computer, in a fraction of 
the time that ihe internal prmier look. 

However, the di.sadvaniages have 
perhaps noi been quiie as obvious. Will 
you be able to use all your favourite 
programs'? Will there be any niggling 
ineompaiibiliiy problems'.' And will there 
be hidden costs? Nowadays, if you buy 
earefully. then; should be few serious 
problems. And adding a new printer 
could open up a whole new leiLse of life 
for your PCW. So, let's have a look at 
Ihe choices on offer. 



PCW COMPATIBLE PRINTERS - THE MAIN TYPES 



9-PIN DOT MATRIX 

An/one with a PCW 8000 series machine knows 
what a dot matrix does. Just as the image you 
see on your PCWs screen is made up of 
thousands of tiny dots, so the image you get 
from a dot matrix is made up o) thousands of 
tiny dots of ink. 

So the dot matrix print head is made up of 
a row ot nine pins. These pins can be pushed 
forward to strike against the printer ribbon 
leaving a small black dot on the page. The 
computer tells the printer which pins to be 
pushed forward and which to hold back to 
create the shape of a letter or an illustration. 

The PCW uses a 9-pin dot matrix but one 
that is unlike any oBier that you will see. Most 
printers act like IHUe computers with their own 
in-built fonts and can therefore be attached to 
iiirtually any computer. 

The PCW printer doesn't have all this built-in 
thinking power and relies totally on the 
computing capacity of the PCW. This is why 
things seldom go wrong with the PCW printer. 
There isn't much to go wrong. On the other hand 
because N is so closely tied in with the Amstrad 
it can only be used with this machine. 

The nine-pin printers available for use with 
the PCW will be much cleverer and. therefore, 
more expensive. However they will also be 
faster and will have far more features, 

24-PIN DOT MATRIX 

The major problem with the dot matrix method 
ot printing is that, because the image is made 
up of rectangular dots, it is difficult to create a 
curved line without giving an effect somewhat 
»inilar to the business end of a saw. 

As there are curved edges on virtually 
every letter in the alphabet, using a Q-pin dot 
mah-ix can leave text looking a little ragged. 
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This is especially true when you get into the 
bigger type sizes where the stepping effect Is 
even more accentuated. 

One way round it is to use smaller dots, A 
24- pin dot matrix uses a print head witii two 
rows of 12 dots to cover the same depth. This 
obviously can reduce stepping, and can 
increase speed (it takes only one pass for letter 
quality print Instead of the two required on a 9- 
pin machine}. It gives a far better output, that 
can be used in any business application. 

DAISY WHEEL PRINTERS 

9512 owners probably bought their machines 
tor the improved type style of the internal daisy- 
wheel printer. In a daisy wheel, each letter of 
the alphabet is etched on a block at the end of 
an arm (just like the letters in a typewriter). 

To get a letter the computer batters the 
block against the inked ribbon leaving a perfect 
impression ot the letter on the paper. If you 
want to change U)e type face you simply change 
the daisy wheel. As it only takes one acSon to 
produce a whole character this makes for 
improvements in time. 

The result is a fast, first rate standard of 
output. The disadvantage is, of course, that you 
cannot print anything other than what is on the 
daisy wheel. Graphics and many special 
characters are Impossible. 

INKJET 

Ink jets are one step down from laser printers. 
Ink is blown through a nozzle and dries, 
immediately, on the page in tiny dots. Tliis gives 
a very positive, black image, with good rounded 
curves, cutting out stepping completely. 

h can handle text and graphics easily and 
compelenUy, providing you can get a printer 
driver for your software (not necessarily that 



easy - see the section on printer drivers in the 
'Jargon Explained' margin note). 

It builds up the image a line at a time like a 
dot matrix (unlike tiie laser printer which will 
chum out a whole page at a time) although H is 
often not as tast as a dot ma^ix, 

LASER PRINTERS 

These are the top end of the market lor ttw 
professional user. Ttie page is electrically 
charged with the image of your page and toner 
(a dry powdered ink) attaches itself to the paper 
and is sealed there by a heating process. 

This gives results as good as many 
professional printers with no problems of 
stepping or distortion. Once the image has been 
produced the laser printer can also reproduce 
the page over and over again just as quickly as 
many photocopiers (butwhh more professional- 
looking results). 

WHICH ONE SHOULD YOU CHOOSE? 

So what type of printer should you buy? That 
obviously depends on what standard of output 
you want and how much money you are 
prepared to spend to achieve it. Each type can 
be used successfully with the PCW and 
obviously each has its niche in the market. 

However in general terms if you only want 
typed output a daisy wheel is a good (it rather 
noisy) investment. It you want to take full 
advantage ot the PCWs graphic abilities (and 
remember that includes details like the ability to 
produce special foreign characters or accentsi 
you should go tor a 9-pin tor economy or a 24- 
pin for quality. Inkjets are now becoming more 
reasonably priced, giving a professional finish. 
Laser printers are a must for the really serious 
user. Now let's have a look at some ot ttis 
external printers currendy available. 




External Printing 



PANASONIC KX-P1123 




When you see a printer with seven letters and 
numbers after its name you know this Is a 
machine thai does a lot. The Panasonic was, by 
far, the most sophisticated printer reviewed. 

As a 24-pln printer it had that extra quality of 
output needed for a business appllcatjan. But It 
had a lot more. It Is sate to say that the 
Panasonic offered virtually all the features of all 
the other printers combined. In fact, Rie control 
panel had so many options it looked like 



EomettilnB from the Starship Enterprise. This 
means It Is not as Instinctive to use as many 
although quite logical once you get used to it. 

Semi-automatic single sheet feed, In-bullt 
continuous paper tractor and paper park are all 
Included as well as top and bottom feed (that's a 
slot In the bottom (or continuous paper to be ted 
through if you have one of those fancy computer 
desks), A clever touch was the use of the cover 
for the tractor feed as a paper feeder. 

It was also the only printer to offer Macros - 
a system like a submit file on the PCW where you 
can set up your favourite fonts and settings at Hie 
press of a button. It also has Quiet Mode - a 
slower method of printing which cuts the noise 
down substantially. 

What It also has In an impressive list of 
unusual fonts, it has three draft fonts, Courier, 
Prestige and Script (an Interesting 'handwritten' 
face) a PS bold face as well as a vast variety of 
pitcties (10 possibilities ranging from 40 
characters per line to 160 cpl. 

It has a complicated but effective way of 
handling continuous paper. You have two rollers 
w)d switch between then if you want to go back, 



This is Courier on th«i 
This is Prestige on ti 
rfuu4 -Li Sc^U-pt on the. 
This is Bold PS on th( 

And this is draft on t! 

And this is 
Double Uidt 
Double Heig 

during which time it bleeps away merrily, This 
EOptilstlcatlon doeb mean the manual Is not as 
accessible as some. H has an Epson LQ850 
emulation (or any LQ printer. In fact) which 
makes it quite easy for LocoScript and other 
PCW programs to handle without problems. 

Ease ol use 2/S 

Range of leatures S/5 

Quality of output 3/5 

Manual »5 



STAR LC10 - MULTI-FONT 




Although this was the only nine-pin dot matrix 
tested it came out well compared with Its more 
sophisticated 24- pin cousins. A neat compact 
machine, it measured only 14xllx3lnches - 
Important if you have limited desk space. 

Like all the dot matrix printers tested it had 
semi automatic paper loading for single sheets 
and an In-bullt tractor feeder for continuous 
paper neatly hidden behind a panel at the back. 
One real advantage was the Paper Park which 
unloads continuous paper to allow you to use a 



single sheet and then loads It again in a matter of 
seconds compared with the several hours this 
can take menually. 

But the real feature of the Ster LCIO MulM- 
Font (as the name would suggest) Is that it does 
have a good range of in-bullt fonts. As well as a a 
good clear draft face it has Courier, a Sans Serif 
face and Orator which can used In upper and 
lower case or In small capitals. Ail of these faces 
can be used In italics. 

mere Is pica and elite pitch (both of which 
can be condensed) and proportional spacing for 
all faces. You can also get double height and 
double width [or both together) or even quadruple 
height and width - although admittedly this Is 
getting a bit ragged. You can do all the usual 
emphasis, double strike, underline, overiine, 
subscript, superscript and even download special 
characters. It will even give you a special style of 
grey 'dot graphics'. 

The control panel Is simple to use and the 
DIP switches are easily available. The manual Is 
full, It Is almost written in understandable English 
(quite a feat for a printer manual) and it has a 
very good Index. 

it emulates the Epson LX-BOO (yes, there Is a 
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This is Courier on th 
This is Sanser i -f on th 

THIS is ORAiOR ON THE 

ri ' ! d -I- h i <=- IS ri r .si ft o 1 1 




LocoScript 2 printer driver for that] although it 
doesn't seem to work perfectly with the standard 
PCW emulation in some CP/M programs. 

In the speed trials It looked quite slow ai 
letter quality but this Is because a 9-pln has to 
make a double pass - making It slower than a 24- 
pin which only needs a single pass. 

Ease of use 4/5 

Range of Features 3/S 

Quality of output 2/5 

Manual 



EPSON LQ-550 




If everyone else Is trying to emulate you, you 
must be doing something right. Certainly there 
must be fewer compatibility worries about using a 
real-life 24 pin Epson printer than any other. 
There seems to be no mention of other 
emulations in the manual, which shows a fair 



amount of confidence. Having said that, we could 
find no specific LocoScript 2 printer driver tor the 
LQ-550 although It worked without problem in all 
ttie CP/M programs we tried, 

8000 series PCW owners will feel at home 
fitting the long PCW-type printer ribbon (the Star 
and the Panasonic use these new-fangled 
cartridges). 

The control panel is sheer simplicity (o use 
although this may he because it offered fewer 
features than the other dot matrix printers. There 
are only three fonts (draft, Roman and Sans 
Serif) although you can add anotiier six with an 
optional font cartridge. 

The manual is spoilt by not having an index; 
Instead, there Is an alphabetical list of details of 
most of the features you are interested In. 

The Epson offers underline, oversee re, 
outline and shadow printing, double height and 
width, iiewever. It appeared to be the only dot 



This is Roman on 
the Epson LQ-550 

This is Sans Serif on 
the Epson LQ-550 

And this is draft on 
the Epson LQ-550 



matrix printer that didn't offer paper parking. 

Ease of use 3/S 

Range of features 2/5 

Quality of output 3/5 

Manual 2/5 
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External Printing 

CITIZEN 1240* 



I 
I 
I 

I 




As, basically, a budget machine the Citizen does 
offer quite a range at features. It has only three 
fonts - draft. Courier and Times - and of those 
only draft is a sans face (no serifs}, which might 
be considered a little limiting. However the draft 



CANON BJ-10E 




As the only bubblejet printer reviewed ttie Canon 
obviously stood out as different. For a start It Is 
tiny. At 8x12x2 inches it is smaller even than the 
PCW internal printer (the others were at least 
twice the size). And it has a special feature so 
that it can work standing on its end, taking up a 
minute amount of desk space. 

You don't have to worry about quiet mode. 
The Inkjet process means that it was the quietest 
printer by far. And being an ink-jet means the 
quality of print is amazing. 

It only has one font (Courier) but the 
blackness and the smoothness of the line Is a 



Is quite clear and legible - and Incredibly fast. In 
fact, the Citizen won easily in the text printing 
time trials quite easily for draft and was second 
In letter quality I see chart). 

There is a wide range of pitches from 5 to 20 
characters per inch, double height printing and 
that Important Quiel Mode printing. The control 
panel Is perhaps not the easiest to get to grips 
with but poses no real problems. 

It has top and bottom loading and paper 
parking and It Is the only machine with automatic 
paper feeding. If you buy the optional manual 
paper feeder (an extra £40) you can just drop 
paper in the top and It is positioned perfectly. 

It can emulate an Epson LQ or an EX (should 
be no problem finding printer drivers there) and 
the manual Is thorough and quite readable with 
an index and a ready reference guide to escape 
codes. The only criticism is that Citizen do not 
seem to realise that die PCW is a CP/M 
computer. Do not follow their advice on MBASIC 



delight - again, the best quality of any printer we 
tested for this feature. 

Draft print doesn't really apply with an Ink-Jet 
although there is an economy mode which uses 
less ink (although still very clear) which takes 
roughly the same time to complete. 

It doesn't handle continuous paper (inkjets 
don't do that sort of thing] but if you Invest In the 
automatic paper feeder you can print off page 
after page on single sheet paper - a much 
classier way of doing things. 

In the time trials It came out significantly 
slower - although you are not comparing like with 
like here. When you start a dot matrix the paper 
is already fed In. Wrth the Canon it loads the first 
page after the print command so you can take off 
all the lime you would normally spend loading up 
continuous paper. Loading the automatic paper 
feeder takes a matter of seconds. 

There is a definite downside however. The 
machine only supports an IBM emulation making 
it very difficult to use with a lot of software. There 
are LocoScript and MicroDesign 2 printer drivers 
that work perfectly but they are the exception 
rather than the rule. 

And unfortunately the manual is virtually 
useless. It misses out vital information, such as 



This is Times Roman 
on the Citizen 124D 

This is Courier 

on the Citi2en 124D 

And this is draft on 
the Citizen 1 2^D 

Th i s is Times Roman 



and CP/M computers, tt win not work on a PCW, 



Ease of use 3/5 ' 

Range of features 4/S 

Quality of output 3/S ' 

Manual 3/5 - 



This is high quality 
print on the 
Canon BJ 10-e 

and this is economy 

print on the 
Canon BJ 10-e 



how to get access to the double-height and widtli , 

print from software or how to configure the J 

machine to get a £ instead of a <*. " 

Also, to save space, the makers have cut out 
virtually all the displays on the control panel so it 
is virtually Impossible to work out details like 
what font or emphasis you are using. These 
details spoil an otherwise excellent machine. 

Ease of use 3/5 

Range of features .2/5 

Quality of output „ ......B/S 

Manual 1/5 



Jargon 
explained... 

Printer Hrivcrr 
This ii n piece of 
siiflMarc used hy a 
program tu convert 
\K prini cudes ldIu 
commands that the 
printer can 
understand. Htfiirt 
buying a printer. 
Hnd oul whelher 
your ravourile 
programs have 
primer drivers for 
that make of 
muehinc, Ifin 
douhl tun lad the 
.wriwarc authors to 

ClKCk 

compatlbiUty. 
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USING AN EXTERNAL PRINTER: HOW TO GET STARTED 



Before you stan ihinkint; Liboiii what 
primer lo buy there are one or iwti 
hidden cosK lo lake into acctiunl, A new 
primer will not pkij; into the buek of Ihe 
PCW like the iniemnl primer, 

Bccauiie ihe PCW does not have an 
in-buili primer pon you will have to 
acquire a parallel (somelimes passing 
under ihe alias Centroniesi pon. 

This is found on un interesting box 
of iricks called an R.S232 costing about 
£.^0, This lii.s on ihc expansion slot on 
the back on the PCW - ihe bii ihai sLii:ks 
out jusl under where ibc primer leads Ht. 

A.s well as ihe parLillel pon ihis price 
includes a serial port iliat will allow you 
lo link up 10 a modem or anoiher 
computer and pass mformation back and 
forward - so look al it as an invesimcnl 
for Ihe future. 

There are some older primers ihai 
work off ihe serial pon of the RS2.12. If 



possible avoid liiese serial primers 
Anyone who has gone Ihrough ihe 
lonuous processes of working oui baud 
rales and parity lor a modem know ihat 
i! is noi ihe son of thing you warn Ui 
have lo deal wiih when you are priming. 

You also may need a parallel primer 
cable lo link ihe printer to Ihe PCW, 
costing about £10. 

Be eareful, when choosing your 
printer cable, that it has a male parallel 
lining at both ends. Most primer cables 
in computer shops are for IBM 
compatible PCs and are not suitable. 

These physically link up ihe primer 
to your PCW "Hie cable his into the 
lower lining or the RS232. 

Printer control from software 

Most programs will run, virtually 
problem free with a good Epson 
emulation. And many of the newer 



programs now give you the choice of 
printer drivers. 

For example. LocoScripl I cannot 
be persuaded to work with anything 
other tiian the siandtird printer. But 
LocoScript 2. on ihe other hand has an 
excellent choice of primer drivers - so 
much so. thai the files fill several discs 
and there are few problems in insialling 
them and configuring the program lo 
handle il. Say, for example, your printer 
emulates an Epson L025IX). You simply 
copy INSTALL.DRV and all ihe files for 
LQ2500 (the Epson primer driver and 
ihe relevant character sell imo group 
on your Stan of day disc, This includes 
LQ250!).PRI and the three files starting 
wiih LQ2_'iOO,# 

When you load LocoSeiipi these are 
all be transferred auioniaiically lo group 
in M drive and LQ2S00 becomes an 
option in your primers. Press [PTR|. |f5] 



primer, Lursiir lo Miilrix Lirnl press 
(RETURN I- Cliiioj^L- LQ23<H) wiih u |+| 
and IRETTURNI and (licn |i;XIT|. Once 
loailoti. yiiii L-jii chiKise ihc l.Q2.'il)l) 
iipliiin ill Sciun!;,>. If6| and rulliiw 
ihrough IliL' iipiiims. RL'mcniticr Id pick 
■CPS parallel' in iht- pnnier iipiions 
menu. Then, save Ihc SKITING.S.STD 
to ensure ih^l ii kiads every limc you use 
LocuScripl, When prinliii}; iiul an 
exislinj! iilc yim need ti> press jFTR] 
tollowciiby jl'SI lor 'Prinicr" Uipieklhc 
ctirrecl primer driver. 

Older programs, iike MicroDesign 2, 
give yiiu a fhoice iif generic types, Y(iu 
cim pick an A iir B lype y-pin. 24-pin or 
bser primer, [lymirs doesn'i work 
properly with lype A switch lo lypc B, 
One tip for speed with MicioDesign 2. 
however, is thai you can use a ypin 
driver even ilyuu have a 24-pin printer. 
Il doesn'i seem lo make a tremendous 
liillerence lo Ihc lini.-;hed pioduci and ii 
lakes a Iraclion of ihc lime. 

Programs like l'rote\i will even give 
you ihe opporlunily lo wrilc your own 
printer driver using the 
SETPRINT.COM ulilily. Tliis is a mailer 
of laking Ihe primer codes IViim the 
manual and allribuiing Iheni lo ihe 
correcl characler or lunciion, Bui be 
wary of this unless you really know whal 
you are doing. 

MosI primer mimuals are wriucn 
very much with ihe IBM user in niinii 
and do noi seem lo realise Ihal Ihere is 
such an animal as ihe Am.sirad PCW. 
And many primer manuals are ollen 
wrillen assuming, al least, a lirsl class 
honours degree in computer seienec. 

Printer control from CP/M 

It you can coniro! die prmlcr Iniin inside 
ihe software you are made. This will lake 
away all ihe problems of making ihe 
compuler send all ihe daUi lo ihe parallel 
pon inslead of die inlemul primer and 
making sure ii prinis oul in ihc required 
lypeface and pilch. 

[fnol.don'l despair. It is slill 
po.ssible 10 do a lol using a couple of files 
on your CP/M ulililies disc. One is 
DEV1CE.COM. Ihc handy way of 
finding oui whal is iKippeninj; to your 
peripherals {Ihal sman compuler lalk for 
all ihe ihings allached lo ihe compmer 
like ihe keyboard or ihe screen). If you 
have the disc with DEVlCE,COM in 



drive a: lype DEVICE and you should 
sec a lisl including lal Ihe end) ihe words 
LST:=LPT, This means ihat ihe chosen 
ii.sling device llhe primer lo us mortals) 
is Ihe inlernal printer. 

h will ask if you waul lo make any 
changes, Jusi type in [^T:=CF.N (Ihal's 
shonforCenlronics).-ind|RnTURN|, If 
you cheek Ihe lisl again you will see ihal 
Ihe change has heen made. 

This has lo be done every iime you 
slan the PCW bul if you include ihe line 
DEVICE T..ST:=CEN in your 
AUTOEXEC.BAT il will happen 
aulomulieally on suirl up. 

Hie olher useful lool is failhfid old 
BASIC. If you don'i know how Ui use 
BASIC il niighl be worthwhile reading 
up a hit - especially anything on primer 
conirol codes. Wiih a di.sc containing 
BASIC.COM in llic rclevanl drive, type 
BASIC and Ihe program loads, 

Aficr Ihal ifyou lype in I.PRINT 
"Hellci and jRETURNHyou only need 
the firsi double quotes) your primer 
should prim Ihe word Hello, 

Then if you can decipher the control 
codes from llie prinlcr manual you can 
send Ihcm down ihc cable lo the primer 
again using LPKINT, Conirol codes are a 
series of letlers and numbers Ihal Ihe 
printer retdgnises. Ii won't prim them 
hui il will change ils sellings lo suil. 

With lliis you could change fonl or 
pilch or swjich from drafi to letter 
quality or underiine te.\l. In fact anylhing 
you wanl to do with a printer can be 
carried out with conirol codes, 

Tliis may lake a bil of deciphering 
though. Say you see in a manual Ihal Ihe 
code lo prim double-height characters is 
RSCWI thai mighi noi mean a lol. If il 
says after Ihal 27 I I y 49 you miglil be 
even more confused. 

All this means is that you need to 
send three control characters lo the 
PCW. The first ESC is Ihe one ihtu is 
nearly always used in front of control 
codes. Il |usl says lo the primer "don't 
prim Ihe new few characiers - they an; 
comrol codes," 

In BASIC you write ESC as 
CHR$(27l - a fancy way of saying the 
27th characicr in the ,\SCII character set 
The second code to send is W, This can 
be dinte in two ways, Jusi type in "W" 
lin double quotes) (>r use the ASCH code 
for thai Icller - in Ibis case CHRSi 1 191. 



Arc you beginning lo see :i paiicm here'.' 
Then Ihe last code is number one. Again 
you could type in "I" or the ASCII cude 
number - CHR$(49I. These are all 
joined hv li plus sign (| + |)io show they 
are all linked logelher. So the final line in 
BASIC would be CHR$l27l+"\V"+"l" 
or CHR$l27)+CHR$l !l9l+CHR*(4y), 

Then, until you change the selling or 
lesel the primer everything will prim out 
double height. So. unless your program 
resets Ihe prinlet. VDU can leave BASIC 
and go inio your program, conlenl in the 
knowledge that the printer will use the 
fonl, pilch or emphasis (bold, ilalic and 
soon) you have sel, 

Wiih even a liule experience of 
B,\SIC you could write yourself a simple 
program to download the appropriate 
codes to the printer either automatically 
or using a simple menu system. 

Control panels/DlP ,switches 

Most ofthe time you will be wanting 10 
niake changes to fonts and pilches 
through software. But external primers 
also allow you to change .such Ihings by 
controls on ibe prinlcr itself Often a 
light marks Ihe chosen font or pilch. 

Bul you can also choose dcfaull 
settings for a number of features such as 
page length, whether you use eominuous 
or single sheet paper, choosing a UK 
character set and the emulation. This is 
done using DIP switches, tiny lillle 
swilchcs secreied about ihe printer. 

The manual will give you 
insmiclions as to whether these are lo be 
switched on or off depeniling on whal 
defaults you want to set. 

Fonts 

Mo,st printers give you a choice of a 
number of fonts. These usually include a 
Times/Roman font (Ihafs one with serifs 
- the lillle bliihs at Ihc end of the letters 
that make the lype more readable), a 
Sans Serif/Helveiica font (a more 
modem face) and/or a Courier font) like 
a typewriter face), Some have quite 
fancy faces ihai look nice hut may not be 
as readable as ihese three old lavourites, 
Tliey also usually olTer one or moi-e 
draft faces that can be produced at very 
high speed. And these are usually of a 
much higher quality than the PCW's 
draft fonl and compare well with ihc 
PCW iniemal primer's NLQ print, • 



External Printing 

Jargon 
explained... 

tlmulutiuns: 
An emulation is a 
way 1)1 making one 
prinlcr pretend lo be 
annlhcr. hi-lter 
kniiwn printer. 1'hLs 
is a simple way ol 
gelling round Ihc 
pruhirm thai each 
prinler may wanl 
difTervnl commands 
to pvrfonn Ihc same 
functions. In cfTcct if 
yiiur printer has. nay 
an Kpson emu latin n 
it means Ihal yini can 
sel your printer lo 
use exactly Ihe same 
codes as an Epson. 
As Epsiins have heen 
around a Itrnf; lime 
there are Ejwan 
printer drivers 
written for most 
soRware. The PCW 
printer, is in effect. 
un Epson emulalion. 
Su 11 your printer 
emulates Epson you 
know you arc goin); 
to he pretty safe »ilh 
most PCW soRware. 
The other main 
printer emulation is 
Ihe IHM Proprinter 
- ideal for those 
(BM-eonipatiblc PC 
owners bul noi really 
sultahle for PCW 
owners. Be wary of 
printers that only 
have an IBM 
emulation. 



SPEED TRIALS 

Manufacturers claim all sorts of characters per minute rate but ttie best way to judge is lo run them all off on the same 1000 document (running over 
four pages so it takes in the time taken for a page mrow) and the same illustration from MicroDesign. 

• For proper comparison all the 24-pin printers pichires were printed using a 9-pin printer driver (and H was a lot quicker lo do), 

• Quiet Mode where it applies is always slower because it takes a double pass. 



Star LC-10 



Draft 

1 mm 26 sees 



LQ 

5 min 1 1 sees 



Quiet 



MD graphic 

1 min 58 sees 



Panasonic KX-P1 123 
Epson La-550 



1 min 16 sees 



2 min 15 sees 



5 min 02 sees 



2 min 18 sees 



1 min 19 sees 



2 min 40 sees 



2 min 17 sees 



Citlien 124D 



1 min 04 sees 



2 min 31 sees 



4 min 45 sees 



2 min 56 sees 



Canon BJ 104 



3 min 04 sees 



3 min 22 sees 



3 min 16 sees 



PCW internal printer 



2 min 10 sees 



7 min 37 sees 



2 mm 34 secstdifferent qua(ily) 
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Protest 




Spelling Test 

Martin Le Poidevin helps you check your spelling, write a dictionary 
and solve crosswords more easily, using Protext 
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Top: A document to b« spelJchecked. Because there are lots ot 
speciafisi words (the author happens to be a wine expert) we shall 
need the two-pass option (bottom screenshol), wilti twth a general 
dictionary and a specialised 'wine' dictionary. 



Ask grammar 

Like all uther 
spelkheck.s, Protext 
will only pick up on 
spelling, iind no) 
grammutical 
mi.slake!-. 1 1 will 
knowltial Ihcla&I 
word in "The yolk of 
an egg Ls wile" is 
wrung. Iiul will nut 
point out that Iliv 
verb in "The yolk of 
the e^ are white" is 
also wrong. 



^ft 



m 
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It's a rule of computing: words often 
look wnang on Lhe compuier screen, 
even when they are right. A sub-rule 
stales thai words often look right, even 
when they are wrong. 

Printing oui the document will bring 
some of those spelling mi.stakes to lighi - 
for some reason it's easier to spot ihem 
in print rather than on the screen - bul 
it's also nice to have a second line of 
defence - die Spell Cheokei. 

Protexfs spell check either comes 
with the program (in the lull version) or 
can be bought separately (it's called 
ProSpell) if you own Pocket Proiexl. 
Users of the full version will find that 
Iheir SPELL, COM can also u.sed directly 
from CP/M in the same way as it is used 
within Protext. That, however, is for 
later experiment - for the moment, we 
will be calling up the spell check as part 
of lhe word processor. 

Making a start 

Using it at its most basic level could nol 
be simpler. Get the document that you 
want to check on to the screen |if you 
have been editing it. make sure that you 
save a copy to disc just in case); enter 
comm^md mode, and type SPELL 



|RETURN|. The screen will be 
rewritten, and you will be asked to imiert 
your dictionary disc (which Is on lhe 
reverse of the master disc, unless, as a 
9S 1 2 owner, you keep all your master 
files on the one disc). 

Familiar surroundings 

If you are familiar with LocoSpell you 
may be surprised by the way thai Protext 
checks its documents. The document 
itself is never on screen - instead, all the 
words contained within it arc sorted into 
alphabetical order, and then compared to 
the computer's dictionary in this order. 
The process is therefore much faster than 
in LocoScripi. 

Hopefully, of course, it will find no 
mistakes. If this is so, all you will see 
will be a message towards the bottom of 
the screen registering how many words 
have been checked - basically a word 
count which ignores single letter words. 
But if the computer does come across a 
word it does not recognise, it will 
question it. 

If a word is i|uestioned in this way, 
you have four courses of action. The 
first, and simplest, is to tell the computer 
to ignore the word. This is the Protext 
equivalent of LocoSpell's "SiC, and it 
will pass over all other occurrences of 
the word in the current document, 
marking each one as correct lit even tells 
you how many occurrences there are! |, 
Activate this option by pressing 1, 

On the other hand, if the word is 
correctly spelt but has been questioned 
by Protext (because it does not as yet 
appear in the dictionary), the best course 
of action may be lo add it to the 
dictionary, so that it will tie marked 
correct in all subsequent documents. The 
key for this is S. 

Changing times 

The most used option, though, is 
'change', which is activated by pressing 
C, This allows you to edit a word. When 
you choose this option, three hues or so 
of the document appear on screen, with 
the word in question highlighted in the 
centre of the screen. Finally the word is 
repeated again - and it is this version that 
you can edit. 

Edit il using the normal editing 
procedures: when you arc happy, press 
|RETURN|. The three lines will appear 
again, now with the word corrected. If 
the computer recognises this new word it 
will continue: however, if it doesn't, it 
will ask the same question as before. At 
this point it is up to you to decide 
whether to Ignore or Store the word. 



The fourth spell check option is 'lookup' 
(L), A typical use for this might be if a 
word has been marked as incorrect, but 
you are not sure how exactly to spell it. 
The computer will run through the 
dictionary, picking out words that 
closely match your original. When it has 
finished it will print the original word 
again, so that you can deal with il either 
by ignoring, storing or changing it. 

The general rule, then, is that if the 
computer does not recognise a word, 
even if it is one that you have corrected, 
it will question it - and you can react 
with one of these key presses. 

When the compuier has done a 
complete scan of the document and all 
the uncertain words have been dealt 
with, the spell check signs off with a 
summary of the process - the number of 
words dealt with, the number of different 
words checked (this number may 
surprise you), how many were 
unrecognised, how many added to the 
dictionary, and so on. 

Finally, you will be asked to insert a 
Protext disc, and Protext will be reloaded 
(this has to happen because the 
SPELL.COM file is a program in its own 
right). But don't worry - the corrected 
version of your document will be waiting 
for you on screen, and all you have to do 
is reformat it (the best way of doing iliis. 
unless you want one last check on the 
grammar in the piece, is to use the 
FORMAT command). 

And there's more 

But all this - useful as il is - only 
represents a small part of the SPELL 
program's power. Anagrams, word 
searches, dictionary creation, listing and 
editing, two-pass checking - all these are 
supported by the program. 

These are available from the Spell 
Menu - type SM while you are in 
command mode, and make sure that you 
have the disc with SPELL on il in the 
current drive. This is the equivalent of 
loading SPELL from CP/M. 

From here you can quite easily run a 
spell check on a document - even one 
which was nol originally written in 
Protext, What is more, you can make 
that check happen on a document in 
whatever drive and group you like, using 
a dictionary stored on a specific drive. 

The keys to use in this situation are 
all listed on the menu - D and G to 
change the drive and disc group of the 
document to be checked, and V to 
change the drive of the dictionary. Be 
warned - when you press those keys, 
nothing seems to happen, until you look 



With LocoFile, 
your PCW can have a 



powerful ^card index' 



database. 



The chances are, you currently think that your 
PCW can't do much more than word processing. 

But now you can add LocoFile from 
Locomotive Software, and have a powerful, 
yet easy to use database. 

It's just like having a card index stored inside 
your PCW. 

You can lay out your cards in almost anyway you 
like. Sort and index them alphabetically, 
numerically or by date and cross reference 
them up to eight different ways. 

And, working with the menus 
you're already used to with 
LocoScript 2, you can instantly call up 
a card on screen even if you're in 
the middle of editing a document. 

Then simply transfer the information into 
your document without even having to re-type. 

If you have a PCW 95 1 2 or an 8256/85 1 2 with 
LocoScript 2, you can simply add LocoFile. 

But if you've a PCW 8256/85 1 2 with the original 
LocoScript, you'll need LocoScript 2 and 
LocoFile together. 

Which, bought as a package at £44.90, means 
that for just £9.95 you can upgrade to the more 
poweKul LocoScript 2 and almost treble the 
speed of scrolling through your documents. 

In short, whether for business, club or personal 
use, we've given a new dimension to your 
word processor. 

For more information, simply fill in the coupon 
or phone Katy Buchan on (0306) 740606. 




LocoFile 



Please send me more information on LocoFile and ' 

the LocoScript 2 Family 



Name. 



Address . 



Postcode . 



. Tel: . 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking Business Park, Dorking. Suirey RIH lYl 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED. NOTHING YOU DON'T. 




LocoScript 2 costs £29.95 and LocoFile costs £34.95. For existing LocoScript I users, LocoScript 2 with LocoFile costs just £44.90. 

All prices exclude VAT, Locomotive Software, Dorking, Surrey RH4 lYL 



Be there! 



e there! 

11 \s important tn 
have a ducumeni on 
screen whenynii 
intuke SPELL frum 
within E'rotexl. II' 
there is no document 
on the screen, the 
progrtim will refuse 
to run. The way 
round this is to use 
SM instead. 



Case in point 

All Ihe Hords in the 
dictionary, and lliose 
in the document 
beinj; checked are 
converted to lower 
case. This makes the 
matching process 
quicker; on the other 
hiind. it means that 
all Ihe unreci^nised 
words from a 
document appear in 
lower case - and 
there's nothing as olT- 
putling us a pi>stcode 
in lower case letters! 



Leave it out! 

Although it comes 
with 32000 words, 
there do seem 
nevertheless to be 
some surprising 
omissions on the 
Protext dictionary. 
But given a few 
editing sessions, and 
lots of word storing, 
you should be able to 
produce a dictionary 
that suits your 
general needs. And 
don't forget you can 
set up your specialist 
application 
dictionaries, too. 
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ai Ihe [op of the screen, and see ihui ihe 
drive specifications are changing as you 
press Ihe key. Set these up as you want 
them - if you are not sure where your 
files are use the C key lo Catalogue ihe 
current texl drive and group. 

Now you can order the spell check, 
in either a single or a double pass 
operation. A single pass is exactly like 
checking a document from Protext, The 
two- pass option, though, allows you to 
put Ihe document (h rough more ihan one 
dictionary. For inslunce. if you are 
bilingual, you might maintain two 
dictionaries - one for each of your 
languages. 

Making a pass 

Normally you will write in only one 
language and u single pass will be 
sufficienl; however, there may be times 
when you u.se twth, and want to check 
both. The process you need here is the 
two-pass check (in faci. you can do as 
many 'passes" as you have dictionaries!. 
Load your text and first dictionary as 
indicated by the computer. It will now 
print all the words that this firsl 
dictionary does not recognise lo the 
screen, Ai this stage, though, it wiU not 
question them. 

Instead, at the end of thai pass, it will 
ask for another dictionary. Insert that, 
and ihe computer will run another check 
- but only on the words that the first 
dictionary did noi recognise. Again, only 
the words that dictionary number 2 does 
not recognise will come up on the screen. 

At the end of this pass, it will again 
ask if there is another dictionary. It is 
only now (assuming that you do not have 
another dictionary - if you do, ihe 
process will be repealed again) that Ihe 
words found in neiiher pass will be 
questioned. All four of the options 
discussed above arc available, although 
'Sloring' to the correct dictionary lakes 
some concentration. 

In fact, it is better to note down the 
missing words, and add them later using 
the Edit dictionary option. 

For ihis, you will have to move to 
the Utililies menu, by choosing U from 
the main menu; arriving at the second 
menu choose E for edit. This simply 
allows you to add words to the dictionary 
by typing them in at the prompt. To quit 
press [STOP], 

To check whether or not a word is 
already in the dictionary, you will need 
the List IL) option. Because of Ihe si^e of 
the dictionary files you will also need to 
specify a word at which the listing 
should start. You can hold ihe file as it is 
.scrolling by pressing |STOP|. with 
ISTOP] again lo exit, or any other key to 
continue the listing. 

Testing for size 

If you want loknow how big your 
dictionary is the option is W for Word 
count. This option will also reium an 
estimate of how full Ihe dictionary is. 
expressed in percentage terms. 

The dictionary which comes with 
Protext is large - over 32000 words. 
However, it is u very general dictionary. 
It does not contain many medical words. 



for instance, or many words pertinent to 
somebody who writes a lot about music 
or on computing matters. 

For these applications - or for the 
second language suggested above - it is 
usually necessary to set up a completely 
new dictionary. This is easily done using 
the Utililies menu. First, initialise a blank 
dictionary using 1, and select a name for 
it (you can change this later using Ihe N 
command). Go back to Protext, and 
make a tile of all the words !hal you 
warn to include in your new dictionary. 
Don't make this alphabetical - it won't 
help the computer at all! 

Save the file to the M: drive, call up 
the SPELL menu (using SM) ;uid select 
the text drive as M: (using D as before). 
Now put the new- dictionary file inio A;, 
and go to the Utilities menu by pressing 



From this point, of course, ii can be 
updated using the Store or Edit 
commands, or by adding to the 
dictionary in Ihe course of a normal 
spellchecking session. 

Le mol Juste 

Two other useful utililies are available in 
the Protext SPELL program - the Find 
and Anagram functions. Both these will 
be boons lo crossword addicls. quite 
apan from any use they will be to your 
general writing. The first takes a 
'template' of letters and searches its 
dictionary for matches to diis template. 
For this, of course, you will have to 
be able lo define 'spaces' in your 
template, which the computer can fill. 
There are two special characters, called 
wildcards', to help you achieve this. 
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The anagrain facility In action. The asterisk ir^ears that the computer will search lor any 
exlra combination of letters which can go alongside 'train'. This Is just the start ol Ihe list 
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Jord patterni 


?t?ll» 






SpdTching, , . 








atone 


atoned 


atones 


atoning 


atonwent 


atonenents 


itinerant 


itinerary 


stancti 


stanched 


stanches 


stanching 


Btami 


standard 


stsndarilisiition standardise 1 


stLindardised 


standardises 


standardising 


standards 


stands 


standing 


standpoint 


standpoints 


standstill 


stank 


stania 


stanzas 


stench 


slenched 


stenches 


stenching 


stencil 


stencils 


stenographer 


stenographers 


stentorian 


Stanley 


stina 
stirlE 
stints 


stings 


stingy 
stinliing 


stinging 
stint 


stinks 
stinted 


stinting 


stone 


stong 


stoned 


stones 


stoning 
stunned 


stun 


stuns 


stung 
stunts 


stunning 


stunt 


stunted 


stunting 


utan 


iitensil 


utensils 






'liESS A K£y ID REIURh ID IHE I^Ntl. . .| 





Protext's word search Is also a strong utility. As wllh anagrams, you can mix up question 
marks and asterisks to trrake a 'template' lor the computer to search. 



U, and select B (Build dictionary). At 
this point select D to build a dictionary 
rather than a file, which is the other 
option offered. 

Tlie computer vt'ill now go through 
ihe standard process of checking the 
document. However, the dictionary it is 
checking it against will not recognise any 
of Ihe words, simply liecause it does not 
contain any! So all the words will be 
listed on the screen, as if to be 
questioned. However, because you have 
chosen the 'Build' option, Ihey will also 
be automatically 'Stored' to the 
dictionary- you do nol have lo select that 
option yourself When the pass has 
finished, you will have a new dictionary. 



The first is the 'single wildcard', 
represented by the chiuacter "?'. This tells 
the computer lo fill the space with just 
one character , whereas the second 
option, the 'multiple wildcard' using the 
character '*', will allow the computer lo 
fill the space with as many characters as 
necessary - from none, up to the longest 
set of letters that will still form a word. 

Anagrams work in much the same 
way, including wildcards. 

The Protext spell Function, then, is 
much more than just a simple 
spcllchecker. It offers many u.seful 
additional features, and it is yet another 
extremely powerful weapon in Protest's 
word processing armoury. S 



I 



NO 
QUIBBLE 

GUARANTEE 

ITEM PROVES 

1TH1N12 
PURCHhSE 
'viEWilLREPLACEn 




jCcnnpkiiiB^ 




TEQNICHEPCW102 
KEYBOARD 



Rill I9H AT STTIE KEYBOARD, 102 KEYS 
INCLUDWG SPECIAL LOCOSCBIPT FUNCTION 
KEYS, SEPARATE NUUEPIC KEYPAD, SEPflflAIE 
CURSOR KEYPAD, PLUGS STRAIGHT INTO ANY 
PCW, NO SPEOAL SOFTWARE OH HAflOWARE 
MODIFICATIONS NEEDED. _ _ 

ASSEMBLED IN THE U.K. p / / 

FULLY GJARANTEEO FOB til 
TWELVE MONTHS 



.55 



AMSTRAD PCW 9 SERIES 
PRINT WHEELS 



CHOOSE FROM THESE NINE 
DIFFERENT PRINT WHEELS 

•LEnEflGOTHIClOnS'HINI 
GOTHIC 15 -ORATOR 10 
■ PRESTIGE ELITE 12 
■PRESTIGE PICA 10 
■RECTA 10 ■SCRIPT 12 
■THESIS PS 
■ COURIER 10 




£ 



5.45 



FOREIGN PRINTWIEELS 

AVAILABLE AT E1 2.97 



PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 



HIGHEST QUALITY 3 PIECE 
PCW DUST COVERS 

PCW 8 SERIES e7.93 

PCW 9 SERIES .„.e7.93 

PCW 9 SERIES 

SHEET FEEDER VERSION i 8,93 



LISTING PAPER 



11"x9V60gsni 

lOOOSHESTS 
2000 SHEETS 

TRUEA48Sg5m 

1000 SHEETS 



£7.93 
1 14.98 M 

f 12.98 



ipLEUt iViD t< Dd T[MiUIDS DEEPf ERV CH CHDEHS FOfl FU*™ 
[«Effi YOU EfflJEil WITH CtntFirreifi T^fDElMfn at^ » 



^i^ TDK DISKS 



BEST QUALITY DISKS IN THE WORLD 

FOR 3,5" AND 5,25" DRIVES, 

TDK 5.25" DS -„.e5.78 

TDK 5.25" HD .„,.t9.68 

TDK 3,5" DS r8.46 

TDK 3,5" HD f15.98 

All prices are per box ol ten disks. 



DISK STORAGE 



THE AMSaOL DISK 
STORAGE BOX IS NO 
LONGER AVAILABLE. 

NEW NEW 

WE NOW OFFER A 
CHOICE OF TWO NEW 

BOXES. ORIGINALLY 
DESIGNED TO HOLD 3.5' DISKS '^ 
THEV ARE IDEAL FOR 3- DISKS 

DF40L 

HOLDS UP TO i 

30>c3'-DISKS ONi,y E' 



-^ tJ 



DF80L 

HOLDS UP TO 
60x3" DISKS ONLY 




Don't risk losing your 
valuable data 

• Genuine Amsoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

■ Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 

PACK OF O 

FIVE <l46 

PACK OF 4 C 

TEN e 13198 

AMAZING VALUE!!! 



BULK BUYERS SPECIAL PRICES! 

50 fA 100 i'»Q„, 

DISKS t /4.61 DISKS El jy.83 




< 



PCW PRINTER RIBBONS 



SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 10 GET 1 FREE! 

l>a.V *PPliEf] TD TEhOf CWE '-n IE «-^T HAD C" COMPftnUE S 

GENUINE AMSTRAD QUALITY C0MPATI8LES 



FABRIC uULII 51HIKf 



-4.57 



■■4.57 



c2.9t 



h-AOHIL fjyLTI STjqiKE 



.2.91 



1-2.91 



2.29 c2.2g 



HINIMVIU OnDEP - ? PtlBBDhb UNLESS OHIlf "ED rtn M Olhtfi ■ F EKS 



CLEANING 

KITS 



CLEARHEAD '3 

FORTDBIVES ...c0.9T 

3i''&5.2S" ■O 

DfllVEKITSEA ,„.£ 0.97 

SCREEN AND 
KEYBOARD 4n 
Krr ,ONLY E IV.49 



TOP 25 SELECTED PCW TITLES 



3" DISK STORAGE 

CASE -HOLDS 

10 DISKS ONLY 



INTEGRATED 

MINI OFFICE PH0FESSI0NAL....E35.25 
O.T.P. 

STOP PRESS - - E3S,2S 

DATABASES 

MASTERFILE8000 E3S.25 

LOCOFILE — £35.25 

LEISURE 

CUSSIC COLLECTION VOL 1 .,,£10.81 
CUSSIC COLLECTION VOL 2 ,„E10,B1 

TIME AND MAGIK £10,81 

TOMAHAWK £1 4,98 

SCRABBLE E14,98 

CLASSIC GAMES4 £14.98 

CLOCK CHESS 89 E14.98 

HOME ENTERTAlNMEffTCENmE .,,£14.98 
WORLD OF SOCCER .,£16.32 



WORD PROCESSING 

LOCORLE Wrm L0C0SCRIPT„E43.71 

L0C0SCfllPT2 E33.04 

LOCOSPELL ....E25,99 

LOCOMAIL - E33,04 

LOCOFILE V^ITH LOCOMAIL £48,88 

LOCOSCRIPT 2LOC0SPELL E41,30 

PRINTER SUPPORT PACK £32.91 

SPREADSHEETS 

CRACKER II TURBO PLUS £39,95 

EDUCATION 

SCHOOLS OUT ^ £1 0,81 

ULTIMATE SUMS — £10.81 

ULTIMATE QUIZ C10.81 

ACCOUNTS 

MONEY HANAGER £41 .30 




24 HOUR ORDER HOT 




FREE 

DELIVERY 

0NALL0RDEF1S0VERE15 
(EXCEPT PAPER) 



ON ORDERS BELOW 
ei5 PLEASE ADD £1.50 
TOWARDS POSTAGE 
AND PACKING. ^ 

OR 



S 

D 



P E 

E L I 



E D Y 

VERY 



FOR ONLY E6 93. VOUR ORDER 

CAN BE DELIVERED WITHIN !4 HflSIWEEK 

, DAYS ONLri GUARANTEEC BEFORE 1 MPM 

lOHDERS MUST BE PLACED BEFORE 3 30PM| 



AO^IptTEB 



(OMFUIMmilMITil.miWKBO.l 

JUBILEE mn, mmmwH. leics leu m 

nLOS096IM«iA»OW9 6l(n35 



HOE Au. PUCES iNaiiDev*T9i7s% AaoFFEfls subject to AVSILABILITY. 



THE WEST OF BRITAIN 

YOU MUST ADD V.A.T. TO OUR PRICES 



AMSTKAD PCWs ■ 



Wrih FREE IWBBS Ltfl Disk containing a DATABASE, GRAPHS PACK. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST and GAMES PLUS a FULLY FEATURED 
eualuation copy of the eicalleni S easy lo u9b "SIMPLE ACCOUNTS if by CORNIX 
SOFTWARE. CORNIX soltivarB I5 amonflBt Ihe Best Srilish EOttwaiB anallaljle - a GREAT oftar 
And tliare'a morel - Simply inform ub af Ihe number of our Invoice showing your purchase of 
your Amstrad and ws will give you £5 00 of a REELTIME couraetl 

PCW825B - Green screen, single drive, 25ek Ram (379,00 

PCW8512 - Green screen. Iwinflrrve, 5IEK Ram 2nd dnve tiigh densKy E319 00 

PCW9512- Black and ivhile screen, single high density drive, Dal5ywr>BBl £465 00 



PCW STAftTER PACKS ■ ALL TOGETHER NOWl 



10 I CF2 3' deks J one d( Ahtcti will be our 
Iree gift pack dish - see above /3" - 3.5" 
kicking disk boi t- 21)00 sheeis listing paper 
(11" jr9,5") 3 pritiler ribbons ^driya cleaner i 
dust covers ALL FOR THE BUNDLED 
PRICE OF ES9,M 



State machine type when ordenng £ 
&]3te fabric 0' carbon dbbons 



WE ALSO SELL PC HARDWARE i, 
SOFTWAREI 
CantBct IS re price and specification co 
Ihe fbilowing (and ttiofsl): 
AMSTRAD - Entire range 
05IC0M ■ iS6/3S6 (the machines w- use) 
SANVO - not the cheapest but excellent 
TANDON - innovative range - excellent, 

— UNK YOUR PCW TO A PCI •" 

Lite to run your accounts on a PC but use 
youf PCW 3S a workstation' Send for 
details of Compact Accounts PCHPC! 



OUR GUABANTEE 

i? n bit Special. If any compuler or printer 
bought from us (wilhcui on-siie 
maintenance being olfered) gees wrong 
under Aarranly we will colled, repair arnt 
return al o^r cost. 

All you have 10 do is lelephonel 



Memoiv Upgrade - for PC*B256,.,£16.9a 
S56k upgrade takes your memory up to 
that o' the 851S Recommended for use 
with LocMpell and Micfodesign 11. Very 
easy to fit- full instrucnons included, 

3.5' mSK DRIVE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW.. 
For use either on the KW8956 or 9515 

but not 85ie {external only) £69.00 

File conversion software for PC £56,00 



PACE ■ 5,25" 2nd drive with ils own built in 
rnter*Qce 6 power supply - TDOS software 
allows data transfer from PCW/PC/PCW, 
Very easy to lit. Also works as lully 
lunctlonal Ind CPIU or LOCOSCHIPT 
drive E115 50 



" AMSTRAD PCW 9519 SHOULDER BAGS " 

Now you can have your own portable 
(well sort of) and take your trusty 
PCW9S1S evoyvytiere. JUST £19.00 



RAHFACES & R5232 
mTERFACES BY SCA. 

THE RamPac that ELrpercharges your 
PCWf JusI plugs orLlo expansion port ID 
provide extra area of HAM. Through 
connector allows conlinued use ol other 
peripherals - LocomollVB iBStedl 

512k RamPac ^ftB on 

76Bk RamPao E10B 00 

1,5Mb RamPac ,,£188.00 

RS232 SERIAUPARALLEL (tJTERFACES 

With Real Time Clock E50 OO 

Without Real Time Ctock £41 .70 

AMSTHAD RS232 INTERFACE - PCW.£31 .90 



PCW HARD DISKS FOR THE EASY LIFE' 



Diamond 20Ub PCW Hard Disk. ,£379.00 

Diamond 32Mh PCW Hard Disk„£-(E9.00 

Diamond 48Mb PCW Hard Oisk..E539,00 

THE ABOVE HANGE CAN BE 

SHARED BY MULTIPLE PCWS - 

DETAILS AVAILABLE, 

SCAS NEW VOHTEX HARD DISK 

RANGE 

20MD Hard disk unit £307,00 

30 Mb wilh LocoscripVFilQ £367.00 

40Mb with LocoscnRt'File £427.00 

60Mb wild Locoscripf File £537.00 

Optional extra - 512ti tarn £58.00 

■ 768k ram £78.00 

SAMSUNG SF1000 £265,00 

SFllOO £354.00 

SF2300 £475.00 

SF2300M £587,00 

SF4010 £1099.00 

AMSTRAD: 9600T ,., £368.00 

PANASONIC: UF121 £389,00 

TELECOM: C50 £439.00 



FAX MACHINES 



MODEMS 

MIRACU TECHNOLOCy MODEMS 
WS4000PCW, complete witfi Integral PCW 

interface S connecting lead! £147.80 

PACE LINNETT MODEM Vei/W3 .,.£130.40 

Cable to PCW Intertace £13.90 

Sage Chit Chat Combo £62,50 



BBD Diut Cover Seta - alinplr Ibe bcit 

PCwe2S6<a612- 3 piece grey flO.JO 

PCW9512 3 piece ivory £12.13 

Pace 5 25' disk a riva cover £5,00 



SUNDRIES 
Pnnlei Stand -any width -njgged ,.£14,75 

Printer cleaning kil-PCW8000's £14,60 

Mouse Mat i4.35 

'Margin Matier'(MM3i) new out! £12.50 

Spike Protector plug - helps protect 
computet or other equipment against 

power singes (we use them) £10.E5 

3' Disk head cleaner £5.00 

A4 copy holrfcr with desk damp E19.30 

Metal keyboard bridge stand £19.00 





DISKS AT SPECIAL PRICES1 




CI-2 


3-Am50ft PCW/CPCi 5 £10.50 






Amsolt 


HO £17,20 






Amsofl 


x20 £34.10 






Am soft 


«30 £50,70 






Amsofl 


i40 £87.00 






Amsoft 


<50 £62,50 




uh.: 


3- Maxell PCW/CPCk 5 E10.50 






Malell 


110, £17,20 






Ueiell 


(20 £34.10 






Maieli 


l30 E60.70 






Meieil 


X40 £67 00 






Maxell 


.50 £82.50 




MAXELL individually cased disks add £2.00 




per ID 10 above prices. 






fi?S 


BjIk-UnbrandBd 


x25 £10,45 




R.2S 


3M Brand 


HO E9B0 




3,5" 
3.5- 


BulkUnbranded 
3M Brand 


■ 10 £8.50 




110 (:i2,ao 





RIBBON BB-IHK / DO IT TOURSBLrtIt 



NEW OUT - 'RIBBON HE-INK' contains no 
propellent. A Black re-lnking spray surtabte tor 
most labric ribbon types. Now more 
environment friendly £11.00 



DISK STORAGE BOJ^ 

AMSIO(Ams.br'd) holds 10 £6.00 

DS40L 3V3.5" - Lockabie X8,50 

DS80L3"/3,S"-Lockfltile £11.50 

AMS30L(Am5 brd) holds 30 lods., £9,90 

PRIKTER RIBBONS 
PCW 8SS6/S51 S - di3t matrix printer 

FABRIC (Um length] xS £650 

xlO ES9.85 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x H £6.50 

xlO £2925 

PCW 95ia - daisywheel printer 

CARBON MULTISTRIXE X 2 £6.00 

mo £B7.00 

fABfilCTVPE » S J:6.00 

XlO £27,00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRIKTER RIBBONS 
PCWBOOO Fatiric or Cartxm x2... .£13,00 
PCW9512 fabnc or Carbon <a ,,£13,00 

PCWSS56/8519 COLOUR RIBBONS 
Phone for availability «2, ,. £11.80 

ShiAU SELEaiON OF OTHER PRINT RIB60KS 

CITIZEN Swift24 i2 £9.00 

Swift S4 Colour x2 £29.00 

120D xS £7,00 

HQP40 >:2 £15,60 

HOP«Colour x2 £39.00 

HQP45 xe £20,80 

AMSTRAU DMP EOOO/3000 X 2 £7,90 

LQ3500 xB £13,50 

LQ5000 xi £17,50 

STAR LC10 xB £6.30 

LC24-10 x2 £710 

EPSON LCMOO x! £11,50 

LQ500 xB £11.80 



Wb supply Biactly wtial yoc order ■ please make 
&LJre Ibat what you are crdenng is going lo tie 
ngfit Icr youl We do nol sell goods an approval 

COMPlfTER PAPER 
11' X 9.5' Continuous Ustlns> 

SP/051 sheet thick- 500 sheets ,, £9,80 
SP/101 sheet thick -1000 sheets, . .£11 30 

SP/BO 1 sheet thick - SOOO sheets £15,60 

DP/05! sheets cartxxiiess- 500 £15,60 

DP/10 2 sheets cartxmiess - 1000 £24.30 

11 * X 14' Continuous (wide cani«9e)i- 

Isheetthick- 500 sheets £.900 

Isheetthick-IOOOsheets £15.75 

1 sheet thick -2000 sheets £EB50 

A4 - (liue A4) 30 gsm - ConUnuoui;- 

Piainwhiie/microperf x500, £13.90 

Plain iMiite/microperfx 1000 £19,95 

Plainv^ite/microperf xBOOO £33.50 

A4 - Single fleets ■ white x 500 £8.S5 

A4 - Single sheets - «*ii!e x 1000 £13,75 

A4 - Single sheets - blue x 1000 £17.75 

LABELS - wttti sprocket holes:' 

One wide 3 l/BM 7/16" ■ 500 £9.95 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" -1000 £13.75 

One wide 3 I/2M 7/16" - 2000, , £99 50 
One wide 3 1/B"x1 7/16' - 4000. L4S 50 



TESNtCHE - A PCW 102 KEY 
KEYBOARDItl 



Simply unplug your exisnng keyboard, plug 

this one In and slan typing 1 

ExeellBnt quality andlael £63,50 



AMSTRAD PCW SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN II - the new version 

Weil worth waiting for £69,00 

FLIPPER ill need 512K memory,,, .,,£29.00 
FORWaiD - the word PfiE-piccesso £38.00 

PSOTEXT - THE FULL SVSTEM^ £3!.90 

includes a very fast wotdptocessor plus 
spell-checker and a superb mail-merge 
utility that is almost a programming 
language in Itself The latest i^rsion. 

PKO-EAZE- needs Protext to run £15.00 

a set of utilities produced especially for 
Protexi users containing a variety of 
automatically generated invoice layouts/ 
delivery notes etc. All can tie customised 
and cany out calculations automatically 
ideal for the small to medium sized 
business. 



II IS always imporlanl to state ttie type ol 
PCW you own when you orderl 



LccoScnpl 11 £B4 90 

LocoComlm-LocoScnpt II S Spell .,.£30.00 

LocoMail K file-fcf which PC*^ £35.00 

LocoFiie- state which PCW used .,.£26 00 
New Thesaurus- use with LocoFile. ...EIS.BO 
LocoMail -use with Locoscnpt II ,£2490 
LocoSpeii - use with Locoscnpt II ,..£21.00 
Locofont Disk (contains old LocoFont 1 i 

LocofOnIB) ..„ E24 90 

LccoScriptllSLocoFile £33.00 

always state ihe type of PCW you use, 
OTHER LOCOMOTIVE ITEMS AVAILABLE 

Digita 'E' Type - typewriter emul £24.15 

M.A.S.S, Easy Labeller- excellent, ..,£21,00 
More than a simple latieller - ideal for 
anything from greetings labels to 
consecutively numbered raffle tickets. 
INTE6RATED PACKS S SPREADSHEETS 

Mini Office Pro-Integrated pack £25,87 

CrackerliTurtio-f -Spreadsheet... .£32 00 

Supercaic II -Spreadsheet £34.00 

DATABASES 

Ccmix Card Index - easy to use £21.00 

Masterfile 8000-best general buy,. ,.£BB.{)0 

dBase 11 -very powerful £4B,00 

Prodatfl - for Protext users £47.45 

Oigita Datastore II £23.40 

Camsoft Cam base , £45.00 

SEE LOCOflLE IN WORDPROCESSIt^ 



PRINTEHS: WIDE RANGE: 
SAMPLE PRICES 

CITIZEN I20D £120.00 

124D £174.00 

SWIFT 24 £249.00 

ALL CITIZEN DOT MATRIX COME 
WITH TWO YEARS PARTS AND 
LABOUR WARRAI^TY. 
liflANfJESfvlAMN TALLY (repuledly 
strongest printers In the world - 
probably are) 
From the fvlT81 at just £133,00 



BOOKS ARE ZERO RATED SO DO NOT ADD VAT: LARGER BOOK LIST AVAILABLE 



Locoscnpt II User Guide £19,95 

Supsrcalc Training Manual £12.95 

Locomall UsarGunJe £19,95 

Locospell tiser Guide £14.95 

Locoflle UserGuiOe ,,,£19,95 

Mallard Basic Manual For PCW £9.95 

Pioteil. a PCW Users Guide £10,95 

Successlul Credit Control £17.95 

Compulers and tfie Law £22.50 

Dirsclors Personal Liability £1S 50 



Sharpbenders - stiows hov^ other companies 
unlaassd Ihelrpoienlial - vary good ,£35 00 

Moving Into Management £8.95 

Stralegic Management/Small Bus , ,£17 50 

Vtfoikmgwilh dBase II £10.95 

Supercatc ProirpI Supercak:3 £1095 

LocoscriplH/Miil/Spell/Fite £10.95 

Introducing C £12.95 

Data protaclion code ol praclkie £12.95 

Using Ibe Amslrad PCW Word Pro £9,95 



[F ONLY ORDERING ONE BOOK PLEASE ADD EZ.OO (PLUS VAT) TO L-0\'ER 
CARRIAGE... 



To place an order by telephone me will need to know Ihe following: 



1. Today's date. 

2. Your name and address. 

3. Your telephone number In case of problems. 

4. The name of the magazine where you saw this advert. 



5. The type and number of the credit card you wish us to debit. 

6. The expiry date of the card, 
and lastly: 

7. The item(s) you wish to purchase making sure we know 
exactly which type of machine it is to work with. 



Please make Cheques.'P.O's payable to "W.B.B.S, Ltd." 



BUSINESS SERVICES 

Please note - we have moved our Sales and Despatch departments to new premises 
All enquiries should now be directed to this address. 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES FOR THE PCW 



II you S'6 unsure which package you need for your Ousinass please do nol hesiraie to 
leisphone us and we will llsien lo your riaeds and dsscribe the various packaged \o you m dear 

larflonless terms - butlwvayou to decide. 



A UNIQUE OFFER FROM CORNIX SOFTWARE - ONLY AVAILABLE 
FROM 'W.B.B.S.' LTD! 



ComlK have a rHpuraiion ro hve up lo, a repulalion Ihev are luslly proud o' Ws ai West of 
Britain are equally proud lo hava Peon chossn lo acl as Ihe sole distributor lor their pundlad 
pack (10 be known as CORNIX CONTRACTOR). This is one special oHer you juS cannot attoid 
to mrsB il you afS running a business. CORNIX CONTRACTOR consists ol the" top two tllles 
sold togelhsr In ona pai* at a VERY REDUCED PRICE. Tlie np (or (tie r«0 Individual packs is 
£Z09,15(ira:. VAT) but waaraoHerlnfl CONTRACTOR (or just £9e,00p(u5 VAT malilnoE116.a2 
In all! I """ This represents a saving ol ESE.BO on the rip! — nBlpricejusi E99.00 

ThB essential PCW accounts package loi the small business' aoDO Plus Jan '91 - you are able 
lo pfBdicI accurately just how much ouriay you eiipecE lor a job takir>g materials and labour inro 
account, and what you should be expecting tn reiurn.' 'H could be your passport to multi-national 
stalusi'8DD0PlusJan9i. 

COFtNIX Tm£5 ■ EACH IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN. 

Simple Aecounls (I £Sa 00 Job Eslimating , , ,,£73 00 

Invoking £49.00 Product Costing £72.00 

■■ SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER '■ Buy contractor and get a mp^ ol CARD INDEX (dal^jase) for |usl 
£18.00 plus VAT ENTHV CHANGE lor Simple Accounts 11 £21 00 



CONNECT SYSTCMS - 

UONET MANAGER PCW 

^ney Manager PCW 

Grealualue' E3790 

This Is the very latesl version trom the 
Connect stables - a lop selier. 



D.R.S. Total Accounting ,. tSS.lX) 

please contact us fot dEtails 
Meridian Stockjnarkel II £S9.00 



CQUFACT ACCOUNTS 

Wo use Compaci tor our own accounis 
syslem The best IS on Ihe PCW I 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS call lor pnaes 

Saies.'Purchase/Nonilnal Ledgers plus 
invoicing/R^wri Wrilar S (nierlacer 

COMPACT ACCOUMTS PLUS P.O.A. 

As above plus Slock Control S Sales Order 

Processing. 

COMPACT COMPLETE ACCOUNTS. P.O.A. 

This new bundia provides everything you 

need to njn a business including Payroll. 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE. 
FULL RANGE OF STATIONERY AVAILABLE 



SAGE ACCOUNTS 

Popular Accounts £54.00 

Popular Accounts Plus iSS.OO 

Popular invoicing £40.00 

Popular Payroll £40.00 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 

PS1L ■ (ntegtaled Siock/lnv^Sales^ 

Purchase SHominai ledgers £149.00 

PSPN - Int. Saies^urch./Nom £89.00 

PPA/ - PaiTOli £45.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS 

Integrated Accounts £89.80 

Other Map ledgers mostly dl .£39.00 

DIGITA 

Business Controller ,.£44.00 

Personal Tax Planner £90.00 



DIGITA SYSTEM 3 



£39.80 



STOCK CONTROL 

INVOlCINOrSALES LEDGER 

CASHFLOW CONTROLLER 

Not a lull accounts pack but rather a suite oE 

3 separate loois' 



CAVAUER SOFTWARE 

Simple invoicing £30,39 

Instock £65.00 

IrBct £65,00 

Inl3us(ness ( Integrated) £130.00 

Dinei- ReslauranUTake Away a^c £59,13 

Homeview: Estate Agents prog, , £169 95 
tJewsboy Newspaper Deliveries .,,£59,13 
Re-Chotd' Music LitKary prog ES6.W 



HiSoft Software 



HiSofl Pascal 80 £33.85 

Extremely fast with GSX graphics. 

HiSoIt C £33.85 

Very popu(ar integer C compiler. 

HiSoft DevTJacBO £33.85 

Werston 2 - very compact. 

FTL Moduia ■ 9 £36,80 

Complete Moduia - 9 development. 

FTL Editor Toolkit £99,00 

Complete Moduia - ! source to editor. 

FTLAPK £99.00 

Contains an enhanced liifter, overlay, 
manager and rediaidant code remc/er. 

hJevada COBOL £33.85 

Close to ANSI-74 COBOL 

HiSonfOHTH.... £17.35 

Easy to use FCMTH - very fast. 

Knife Pius £17.35 

The complete disk reccs«fy system 
with sector copier and buiid-file 
option Essential utility for PCW 



ARHOR CP/M LANGUAGES 



MAXAMll £39,00 

Complete CP/M machine code 
dc^lopment swtem. 

■C £97,91 

Complete C develcpment system. 

BCPL,,, £19.90 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language 



THIS ADVERT CONSTITUTES A TINV 
PART OF OUR PANGE 1000's LINES OF 
OFFICE EOUIPMENT S SUPPLIES (home 
use tool) 



SOLOTAB Suspension flies t 50 £28,80 

KRAFTPLY foolscap folders » 100 £5.30 

Stadiing letter trays <S E14.1D 

choose black, blue, red OR grey 
PENS: 
BIC CRYSTAL medium OR fine point: 

black, blue, red OR green i 50 £5.09 

PENTEL NEW SUPERB BALLPEN BK77 

black, blue OR red > 1? £6,12 

STEAOTLER Huorescant htghHghters: 

blue, green, yelkiwORpInk ■ 10 £B,EO 

as above Put a assorted £3.46 



UNIQUE TO W.B.B.S. LTDII! 

The Tfltot Program £21,73 

Professional tarot reading program 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING - DESIGN -- GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II , A revolution m desktop pubiishing oh Ihe AmsUad PCWI 



£35 S5 



RUNS ON the PCWB256'B51Zj9512 (Ihe 9512 needs a dot matrii pnnter to pnnti. The 
manual is comprehensive, immensely friendly, and vjill lead you where you want to go' (New 
Computer Eipress) - and its 150 pages long, IMPORT FILES Irom Locoscript 2. pFoteil, 
Wordslar, Mastarscan, Stop Press and other PCW BOftwaro 

" TEXT EDITING : TVPESETTING : FONT DESIGN , GRAPHICS , DIAGRAMS ■ LOGOS ■■ 
' Ttia Bolls Ro/ce ot PCW desktop pubiistiing,' (Amstrafl PCW Magajlne). 



NEW reOM THE PRODIKERS OF MiCRODESIGN II - PROSCAN - A HAI4D SCWJhIER K» THE PCWI 



ProScan - Injm CREATIVE TECHNOLOGV. A brilliant new triumph hom the makers of Micro 
Design II, 'Excellent quality. Easy to use. Cheap,' 8000 Pius Magazines venjicl - smrmg 20 
out ot a possible 20i|i First CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY tjrougM you IliB software S now the 
hardware to nin serious dip on your PCWI EiSJ 00 



MicroOesign l( . Contnver Mouse 8 Interlace £69,00 

MicroDesign l( ., Kempston Mouse S interface (InciudBs Jeeves 3 Daalafai) £79,00 

MooOesign I1 1- Log i(Bch'AMX type Mouse 8 (ntertace (with through nort| £75,00 



Stop Press * Moosa fl Inlertace £60,70 

Slop Press , Soltware only £36,50 



PCW DRAW - al last a professional 
drafnng'deaign padi E33.00 



Logitech 'AM X type Mouse 4 Intfca ..£41.30 

Kempston Mouse * Interlace £52.00 

Contnver Mouse • Intertace £35.00 

Mouse Mai - Non Slip Surface £4.35 

(the rnouse mat helps prevent dust pidi-up 
and sl^idding during use). 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT VOU ORDER 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS WHAT YOU WANTMI 

SORRY BUT WE DO NOT SELL ON APPROVAL 



EDUCATIONAL AND FUNt 



BOURNE EOUCATIOr^AL SOFTWARE 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.« 

iJtoridWise £11.99 

two really e';cel lent pacts! 

TOPOLOG1KA 

Giantkiiier (maths adv. 9-16 WS) £13.35 

Ves Chancellor {UK Economy sim) .,£1 BK 

lANSYST 

Crash Course in Typing £15.60 

Two Fingers to Touch Typing ., £15.60 

K05M0S LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French, Gemian, Spanisli & Italian - ver/, 
very (leiiible courses -eacti just £13.75 

APEX BUSINESS LANGUAGE TLFTORS 

French/Geiman/Spanish each at . .. .£59 00 

D.G.C. EDUCATIOMAL SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime 4-B years £12 90 

Crossgrid [crossword puzzles). . .^19.90 

Sciiools Out (5 games) £15.90 

Ultimate Quiz — .,~™ « £1 2.90 

Sums ^ -„-^..^..J:i 9.90 



LCL ■ IpyOU WISH TO STUDV SERJOUSLV 

LCL Micro Maths Byrs to adult , ,,,£19,90 
LCL Micro English 8 to adult £19,90 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Bcner Speilins ■ age 8 to adult £12,90 

Magic Maths - age 4-8 years £12.90 

Maths Mama - age 8-19 years £12,90 

BetterMalhs-a3e12-16yeat5 £19.90 

Physics, Chemistry or Biology 
age 1B-16 years ; EACH AT £16.00 



PCW LEISURE 



■■■ GET RICH QUICK PERHAPS? •" 

PRO-PUNTER (racing t»l aid) £38.00 

PRO-POOLS (forecasting aid) £34.60 

Although designed as forecasting aids we 
cannot guarantee results witti the at»ve or 
with Ihe Intraset rengell 



REELTIHE 

Top Quality training courses on dislt witti 

Instructor on audio tape 

RT-LocoSchpt II - PCW9512 £29.90 

RT-LocoSoripl - PCWa?S6/SlZ £29,90 

RT-LocoScnpl II - PCWB256/51Z E29.S0 

RT-CP(M - use your computari £29 30 

RT-SuperCaic II £29.90 

RT-dBASE II. „ £29.90 

DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOB NEW USERS 



•" ADVENTURE GAMES "■ 

Cotniption i £16.00 

ScapeghostI £12 50 

Lancelot - 3 advenluies m 1 £13,20 

Fisli £16.80 

• The Preifessional Ad^entute Writer " 

■ Write VDur csvn adventures! ' £18.00 

Mindfighter £15,00 

Time and Magjk - 3 games in 1 £9,90 

••• TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES "■ 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac .. £15 80 

Countdown to Doom „...,,..„- £t!BO 

Kingdom of Hamli _.„ _.„,£1B 30 

Philosophers Quest £19,80 

fielum to Doom £12,80 

"• SIMULATIONS — 

Tank ATtadi - NEW PKJGFiAM £14,80 

World of Soccer £12.00 

Tomahaiv*- helicopter simulation ,..£12,80 
Graham Goocties Test Cncltet„.t , ,.,£19,80 
Headcoach - American football £12,00 

— ACTION "• 

BnanCloughs Football Fortunes £9,90 

Classic CoiiecBon I „ 1 £12.20 

Classic Coilecljon II J..,.i;l2,20 

— T,WLE GAMES •" 

ScratAile Deluxe £15.50 

Bridge Player Gaiactica ,,£19.80 

Home Entertainment Centre £12.10 

Colossus IV Bridge £11,80 

Clcicl: Chess 89- very Rc^verfui £13.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13 50 

Trr/ial Pursuit - latest versioul , , 1 £15.20 

Steve Davis Snooker £10,80 

Classic Games 4 (4 board games) ,£1280 
KEMPSTON INTERFACE i JOrtTlCK, i . ...£25,00 
Games showing i not for use on PCW951S 



INTRASET SOFTWARE RANGE FOR 
THE PCW 

Coursemaslar — - E173S 

Pooismaster , „,.£17 35 

Perm -Master E1S61 

Profit from your Mlcto (VATttBa)..,-„£1 J.95 

Tha GraF*iologlsl _~ _„i:43.43 

Cashmaster - ~ £26,04 




CALL£RS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE. 

II i.m si-i'.ULVIIilnji uv si-li Ih-iii.; ^.ll(^ i1h,i|m i i I-.i-u1ii i^ pliiini' us tifluri- \,iii lim (l|)cii 'I ii :i|iiii M()M>A^ I'o [KlUAV, 

PostaAt Is FRJ&E an DTdere over £10.00 Bet, If less ttian thja pJcHHc 
»lldia,00 tocnver poslagc, VOtJ MESlj8iatBM'-®J,7.S% Ni. i;>vti 'i'l'- 

I>r1c-cs and drsi'ri|iliiuii siihu. Inn 1miil;c niHnnbi rmlli.- (ItiiiHim ciiiiililliilis ,i\,iil.itilr- i:|iiiri ii,|Ui-,LJ. All IraUt-marks ufti. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES LTD. DEPT 8/7 

ENTERPRISE HOUSE, SEECHWOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

LLANDEILO. DYFED, SA19 7HR. TEL: (0558) 823782 

iWSWf^i; I'llDM^ (K:!,17H-,il ,\ iiW l«',l,«U.l| lin.'s.iu.'ii ^!4 ln.iir. k.r iirilcis. 
GOVr. UEPls / LULAL S EUULAIIONAI, All 1 1 KIHI lY CktiUIT OFUJISFIS AUU ;i'" TO CASH J'KICE 
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Over to you 

This is the page 

vliere ihe ipalliglil is 
firmly on you. Send 
us your problems and 
Liz yrill do her best lo 
solve Ihcm. The 
address lo write to « 
LacoPlus . 8000 Plus, 
30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath. BAl 2BW. 
Sorry but we 
cannot promise to 
answer all of your 
letters personally 



LOCOPLUS 

No problem is too small or too large for LocoPlus. We're here to help! 
This month Liz Bruce takes another look at your most trying 
LocoScript problems. So, put your difficulties into the capable hands of 
an expert and find out how to print on both sides of the paper, how to 
copy your most useful templates and much, much more! 



Dear Liz, 

Is there any way of copying changes made in the document 
set-up (labs, margins and so on) into a TEMPLATE.STD? 
Recently, I set up a complicated template and spent some 
lime and care on 11, but I found that when I created my first 



document using thai template, 1 still had lo make several 
changes. Then I had to edit the template and make the 
changes there. It would have been much easier if I could 
have copied Ihe layouts into Ihe template. Can it be done? 



You cannot do exaelly what you 
suggesi. (Only LocoScripl PC users can 
copy the document set-up from one 
document lo another.) However, there is 
another way. 

It is very common lo find that ihe 
first lime you use a lemplalc you have to 
make changes, and sometimes you need 
to change it at a later date too. Rather 
than try and remember the changes and 
edit them into your template, this is what 
you should do. 

1 . Erase the current TEMPLATE.STD. 

2. Make a copy of your mast recent 
document, which contains the changes lo 
layouts. Copy it into the same group. 
You won't he allowed lo do so without 
re- naming ii during Ihe copy, as you 
can't have two tiles with the same name 
in one group. So. when the confirmation 
menu appears showing you the name of 
the file you're copying and the new 




TTie original lemplate has gone. All that remains I 
changes) over to a tile called TEMPLATE>STD. It 

name and desliiiaiion group, type in the 
new name. TEMPLATE.STD. 
3. Now. edit your new template. With 
the cursor at ihe beginning of ihe file, 
press jCUTI, then |DOC|. then cut again 
and all ihe lext will be cut out leaving 
you with a blank template incorporniing 
all your most recent changes. 



s Id copy your document (with the layout 
will become Ihe new template for that group 

On a more general note, ihere is nothing 
mysterious about TEMPLATE.STD. 

Any document can become a 
lemplaie, .simply by renaming it as 
TEMPLATE.STD. Just remember you 
can't have more ihan one lemplate in a 
group, and so LocoScript will always 
look for a Hie by that name. 



Dear Liz, 

When printing multiple copies of a document on my Amslrad 
851 Z printer, I am annoyed to find that it prints nearer the lop 
of Ihe page each time, until U actually hits the perforations 



between the continuous sheets. 

Why does this happen, and is there anything I can do lo 
prevent this happening in future? 



20 July 91 



. I think you must have a 
mismatch between the paper you have 
loaded in the printer, and the paper you 
have told the printer it is loaded wiih! To 
be more precise, 1 ihink you must be 
setting the printer lo 11" continuous and 
actually using A4 continuous. The 
printer would then think thai each sheet 
is a little shorter than it actually is. The 
result is that il prints closer to ihe lop of 
the next sheet. 

Have a look at the paper you're 
using and measure il. If il is exactly 1 1 " 
long, then it is indeed I I" paper. If it's 
nut. there's your problem. If it does agree 
with what you're setting the printer to, 
you'll need lo write lo me again. 

If it doesn't, and I'm preity sure 
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LocoScript oflers you a numbet ol standard paper sizes. The paper you have In your printer 
should be the same as the paper licked on this list. 11 In tjoubl, use a ruler to check 



that's ihe problem, then you will need lo 
sel up a new paper type for A4 
continuous. This is a simple process, if 



you don't know how lo do this, see our 
guide to setting up new paper types in 
last month's Loco Plus. >■ 



LOCO PLUS 



Dear Liz, 

I find (he surgery yoii are running helpful and interesting. 
However, I read IhefirsI l.ocoPlus question in the March 
issue with interest. Il hegs a question. Everything I produce 
with the 9512 I wanl printed on both sides of the paper! 
What do I do? 

Far this precise reason I have not bothered to use the 
slieet feeder witich came with the FCW. I have to hang over 
the printer feeding in ei'ery sheet. Is there a simple way of 
always being able to print page 2 on the reverse of page I 
when using continuous feed? I realise there have been 



suggestions made which I have not tried - they do not look 
simple.' What I have in mind is a permanently set up 
template, not a system which requires fiddling every time I 
want to print a multi-page document. 

1 would also like to know this. When a long document is 
split up into several parts, how can the several parts leach 
ending on a different page and a different position on the 
page) be brought together to produce a document correctly 
numbered, without gaps? The separate parts, of course, each 
have their own page numbering, starting at page 1. 



, Tlie answer to your lirsl 
queslion depends on who you are 
priming lor. I have this problem too, as I 
wrile a lot and need lo see the results on 
paper before I can edit properly. My 
solution h (o use continuous feed paper, 
let a document print on one side, use 
this copy as a reference Iwithoul 
bursting die sheets aparll. When I've 
finished wi(h that copy. 1 use a fell-lip 
pen to cross out die lew. then lum the 
whole thing over and use ihe other side 
for the next prinloul. This makes full 
use of the paper. Finished copies usually 
need to be produced on one side of the 
paper anyway. 

However, if you need your finished 
work on both sides of Ihe paper, you 
have a problem. LocoScripl PC allows 
the user lo select "prim odd" or '"print 
even" at the prim stage, which is what 
you really want. Perhaps if there's 
enough demand Locomotive will 
incorporate this in the next release of 
LocoScript 2. 

In the meantime, there is no simple 
.solution. There have been various clever 
methods, but probably the simplest is 
die following one: 

1) Keep your document in fairly small 
parts, say four pages. 

2) When you lini.sh each pan, make a 
copy. In one copy, cut out every other 
page, and in the other cut out the 
alternative pages. Yes. this mucks up 
your page numbering, but il is possible 
to number the pages manually at the 
bottom instead of auiomaticaily in a 
fooler. All a bit of a trial but not as bad 
as il sounds once you get used to il. 

3) Rename your file containing the first 
page with the extension .ODD and the 
file containing the .second page .EVE. 
Then print .ODD, lum the paper over 
and prim .EVE. 

OK. I guess that involved fiddling 
but it's the best I can do, T'ra afraid. 

On your second ijuery, again Ihe answer 
depends on why you want to do it. It is 
possible to use "Insen text" lo add all 
the parts of the document together, then 
check ihe page breaks and print it out. 
However, this is nol really necessary. 

When typing in part of a large 
document, don't worry about Ihe page 
breaks, just decide how long you wish 
to keep each pan. let's say six pages. 
When you reach page seven, keep 
typing for a few lines, then use copy and 
cut 10 remove the lines on page seven. 
Store these in a block, finish the edit, 
create your next pan and paste in those 
few lines. 

This way you know thai the overlap 
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The option to Inspect a documenl will produce a short description that Includes Ihe page 
number. To choose this option, place the cursor over the documenl and press [IS] 
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The page number can be allered by moving the cursor over the line First page and typing In a 
number. Irom this point on all ol the pages will be named In sequence Irom the first page 



is exactly correct and the page break at 
the end of each section is also correct. 

Page numbering is easily handled. 
You can set the first page number In the 
documenl iiself. To do this, go Into 
Document Set-up [fl |. then press (f5], 
for Page, and choose Page number. You 
can then type in what you want the first 
page number of that section lo be. 

However, this can break down if 
you then go back to a previous part and 
add lexl. Lf the section before now stops 
at page 8 Instead of page 6. your next 
section starting at page 7 no longer 
makes sense. 

You don't have to edil each 
document lo correct the page 
numbering. You can do ii from the Disc 
Manager Screen. With the cursor on the 
documenl you wish to change, select 



|f5|=Inspeci documenl. and press 
|ENTER| to confirm. The page 
numbering will be displayed, and can be 
changed simply by pulling die cursor on 
'First page number' and typing in what 
you want ihat number to be, then 
pressing |ENTER|. The rest of the page 
numbering will be adjusted lo match. 

h is even possible lo make all of 
this happen automatically, but I have 
found that generally people get so 
confused over counters that il is easier, 
and more accurate, to do il manually. 

The easiest way lo handle all ihls Is 
10 name your files so that the pans are 
consecutive on ihe Disc Manager 
Screen, for example by naming them 
Pan.OO 1 , Part.0n2 and so on. Then you 
can simply check the page numbers 
from die Disc Manager. > 




Dear Uz, 

I own an Amstrad 
PCW H2S6 with the 
memory upgrade and 
an external 3"disc 
drive .which I fitted 
myself by following Ihe 
instructions given in 
your magazine. I have 
a question Ihat I am 
hoping you can help 
me with. 
When I use 
proportional spacing 
on a documenl set up 
for AS size paper using 
Ihe font Penman, it 
atwavs ends up 
prinlins off the right 
band side of the paper. 
How can I stop this? 

LU replies: 
Your margins, scale 
pitch and pilch need 
cliecking. The scale 
pitch should be 15 as 
Ihe Penman 
character,', are thinner 
than the normal unes. 
Scale Pitch is set by 
.selreling |nt| from 
your set-up or layout 
screen. This means 
you need to work out 
your margins using 15 
characters lu Ihe inch. 
Ifyuu want a V lefl 
hand margin, you set 
the margin lu 15 on 
Ihe ruler line. Viiur 
right hand margin 
should be about 70, lo 
give about an inch at 
the right. 
I'o make Penman 
Itioh right, you then 
select PS as Ihe pilch 
ynu actually use in the 
documenl, either by 
setting thai in |r4|in 
Ihe layout ur by 
putting in a +PS code 
at the beginning of the 
document. This may 
look odd on the 
screen, but will print 
out correctly 
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Dear Liz, 
I ovn an Amsirad 
PCW 82S6 and use 
LocoScripi I. 
Once I have created 
a docnmeni with 
over ion names, is 
it possible 10 then 
place Ihein in 
alphabetical order? 

' Liz replies: Nol 
really, I'm arrald. 
All of us long-time 
LocoScripi inns have 
had this problem ul 
some time and, 
although there have 
been some clever 
uses mudeur''Find 
and Exchange", 
there is no easy way 
roiind iL 
There is only one 
real solution to this 
problem and that's 
LocoKile which 
solves it completely. 
I strongly 

recommend Ihat you 
buy a copy and 
upgrade tu 
LocoScripi 2 ul the 
same lime. A bundle 
is no» available 
which is much 
cheaper than buying 
them separately 



Dear Liz, 

I read your answer to the first letter in the March edition of 
8000 Plus with interest. I bare already tried to use continuous 
paper with a 9512 and a Star LC 10 printer. I followed your 
own line of reasoning, and assumed that I wouldn't have to 
hand feed each sheet. 

So far, I have met with limited success. I find that despite 
of following the instructions, I can't get a document printed 



in its correct place on the paper. On every occasion the 

printer performs several linefeeds before printing, so that the 
bottom footer details are almost on the perforations. There's 
no problem with the 95l2's own printer. 

Are you able to tell me what I'm doing wrong please? 
Incidentally, exactly the same thing happens when I use my 
Star LC24-10 printer. 



. The whole subjeci of primers is 
a minelield. Unless someone has aclually 
used lhee>;a«combinalion oFPCW, 
printer model, LoLoScripI version and 
primer driver type and version, it is 
impossible to give exact advice. 1 can 
make a tew suggesiion.s though. Firsi, 
check the DIP swilches on the printers, 
and the description of these swilches in 
the printer manuals. You may find a 
swiifii called an aiilo line-feed or an auto 
carriage return. If so, whatever position 
it is in, try (he reverse position. You 
can't hurt printer or computer by 



esperimeming with these switches. The 
worst that can happen is thai your 
documents won't print properly until you 
put things b.ick the way they were, 

it is also possible that you're not 
using the best printer driver and it is 
worth seeing if a better one is available 
in the Primer Support Pack. 

Certainly, if you are using a 24-pin 
printer, you would benefit from using the 
24-pin driver. This would let you use the 
printer in download mode, which allows 
you io print all the LocoScripi characters 
and, as the primer is controlled by the 



computer when it is workmg in 
download mode, that would probably 
cure your problem anyway. 

If experimenting with the switches 
and the primer driver doesn't work, then 
it is worth contacting Locomotive 
directly. They give excellent support for 
printers and update il all the time, 
producing new and improved printer 
drivers. However, I do know of other 
people using these printers without 
problems, .so on balance I suspect that 
the settings of your DIP switches will be 
the cause of your problems. 



GUIDED TOUR OF LOCOSCRIPT 2 - PART IV 



[F3] FROM THE DISC MANAGER 
SCREEN 

The [f3] function button on the Disc 
Manager Screen gives you a menu of all 
the actions you can carry out on a hie, 

COPY FILE Will make an exact copy of 
3 file on to another part of the same disc, 
or on to a different disc. 

To make a copy, first put the cursor 
on the file you wish to copy, then press 
[f3]. The cursor Is already on the Copy file 
option, so you only need to press the 
[ENTER] key. 

You will then get a message asking 
you to select the destination. The 
message does not remain on the screen, 
but If you look at the three status lines at 
the top of the screen, you will see the 
message repeated there. 

It is possible to make a copy in the 
same group as the original, in which case 
all you need to do Is press [ENTER] again, 
but H you do that, remember that you 
cannot have two hies in ^e same group 
with the same name. 

Normally, you would choose either a 
different group on the same disc, or 
another disc, usually a back up disc, 

H you have a single drive machine, 
you have to copy the hie to a group on 
ttie M drive, then put your destination disc 




Press [13] at the Disc Manager Screen and you 
can choose what to do with your llle 



in the A drive (remembering to press [f7] 
when you do so) and either copy or move 
the file now on the M drive to the new disc 
in drive A. 

It you have a twin drive machine, you 
can copy a file direct from one disc to 
another, simply by moving the cursor to 
the destination group, {Use the [SHIFT] 
key plus the arrow keys,) 

The commonest problem In copying 
files is when you are not actually copying 
the file you think you're copying! Many 
people think they should press [t3] first, 
then select the hie they wish to copy. In 
fact, you have to put the cursor on the file 
hrst, then press [t3], then [ENTER] to 
confirm that you wish to copy a hie. Then 
move the cursor to the destlnatjon and 
press [ENTER] again to tell the computer 
that you are ready. 

You will then see a confirmation 
message which will summarise what you 
have asked the computer to do, showing 
the drive letter, group and name of the 
file, for both source and destination. 

It Is possible to alter details at this 
point. For Instance, if you wish to make a 
copy of a file In the same group as the 
original, you can change the name of the 
copy here. Remember, you need to give it 
a unique name as you cannot have files 
widi the same name in the same group. 

MOVE FILE This works in exactly the 
same way as Copy file but it does not 
leave the original behind It. You will still 
have one copy of the file, but it will now 
be in your destination group and drive, 
and wilt have disappeared from the 
source group and drive, 

ERASE FILE Erasing a file removes 
the file selected with the cursor. H is 
worth remembering that there may well 
be a limbo copy of the hie as well. 

If you do erase a file by mistake, 
(although LocoScrlpt demands another 
[ENTER] as confirmation, before it 
actually erases the file) you may be able 
to get it back from limbo, though there 
are no guarantees. 



If you are erasing a file tor security 
reasons, then you should also make sure 
any Umbo copy is also erased, otherwise 
it will still be accessible to anyone who 
knows their way around LocoScript 

RENAME FILE This option allows you 
to ghfe the file a new name. 

RECOVER FROM LIMBO For 

accidentally erased files this option allows 
you to get a file back from limbo storage. 

You cannot do so unless you have the 
option to Show Limbo files switched on. 
Press [fe] for Options and put a tick 
beside that option, using the [+] key. 

Any limbo files will then be shown on 
the screen. If you try to edit a limbo file, 
you will not be able to. The file must be 
recovered from limbo before you can use 
it the normal way. 

Umbo has caused some considerablo 
confusion for people, and the best way of 
treating it Is purely as an emergency 
restoration feature. Unfortunately, the 
limbo copy of a file may not be the same 
as the file you have accidentally erased 

When you edit a file, the old version is 
what's stored in limbo, the new one is the 
ordinary file. However, the limbo file is 
still considerably better than nothing, but 
better yet Is to make sure all files are 
propeHy backed up In the first place. 

If you have only created a file and not 
yet edited it. there will be no limbo copy. 
The limbo storage area works on a first- 
In, first-out basis. So If you accidentally 
erase an old file, even though there may 
have been a limbo copy at some stage, 
there may not ba any more. 

Ail of which means that limbo is best 
left alone until the day you accidentally 
press [ENTER] bvice and realise, as the 
machine buzzes, that the file it's 
obliterating is actually your only copy of 
the essay thaf s due in tomorrow morning. 

At that point, with the cold sweat 
breaking out, you select the "Show Limbo 
files" option and pray that firstly, there 
will be a limbo copy, and secondly, that it 
will not be too different from your original. 
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Over to You! 

This is the part ofLocoPlus written by the readers! Six invaluable 
tips to help you save time and effort in your word processing sessions 





Quick start 

riiL- LocoSfripI 
manual lells us 10 
make a Slarl of Day 
disc by copying Side 
1 of ihe systems disc 
and erasing those files 
we do nol require. 
This is tedious and Time cotisuming, and 
usually involves erasing most of the files 
on disc. A quicker and easier way is lo 
proceed as follows: 

First fomiai a blank disc, then with 
your systems disc (or a copy) in Ihe 
drive select the f8 option. Press 1+] 
followed by iENTERl and four new files 
will appear in Group with the letter H 
after their names. These are the files you 
need to start up your disc. Use O to copy 
these files across lo the M: drive. The 
quickest way to Ihe M: drive is to press 
[SHIFT] and the right cursor arrow 
twice. If you wish to retain ;uiy other 
files {such as PHRASES.STD) copy 
these across as well. Then remove the 
system disc from the drive and insert 
your formatted disc. Use f3 again lo 
copy the files from the M: drive to the A: 
drive, this lime pressing [SHIFT] and the 
left cursor arrow twice. Also copy any 
TEMPLATE, STD files you wish lo 
retain. (These will already be in the M; 
drive.) When all the tiles you require are 
installed on your new disc, select f8 
again and [-] the hidden files. 

You probably realise that the above 
instructions refer to LocoScript 1. 
Ann Lisle 
Tyne & Wear 

Address mark present 

Stephen Dale, in a letter you included in 
"Over to You!" (May issue) says, 
amongst other things. "Confuscious say: 
don't gel rid of the lypewriier. save it for 
ihe envelopes!" Stephen Dale has, no 
doubt, been trying Ihe User Guide's 
recommended method of transferring an 
address from letter lo envelope via 
Diitcl Printing. He should know that 
Confuscious also said, "Man who 
messes with Direct Printing goes Loco." 
But he is nol alone in finding difficulty 
in addressing envelopes with his PCW. 1 
have recently received two letters from 
Future Publishing beautifully word- 
processor typed and both with 
handwritten envelopes! 

WiihmyPCWJSlZIfindno 
problem with addressing envelopes with 
the use of a Fill document. 

Create a document which you could 



call "ENVELOPE.DL". 

Now press f2=LaymiI and select 
"Change iayoui" [ENTERj; move the 
cursor along the lop line from the default 
setting, which should be 10, to 1 K. 

Now choose n= Margins, Select 
"Set Left Margin", followed by 
[ENTER] and [EXIT], 

Press the ]RETURN] key 7 times to 
gel to line S, and type [+]m?;name[-[m. 
The characters you have primed should 
be highlighted in reverse. Now [EXIT] 
the document a.s usual. 

After typing your letter, make a 
'block' of the address. Select your 
ENVELOPE.DL document and press the 
F key to activate 'Fill'. 

When document is displayed on 
screen with the cursor blinking at you. 
press PASTE folowed by the number 
you gave the. block. Easy. After priming 
the address you will of course, have your 
ENVELOPE.DL document on disc for 
use again and again. 

If Ihe address was not put in letter 
then simpiy bring up ihe Fill document 
and type the address. Quicker than 
taking out the typewriter to do the job. 
Arthur Gibberd 
Coventry 

A bold reverse 

A couple of shortcuts lor users of 
LocoScript 2. 

You can put the code for bold type 
simply by pressing [+1 and ENTER. 
Similarly you can remove il by pressing 
[-1 and ENTER. What you are doing 
here is anticipating Ihe selling and 
unsetling menus, where bold is Ihe first 
item on Ihe menu and is preselected lor 
your convenience. This shortcut meihod 
is easier for uncertain typists ihan 
searching the keyboard for the B key. 

To highlight lem you can press [+] 
and M. and you can unsel this with [-] 
and M. The M is for LocoMail, and even 
if you don 'I have LocoMail installed the 
screen will sull highlight ihe text you 
have selected, this is iwo key presses as 
against the four normally required 
(]-t-]RV [ENTER]). 
David Simpson 
Lusaka, Zambia. 

By any other name... 

Two earlier conespondenls (Roy Bealby 
and K Watson) in the May and June 
editions of 8(XX) Plus offer different 
methods of saving an edited documeni in 
LocoScript under a new name whilst 
retaining the original document. 



Both melhods are unnecessarily 
complicated. The simplest_method is lo 
use Ihe O COPY facility before editing 
Ihe documeni. When asked to choose 
desimalion for copied documeni press 
[ENTER] and when the small menu 
appears insert a new name for the copied 
document and then [ENTER] again. The 
copy will be stored on the same disc in 
Ihe same group as the original which is 
probably where you need it in any case, 
and can I hen be edited without any risk 
to tlie original document. 
G A Doyle 
Wolverhampton 

Sin 1 

Here are 3 LocoScript tips:- 

1. I have saved Ihe bold headline 
instructions you gave in the January 
edition, as phrase 'H' - 
(CRO)(+LSpaceO)(+Bold) 

(CEnire)(+Piichn)(+PitchPSD)Headline 
(+PitchI7) 

(CEnire)(+Pitchl5)(+PitchPSD)Headline 
(+Pitchn) 

ICEntre)(+Pitchl2)(+PitchPSD)Headline 
(+Pitchl7) 

(-LSpace){Bold) 

When I want to use il. I can 
]PASTE|1H1. and then [EXCHANGEl 
'Headline' for all the words I want lo see 
in "Extra-bold". 

2. I usually work with 1.5 line feed for 
each carriage return, bui I often wanl lo 
change this 10 1 line feed, and then back 
to ihe original l.S setting, 

I have [+CR01 and [+CRI.5[ stored 
as phrases 'X' and Y'; so when i press 
[PASTE][X] or |PASTE][Y[. the 
spacing changes. 

When I call for "Show Phrases', X 
and Z come up, to show thai they are in 
use, but with no indication of which is 
which: so I have to remember, 

3. I prini most of my documents onto 
continuous paper. I used to find il was a 
chore to wind on exactly one page at the 
end of a seclion, in order lo release the 
lasl page to be printed. 

I now have a document saved in 
Group 0. called PAGEFEED.OOO. 
All il has in ii is [ALT] [RETURN], 
When I tell the machine to prim this, it 
gives me an automatic page feed, while I 
tidy up my desk. 
B J Murphy 
Leicester 



Highlights 



I alsu have a tip .vuu 
may like to publish 
sometime. When i 
type in my scrmuns. 1 
have found that 
using the -f-RV code 
nol only makes il 
easier for me lo read 
(i.e. black on white, 
rather than white un 
black), but also 
makes it easier fur 
me to judge siiH 
hyphens etc. When 1 
have finished, going 
back lu the beginning 
and deleting Ihe +RV 
code before doing a 
spell -check means 
that the progress of 
the spell -check can 
be roilowed as Ihe 
reverse reservses 
itself! The spell - 

I check slaps at the 
beginning of words 11 
wishes to query. If 
Ihe +RV code is nol 
deleted before doing 
Ihe spell -check, the 
unknown words and 

I typing errors are nut 
high lighted, so make 
sure Ihut il is deleted 
Tirst. 

Rev. Philip 
Clements-Jewery 



Your turn! 

Do you have any 
LocoScripl lips Ih a I 
you wanl til pass on? 
Do you know 
something about 
LocoMail that 
nobody else does? 
Why nol write in In 
usal Over lo You. 
8000 Plus. 30 
Monmouth Street. 
BalhBA12BW. 
You could even 
stand III win £20 -so 
gel tipping! 
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Mail Orders 



Send a letter to Brezhnev and everyone else you know! 
Karen Donaghay teams up with LocoMail and LocoFile and 
produces mail by the bagful 



Mail storm 

Til invtsi in this 
spvL'Cly ni»ilin|i 
system yuu «ill nretl 
the LnimMail 
proeram. II tun he 
ftbtuintit fnim 
l.i)ci]muli\e scjflware 
for the prict of 
U5.19. Their address 
is Louimiitive 
Software, Dnrking 
Businfss Park. 
Dnrking, Surrey. 
RH4IYL. oryduean 
ring them on t030AI 
741)6(16 fur mure 
details 



There are iivo lypes of people in 
ihe world: ihose wlio wriCe Idlers 
and ihose whodon'i. And if you 
fall into [lie laicer caiegory. llien you will 
already know about the constant nagging 
from friends, relatives and sundry 
associates, who seem to expect the odd 
reply lo their epic communiques. 

Fair enough, you doni ask them lo 
keep writing to you. and wo all have an 
outstandinj: Ictttr or two, Bui sometimes 
(hings can gel nut of hand. You know 
Ihis is happening when your daily pnst 
reveals lines like; "Where are you? 
Perhaps ihe world was spinning loo fa.si. 
and you fell off. Or maybe your postman 
missed out nil q decent breakfa.sl, and 
chom[x;d his way through your mail 
instead? Or have you moved to the 
deepest Amazon jungle for which there 
is no for\varding address?" 

At this point yuu know you are in 
danger of losing all of your Friends and 



estranging your family forever. 
Something needs to be done. The trouble 
is thai you have a hundred letters tn write 
and you can only spare a couple of hours 
(o do the work. 

Read on and we will tell you how to 
deal with that backlog of letters in less 
than one hour. 

Bui first things first. You wouldn't 
be reading a LocoFile tutorial if you 
didn't already have LocoFile. But have 
you heard of LocoMail? Did you know 
that the two programs can work hand in 
hand? If you missed oui on this gem of a 
program then now is the time to reach 
into your wallet - because LocoMail 
combined with LocoFile and LocoScripl 
is a wonderful siglii to behold. And. 
working together, they can keep those 
pesky lellers at bay. 

Newcomers to LocoMail can obtain 
the ppDgrain from Locomotive Software. 
The program is set up by following the 



PROBLEM PAGE 

Do you have a problem with LocoFile? 
Are those lengthy commands giving you 
a headache? Got a tricky situation you 
just can't figure out? 
If so - let us know about it! 

We will feature some ol the most 
trying questions - and some of the easy 
ones too - over the next few monHis. The 
address to write to if you need help is: 
LocoFile Surgery. eoOO Plus, 3D 
Monmouth Street, Bath BAl 2BW. Sorry, 
but we can't undertake to answer each 
of your letters personally. 



menu sU"in gently. Once installed the 
program becomes part of ihe LoeoScript 
menu, jusi like LocoFile itself. 

Then, all yoit have to do follow our 
simple slcps to discover the cheat's 
guide to keeping in touch. Read onl 



STEP 1: THE ADDRESSES 

This month's letter lout Is Jack. He hasn't written to a soul in 
months, and has decided that it's high time to change his ways. 

Let's take a took at a typical record in Jack's address tile. 
\\ was set up using LocoFile, is called address.dat and It 
Includes nothing very earth shattering. As usual, there is the 
name and address of each person. Because this is a malting 
file the the one novelty is a salutation field. After all, it would 
appear rather strange for Jack to refer to his grandmother as 
'Dear Mrs Burr', even if that is her name. 

There is also space for the personal touch in the guise of a 
comments field. The main point of this is to allow Jack to write 
down a remark that he wants to direct at one particular 
person, rather than the world at large. 

The first address in the file is Jack's ex-comrade in arms, 
a chap by the name of Thomas Anton. The personal comments 
section for Tom is a piece of office gossip that he is sure to 
find fascinating. 

Likewise, there is a piece of pertinent family chit-chat in 
Grannie's comment field. 

The comments Field can be used in a variety of ways, 
ftemarhs can be jotted down In note form whenever inspiration 
occurs, and used as a memory Jogger later. 

This is an ideal facility for the gradual letter writer: every 
time something interesting happens, Ihe author can add to an 
existing collection of comments. 

It you are more disciplined, all of the comments can be left 
blank until just before you carry out a mail merge and then 
filled in en masse. 

Either way, it is these comments that will provide the 
personal touch and convince the recipient that the letter was 
written for their eyes only. 
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The comments Bocllon allows (or Information pertinent only to tha 
recipient of the letter - in this case, some salacious gossip 
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Notice that the salutation field allows you to be a bit more familiar 
with your relatives al the start of your letters 
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Now, this is where the cheating comes in. Think 
or all the things that you can tell everyone - from 
your mother to your best friend - with absolute 
impunity. And then write them down in a simple 
LocoScript letter. And then consider whether or 
not the recipients of such information are ever 
likely to compare missives. If so, stop here. If 
not, read on. 

To illustrate the procedure at work here, we 
have chosen to recount the story of the house 
that Jack built, {as told by Jack) and called the 
document letter.mer. 

As you can see from our screenshot. at 



STEP 2: THE LETTER 

pertinent points in the letter there are Loco Mai! 
commands. These are the highlighted words 
surrounded by the Mail codes. 

To duplicate these in your own LocoScript 
letter document, type in the following: 
Dear [+] [M] Salutation [-] [M].. 

As you can see the keystrokes [+] [M] 
produces 0\e (+Maill command and the 
keystrokes [-} P] produces the (-Mall) command. 
All of the text in between these two commands is 
automatically highlighted and is seen ai an 
instruction to the LocoMail program. 
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T^e {+Mail) and (-Mall) codes are instructions for 
LocoMail to prepare the mall merge ahead 



STEP 3: MERGING 



Merging means exactly what it says. All of the 
records in Jack's address file are about to collide 
with his carefully worded letter. The result will be 
lots and lots of personalised letters and the 
principle is a very simple one. 

Wherever there is a LocoMail command in 
Hie letter |such as the term Salutation) it should 
match a field in the address hie. 

The easiest way 10 understand what happens 
is to see it in practice. First, Jack needs to get 
ready to merge. Vou may have noticed that once 
LocoMail is installed there are two extra options 
on &\e Disc Management Screen: Fill and Merge. 
The one we are going to use is Merge, 

To inform LocoMail of the Intended hies. 
Jack performs the following steps. The letter 
(letter.mer) is chosen first, by highlighting it with 
the cursor. Then he presses the keys {M] 
[ENTEfi] for Merge. A dialogue box appears and 
Jack is asked to choose the datafile by 
highlighting it with the cursor. 

He called his address file Address.dat so he 
selects that lile on screen and presses [ENTER], 
The menu shown in our screenshot appears , If 
the details are all correct then press [ENTER] 
and the merge will begin. 

INTO ACTION 

This looks fairly impressive. The letter appears 
on screen, the cursor pauses briefly over the 
word Salutation before replacing the entire 
caboodle with the word Tom. Then it moves on to 



the command marked Comments and replaces 
that with a paragraph about the misdemeanours 
of a certain Mr Boyce. 

It shouldn't be difficult to figure out what is 
going on here. Basically, the Merge procedure 
will find the field within the address file that 
corresponds to the LocoMail command in the 
letter. So, when the Salutation field is found, 
it replaces the command with the contents of 
that field. Likewise, when the Comments field Is 
found it picks up the entire paragraph and places 
it the letter. 

Jack can then decide what he wants to do 
with the letter, A range of options appear 
automatically and he can pick any one of them. 
They are fairly self explanatory, 

'Ed if Result Is chosen if he wants to change 
the letter in any way. When he has finished 
editing he can produce the same range of 
choices by pressing pxiTj. 

As tor the other options, 'Print' result will 
print out the letter, 'Save' result will save it in a 
file and so on. If he does not need this particular 
letter, he can choose to 'Discard' result. This 
Instructs LocoMail to throw away the letter. 

Once a letter is printed out, saved or 
discarded, LocoMail goes on to the next record 
in the address file and repeats the process. 
It only stops when it reaches the end of the file or 
when you tell it to by choosing the option to 
Abandon LocoMail', 
What you are left with is a whole pile of letters. 




The merging begins here. The manual option Is 
chosen so that each letter car be edited if you wish 
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The result Is a letter that Grannie is sure to treasure 
with all of the news and that little personal touch 

Some of them will not contain any comments at 
all. Others will receive a highly personalised, 
detailed letter. 

And Jack could become known as Uie most 
prolific writer In his social sphere. 



HOW TO APPLY THE METHOD TO YOUR NEEDS 

This month's rather frivolous dispatch has only scratched the surface of what can be achieved with a 
mail merge. A similar method could be used for a business mail shot. Or you could include a clever 
little routine that looks through your file, and only sends a letter to those people who live in Essex, for 
instance. There are many possibilities and all will be revealed in later additions of 8000 Plus. 

If you want to adapt this technique to your own files then it should be very straight forward. You 
probably have a LocoFile with names and addresses already. The easiest way to use your existing file 
for mail outs Is to tack two extra fields on to the end of your original set-up. 

Load your datafile as usual by pressing [fl] and choosing the option to Run LocoFile, When the 
datafile is up on your screen, choose [fl] Datafile Set-up. 

You will need create more space. Choose the Card option [f5] and add 10 lines to the card height 
{or more if you think you need it). Then move to the first tree line and create your Salutation field by 
using the option to Create new item, jpress [f3]). Add your new Comments fietd in the same way, 
{Don't forget that the name ol each field must be unique. If you already have a Comments field, then 
you should something else, such as Remarks.) 

Once you have the two fields set up and filled in you can go ahead and write your standard letter 
following the same steps as Jack did. You will need to fill in all of Uie Salutation boxes within your 
address file, but the Comments box can be left empty if you wish. 



TIP OF THE MONTH 

You may notice that editing comments in 
LocoFile is fraught with peril. The program has 
an annoying habit of writing or deleting at a 
slightly slower pace than your fingers. You may 
think it is sate to hold down the delete key, but 
LocoFile may continue to delete characters 
long after you want it to stop. 

One way of avoiding Uiis labour-intensive 
editing is to keep your typing within LocoFile to 
a minimum. Rather than a full comment, keep 
short notes on what you wish to say. 

For example. Grannie's comments could 
be reduced to "holiday in Morocco", Then, 
when you are ready to perform die mail merge, 
you can choose the option to edit the letter 
{Edit result) and pad out these notes in ttie 
usual way,. 
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Soft Options 

Part 1 of our Soft Options Surgery last month dealt with some of the 
on the disc. This month, Martin Le Poidevin delves even deeper, and 



The Console Command Processor is the 
interface between you and your computer. 
When you talk to CP/M. you are iti fact talking 
lo the CCP: it Is this program, loaded into 
memory every time you load CP/M. that 
interprets all your commands and sends them 
to the coneci part of ihe computer until such 
time as another program (which you will have 
loaded) takes over. 

It is Ihe CCP. too, that stores CP/Ms 
'built-in' or 'resident' programs - programs 
which ihe computer can execute without 




1. NEWCCI^ 
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Some of the commands from NEWCCP. Crtarsei 
pn'nls out the complete charactef set presently 
recognised by the computer. 



referring to a disc. Normally there are four of 
these: DIR, TYPE. RENAME and ERASE 
(I'SER and \: are also available for changing 
groups and drives). NEWCCP.COM. however, 
adds another 2 1 commands to that list. 

All of these are easy to use: some are more 
self explanatory than others. For instance CLS 
means "Clear Screen", and will do just that. 
TIME will (ell you how long il is since you 
loaded CP/M, SPACE will lell you exactly 
how much space is left on your disc - a vital 
piece of information in many situations - and 
GO AWAY will remove NEWCCP from 
memory, leaving only the four resident 
commands which CP/M nomially uses. 

Some of the commands respond to 
'toggles', and require a following + or — to ttim 
the function either on or off. These commands 
are INVERSE, which will inven the output of 
the screen (from green/while letters on a black 
background to black letters on a green/white 
background), 24X80 which will reduce the size 
of the screen which CP/M works in lo 24x80 
characters - a smaller screen than normal - and 
DISPLAY, which, if toggled on. will repon the 
name of the program being loaded. A final 
'toggled' command is CURSOR +. which will 
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turn the cursor on if il has been turned off by 
another program. You cannot lum the cursor 
off using NEWCCP, 

Other commands delve deeper into Ihe 
rece.'isesof CP/M.SCB displays the conlents of 
the "System Control Block", just in case you 
were wondering whal was in il; TPA indicates 
how much space remains in the "Transient 
Program Area"; DUMP followed by a filename 
will give a HEX and ASCU readout of the file 
in question; and a useful suite of commands 
(KEYDEF. TOKEN and CHARSET) will 
redefine keys and ASCII codes for you. 

Of these, the most immediately appealing 
will be CHARSET, which displays the 
character associated with each ASCII number - 
vital for programmers. 

NEWCCP. then, is a very useful program. 
There are a couple of things lo watch, though; 
il does noi work whilsi most CP/M programs 
are actually running, ii lakes several kilobytes 
out of your TPA (which affects the amount of 
space available lo BASIC, and may affect 
CP/M programs) and loading il up seems lo 
have no effect. But having lyped NEWCCP 
[RETURN], try typing HELP. You should gel 
proof ihat something is different! 



Side one of the Soft Options disc contains Ihe 
BASIC program "Mandel', which will produce 
on your computer a version of the increasingly 
famous 'Mandelbrot' set - the unofficial logo 
for Ihe new science of 'Chaoiics'. 

First published in 81)00 Plus in April 1989 
in a shortened form, it appears on ihe Soft 
Options disc as a complete program, ready to 
run. There is also a copy of the documentalion 
(MANDEL.TXT). When you RUN Ihe 
program, you will fitsi be asked whether you 
want to (S)ave or (L)oad a file. For your first 




The whole a\ Ihe Mandelbrot set, at 40 Iterations. 
You can save the image to disc, and then display II 
again later- perhaps as part ol another program. 



2.MANDeL.BAS 

image, of course, you will have lo choose the 
lS)ave ihe file. 

You will then be asked lo define Ihe 
portion of the set that you want lo print 10 
screen. One possibility for your first file is to 
produce an image of the whole set - set the 
values for X as -2 (minimum) and 0.5 
Imaximuml and for Y as -1.25 10+1.25. You 
can ihen decide which area lo "home in on" for 
your next picture - and so on. 

Because of the naiure of the set, which is to 
produce an infiniie amount of detail, it doesn'i 
actually matter how small an area you choose. 
The level of detail on the screen will siill 
remain the same. 

The final parameter you will be asked lo 
give is the "Number of Iterations'. The larger 
Ihe Vidue you set. Ihe more 'accurate" Ihe final 
picture will be. On the other hand, the longer il 
will take 10 draw. 

The program consirucis the screen a line at 
a lime (a line of pixels, that is, not characters, 
so thai there are someUiing like 250 sweeps), 
aiid each individual pixel (760 or so per line) 
has lo be deliberated over. The greater Ihe 
number of iierations. ihe more thinking that has 
to go on. All this means that the program can 



lake a long lime lo run. In our tests, we left the 
machine lo run ovcrnighi. .^nd if all the pixels 
in your first few lines are adjudged to be 'off, 
dien you will spend some lime looking at a 
screen thai does not appear lo be doing 
anything. However, the program is working! 

Other apparent errors can be caused by 
several reasons. Ii is possible to choose 
numbers that are loo large for the computer to 
deal with, in which case you will gel a 
'subscript out of range' or 'overflow' error 
message. In these cases you will have to start 
again, with less ambitious parameters! 

When the program has finished, you will 
be left with a file on disc. This file is a 
represenialion of Ihe image that the computer 
has just buill. and it can be loaded in again at 
any lime, using ihe MANDEL program's 
(L)oad facility. 

Unfortunately, the program does not have a 
prim option. 9512 owners would not have been 
able 10 use this anyway, but 8000 series owners 
can gel a "screen dump' for permanent record 
by hitting 1SHIFT|1EXTRA|IPTRI 
simultaneously. The screen dump mode 
should auiomatically turn iiself off at the end of 
the screen 'page'. 



Surgery 

initial problems you encountered with loading and accessing the files 
takes a detailed look at how to handle some of the programs on offer 



Soft Options 




One for the BASIC pundits, this. Perhaps the 
most annoying a.speel of Mallard BASIC is ihe 
necessity of defining things like 'clear .screen', 
■prim ai'. 'cursor on/off and so on every lime 
thai you start a new program. DWBAS helps 
you 10 avoid this. 

As the excellent documentation that 
accompunies the hie explains, the program will 
load into BASIC, and sit there, carrying out 
these tasks and mure besides with just a 
command of just a couple of characters. 

There are two things to note about the 
program. Firstly, you must load it as BUN 



This useful program will appeal to those who 
make a lot of use of CP/M. It allows you to 
build libraries of files, and Uien (if you wish) 
execute batch commands on those files. It also 
has the advantages of saving space on disc 
(files are normally 'padded' to lit the correct 
space - NULU.COM negates that padding) and 
in the directory. 

Possibly the simplest use of the program is 
as a son of 'SUBMIT' file, copying a bundle of 
files from the library on to the required drive, 
and then executing the main command. 

First you will have to make your library. 
Let us suppose diat you have a program - 
ZAPPER.COM - that retjuires several back-up 
files to go with it: 21 .DAT to 27.DAT and 
ENDUP.COM. It is these that you wish to put 
into your library. 

To create a new library you must open a 
non-existent one. Load NULUI52 (NULU1S2 
IRETURNJ); you'll get a disc directory. The 
command lisl lives under '-H'. so call that up 
just to see what is on it: all NULU main 
commands are prefixed with the hyphen. 

The prompt is already waiting for an 'open 
file' command, so there is no need to issue one; 
instead, just type the name of the file you wish 
to create, prefixed by the drive and group you 
wish it to be on. By default, the program will 
not recognise the M: drive - we'll see a way 
round that later. So for a 'ZAPPIT' library on 
drive B;, type B:ZAPPIT- A '.LBR' file 
extension will be added by the program. 

When you hit [RETURN], the machine 
will beep because it has not found Ihe file 
'ZAPPIT.LBR', which is OK. because it does 
not yet exist. You are prompted for the number 
of entries (files) you wish to put in. Calculate 
this now. and enter it; when the confirmatory 
information comes up you will see that in fact 
the number of spaces NULU has made is larger 
than you specified - this i.s quite nomuil. 



3.DWBAS 

DWBAS, You do not need lo load DWI39 or 
DWI45 yourself, the computer selects which 
one it needs automatically. If you do cry to load 
these you will get an error message, and you 
will find that subsequent programs will also 
crash - however valid they are as MALLARD 
or even DWBAS programs. 

The second point to note is that programs 
written using DWBAS commands must be run 
using DWBAS. Mallard BASIC on its own just 
won't understand #c. So if you are writing a 
program for a friend, make sure that they have 
the Soft Options disc, too! 



4.NULU152.COM 

Now you will have lo add members to this 
directory. Issue Ihe command -A. and Ihe 
prompt will change: put the disc with the files 
to copy from into one of Ihe drives, and give 
details of the hies to be included in the library. 

When doing this, you can us? wildcards 
such as * and ?; don't forget thai the default 
drive is AO. which can be changed either by 
putting a specific drive name before the file, or 
by using -U. With Ihe latter, make sure that you 
put a colon after Ihe new drive name, for 
instance: i3B:. In ihe case of the files we ore 
dealing wiih. the copying commands will be 
Z*. and ENDUP.COM or similar. 

When you have completed the copying 
task, your new library is ready. Type -C to 
close it; the directory which Is displayed should 
include all the files you have jusl added, and 
will give other Information as well. 

The next stage of the process will be to 
shift this whole set of files on to another drive. 
For this, you need to Extract the files on to a 
new drive: use -E for Ihls, and give the 
command In terms of file=new drive. So to .shift 
the whole library 10 tirive B: user 5, use 
*.*=bS:. Individual files can also be moved this 
way (Z'.DAT=bSr or the like would not 
Extract ZAPPER and ENDUP), and renamed 
(ZAPPER.COM=b5:Z.COM), 

Now. of course, you can use those files, or 
E\tract from another library into the user group 
- there are many possibilities, most of them 
clear from Ihe -H Help menu. 

If your session has updated any of the 
library files, then ihese updated files must now 
go into the library. The way to do this is not to 
'Add' them, but lo 'Replace' diem. To do this, 
reload NULU, open your library, and Replace 
(-R) the file, giving the drive aslhat of the 
updaled file. And don't forget lo close your 
library when you have finished - open libraries 
can easily gel corrupted and become unusable. 
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A program wntlen jsing DWBAS. The program 
LISTS Itself, so you can see how II works! 



You will probably have realised that the ideal 
way of using the program would be on a system 
with at least 2 drives. If M: Is not recognised, 
then that becomes difficult for 8256 and 95 12 
machines! however, thanks to Mr J Baudiere of 
Toulouse (the French one), we can reveal how 
this can be achieved: using SID, change address 
019B from 03 to OD. and drive M: will be 
usable for a library. 

One other option worth mentioning is the 
-F command, which will bring up a second 
menu. Using this menu you can deid with Ihe 
members of libraries in much the same way as 
if you were using NSWP - batch copying, 
squeezing/unsqueezing, deleting, 'viewing' and 
many other options are available. As with 
NSWP. you can tag/unlag files for batch 
operations as they scroll up the screen one at a 
lime, or you can carry oul the same operations 
on individual files. 

If you would like further information the 
I>aJLU 152.DOC file is available on one of the 
Public Domain discs from PCW-World, Being 
a PD disc, ihe price is minimal - about £5.00 
PCW-World can be coniacled at Cotswold 
House. Cradley Heath, Warley B64 7NF, 
telephone (0384) 66269. 




NULU In operation. The highlighted part towards the 
bottom of the screen Is a Library directory - with 
Information on file slu and index reference. 



PINBOARD 



NEW RANGE OF DRIVES FOR 6256, S512 OR 9512 
3.5" B drive in new smaller steel case £80.00 inc. 

3,5" B drive to run v^ith existing B 3" £95.00 inc. 

5.25" B drive in steel case £95.00 inc. 

5.25" B drive to run with existing B 3" £110.00 inc. 

NEW SUPER DUAL ACTION DRIVE A OR DHIVE B 3,5" DISK 

DRIVE. IT'S A "B" DRIVE AND A BACKUP "A" DRIVE IN ONE 

Single Drive Computer EnO.OO Duel Drive Computei E1ZG.0D 

For a single drive PCW this 3.5" Orive will act as drive B or at the 
tirck of a switch ft will be drive A. You can copy your siarl of day 
disk to 3.5' and use the drive lo boot up the machine, then 
change the disk to a double density/double sided 706K (or 720K) 
data disk and switch it to drive B. Lights on the front ot the 8000 
series drive show which side of the "A" disk you are using. 

For a hvo drive computer - you almost need a pilots license for this 
one. By using three switches you can use the compuler as 2 
internal 3" drives, or as drive "A" 3.5" and drive "B" 3". or drive "B" 
3,5" and drive "A" 3". You can copy a 3" "A" disk to 3.5" or vice 
versa or copy a 3" "B" dish to 3.5" or vice versa. A side select 
switch allows 8000 series users to use both sides ot "A" disks. 

Simple to fit 10 an 8000 series. Just rerrove the back ■ unplug 
three plugs and plug in four - replace the back. 
3" DS'DD disk drive fitted to a carrier to go into a 5.25' disti tray on 
a PC. complete with interface board and T-Read software £200.00 

Amsofl CF2 disks El 6.50 for 1 3.5" disks £6.00 for 1 
2 in 1 CPM - DOS transfer program for PCW £29.95 

2 in 1 when purchased with a drive £24.50 

PCW35 CPf^fl-DOS transfer program to run on PC £12.50 
22 disk shareware (registration $25.00) to run on PC £5.00 
8256 to 8512 memory upgrade E20.00 

Flipper 3- £34.95 

AT style 102 key keyboard £78.00 

PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF VAT AND U,K, CARRIAGE 



Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, London Road, Baldock, 
HERTS, SG7 5NG, Telephone (0462) 694410 
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The Composer's Pen II 

Also available on IBIvl PC compatibles, 
ring tor details. "Unreservedly recommended' 
New Computer Express. 




SvKprt tut 






■ t r B jiJ 

Mr 






Sketchpad II 

New Improved Version 

■:inv MusicPad 

The Ideal Musician's Notepad 





Send for details & 

sample printouts 

or asK at your local 

music/computer shop 

Order now! Telephone hotline 

0952 595436 



Composit Software DepI 8/7 

FREEPOST 

10 Lcasowe Green, Lightmoor, 

Telforcl, Shropshire TF4 3BR 

Cheques payable to Campa^il 
,_^__ Software ^^^ 



Brochures-Business Cards — Cartoons-Catalogues- 



IF A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

9i^icro(Design 2 

* TYPESETTING * TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256, 3512 and 9512. Fjlly compatibla with tilas tram 
LocoScript 2, Protest, Wordstar, AMX Stop Press. Tlie Desktop Publisher, 
liflinl-OKicB Professional, ProScan, Rombo Vidi Digilisar. t^lasterScan and 
other PCW software packages. Supports rnost popular Mouse systems and 
I 9 pin, 34 pir and Laser printers, including Itie Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range ol fonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Eilsrsive range of Grapiiic Art and Design facilities. 



£41.00 



MICROOESIGNa 

(£3d.B9 + VAT) 

I Wiifi PCW |AMX type) Mouse and Through Interface (£72.34 + VAT) = £85,00 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST SAE appreciated. 

THINK WHAT YOU CAN 
SAY WITH 



ProScan 

THE MAJOR 

HARDWARE 

RELEASE OF 

THE YEAR- 




ProScan is a Professional Scanning Package, comprising Interface Sollware 
and Hard Scanner, from Craalive Technology tor use with MicroDsEigr 2 and 
01 her programs. 

A stand alone' package vtith a good selection ol tonls and lypetaces. leil and 
borders can be entered directly onio a ProSCAN page and Graphics can be sail- 
ed. ProSCAt^ supports 9 pin, 24 pin and Laser printers, it can be used with Stop 
Press, NewsQesk International and MaslerScan. Almost any flat image can be 
scanned, gluing high quality reproctuclicn at up to 400 dpi, wilh control □( bright- 
ness, contrssi, grey lones and le>lura (dilher S stipple). Compatible wilh Flipper. 

"Sels the PCW up as a serious DTP tool." -Excellenl value, eicellenl product' 
This produci has an appeal that is hard lo deal. ...could revolutionise the way 
you use your PCW." "A must for anyone seriously into desktop publishing... the 
results speak for Ihemsalves" '8D0D Plus' who awarded ProSCAN 20/20 

ProScan (E1 44.64 - VAT) ^ E169.95 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



JLi 



ipfPCLS 



Purchase LocoFont 24 PC and obtain a FREE upgrade to the much 
improved and very desirable new version ot LocoScript PC, v1.5 
LocoFonl 24 PC plus Upgrade to v1,5 (£42.51 + VAT) = E49.95 

(Printer Support (Pac^ 

For LccoScrpt 2. most printers and any PCW .£26-95 
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NEW 



!FCipper 3 -^jj^ 

This sophisticated. User Friendly (menu driven) program is compatible with 
the SCA range ol Hard Disk [Jrives and RamPacs and, given adequate 
memory, can flip between UP TO EIGHT ENvmoNMEKTS, Flipper 3 
requires at least 51 2K of memory. A RsmPac is required when used with 
r^icroDesign 2 or Mini Otfica (£29.75 -^ VAT) = £34.95 

J^orezaord 

An essential writer's tool. Foreword lets you turn vague thoughts into clear 
words ■ fast. Type in your ideas, shuffle them around and flesh them out 
with ease. Foreword co-exists wilh either CP/M (legal) or LocoScript 2 (v 
2.16 onwards), hiding in the background and then "popping up" when need- 
ed. 51 2K ot memory is required. Flipper 2, liflicroDesign 2 and UwA Office 
require a RamPac. Foreword is not compatible with some paripliarals - 
please check before ordering. 
Foreword costs (£33.26 + VAT) = £44.95 

Super(Dos 2 

All the latest compulers worlt this way 
PCW SuperDos brings state-of-the-art Windows, Menus and Pointers to 
CP'M. Essential for the experienced user and novice alike. Requires 512M. 
SuperDos Lalesi Version 1.02 T.B,A 



Leaflets — Letterheads — Magazines — Manuals 



ReaUy Useful things... Brochures.-.Business Cards...Cartoons....Catalogues.. 



!Hard 'DisfCDrives 

AT LAST! MASSIVE STORAGE AT A MINIMAL PRICE! 

Ailordable. simple to itislall, simple to use, wllh superlast benefits. 

'Wss SCA Vortei Hard Disk Diive is available in four capacilies, 20MB, 30MB, 
40MB and 60MB The 30MB, 40MB and BOMB versions InduOe a tree copy of 
LocoFlle and LocoScript 2. These free-stahding Hard Disk Drives come in a 
smart, compacl, Amslrad complemeniary case and are rnains powered. The 
Inlerlace simply plugs onto the Expansion slot on Ihe back of your computer. It 
has a lliroLigh connector to allow the stacking of other penpherals. Optionally, 
at extra cost, the Interface can Incorporate a 51 2K RamPac. 

The SCA Vorlex Hard Disk Drives have a fast access time of 30mS. They are 
supplied already formatted and partitioned into four equal areas, namely Drives 
C, D, E S F but this is user variable. There are two LEDs, one for Power On 
and one for Drive Activity. 

'Comparing prices. Ihe Vorten (SCA) disk is by far the front runner"... "A hard 
disk begins as a novelty and ends up as a nsoessity. The savings in time and 
energy can pay untold dividends'... "could finally bring a whole new way of 
working wilhin your reach," Range of features 3'S, ease of use 4/5. installation 
5/5, value for money 5/5, Total 1 7/20 "BOOO Plus" 

20 Megabyle Hard Disk Drive with Inlerface |i:299 + VAT) = £351.33 

With LocoFlle and LocoScript 2 Bundle 

30 Megabyle Hard Disk Drive witfi Inlerface (E360 + VAT) = £423,00 

40 Megabyle Hard Disk Drive wllh Interface (E420 * VAT) = £493.50 

60 Megablye Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£530 -^ VAT) = £622,75 

Optional : 51ZK RamPac built into Interface (£59 + VAT) = £69.32 

^HamfPac 

Compatible with new Flipper 3 

The SCA RamPac is the tirsi successful li^emory Enpansion atwve 51 2K (hat 
does not invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is aKirovBd by 
Locomotive Software, RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 
immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by either 512K, 76BK, or 1,5mB. 
It is compatible with tuIicroDesign 2. Flipper and most PCW pn^grams. Existing 
owners of SCA 5f2K RamPacs can expand their memory to 768K themselves 
with our D1Y Kit, or return II to us for expansion al nominal charge. Now you 
can copy a 720 K disk In one operation! 

flamPac 5'2K Memory Enpansion (£S9 * VAT) - £104.57 

RamPac 76eK Memory Expansion (£109 * VAT) - E128,08 

RamPac 1 .5Mb Memory Expansion (E1B9 + VAT] = £222.06 

DIV 512K to 76BK RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.08 * VAT) =£25,95 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 internal memory to 512K willi our best selling kiL 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign 2. LocoSpell and disk copying. Installation 
really is straightforward. Thousands of satisfied customers. 

Simple instruclions for the inexperienced. We supply top quality plug-in chips 
|no soidering) which are jig preformed tor ease of insertion - NO BENDING 
REQUIRED - plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply "Plug in and Go", 

PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kil to 51 SK (£1 6,9B + VAT) - £19,93 

-jJl^ Ta{p8256 ^i^ 

At last you can add a Memory Expansion AND a Serial/Parallel Interlace to 

your computer in ONE BOX that simply plugs on Ihe back of your computer! 

The SCA PRO 8256 is suitable for PCW B256 Primer connection and Daia 

Transfer. The built-in 25BK Memory Expansion can be 

tufihei expanded. 

SCA PRO B256 interface with 256K Memory Expansion ,(E75 + VAT] = £66.13 



#^pCacement ^gmL 
(PC^ J(eySoard ^ 

An AT Style, Industry Standard Keyboard for any PCW. simply plugs into the 
porl used by Ihe original keyboard - there is nothing else to do I 
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Physical and Mechanical Characleri sties 

Numberof keys. 102 instead of 85 ^ 

Separate cursor pad. Function keys for software. ^^^ "^ 

Separate function keys. Separate numeric keypad. ^j* 

Feelers on "F " and 'J". Separate pull down menu keys, ^Ic 

Dimensions; Width 470mm, Depth 180mm, Height 40iiim. ^j) 

PCW 102 Replacement Keyboard (£63,79 + VAT) = £74,35 

If you see a lower price we will beat it on the spot 
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IntemaC 
' (Dis/<i(Drive 






Ves, now you really can fit a 3." Drive B inio Ihe PCW 8256 and the PCW 9512 
with our remarkably straightforward DIV Kill No soldering, no special skills 
required, you only supply commonsense and a cross-head screwdriver! 

THINK OF THE ADVANTAGES, * Prolessional Quality Drive * Costs lass 
Ihan a 3" drive ♦ Uses cheaper, readily available disks * Works just like a 
standard 3' Drive B * Upwardly compatible with the new PCW with 3'" disk 
drive - coming soon I * Transfer data to others:' dnve computers ♦ No obso- 
lescent technology: disks and replacement drives will bs available for years to 
come. NB Not compatible with Isenstein Ramdrive, 

Our high quality (TEAC FD235F) 1 megaByte Drive B (720K formatted, 70BK 
under LocoScripl] is fully compatible with your existing PCW software. No extra 
software is required. Data Transfer Software is available; see below. Simple, 
comprehensive installation Instmctions for DIY, 

* FD3,5 ■ 6 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 8256 .(£76.22 * VAT) = E91 ,90 

* FD3,5 - 9 3.5" Internal Drive B (or the 9512 (£78.22 + VAT) = £91.90 

EXTERNAL SWITCHABLE 3,5" DISK DRIVE 
An additional Drive B tor the PCW8512, or 8256 with a second drive. Switches 
electronically heMeen iniernat 3" and external 3''f B Drives when you insert a 
disk. No unreliable mechanical switching! N6 Not compatible 
with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

* FD3.5 - SW 3.5" swilchable, additional Drive B (£100 * VAT) =£117.50 

NB, All 3.5" Disk Drives are supplied with Transfer Software to run on a PC with 
3,5" Drive. However, we strongly recommend:- 

MOONSrONE 2 IN 1 PCW/PC Transfer Software for any PCW. Formats a 3,5" 
Disk in MSDOS ready for a PC. When purchased with a Drive £25.95 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



* * SPECIAL OFFER - WHILE STOCKS LAST * * 

Amslrad CPS8256 Inlerface (saa below) (£25,11 + VAT) - £29.50 

AMSTRAD FAX MACHINES 

Only require ONE telephone line 

Fax, Telephone, Answerphone, Copier, Printer. Fax Modem, Scanner 

FREE one year on-site Warranty 

FX960OAT Fax with Answerphone (£535.32 -i- VAT) = £629 

CABLES 

PRINTER/FAX CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface requited) E9,95 

PRINTERyFAX CABLE PCW 9512 E7,95 

SCANNER CABLE FX9600 to ProSCAN interface £9,95 

KEVBOARD EXTENSION All PCWs ES,9S 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 8256/8512 (2 pes) (2 Metres) £16,50 

■■DONGLE" Adapts export PCW to interlace, RamPac etc £17.95 

INTERFACES 

Serial/Parallel interfaces (or PCW B256/8512 printer connection and al! PCWs 

Data Transfer 

SCA Professional, Highly regarded, full featured ..,- (£41 ,70 * VAT) = £49 

SCA Professional Plus, As above plus clock/calendar (£50,21 *■) = £59 

PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and the all Important through 
connector for adding other peripherals (£40,43 + VAT) = £47,50 

AMSOFT 3" CF2 DisKs x 10 £15,95 

3.5 INCH DISKS x 10 When purchased with a drive £8. Separately £9,95 

DISK STORAGE AMS 10 (ten 3" disks) While Stocks last £3.95 

LOCKABLE 3.S" DISK STORAGE 

Datafile 40 (holds 40 disks) £7,95 Dalaflte 80 (holds BO) £8,95 



SPARE PARTS 



Brand New Service replacemenl Drives 

FD1 500K (IBOK/side) repi. Drive A for 8256/B512 (£67,23 +) = £79 



Some olher spares are available Irom stock, or to order Please 'phone. 

^H Mfnbnufn order CID, Neil day Caurlet Delivery C9 ' 

I^P Bold prices Include VATtntl UK post Normally by return 



SILICON CITY 

Mall order only: Dept 8, Postal Buildings, 

Ash Street, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 3EB 

Access/Visa orders: 

Telephone 09662 88707 

(Coolchanca Lid) 



From those really people !---Maps — Menus— Newsletters— Order Forms™ 



Case in Point 



« 



The Press Gang 




ri In the heart of London, the PCWis busy 
" helping young journalists to spread the news. 
— Karen Donaghay investigates 






II 




Tools of the trade; 90 PCWs help the students on Cify University's 
one-year journalism course towards their goal 



Hugh Stephenson is a produn of 
ihe old school of journalism. He 
jiiiiiped .slrdighi froni the 
ufadciiiiL- world to working for The 
Times. And in those days, you were 
thrown in ai the deep end. always used a 
lypewriler and regarded computers with 
a jaundiced eye. 

"I was an absolute luddiie. 
honestly," laughed Hugh. And it was a 
view he dung to despite a burgeoning 
career. Eventually he landed up in the 
hot seat: editor of one the best-known 
political magazines in England; The 
New Slulesmim. 

But it wasn't lo be forever. "Five 
years as an editor was enough," he said. 
He announced that he was leaving the 
magazine world and would spend his 
lime writing books. The big day came 
and his colleagues presented him with a 
token of their esteem. But the box was 
far loo large for Ihe customary gold 
watch. Sure enough, inside was a parting 
gesture to a territied recipient. A PCW, 

But Hugh was not io be deterred. 
"'Sis months later. I had absolutely no 
problem.s with my machine." he said. 



Not surprising. It was still in the box. 
untouched by human hand and 
unadorned by ihe humble plug. 

It look a change of scene to break 
down the last bastions of Hugh's 
resistance. A professor of journalism at 
London's City University simply can't 
be seen to rely on a typewriter: and such 
a professor is exactly what he went on to 
become. The college approached him, he 
accepted and now the PCW is the focal 
point of his ofhce. 

Behind him. on another table, sits a 
reminder of the past: an antique 
typewriter: one of ihose bulky, black 
affairs with polished keys. "It's the only 
one left in the building," Hugh said 
fondly. "We have a total of 90 PCWs." 

It sounded like a case of game, set 
and match to the PCW. But the transition 
was not an easy one, as Hugh recalled. 

The changing face 

"In the early days we had a New 
Technology Committee. It met every 
Thursday. And every Thursday we used 
to say, next Thursday we will make a 
decision. And every Thursday came and 
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A JOURNALIST IN THE MAKING 



Work course 

The one year 
journalism courses al 
Citj university are 
open Io all graduntes. 
More details of the 
courses ihcy provide 
car be uhtained from 
Ihe GraduutL' Centre 
for Journalists. City 
University. 
Northampton 
Square, Limdiin. 
ECVl OHB. 



Journalism is often seen as a glamorous 
and exciting profession. There is fierce 
competition for a dwindling number of 
jobs and the post-graduate course is one 
*ay of eettine a firm toot in the door. 

The one-year post graduate course 
falls into three classes: newspaper, 
periodical and broadcast journalism. 
They have 600 applicants every year 
and accept only 85, 

But how can one tell the potential 
journalist? Is there a certain demeanour, 
a salient property that they all possess? 

"I don't know the answer," insisted 
Hugh. "Journalists come in all shapes 
and sizes. I don't think there is any one 
quality: you just recognise the good ones 
when you see them," He paused lor 
thought. "Ah, yes. They do need to able 
to type these days. Whereas ten years 
ago you could type very badly, now 
direct inputting makes accurate typing 
much more important," 

But surely, there must be more to it 
than that? For instance, Hugh is 
obviously a skilled journalist himself. 
Where did he think that his own strengths 
lay? Tliere was a pause while Hugh 
struggled to overcome his 
natural modesty. 



"I like the detective element," he told 
us. "II somebody says something that 
tjoesn't square with what they said a 
month ago, I can usually sense that there 
is a story there." 

"lAftiat you have lo do is use the tacts 
available. As a journalist the jigsaw is 
never hnished, but then you have to say 
what the picture is." So can this be 
taught? How does one sharpen the wits 
of a budding hack? 

"We play games with facts," he 
explained. "Most people from 3 
university background tend to assume 
that a fact is a fact." And ol course every 
journalist knows that this is not the case, 
Hugh cited a textbook example, 

"Imagine hve people observing a 
motor accident. Take them away and 
ask them what happened and you will 
hnd that the answers could be 
completely different," 

They also try to get their students to 
stop thinking in academic terms and 
start Ihinhing, and writing, in a 
journalistic fashion. "What they don't 
realise at first is that the big, grand 
things in journalism are easy to do. II is 
the small things that are much more 
difficult. They can all write a 1500 word 



feature on the British education system. 
But what they can't do, or what they find 
more difficult, is to write a good story in 
two paragraphs.' 

But there Is no substitute for hands- 
on experience and all of the students are 
given a gruelling schedule to stick to. 
Their work is dissected by the tutors: 
subbed, analysed lor content and so on. 
Questions are asked. How did you get 
this story? Why did you choose to follow 
this angle? 

And, at the end of it all, the course 
hopes to produce a well-rounded and 
employable journalist, ready to take on a 
job market that is in a state ol flux. 

Hugh admits that the easy days of 
journalism are now at an end. "The last 
five years have been exceptional," he 
said, "The explosion in media 
employment has been phenomenal, 
particularly in magazines. But now the 
feast is over.' As a resuh, Hugh thinks, 
training is more Important than ever, 
"The school acts as a filtering process," 
explained Hugh. "Without specific 
training it is hard lo fathom who is likely 
to do well," WIdi a year's writing behind 
them, the students of City University are 
certainly off to a (lying start. 
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HOW THE STUDENTS USE LOCOSCRIPT 



Case in Point 






... 'W\\m tfKt' 
m cB+o m 

nut n^StiiU 



t4=Siz 



tY inter i31e. Using Hi 1 

Page 1 \mMm 
mm t7--Spe!l t8*ti(tn! KII 



Kpai=OMGm m 

9SMF = (HD'Histi Von uere hsre' 1988(11) ind <HI) 'Personal Sewices' f 
19S?(D) toltl CunttiU's salacious storj in explicit detail. M for C 
the torner rostitute, bfolh el -keeper and partrthroyer the mwi f 
is dull, la king to lUanor Bailey, Strealliim's tauourite dce-queen i> 
reiieals the Pape behind the pleastire.f 

^FIRSrPWt = riiere are naked girls in her bath, transvestites, a strapped-up c 
hank nanager, a suicide case, an Aids uictin, dead bodies. Cpthia f 



there, the perverse and uorse. She flicks through her albun ruefullg, t* 

There can be no nore parties, She is loo Bell-knimn, far too tired f 

and Nost ot the guests have ex;ired,f 

f 

Her infMOits sitting row is cluttered. Photos litter the nails, Ubls C 

and box after (Pandora's?) box (197) Cvnthia I'itb Sean Connerg, Cgntbia c 

uith Ilton John, Cpthia «itb Julie Halters and wore and nore and f 

(iore,f 



This is an Brtjele which is being prepared (or one ol the students' in-house magaiines. 
Prime. It is at the planning stage, wtlh the structure ol the articie gradually forming 



The magazine on the right hand side is 
called Prime. There is nothing 
particularly unusual about the pages 
within: you could find many similar ones 
by flicking though the wares of any 
newsagent. The only distinction is that 
this magazine cannot be found in the 
shops. It is strictly 3 student production. 
The article shown in the screenshot 
was written by Eleanor Bailey, a student 
on the periodical course at City 

ended in a greater stale of confusion," Ai 
long lasi. alter a seemingly never-ending 
sequence iif mt^eiings, inspiration simtk, 

"I had a sudden Hush, II is, ihe only 
deei.sion I have ever made tliai [ linow 
was absolutely right. We had lo gel rid of 
ihe lypewriiers. And 1 suddenly realised 
- this is not a desk top publishing course. 
Nor is it a system's operating eourse. 
This is a journalism course. .And 
journalism is something ihai goes on in 
the mind: not in the fingers. The basic 
principles tould be taught on an PCW, 
just like my own. for £299." 

And Ihal was exactly what Ihey did. 
Tlie college has done much lo swell the 
coffers of Alan Sugiir's empire - a.s we 
were about to find oui. On a irip down 
the hushed corridors of aeademia. we 
were led through a fanfare of doors and 
into the creallve hub of Ihe building. 
It was quile a sight. A large room 
revealed wall-lo-uall PCWs. So many 
screens in one place created an almost 
hypnotic effect. This was where the 
sludems typed in iheir assignmems. 

And woe betide ihe student who tries 
to follow in Hugh's early footsteps. Any 
pleas of lechno-phobia are given short 
shrift. "From day une, we don't accept 
any work that is unlyped." said Hugh. 
"We have leaeh-yoursell'-typing 
programs on the PCW, Students are 
given one of those and lold to go away 
and practice." 

This heartless approach appears to 
work, since most students learn how to 
use the PCW remarkably quickly. In fact, 
their reaclion to LocoScript is. as Hugh 



Hugh Stephenson; "Journalism is something 
which goes on in the mind, not Ihe fingers" 





UnreersHy, The text is written in 
Loco Script and the codes that you can 
see on screen denote the different styles 
and sizes of text. 

For example, the heading of the 
article is marked by the code @90pal - 
and the next part of text is marked by 
Hie code @standf = meaning stand-first. 
©FIRSTPAR : marks the first paragraph. 
When the article is transferred to the PC 
this paragraph will be displayed in a 

told us, "universally p<isiiive". 
To print out their articles, once again, the 
PCW is the perfect .solution. With over 
1 00 siudenis the lasi thing the college 
wanted was a shared printer; the queues 
would have been enormous. Wiih the 
PCW, each student can use their own 
built-in printer. 

Into print 

But tliere is also an alternative to the dot- 
matri.t printout, Down another corridor, 
aiid behind locked doors this time, lies 
the secret to professional looking 
newspapers and magazines. It is, of 
course, a desk lop publishing system. 
The one they chose lo use is called 
Ventura and it runs on a PC. 




The final article is advertised on the cover 
of April 1 991 s Prime magazine 

certain style - with the first character 
being produced as a "drop cap". 

It is then transferred over to the PC 
(using a communications package and 
an R5Z32 cable) and the text is "flowed" 
into the page. The college will soon be 
switching to LocoLInk for these transfers 
as it allows you to transfer more than 
one article at a time. 

The resulting page will be designed 
using the PC's DTP program, Ventura. 

Hugh told us how it worked. "They all 
wnie on their Amslrads. You can have 
sixty students writing siuy stories." 

He points to one lonely PCW in the 
comer of the room, with a cable running 
between ii and the PC. As he explained, 
each story can be saved on to a PCW 
disc and then brought in here, and sent 
via the cable to the PC and the prepared 
page. Bui why. we wondered, is this 
efficient system hidden away behind 
closed doors'? 

Hugh puts it down lo the keenness of 
his students. "There's a terrible danger 
that they will become hypnotised by 
desktop publishing and sit here all day, 
manipulating copy," 

It is a huge thrill for the students lo 
see Iheir work on the finished page, but 
.setting it up is not regarded by the 
college as a key skill. 

In fact, sometimes they even reven 
m the manual method of page layout, 
known as 'cut and paste". 

"The reason is." said Hugh, "that on- 
screen only one person can do the work. 
It you're doing cut and paste you can lay 
out a page more easily and quickly, so 
ten people can produce five different 
labloid layouts in half an hour." 

But it is ihe finished product that 
really impressed us. The student 
magazines and papers are extremely 
readable. They eo\cr a wealth of topics. 
from the reformed life of Cynthia Payne 
to Ihe benefits of baby massage. 

And, once again, the hunible PCW 
finds iiscif playing a key role m 
spreading the word! • 



Jargon Buster 

Angle: Jnurnatists 
art taught In look for 
an angle for every 
article or slory. This 
gives the wriler the 
basic slant of Ihe piece 

Copy: Any texi thai is 
inlcnded Tor 

pub I lent ion 

Cut and paste; 

The iiianuul method of 
laying out a magazine 
or newspaper page, by 
I ill: rally slicking 
articles down on a 
lemplule 

Direct inputting: 

The process whereby 
the .story is typed 
directly into a luid-out 
page on u DTP system 

Drop cap: The large 
character used by 
■nan) magazines al the 
beginning of an article 
- like Ihisone. fur 
instance! 

Strap: A short piece 
of copy underneath the 
article heading, i see 
ours underneath Ihe 
headline on the 
opposite page) 
designed to tempi the 
reader inlo reading the 
complete article. 11 is 
also known a.s a .stand- 
before or a stand -first 

Subbing: The 

process that takes copy 
to a stage "here it Ls 
ready for publication. 
It should fit into the 
space on the page, he 
free of spelling and 
grammatical mistakes 
and make sen.se to the 
reader 
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Club Guide 



Extra, Extra! 

Fitlds Easj 
Compuler Training 
16. Muyclure Purk 
Kuldu.vie, Dublin LI 
Irelund 

.Sulijvcls: Lm.'o 2, 
Lotu PC MkTu 
Desilin. Siigv 
At'Cciimls. Money 
Miinager 
Cunracl:n88 56l2<Jt 

(Computer Services 
(Kent),ZChnrch 
Road Ru*iiness 
Cenire, 

Sitlingbuurne. K«nr 
MEIU3RS. 
Suhjecis: l.ocu 2. 
LocoFile. LncoMail. 
Siipercalc 2, Money 
Miinajier. 
MicruDesijin. 
Ci>niacl:ll7y5 421732 

Weslwind Conipiiler 
h^diicariun Centre, I -I 
S)in;«shury Rd., 
Fdgmond, Nrivport. 
Siiropshire 
.Subjects: l.ocH 2, 
l.iK'iAlail, Prolexl, 
Supi.-rciili:2, dBase 2 
('onlact:0<(.S2KII56l 

l-:k-i!lrii.' Words 
2J2 Arbroulh Road 
Dundee DD4 7SB 
Sulijei^I.s: Loeu 1&2. 
LiU'o PC 
Ciinliicl: 0382 4626411 

Miirllund Secretarial 
17 We^ineld Si reel. 
St Helens Merseyside 
WAIIl lAQ 
Subjeds: I.oco I&2 
(.'oniaer;(l7444S]SII 

A II -Clear Oimpiilin)! 
2. Silver Place. Soho. 
l-undiin W(H31.]. 
Sulijecl.s:Liivol.2. 
PC, Kile and Mail: 
Suge Accojiils & 
Payroll. 
CunIacl:08l8VI2II4 
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The Good Club 
&Training Guide 



Clubs 

York Amstrad Compul«r Club 

Enlerpnsi' Sociul Club. J 7 Nunnery 
Lime. York {address for meetings ciiily) 
EnquiriesiSmion Williams 090640164 

Scotw0st.PCW 

I'). Piiihm Place. Old Greenock Road. 

Bi.shopitm. Svolland 

Enquiries: lain Lang 0505 863916 

Ground Floor User Group 

Holme Slreel, Hehden Uridge 

West Yorkshire 

EnquiriesrJae Campbell 0422 R4499I 

CP/M and MS DOS User's Group 

// Hii:kiiwri' Maud. Windsor. 

Berkshire SL4 SET 

Enquiries: David Nesbilt 0753 866S54 

Hampshire PCW User's Group 

Uiiii i. Cablv Slreel. Niirihcim, 
Soulhamploii. Hampshire 
laddres.\for meeliiiss only) 
Enquiries: Paul D.iv ( ahoye uddtessi 

Hereford Computer Club 

IH Church Sircei. Hereford 
Herefordshire HKI 2LR 
Enquiries: David Rose 0432 267123 

Teesside Amstrad User Group 

if Kiiayroii Grove. Greeniiile. 
SlockUm-on-Tees. Cleveland. TSI9 7RW 
Enquirie'i:Gladys Baker 0642 580018 

M25 User Group 

5S I slip Gardens. Northoll 

Middlesex UBS 5BY 

Enquiries: Tony Brown 081 841 3666 

LIttlemore PCW User Group 

Peers School fAduli Etlncaiion Centre). 

Liillemare, Oxford 

Enquiries: R C Hughes 0865 242720 

The Worldwide 

Amstrad Computer Club (WACCI) 

y Soillh Close Tivickenham TW2 SJP: 
Enquiries: Steve Williams (see above) 

Heads of the Valleys 
PCW User Group 

Hi'vhacre. Croes Bychan. Llwycoed. 
Aherdore CF44 OEJ 
Enquiries: 0685 874972 



North Norfolk Computer Club 

Konliki. Ingworlh. Noni-ich NRl 1 6FL 
I address for enquiries only) 
Enquiries: Mr Oldman tahove address) 

MicraDesl9n2 International 
User Group 

IS El sham Close. Bromley, 

Roiheriiam S66 0XZ 

Enquiries: Phil Cole (aboYe address) 

Hastings PCW Club 

7 Fidford Close, Si. Leonards-on-Sca. 

East Sussex TN3S OPN 

Enquiries: Joe Unwin Hastings 7 1 5 1 08 

Qloucestershire PCW User Group 

2A Selsey Villas. Sehey West. 

Siroud GLS SLQ 

Enquiries: David Bailes 0453 82828 1 

Training 

Banna Word Processing 

2y Nev.' Bond Slri'dl. London WIY 
WD Siihjecis: Loco t&2. Supei-Calc. 
Enquiries: 071 493 3336 

Computer Training Centres UK 

Exchonf^e Bnildiniis. Upper Himon 
Rood. BonrnemoMh BHI 2HH 
Enquiries: 0202 29967fi 

Dynamic Sales and Training 

47 Goldsworlh Road, Woking. Surrey 
Siibjciis: LocoScrlpI I &2, dBase, 
dBase II. SiiperCalc 2 
Enquiries: (MK3 756914 

Headline Communication Ltd 

PO Box 22. Hereford HR4 HUW 
Suhjecrs: UicoScripi I &2. CPIM. 
dBase II. SuperCak 2 
Enquiries: 0432 271598 

Horsham Office Skills Training 

Unit 2.24 London Rood. Horsham. 
Wesi Sussex RH 12 lAY 
Subjects: LocoScripi 1 &2, Wordstar 
Enquiries: 0403 21 1440 

John 5 Blandford 

15 St Albans Road. Sandridge. St 
Albans. Hens AL4 fLA 
Subjects: LocoScripi 1.2 & PC, 
LocoFile and LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0727 59913 



Linkom Training 

32 Hill Street. Joiierdnwn, Bristol 

Subjects: LocoScript ! & 2, Sage 

Atxounts 

Enquiries: 0270717435 

No Hassle Computing 

i6 Tantalhn Road, Batham. London 
SWI2 SDG Subjects: LocoScripi 1 i 2. 
Supercalc. Cracker. Ma.wrfile 8000 
Enquiries: OS I 675 3139 

Moles ley Education 

Flal3. 10, MuOiam Road, East 
Molesley Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. 
Loco PC 
Enquiries: 081 941 1364 

Scottish Business Services 

2K High Street. Paisley PAl 2A7 
Enquiries: 041 8481135 

Oft the SheH Training Services 

5a We.V Street. Bognor Regis. H'csv 
Sussex. P02 1 lUB 

Subjects: LocoScripi I & 2. LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0243 827778 

Rodeslgn 

I9.'i Mdwards. Harlow. Essex CM19 
■ISJ Subjects: Micro Design. ProScan 
Enquiries: 0279 444313 

Victoria College 

13 Dalton Square. Lancaster. LAI IPL 
Subjects: Loco I&2. Supcrcalc. dBa.se. 
WordStar. Sage Accounts. Stop Press 
Enquiries: 0524 33996 

Wetherby Office Training 

Cambridge House. 39 Cambridge Si., 
Wellingborough. Northants NNH I DW 
Subjects:Loco I &2. dBase. Supercalc 2 
Enquiries: 0933 222400 

Wetherby Price Training 

30 New Canal. Salisbury. WilLihire 
Subjects: LocoScripi I & 2. CPIM. 
Sage Accoioiis 
Enquiries: 0722 24ai5 

Jacqule Errington, 

2 Willoiv Tree Close. Wickham Market, 
Woodhridge. Suffolk IP 1 3 0TB 
Subjects: LocoScripi 1.2 & PC, 
LocoFile. LocoMail. 
Enquiries: 0728 74646 1 



EXCITIMG 

HEWS Fon 

DESKJET U 




If you use one of the HP range of Deskjet prinrers: 

Deskwriter - Deikjet - Deikjer Plut - Deskjer 500 

you con now have COtXHflt °'^ y°^^ favourite printer 

Don t tlvow away your expensive Deskjet cartridges when 

they're empty, you can now refill tKem! No mess, no fuss 

Just remove cartridge from printer, insert supplied 

applicator (conttsning the correct amount of specially 

forrmMated inkl'trAa cartridge breather hole, squeeze 

slowly until empty, remove, refit cortrrdge in printer anA 

starf printing in coloirl 

Choose any of the following coloif s: 

91MK BLUE 11E9 ffREEM VtOLET 9R<mM 
CYAN MASEmA YELUW 

Refills supplied in a twin pack of Itie some coloia' 






f'TWlH'^ 
' PAtk -' 

All prices fufly inciusrvo -yZ.'^^^y^ 



Orders accepted by phone or post. 



New HP cartridges °^y^ 



When ordering please slate: 

■ Quantity and colours required. 

• Your nome &. address Imc postcode). 

• Vour Access/Visa cord No and eipiry date 

■ Your daytime telephone number. 

• Where you sow this ad. 



D.-PI 8 

195 MILWSHOS 

HAFLLOW 

ESsES CHI9 45J 



. STAIIWflfTEH 80 refills available 
*NmiM!Ok --b-ebutin 



OS above but in 
Black only»5.95 
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"A fascinating book on PCW graphics, which wiU njtpeal to 
beginners and experienced programmers" BOOO Plus, May 1991 

PICTURE PROCESSING ON THE 
AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 
Rnbpn GJImarp, Brislol Utilversily, UK 

Whi'lhiTVUi]in>SMnd]lbu^inL-^owrcrwanUnKH> 
pbliinprpssive graphs, pDl^'crthusiislplflnmng 3 
npw kilchen, f>r dn cim^teur liTdmalisl dnignin^ d 
poslerforHinL'wpmdudionlhtibookivLllhclpynu 
n\aVi- Iht rrnfil ft ynur tompuier. 

TTte BASIC roLltnes supplied wilMhe com puLer car 
produce J wide range pf picture* and diagrams. 

For mnir dmbitiuLis undertakings ihcr aultioc has 
dt'W'lppi.'d DRAWMOr^, s prtigramme whch 
effectivelviurn^iliePCW intt) a ivpe uf graphra 
h'orkstaliun 

J85Qfi8237S T50pp March J99J (prl £12.95 
Pn\'Iishi-ii bit Sifcnm Pitss^ UK. 



LOCOSCRIPT 2 AND THE AMSTRAD PCW COMPLfTERS 

The CompLele Guide 

John M. Hughes 

...i( 1^ A inftidh. down-lii^arih amJ ver)' readable Rmde' SOOO Plui. JSiW 

--I'xcelk'Pt (caching iiid for Ihcbogmiierivi Ihnxiniirtldjffiailty and rt completely iip-ln-d 
rcltTence wiirk lor \i$>!is mure fumiliar ivilh LjxoSCTipt 2. Ain^Jrad PC W Mffi^rFFr, 19SS 

1850580979 256i^ 19SS tpr) CUSS Publi^itb}fSismPms,UK. 

ALL-IN-ONE BUSINESS COMPUTING 

Amstrad PCW & Mini Office Professional 

John M. Hughes 

. [I is ivnlkn m simple but mil ccndecendins siyle with lois of reaHuraflf e about feared 

problems HEidcontuinslhi? appropriate i%'ami[i^"r DniivTeicsmfth.iSSS 

,r J worthwhile invKlmcnl (or snv MOP user, whflh?ver iSdr level ai experienL-e.' 

AmsimdPCWfAai^zine.im 
JS5WSI24X l^Opp t9S8 (pr) CU.VS PuWisAfi fey Sigmo Prrss, UK. 

Order from yourbookseUer-or^end j cheque la JoKn WilEy & Sons Lid, CbSlDiner 
ServJEEs, DulribulionCenliP.ShripnEy Road, Bognor Regis, VVcslSussF!iHPC12295Ar 
Credil cardt id Fax: 4Q243) SlOlSO or Teh 40Z43) &29121, Please add CIK p&p. Poiljgt is 
free vihen you order Two or more books. 




COMPUTER 
€e^i^^i€^ SERVICES 



Dept 8, Unit 13c Sunrise Business Park, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DTll 7TE 



All prices INCLUDE deUveiy. Just add VAT at 17.5%. 

Cheques/PC's with order or phose our credit card 
hotline before 3pm for same day despatch (subject to 
availability] by 1st Class post or carrier for next day 
deUvery (U.K. Mainland) 

(0258) 480660 





RIBBONS 




□STPRI 


NTBRS 1 


COIXItlSED RIDBi 


ONB ALSO AVAILABLB TOR 


H 


*T T HraRdSI iriP flllAUTY AND GtlARAMTEBD 


I 




£ 


Mr rtbtwn ■ 


AMSTRAD 


1 


2+ 


B* 


82S6/B512lonBllfc F 


3.44 


3.27 


3,10 


8256/8512 Colours F 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


8256/ 85 12 MS 


3,44 


3.27 


3,10 


9512 longUre F 


3.44 


3,27 


3.10 


95iaCalouia F 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


9512 MS 


2.95 


2,80 


2.66 


DMr2000/3000/3160 F 


3.34 


3.17 


3,01 


DMP4000 F 


4. 70 


4.47 


4.23 


LQSOOO F 


5.28 


5.02 


4.75 


Colon r9=Bluc. Rrd, Green. Bromi fPabn 


c only) 






...jvnjALSo 








BrothcrMI009/l224 F 


3.47 


3.30 


3.12 


BrolhrrM1509/1709 F 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


ClUicn 120U F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Clliiyn Swifl 24/Swlll 9 F 


3,44 


3.27 


3,10 


Commodore Miseoi F 


3.34 


3,17 


3.01 


Commodore MPSI230 F 


3.43 


3.26 


3,09 


Epson MX/RX/F.\100 F 


3.95 


3.75 


3.56 


Ep,^on LX80/86 F 


2,47 


2.35 


2,20 


Epson FX/MX/RX80 F 


3.44 


3,27 


3,10 


EpBon Lgaoo/wo/500 F 


3,64 


3.46 


3,28 


Epson L.X400/S00 F 


3.44 


3,27 


3.10 


Ep^on Lfi2550 F 


5.30 


5.04 


4.77 


ll.Paik.irti D/JpiCan 


14.80 


14,43 


14.06 


NEC I'2200/P2t F 


4.95 


4.70 


4,46 


NEC PSt-/r7+ F 


5.34 


5.07 


4.81 


OllvfftU DM 100/200 F 


3.43 


3.26 


3,09 


Panasonic KXP 1080-83 








1090-92. 1124, 1180-90 F 


4,00 


3.80 


3,60 


Panasonic KXl'1524-40 F 


6.90 


6,56 


5.21 


Selko5hnSP1200 F 


3,44 


3.27 


3.10 


Sliu-LClO F 


3.44 


3.08 


2.92 


Slaj-LC24-10/24-200 F 


3.50 


3.33 


3,15 


Slar ND/NR/NXI5 F 


5.71 


5,42 


5.14 


K^Fabrif MS^MulliBltUlc 








Wc have ribbons for lOOO'a or printers - 


If yours 


Isn't listed, ^vc g 


us a calll 


^^ 


^B 


^J 



NEXT DAY DELIVERY 



DISKS 



SOFTWARE 
SPECIALS 



£ 

LocoMall ,. 20.53 

Printer Drivers Disk 14.01 

LocoFlle 8256/8512 23.79 

LocoSpcll , 17.28 

24 Pin IVintcr Drlvets Dlsll 17.28 



.AND ALSO 



CopJ Holder from 9,B0 
Prlnler Slania franiB.95 
Screen nilerstiom 12-45 
3" Dnve cleaner 4,30 
Dust covet 8256 I1.2G 
3" Dlsfc Boxes 1301 a.4B 
3" Disk Bones (601 1U.9G 





il 


Moofie nial 


4,30 


Moose hou&r 


Z.5S 


Envelopes 


POA 


Dust coi'cr95l2 


13.00 


3- Cleaning KJI 


fi.95 



^ ^^^^^^^^^H 
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1 




Epe 


rdibk 






10 


50 


!00 


3 " CF2 Amsoft 


1,55 


1.42 


1.3S 


3.5' DSDD unbranded 


0.59 


0.53 


0.48 


3.5" DSDD KrtO brand 


0,89 


0.82 


0.77 


3.5" DSHD luibranded 


0.95 


0.89 


0.82 


3.5" DSHD KAO brand 


1,62 


1,49 


1,39 


5.25" DSDD unbranded 


0.39 


0.34 


0.29 


5.25" DSDD KAO brand 


0.65 


0,59 


0.51 


5.25" DSHD unbranded 


0,59 


0.54 


0.49 


5,25" DSHD KAO brand 


0.99 


0.91 


0.83 





CONTINUOUS 
PAPER 






L 


Top qui 


■UtT 


bjifctld pHpei. 






1 


IM) = MIcm |>r-tfs on all edj(c5 £ per bon 






per box 


1 


2. 


5t 


IIIB.B 

60a.SM(MI 


7^ 


i5.es 


13.83 


12,70 


70OSM1M) 


2D00 


16,95 


14.83 


l*.30 


SOGSM IMl 


isxa 


1825 


IG 13 


15,55 


90GSMIM) 


IDOO 


14.33 


11.71 


11. le 


2 Pail NCH 


IDDO 


20,16 


18.06 


I7.4H 


ll.se a B.W) 1A4) 








70GSM (Ml 


aooo 


18.G5 


IS.53 


15.95 


SOGSM (Ml 


2000 


19,85 


17.73 


17.15 


90GSM (Ml 


1000 


14.97 


12.35 


11.77 


2 Pan NCR 


1000 


29,30 


27. IS 


26.60 


11 I 14.S 










eocsM 


2000 


20.05 


18.24 


17.45 


70i:iSM 


2000 


21.75 


19.94 


ia.25 


-J Pail NCR 


1000 


2S IS 


25.37 


23.76 



3" DLik Latiels 1200) -: 



COMPUTER 

LABELS 



AVERT LABELS The be«l 
Funfold Hitb Cnctor fcti. bale*. 

AVAILABLE I. 2 or 3 ACROSS - PLEASE SPECIFY 
Price per 1000 
lOOOt 5000+ lOOOOt 

£ £ £ 

4,25 3,04 2.68 

5.18 3.79 3,37 

4.&g 3.26 2.88 

5.64 4 58 3.87 

S. 18 6 00 5,44 

5.34 3.49 3.10 

6,39 4.50 4.05 

8-19 6,05 5.47 

We also have a wide range of othfr labels 

Including disk labels, small labels and iHser 

labels 



2 3/41 15/16 

2 3/4 s 1 7/16 

3 l/2x 15/16 
3 1/2x1 7/ 16 

3 1/2x1 15/lG 

4 X 15/16 
4 X 1 7/16 
4 ll 15/16 



Pro 8256 



Growing Pains 

The PCW8256 can now rival the more expensive 8512. And all for a 
bargain price. Karen Donaghay finds out how. 



Pro habit 

The Pro S2Sft ivilh 
256KurcMra 
mi'inory costs 
OfK-lZfromSCA 
syslenu. On Ihc 
olhrr hand, if yoii 
want even miirv 
mcmorv you can 
buy u Pr()K256 with 
5l2KiirT6KKror 
CI 11.62 und 



respetlivety. SCA 
Sysltnw can be 
ccmlHcIedut 61 
FtrriilKhaiii Lane, 
FerriUB. Wurlhing, 
West Sussex BNI2 
5LW. telephune 
(09(131 700288. 



In most ("ami lies, Ihe youngest child 
is always uimsidered the baby, no 
matter how long in the tooth that 
'child' hecoines. Or at least this is how 
the dieory goes. 

And the same could be said of the 
PC'W clan. The junior status of the 8256 




can never be completely forgotten - it is 
even part of its name. With only 2ibK of 
memory it will always be compared to 
the S5 12 and the 95 1 2. boih with 5 12K 
under their bells. 

Yet the smaller memory is a good 
reason for buying the M256, Although ii 



makes it (be 'baby of the family' (quite a 
paradox, given that it was the first to 
arrivel. it also helps to make it the 
cheapest of the three PCWs. But there 
are drawbacks. It is a sad fact that many 
82.'i6 owners are haunted by regrets. 
These are the people who crave for the 
extra memory of an 
K.'il2or9512, 
^ i Such symptoms 
V\V^S^W> usually begin as (he 
I unsuspecting user 
branches into 
programs such as 
LocoSpell. Tliey (ind 
that all of a sudden 
the extra memory 
would be of great 
benefit. So. short of 
rushing out and 
buying another 
machine, what should 
they do? 

One solution is a 
new product from 
SCA Systems called 
Pro a256. It is a clip- 
on device that 
promises lo transform 
the baby of the PCW family overnight. 
How'.' By giving it the same amount of 
memory as a PCW S512. 

Growing up 

|[ is a common misconception that more 
memory will make everything faster and 



better. It would be nice if this were true, 
but in reality it is not the case. What it 
does do, however, is allow certain 
programs to work more effectively, 
LocoSpell is a prime example. 
Although it can look up thousands of 
words in a dictionary, this is an 
exhausting task for the PCW and it lakes 
a long lime. If (he dictionary is 
iransfened to the PCW's temporary 
memory bank (otherwise known as the 
M drive) it will work much fasier. And 
this is where the 8256 owner may run 
into a few problems. 

The spare room 

This dictionary is big. It may not fit on 
the M drive at all. Or. if it does, the 
amount of space left over could be so 
small that there is barely enough room 
to swing a sentence, never mind a 
lengthy document. 

So the S256 owner has to rcsorf to 
other means. The large dictionary has lo 
be kept on disc - making it far slower - 
or the other files could he deleted from 
memory - not a happy slate of affairs. 
Many people might decide not to bother, 
or to use the smaller dictionary instead. 

And this is jusi one example. Lots of 
CP/M programs demand large amounts 
of memory, DeskTop Publishing 
programs only produce their best work in 
a large space. For example. Micro 
Design cannot work on a high- resolution 
A4 page with the H256: (here simply is 



Q. Why are the porls called parallel and 
serial porl.s? And what is the difTerence 
between them'.' 

A, As their names suggest, the parallel and 
serial cable send information in different ways. 
Parallel cables send signals down a number of 
lines at the same lime. The serial cable sends 
all of its information down one line. If you 
have a choice between using the parallel or 
serial cable it is therefore speedier to use the 
parallel cable, and it is die most suitable for 
external printers. 

Incidentally, just to confuse the issue even 
further, parallel ports are often referred to as 
centronic ports. Even more common is die 
term RS232 port, which means the same as 
serial port. 

Q. Can Ihc Pro S256 be u.sed lo help me 
send information between different types of 
computer? 



QUESTION TIME 

A. Yes ii can. You will need to use attach a 
serial cable between the two machines. The 
information is then sent down the cable using a 
comms program such as Dial Up. You will 
also need a suitable comms program to receive 
or send information at the other end. Dialup 
costs £72.40 fnDin PMS Communications, 
(021)6437688. 

It can also be used to connect many other 
weird and wonderful devices, such as a speech 
synthesiser. And we didn't just make dial up - 
SM Engineering can make your PCW talk for 
£49,95 including VAT. They can be contacied 
on (0323) 766262. 

Q. How much are all the cables going to cost 
me? I don't want lo be lumbered with 
expensive, hidden extras. 

A. Cables come fairly cheaply from most 
computer stores. The price of a cable is 
between £10 and £15 and both cables can be 
plugged into yout Pro 8256 and used at once. 



Q. Are there big savings to be made by 
getting the parallel/serial interface and the 
extra memory all in one package? And if so, 
how mucb? 

A, Pro 8256 is excellent value for money. The 
Pro 8256 with 5I2K costs £ 1 1 1 ,62 (including 
VAT). To buy a 512K SCA Rampac (without 
the ports) costs £104 .5S. And a serial/parallel 
interface from the same company costs £49, 

So. it is far cheaper lo go for the all-in-one 
.solution. The only real advantage of buying 
two siand-alone products is thai they bolh 
provide a through port so that other devices 
can be attached. 

Q. Is it possible for me to use the Pro 8256 
on other PCW.s? 

A. No. unfortunately this product is currently 
limited to the PCWB2g6. However, there is a 
similar product for the 85 12 and 95 12 in the 
pipeline. Watch this space! 
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Pro 8256 



HOW TO USE PR08256 



1.'n«Pro82S6la 
■Imply ilottMf on 
totfMbackolttw 
PCWvlathiB 
conneclot. rt 
provklM 2S6K ol 
■nnnwiwry 




2. TTw Mriaj port 
allows you to 
attach all sorts of 
add-ons from Uw 
spMcti 

gynttwslser to th« 
modMn 



The incta nation of Pro 8256 works II ks a 
dream. All you need to do is turn off Itie 
PCW and unpluE it. Pick up Pro 6256 
and plug it on to ttie expansion port at 
the back of your machine. And ttiafs it. It 
takes all of three seconds. 

To make sure that your Pro 8256 
works, you should then boot up as 
normal using a CP/M disc. Instead of the 
normal CP/M heading, which says that 
you have a 112K drive M, it should now 
say that you have 368 K, The effect of 
the larger U drive depends on the 
programs you use. Those that need lots 
of memory, such as Micro Design and 
LocoSpell, will show the most 
pronounced Improvements, 

As for using the parallel and serial 
ports, our advice Is not to delve too 
deeply into the manual unless you really 
have to, H deals with the minutiae of how 
the Interface works - very 



not enough room to store it. The options 
left are lo produce either a smaller page 
or a page of lower quajiiy. And while *e 
are on ihe subject, let's nol forgei Flipper 
- it can split your PCW imo separate 
parts. The newest version of Flipper 
refuses to work on an unexpanded 8256 
at all. Yet. once Pro 8256 is fitted. 
Ripper can operate quite happily. 

So it would be fair to say that with 
more memory, the 8256 draw.s level with 
its cousin, the S5 12. Bui Pro R256 still 
has one more card up its sleeve. 

The larger picture 

Pro 8256 has both a serial port and a 
parallel port buili-in to the side of the 
box. This may not .sound exciting but it 
allows you to do all sorts of interesting 
things with your PCW, Like add a new 
printer: anything from a laser to a tiny 
bubblejel. Or you could make your 
entrance into the wider world by adding 
a niiidem to your PCW, In fact every 
PCW add-on that does not come with its 
own inierface will need lo be attached 
via one of these port.s. That makes it 
pretty useful stuff lo all keen PCW users. 
These ports are regarded by SCA 



commendable, but to most people it will 
sound like double Dutch. Phrases like 
"Data Carrier Detects" and 
"Handshaking" are merrily bandied 
around, yet ttie chances are 
that you will never actually need this 
level of Information. 

Basically, to install a printer you will 
need a PC printer cable. This plugs Into 
the parallel port of the Pro 8256. The 
other end plugs Into the printer itself. 
You can buy this type of cable from most 
computer shops. In addition you need a 
new printer driver for each program you 
use. These are either built into the 
program or tiought separately. 

For example, to connect and use a 
DeskJet printer with LoeoScript 2, you 
have to buy a printer driver pack, and 
then install the DeskJet printer driver 
according to the manual. On the other 
hand, to attach a modem to your PCW 



Systems to be one of the biggest selling 
points of ihc package. And they are righi. 
Without these standard ports a lot of add- 
ons are ruled out. Bui given that this 
product is so well planned it is surprising 
to come across a fairly major flaw, 

The Pro 8256 lacks a through port. A 
through port is a replica of the expansion 
port at the back of your PCW, and it 
means that another clip-on product can 
be added later, slacking them up at the 
back of the machine. 

Take, for instance, the Kempston 
mouse. It must surely count as one of the 
most useful aids for a DTP program. 
Extra flexibility, more creative scope - 
the benefits are well known to those who 
have invested in a mouse. This is all very 
well; but Pro 8256 would be equally 
welcome lo a memory-hungry DTP 
package. So it is annoying io rtnd that 
you cannot use both of these products at 
the same time. Neither the Kempston 
mouse nor Pro 8256 have a through port. 
This means you can only attach one or 
the other. 

These criticisms aside, the Pro 8256 
is a good product. It also coincides with 
a huge price reduction for the 8256, Of 



3. The parallel poit 
canbeuasdto 
connoct a naw 
prititvr to your 
PCW 



you will need a serial cable to plug into 
the modem at one end, and the serial 
port of the Pro-8256 at the other. 

You can alter the rate at which 
information is sent down the serial cable. 
This is called the baud rate and the 
default set is 9600 baud. If you want an 
easy life, then you can stick with this 
rate, setting the switches on your 
modem to run at the same speed. If the 
modem will only operate at a slower 
rate, 1200 tor instance, you can set the 
rate within CP/M by using the command 
SETSIO 1200, 

This is just one of the tricks detailed 
in the manual. Others include how to get 
your modem working when all else fails. 
Other tips cover topics like redirecting 
your printouts. So, if you are using BASIC 
and want to use your new printer then 
you can type in the command DEVICE 
LST = CEN, 



course, in some ways it is all old hat: 
extra jnemory is nothing new and 
interfaces arc as old as the PCW itself. 
The major difference is that this package 
has put the two together at a very 
rea.sonable price. 

Deciding factor 

As such it is pretty solid stuff, Ii gives 
you 256K of extra memory, and you cati 
attach new printers or add-ons to your 
PCW. Admittedly, many people could 
read this review and still not understand 
why more space is a useful thing. 

And if this is the case then they 
obviously don't need ii. It's rather like 
the difference between living in a fiat 
and living in a house. If you don't need 
extra space and you can survive quite 
happily without a garden, there's little 
point investing in the extra expen.se for a 
larger residence. 

But for those who feci that ihe 8256 
is cramping their style then this could be 
a golden opportunity. Tl:c Pro 8256 has 
to be one of cheapest and easiest ways of 
solving two problems in one fell swoop. 
And it could make an awful lot of babies 
grow up in a hurry. 9 



Drive on! 

If you are thinking 
uf using an external 
printer with ynur 
PCW, ynu will need 
lo make sure that 
yuu hate Ihe currecl 
driver for the 
printer ynu choose. 
I.ocumulive 
.Software produce a 
com p lei e printer 
suppiirl pack, which 
contains all tbe 
drivers you arc ever 
likely tu need! The 
pack ciisis £29.50, 
and is available 
Trum Locomotive at 
Dorking Business 
Park. Unrking, 
Surrey RH4 I YL. 
telephone (03U6I 
7411606. 

In Ihe meantime, if 
ynu are thinking 
about iniesting in an 
allernutive PCW 
printer, why nol 
turn to this month's 
cuver feature on 
page 10',' We've got 
a handy guide tu 
chiHising und using 
external printers, 
and there's mi>re 
inrormuliiin iin Ihiisi^ 
myslcrious printer 
drivers, too. 



Pro 8256 



Pluses 

Good value 
A. Easy to connect 
A Very useful 

Minuses 

▼ Complicated 
manual 

▼ No through pan 

Features 

Docuinentailan ii 
Parfonnance 
Ease ol use 



8000 PLUS 
value verdici 



July <ll 35 



The definitive guide to desktop publishing with the PCW 

Ihe 8000 Plus Guide 
to MicroDesign' 



This invaluable 

book together with 

supporting disc > 

yours for only 

£14. 

The 8000 Pius Guide to MicroDesign' 

lakes the form of a beginner's guide to 
designing with MicroDesign 2 and provides 
the reader with a step-by-step tutorial - 
ensuring a gradual learning curve up to an 
advanced level. Chapters cover both 
business and 'home' applications with 
constant reference to screenshots to aid 
the reader. In addition, the book is fully 
supported by examples and 
demonstrations provided on the 
accompanying disc. 

Important areas covered by the book 
include: 

• introduction and how to use the program 
■ graphics and drawing features - clip art, 

scanners, digtiisers 

• headline lexl - choosing fonts, sizing and 



GUIDE TO 

MICRO 



■ 


liie esienliDl hanilKKil i« 
ticginMis diid liiiKiieiited usmi olikt 

ALEC RA£ 


H 













positioning on the page 

* body text - preparing and editing text 

• newspaper format - page layout and 
design. 

. . . illustrated with practical and relevant 
examples on how to: 

create company logos and club badges; 
design headed paper, invoices and 
membership forms; prepare circulars and 
reports: design and iay out club 
newsletters. 

If you are a MicroDesign user or 
intend to become one, then 'The 
8000 Plus Guide to MicroDesign' 
will be invaluable and offers 
outstanding value at only £14.95 for 
both the book and disc. 

To obtain your copy, complete the form 
and send il together with your cheque or 
credit card details in an envelope to the 
address below. Or, to beat the rush and 
guarantee your copy, call our credit card 
hotline on 0458 74011. Your order will be 
actioned immediately but please allow 28 
days for delivery. Thank you. 



PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

Please send me The 8000 Plus Guide to MicroDesign' book ard disc at the all-inclusive price of £14.95 
My method of payment is: 

Cheque (please make cheques payable to Future Publishing Ltd.) 

Tl Access n Visa Card No: 0000 ODOD 0000 ODOD Expiry date 

Name 

Address 



Post code Telephone number . 

Signature Date 



Now simply tear-off this slip and send it together with your cheque [if applicable) in an envelope to the following FREEPOST address 
8000 Plus, fREEPOST. The Old Bam, Somerton, TAll 7BR 





In 1989 we launched Flipper 2 Plus, a program that could split 
your PCW between CP'M and Locoscript 2 (or between two 
lots ot CP/M - or even between two lots o( Locoscript 2, if you 
had enough memory). It could whisk you from one side to the 
other in as little as two seconds, without losing your place. 
Impressive stuff, you might think - until you saw its replacement. 

The all-new Flipper 3 can do 
"" "' 'r^i^^. everything Flipper 2 Plus 

could, and a whole lot more 
besides. Why just divide 
your PCW in two? If you've 
got enough memory, Flipper 
3 can split your machine into 
as many as eight separate 
sections, each one of them a 
complete CP/M or Locoscript 
2 set-up, and each one just 
seconds away. 
Flipper 3 Is flexible. You choose how many sections to create, 
how large to make them and what to put in them. If you change 
your mind halfway througfi a session you can pool several small 
sections into one big one, or split a big section down into several 
small ones - wittiout affecting anything else you're doing. 

Above all. Flipper 3 is easy to use. There's a menu system to 
make things simple, and a thorough manual to keep them that way. 
Even installing Flipper 3 is easy: It comes on a self-booting disk 
which you can back up and use immediately. 

If you're still rebooting your mactiine every time you need to 
get between CP/M and Locoscript 2, or quitting your spreadsheet 
every time you want to check your database, there's really no 
excuse. 



Pleas£ send mc: 

Hippet 3 ■ I enckJSB a chenue'PO toi £34.95 
1": ForewDia - 1 enclose a cheque/PO tor £44.95 

FllppeF 3 i Foreword - 1 enclnse a tiisquefPO fof £69 
Piuu upgnde Ihe incloHd FHptm Fiuslet dlik id Flipper 3 lor 1l» -SfSd'SSI 1. -H12 

. ' I endose a diaque/PO lor £1 
I've ordered Foieworfl aDoje, so I'm eniiited 10 a liee upgrade. 

NB: fOLi muBl spcclly maclilnfl Ivpe when ordenrig i^pgmdes. 

Piicei Inckiite UK posnge inS pscklng, inl VAT il 17i%. PMsemHe ill cheques piyililels SoUnrt Inpenllve. 
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Nama: 

Address: . 



Poslcods:.. 



Mail lliis isupon lo: 

Software Imperative, 1 1 Chapel Row, Queen Square. Balh, BAl IHN 



We still sell Foreword - the word pre- process or. Whatever 
kind of writing you do - from lab reports lo navels, from 
sermons to dissertations - you'll tind Foreword makes 
the job quicker and easier. Don't waste time planning things on 
paper first: start typing your ideas into Foreword straight away, 
and the structure ot your piece will develop naturally as you go. 

Break a topic down Into 
manageable chunks, 
llesh them out with text, 
and shuffle them around 
as your ideas take shape. 
Don't worry about getting 
bogged down In details: 
Foreword's "Hide" 
function lets you told 
your text away until only 
section headings or 
chapter titles show up on 
screen. Eight levels of detail give you complete control over 
how much or how little of ttie whole piece you look at. With 
Foreword you can see the wood and\\\e trees. 

That's not all. Whether you're rewriting one paragraph or 
scrolling over a 20,000-word essay, you'll find Foreword Is 
astoundingly fast. It can go from top to bottom of a 64K 
document In 3 seconds, or word-count the whole thing In 11 
seconds. 

Foreword can share memory with Locoscript 2 or CP/M, 
letting you switch backwards and forwards in just 1 second. It 
can take up as little as 1 1 2K ot memory, or as much as your 
PCW has got. It can edit up lo eight documents at once. It wor((s 
with Flipper 2 Plus and Flipper 3. It's easy to Install and use, with 
a 40-page manual that caters for beginners and experts alike. No 
wonder 3000 Plus magazine rated Foreword 20/20! 



Flipper 3 - C34.95 inc VAT 

Foreword - £44.95 inc VAT 

Flipper 3 & Forewford - £69 inc VAT (saving over £1D). 



Fhppei" 3 and Foreword bolh require a\ least 51?K ol meniorv Ic use Ihe progiams logethar, 
or Willi non-leflSl CP.'M piograms like Mini Oflics and MicroDesifln II. enra meinory is 
esseniiai Baifi pfograrns suppori cuirenr varsions ot LoccscrlpI 2 - v2-i6 or lafw - and all 
versions ol CP'W. Hard diives, non-stanflard disk loimals anti (orelBfi-language kByboaids 
may causa problairs - please c^ech belore ordering 

Sotiware Impofalive, 1 1 Chapel Row. Queen Square, Ball>, BA1 IHN, propiietar A.J.WIilon, 
tel 102251 42531 5 

All IradeniBrMs acKnowtedged 



^ Two Programs EVERY PC W should have! 




NEW! 

pcw-linl Version 2 is now the 
ultimate Disc Manager for the 
PCW. Automatically handling 
both PCW discs and those from an 
IBM-PC or compalible, you can 
use 2in 1 's windows and cursors to 
move around Discs and Groups quickly and easily, 
marking any number of files for copying or deletion 
Willi a single keystroke, on either type of disc. 

pcw-2inl Version 2 runs on all PCW models, will 
format or verify Iwth PCW and IBM-PC discs, and 
even lets the PCW9512 use PCW8256 CF2Mype 

discsl 

pcw-2inl costs £29.95, or comes FREE with a 3,5" 
second drive for PCW8256/9512 at just £109.95 
(includes full cabling and instructions). 




pcw-ToolKit Version 2 is the lead- 
ing disc recovery program for the 
Amslrad PCW. Specially de- 
signed, it makes full use of the 
PCW's screen and keyboard to 
allow anyone to recover damaged 
discs and data easily. 



Many of the commonest disc faults can be repaired 
by pcw-ToolKit almost automatically. Would you 
wait for a fire before getting an extinguisher? Buy a 
copy of pcw-ToolKit now and find out what il can 
do before you next get thai "Missing Address 
Mark"! 

pew- ToolKit costs just £29.95 

How much are YOUR files worth? 



Also available : 

pcw-MFU - Use oUier CP/M, PC and BBC discs on Ihe PCWSxxx £49.95 

Blank Discs : 

TEN High-Qualily, Branded 3.5" discs in library box £11.95 

TEN Amsofl/Maxell 3" discs £19.95 



Plnisr g^k fpr fiuthndtliilsindouitull calabguc nf PCW Snflwirc anil Disc [>riws. All prices slum n iiicluifc V.A.T, 
indifcllvetywllhinllic U.K. eiccpl where olhctwiiTSlBlcd. VISA/ACCKSSiccrplfd. Koifigni-iujiiiticswclcanK, E&OK 



computing 

Unit 14 

Stralhclyde Business Centra 

Clyde Stmt 

CLYDEBANK GB1 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



ik Super Summer Sale On Now i^ 



- All prices include VAT & carriage, nothing extra to pay - 



Amslrad PCW 8256 339.95 

Amslrad PCW 351 2 419.95 

Amslrad PCW 9512 569.00 

(free sheslieederl 



Amslrad PCW 9512 

End Hand, 6 mom h 5 guarantee 
No stieaMeeder 399 



,95 



PCW 102 Keyboard 

PC Type 102 Key Keyboard 75 



.00 



Amstrad FD4 

2nd Drive for 9512 119 



1.95 



Amsolt CF2 3" Disks 

lOfor £19. 

20 lor E3B 

50 for .£96 

100 for Eiaa 



95 
95 
95 
.95 



Amstrad nSZ3Z 
Parallel Interface 59.95 



Naksha ProScan 

Hand Scanner 179.95 



3.5 "Disks -Not for PCWs 

10 for £5.50 

50 (or £25.00 

100 for. E45.00 



r^ 



ifeljme 
Warrantee 



PCW Mouse 
withiniarface. 48.95 



AMX PCW Mouse 
wilfi inlerface and Dest< 
Top Pub I is lie r software T8.9S 



Supetcalc 2 Audio Tutorial 

For PCWs Normally C 9. 95 3,95 



Amsoft 10 Cap. 3" Disk Boxes 

RRP £7.95 Reduced lo 3.95 



BUSINESS SOFTWARE 



1 



Lacoscnpl2 33.95 

Locoscripl & Locospell ...43.95 

Locospell 27.95 

Locomail,,,. 29.95 

Locofile025&a512 39.95 

L0COfJle9512 39.95 

Locolink 34.95 

Locofont 8000 34.95 

Supercalc2 39.95 

Microdesign 2 59,95 

Slop Press 48,95 

Sage Popular Payroll 67.95 

Sage Popular Invoicing ., 67,95 

Saga Popular Accounts 94.95 

Sage Popular A/C's Plus 139.95 

Digita System 3 ..49,95 

Cornix Sirrple A/C's 2 59.95 

Money Manager PCW 68.95 



LEISURE & EDUCATIONAL 



k 



Pun School 3, Under 5 23.95 

Fun School 3, 5 to 7 23.95 

Fun School 3, Over 7 23.95 

Junior Playtime 14.95 

Schools Out 14,95 

Ultimate Quiz 14.95 

Ulli male Sums 14,95 

Trivial Pursuit ..19,95 

Bridge Player 38.95 

Head Coach 21.95 

Classic Games 4 19,75 

Colossus CHess 4 19.75 

Scrabble Da Luxe 19.75 

Sporting Triangles _ 19.75 

Tank Attack „ 19.75 

Tomahawk 19.75 

Scapeghost 19.75 

Steve Davis Snooker .,„ 17.75 



Phone our Mall Order hotlines on 051 255 0625 / 0650 / 0640 quoting credit card nos 



Ql 11 QM COMPUTERS 



FAX ORDERS ON 

051 255 0640 




Post orders to: TOWER BUILDING, WATER STREET, LIVERPOOL, L3 1 AB. OFFICIAL ORDERS WELCOMED 



PRODUCE THIS 

AD IN ANY OF 

OUR SHOPS AT 



LIVERPOOL 

25 Brunswick Street 
Tel: 051 258 1213 



BIRKENHEAD 

778 Borough Road 
Tel: 051 608 0435 



ELLESMERE 
PORT 

56 SlatJon Road 
Tel: 051 355 7981 



CHESTER 

21 St. Werburgh St. 
Tel: 0244 311255 



NANTWICH 

10 Mill Street 
Tel: 0270 61 01 05 



Micro Design 



Box of IVicks 

Alec Rae casts his eye over a brand new utilities disc from Creative 
Technology - and shows you how to use it with Micro Design 



MD Utilities Disc 

C19.50 • Creative Technology 
(0889)567160 

The major problem with reviewing a 
package like Creative Technology's 
Utilities disc is finding a way to describe 
it. There are ulilities for speeding up the 
printing of MicroDesign 2 and ProScan 
pictures if you have an exiemal printer 
(as expected there is absolutely nothing 
they can do to speed up the poor old 
internal PCW dot matrix). 

There is an extremely clever package 
to alter and distort images you have 
created in MicroDesign 2. And [here is 
even a little program to speed up the 
process of formatting discs. 

Each of these features is very useful 
in itself. But you have to admit thai 
ihey do make a rather strange mixture 
on one disc. 

For instance if you have an external 
printer (especially useful for a 24-pin dot 
matrix or a inkjel or laser printer, where 
the lime savings are more marked) yuu 
will probably consider this a must. 

The time taken to print out pages in 
MicroDesign 2 was always one of the 
major drawbacks of [he program. Now 
with the new print drivers culling [he 
prim lime for 24-pin printers in halt' and 
desk jei and laser primers laking only a 
[bird of die [ime. ihe program becomes a 
really practical tool. 

Even savings of more than a third of 
the time on ^-pin dot matrix printers are 
not to be sneezed at. 

But does thai mean thai people slill 
plodding on wilh die old PCW primer 
are losing out? Well i( musl depend on 
how you use MicroDesign 2, 

Filling the gaps 

This colleciioii of ulilities has obviously 
come aboul from Creative Technology 
looking at some of the less slunning 
aspects of a program like MicroDesign 2 
and trying to fill m Ihe gaps to make ihe 
perfeci producl. 

If you are using ihe graphic 
capabililies of MicroDesign 2 in 
anywhere near Iheir full potential you 
may have been slighily fruslraied thai 
you can't do those lasl litlle deiails ihal 
would make mastheads, logos and 
badges really impressive. 

It's not ihat Ihe program is limited 
compared with similar CP/M programs. 
Il'sjusl ihal. up until now. PCWs didn't 
seem in he able to provide these little 
exira touches. 

The limitation is usually most 
noticeable widi lex!. You can write lexl 



in a nice neal line. But often, a badge 
will require leMl curving round the lop or 
the bollom. 

Or perhaps you simply wanted to have 
some lex I at an angle across the page? 

Wilh some graphics packages you 
can rotate text or images at righl angles 
but how aboul a utility to allow you lo 
rotate an image lo any angle you want? 
Or you may want lo reverse an image 
giving yourself a mirror image. 

These are ihe son of things you 
would want lo do if you were drawing on 
a piece of paper. 

Fliglit of fancy 

Certainly anyone who has fell ihe need 
for any of these relatively simple features 
would cenainly appreciate Tweak, Bui 
once Ihe progriunmcrs ai Creative 
Technology sianed on creating ihese 
obvious features ihey seem lo have been 
carried away in flighls of fancy Ihal have 
produced a remarkable list of ulililies. 

The lisl has become so remarkable 
that il is. ai limes, quite difficull to 
describe. It includes features like Twist, 
where you can iwisl images as if you 
were twisting an image primed on a 
ribbon. It is a fascinating idea. 

Or how aboul Wave, where you can 
curve ihe siraighl edges of an image into 
a sinewave shape rin simple lenns what 
you are doing is making it look as if your 
image is printed on a fiag thai is blowing 
in the breeze - but sinewaves sounds so 
much more technical). 

There are relatively simple ones like 
Fallen which jusi adds several layers to 
the lines of your image making il failer. 

This is given a clever iwisi oui in 
Oulline which carries oul Ihe same 
process as Fallen and then simply copies 
ihe original image on lo Ihe fattened 
image in EXOR mode. This simply 
makes ihe original image di,sappear 
leaving only die oulline. 

Varied choice 

The choice is wide and varied. There is 
no way even lo generalise. Some ulihlies 
work well wilh headline lexl, some work 
better widi graphics. 

This is perhaps the one of the few 
weaknesses of ihe program. Some of Ihe 
terminology used in setting up Ihe more 
complex utilities could have been 
simplified. For instance, in Twist you 
have to chose the number of twists ihal 
you want in the image. One iwisi is 360 
degrees. Twelve iwisis are 4.120 degrees. 
Il could surely have been possible lo 
.simplify ihis son of deiail. Similarly Ihe 
feaiures have, at times, become so 



complex thai diey are difficult to explain 
how lo use effectively. There are some 
prelly complex ideas lo get across and il 
is not always true that Ihe manual 
manages to gel Ihese ideas across as 
clearly as you mighl warn. 

Having said ihai il might just be thai 
il isn'i possible io put ihese ideas down 
on paper, ll is actually easier to 
experimenl and see what happens. This 
is by far the simplest way to see W'hal ihe 
program can actually do. 

And here we hii on anoiher problem. 
Some of ihe feaiures (mosi noiably the 
Circle command - curving the image into 
a circle) can be mind-numbingly slow. If 
you have a big file to modify il is 
sensible lo have .something else lo do 
while it's working - for instance you 
could read War anil Peace. 

You have been warned 

However. Creative Technology have 
realised this and do give you plenty of 
warning. They give you lots of on screen 
information aboul how much work needs 
10 be done and how much has been done. 
This allows you lo work oul how long a 
job is liable to lasl and terminate il if il is 
jusi going to lake loo long. 

Bui perhaps ihe most inieresiing 
dioughi is thai you can use several of the 
Ulililies on ihe same image. Once you 
sian thinking along these lines Ihe 
possibilities become endless. 

As usual Creative Technology have 
applied high siandLirds of 
professionalism lo Ihe insiallalion. You 
can install Tweak and the prim drivers 
on your working copies of MicroDesign 
2 and ProScan wilh the minimum of 
effon - and virtually no chance of 
making a mistake. 

After these ulililies Ihe speedy disc 
formalling seems a ralher sirange 
nfierihoughi. Admiiiedly il is a handy 
lillle lool, .speeding ihe tedious process 
of formalling considerably - especially 
doing away wilh all those Distkit menus 
and all that nonsen.se about laking discs 
oul of the drives. 

If you are prepared lo risk missing 
out the error checking il can be even 
faster and ii can be used with a submit 
file 10 allow you lo carry oul the work 
wilh the absoluie minimum of effort. 

The Ulililies disc is a well thought 
oul project, and will do much lo improve 
your (Micro) design prowess. The only 
prablems are thai you seem lo lose I k of 
storage space, you can't use the disc for 
a start of day disc and it is very difficull 
for 8000 Plus reviewers to explain how 
is fils in with ihe other ulililies. • 






MD Utilities 
Disc 

Pluses 

A. Prinl drivers 
fpeed Ihe sloMsat 
pari of using M 02 

A Tweak gives you a 

lascinating choice 

^^^ graphic ullllKes 

^ Minuses 

T SomeTneak 

tttliltles are very 

slow 
▼ Some o( the 

satlings could 

have been 
I slmplllied 
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BOOa PLUS 

Ease of use 4/5 : 

Renge of feaiures 5/S J 

Documeniallon 4/5 1 

Parfomiance 4/S i 



Value verdict 17^0 r 
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MicroDflsign 





1 Although Tweak's layout Is similar to 
MIcroDesIgn 2 and ProScan there ate 
significant differences. 

Far instance you don't look for files 
and load ttiem In the same way as with the 
other programs. 

You still press [II] but tills time It 
asks you for a file name or (for what us 
real computer buffs call| a search string. 

If you want to see all the files on a 
disc In drive B with the extension .MDA 
(In other words, area tiles created in 
MIcroDesIgn 2{ you would type 6: ' ,MOA. 

The star Is called a wildcard. It can 
represent any file name or even any part 
of a ^^le name. If you want to see all the 
Cut files you would type In B: ' .CUT - all 
the files on the disc B:'.*. 

01 course, as you don't actually 
create anything in Tweak, (you merely 
modify something you have created 
elsewhere) you have to load a file before 
you can start. 



2 Another change is that the program 
doesn't plonk your file in the middle 
of a whole, blank page the way the others 
do. Instead, It shows you the file that you 
are working on, the whole file and nothing 
but the file. 

If It is larger than could normally be 
seen on a MIcroDesign 2 screen it will be 
reduced accordingly to tit. 

You will see the actual measurements 
and what scale Hie IKustration is reduced 
to shown above the picture. In this case It 
is at a ratio of 2:1, 

All the commands for the collection of 
utilities are listed In the box down the light 
hand side of the screen. 

In this case, we are going to use 
Outline (you wlK need to press [0]). This Is 
a utility that blanks out the original image 
leaving just an outline. 

When you are prompted, choose a 
name (and drive) for the file to hold the 
modified image. 



3 Outline actually uses a process 
similar to another utility Fatten, 
which, surprisingly enough fattens the 
Image. You have a choice of three 
different thickness settings. In this case 
we chose number three - the thickest. 

The difference Is with Outilne that the 
program also copies the original image on 
to the fattened version in EXOR mode - 
this reverses the colour of any pixel It 
lands on. so the original picture 
disappears completely. 

Some of the operations can lake a bit 
of time - especially if you are working with 
a big file. This one, a relatively quick 
operation - took nearly 10 minutes. 

Luckily Tweak always gives you a clue 
as to how long things will take. For 
Instance, in this one, it shows you how 
many lines it has to modify and what line 
It Is working on. This means that you can 
work out roughly how long the whole 
operation will take. 




4 Selecting the utility 



5 Shaping the cylinder 



6 Preparing an image 
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4 Choosing the right picture for the 
right utility Is Important. Some very 
complicated images can get realty 
difficult to recognise once they have been 
messed about with. 

Text Is normally a good subject for 
tweaking ■ although it has to be big 
enough and bold enough to recognise 
easily. Headline text has great potential, 
but ordinary body copy would just become 
Impossible to read. 

Some features are shown to best 
advantage when the Image is surrounded 
by straight lines. 

This gives a far better Idea of the way 
In which the picture has been adjusted. 

This time we have chosen a simple 
text logo with a grid of straight lines to 
show off the abilities of the Bend feature. 

The best way to understand how this 
works is to imagine that the image is on a 
piece of paper that can be wrapped round 
a cylinder. 



5 The cylinder can be horizontal (lying 
on its sidel or vertical (standing on 
Its end). Choose [H] or [V] as required. 
You can also choose how far the Image Is 
wrapped round the cylinder. 

This Is worked out by choosing a 
number of degrees between and 160. 
Obviously, if you choose ISO degrees, 
then the top and bottom of the original 
Image will start to disappear round the 
back of the cylinder. 

You also have to choose the end 
rounding. To understand this you have to 
consider how you would see a cylinder. If 
It were angled In one direction (a positive 
figure in degrees) you would see one end 
of It. Angled the other way (a negative 
figure) and you would see the other end. 

If you choose degrees it will appear 
as If you are looking at it directly from the 
side (seeing neither end). 50% will show It 
at a slight angle and at 100% will appear 
at quite a distinct angle. 



6 However the real work tor Tweak 
actually starts in MIcroDesIgn 2, 
where you need to have a little foresight 
In deciding what you need for your 
modified image. 

Choose a nice big font In the Layout 
section ([f3] and select the font name). 
We chose TA6LET26.MDF this time. Move 
to the Design section [D] and [RETURN]. 
Write your message boldly across the 
screen ■ [W] and place llie cursor where 
you want the text to start. 

Then draw the stonework pattern 
along the bottom on the text. This can be 
done quite easily using the Rectangle 
command. Do the first few and then use 
the Block command to repeal It, Make 
sure the stonework stretches far wider 
than the text. Save this as a .MDA file in 
layout (press [f2]]. Adjust the box around 
the area [RETURN] and chose a file name. 
Save the wall pattern as a separate MDA 
file as it will come in useful later. 
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7 Creating circles 



7 Exit from MIcroDesign 2 and load up 
Tweak. Load the file [f I] and then 
type in the file name (eg 
A:CARNIVAL,MDA1. Then choose the Circle 
utility [C]. As ttie name would almost 
suggest, this will twist the image into a 
circle if required. This time we don't really 
want it in a complete circle |3eo degreesl. 
We want a semi-circle |180 degrees). 
Note that If you want the semi circle to go 
like a rainbow you make the degrees a 
positive figure. If you want it to go like a 
cup you chose a negative figure. 

It then asks if you want it adjusted for 
an upright or a sideways page. Because of 
the way that pixels are rectangular rather 
than square this can make a real 
difference to a circle (choose the wrong 
one and you get an oval). 

Then select a name tor the new file 
that will remind you that you have an 
attlusted image here [CIRCCARN.CUT for 
Instance). 




8 It is at this point that you take the 
advice of Creative Technology and 
go away and read a good book or two. 

Circle seems to be the slowest utility 
on the Tweak disc, and with a reasonably 
big file this part of the process can take 
quite a while. It is advisable not to watch 
it at work. 

When you come back you will discover 
that the whole image has been twisted into 
a semi-circle. Now you will see why you 
had to make the bottom line of stonework 
so long. Being in (he bottom part of the 
picture it is greatly reduced in size. 

This is something that has to be taken 
into account when placing anything that 
shouldn't be distorted too much. Text in 
this part of the picture, for Instance, could 
be distorted until it was unreadable. 

As the program has automatically 
saved this image to disc you can go on 
with the next stage of Uie process without 
having to reload. 
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9 At this stage we are trying to get the 
effect of the bridge reflected in the 
still water of a river. The simple way of 
doing this is to choose [Y] for Reflect, 

There are two Reflect commands - [Y] 
for turning the image on the Y axis |for all 
you mathematical types - and that's 
upside down for everyone elsel or PC to 
turn it back to front. 

Again you have to choose a tile name 
for it to be sawed to. If you were carrying 
out a number of processes on the same 
image it would be possible to use the 
same name all the time. 

If you did this, it would simply 
overwrite the previous version of the file 
every Gme you saved it, which would In 
turn save a considerable amount of that 
valuable disc space. 

Reflect, luckily enough, is actually 
one of the faster utilities on the disc. It 
takes literally only a matter of seconds to 
turn ttie image upside down. 



i 







10 Using Reverse 

^ f^ The last task In Tweak Is to 
I \^ reverse the image of the 
stonework that we saved in our first visit 
to MicroDesign 2, Load ttils using [f 1] and 
type In the tile name. 

You will soon notice the considerable 
difference In time taken between a 
dealing with a big file and handling a small 
one. When using Tweak, it is worthwhile 
cutting the margins round your picture to 
the barest minimum as even empty lines 
take time to process. 

Tweak does have a utility to Re-save 
the image. This Is an easy way to alter the 
format of files. You can save it as an 
,MDA, a .Cirr or even a ,GRF file. 
However, it also allows you to re-crop an 
existing picture. 

If you have a large amount of white 
space around your picture it is well worth 
while re-cropping it as close in to the 
actual Image as possible. 
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11 Assembling tlie image 



12 Printing 



^ ^ And now [Q]uit from Tweak and 
I I load IMIcroDeslgn 2 again. As the 
elements will each be larger than can be 
viewed on the Design section screen the 
picture will have to be assembled In the 
Layout section. 

This is slightly trickier than In Design. 
You don't have the same control over 
positioning. But it is perfectly possible with 
a litde care. 

Before you start loading files click on 
the third box on the top line of the [EXTRA] 
box ([EXTRA] and [PASTE]]. This will allow 
the Images to overlap without obliterating 
what is underneath. 

Put the reversed stone work at the 
top, the upright circle Image below, the 
reversed circled image below that and the 
original stone at the bottom. You may 
have to trim the edge of the stonework If it 
is too long. And then simply save the 
whole thing In another .MDA file. 



1A And so to printing out the now 
^m picture using the new improved 
print drivers. These clever little pieces of 
programming can be used as memory 
resident RSX-type programs or can be 
attached to the MicroDesign 2 or ProScan 
printer drivers. 

This will only affect you If you have an 
external printer (in other words you are 
not using the dot matrix printer you got 
with your 8000 series machine). 

There is an Installation program that 
will install the driver in the MicroDesign 
print drivers with the minimum of effort. 
The advantage of this is that It cuts out a 
number of possible problems If you use it 
as a memory resident. However If you 
want to use the drivers to improve the 
speed of all your printing (it will speed up 
any program except Loco Script 
unfortunately) you have to use It as a 
memory resident program. 
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The affordable Hard Disk 

from SCA SYSTEMS 



From 



CZ99.00 



+ VAT 




Why buy a hard Dlsk7 

We quote from Amslrad 8000 Plus. February 1991. 
"Put simply, a hard dtsk begins as a novelty and ends up a necessity. 
The savings in time and energy can pay untold dividends. For many 
PCW owners, the aggressively priced Vortex disk from SCA Systems 
could finally bring a wliole new way of working within your reach" 



-?■ 
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The Vortex System 2000 Is ■ 
high quality precision product 
which Is tmsy to set up and use. 

Fully compatible with CP/M and 
LocoScript2 (Version 2. 16 and above] 

The SCA ProDlsk interface supplied with 
~|he Vortex System 2000 has a through- 
connector to allow continued use of 

er peripherals, and is available with 
optional Ram expansion. 

Like all SCA products, it's backed 
~^ith a first class telephone support 
rvice and a money back guarantee. 



20 Mbyte 


£299 + VAT = 


CSS1.SS 


30 Mbyte 


£360 + VAT = 


C42B.O0 


1+ LocoScripl 


& LocoFileJ 




40 Mbyte 


£420 + VAT = 


£49S.S0 


)* LocoScripl 


S, LocoFlie) 




60 Mbyte 


£530 + VAT = 


H2Z.7S 


(+ LocoScripc 


& LocoFlie) 




Optional 512k Ram expansion 






E59 + VAT 


= C6V.33 


Courier delivery 






E7.S0 including VAT ■ 



SCA Systami Ltd., 61 Fnrfngham Lane, 
Ferring. Worthing. West Sussex BNI2 5LW 
Tel: 0903 700288 Fax: 0903 506606 



Only Suitable lot the Amstred PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 

i49f MONEY MANAGER PCW,=a,,::, 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides Individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented In a wide variety of reports, ranging from ■ detailed llstir>g of expend- 
ilure tor tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phono bills In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datatile for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users In the UK alone. It Is the Ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are loo complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 



Any number of data tiles; Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

Budget and cash-flow torcasts ■ which may be updated 

12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

• Move a tile forward a month at a time when required 

- A!l options selected from the main menu 

- Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 

- Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

■ A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 
All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 
Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

• Quick Insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

• Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

■ Statements showing each entry In detail with running balance 

- Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

• Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 

■ Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

• Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 

^_Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 






Connect 



- Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

- Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

• Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

■ Account statistics - monthly max. min, average, balance etc. 

• Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

• Summary VAT statements In the same format as a VAT return 

- Simply Ignore VAT features If they are not required 

- Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

■ Print any report to a file for word -processing (eg In Locoscript) 

■ Data search facility to find 'lost' Items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

- Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen report* 

■ Pop-up five function multi-line calculator wltli memory 

• Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

■ Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

• Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

■ You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

• Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

> Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

- Free and Indeflnlle telephone support 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for C49.9S 

081 743 9792 8amtoiopm,7daysaweek 

Connect Software Ltd., 3 Fianchlord Rd., London W12 9ND hmimmiC^ 
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Thesaurus 



TVeasure IVove 

Can't find the word you're looking for? Martin Le Poidevin looks at 
how to enlist the help of a Thesaurus - on your PCW 



3 Inch ThssauruB 
Deluxe 




The Thesaurus mighl nol be a 
wriiing lool thai would be aL ihe 
lop of everyone's list of ereui 
inveniions - bul there are those among 
us who simply cannot stari to write 
without one close at hand. 

Put in computer terms, a Thesaurus 
is a database. Storing information and 
then looking it up again - perhaps 
flicking through thousands of unwanted 
bits of information on the way - and then 
cross-referencing it with other entries is 
what computers are best at. 

The problem is that this requires a 
tremendous amount of information, as 
well as a program to hajidle that 
information and produce it to best 
advantage. Three Inch Software came up 
with two solutions. 

Firstly, instead of using a normal 
720k disc, diey have cleverly formatted 
their disc to hold about RtWk of 
information. This mean.': that the 
database holds entries for 1000 words. 
But there are drawbacks: you cannot 
wrile lo an SOOk format disc on the 
PCW. so you cannot update the 
Thesauru.s, and the disc can only be read 
by a double density drive. 8256 owners 
cannot use the disc. 

The second problem was overcome 
by using an existing piece of software - 
the Thesaurus disc is just one, big 
LocoFile data document. Again, this has 
both advantages and disadvantages. On 
the plus side, it means that the Thesaurus 
can be used in the LocoScript 
environment; on the minus side it means 
that you liave to own LocoScript 2 and 
LoeoFile, li also means that you can'l 
use the Thesaurus with any other word 
processing program. 

No experience needed 

Fortunately, you do not need to know 
anything about LocoFile lo be able to 
operate the Thesaurus. Everything is 
already set up for use. 

You will need to make sure a double 
density (720k) drive is free. Move any 
file which is on diat drive and which you 
wi.sh toedil on lo another drive- A: or 
M: are die most likely candidates - insert 
your Thesaurus disc, and press |f7] to 
lell LocoScript thai you have done so. 
LocoFile can be called up either from die 
disc manager or while editing, by hitting 
|fl 1 and selecting 'Run LocoFile', You 
will need lo make sure, following die on- 
screen instructions, ihat you load the 
Thesaurus hie (il is called TREASURE.) 

The data is a series of pages, each 
with Ihc same pre-defined siruciure. each 
catalogued according lo the 'eniry' name 



- the word corresponding to an entry in 
Rogei. Below this on the screen page is a 
list of synonyms, and at the bottom, a hst 
of phrases, again alternatives and 
synonyms for the 'entry' word. 

The only other information on the 
page are two numbers. The one in the 
lop left hand comer is the 'page' number 
(although the computer calls it the 
Record number) - there are 1 1 15 pages 
in the Thesaurus. The top right hand 
comer holds the 'List' number. This is 
die number attached to the 'entry' word 
in ihe computer's catalogue Bul your 
first contact with the computer will noi 
be to search for a record number; you 
will be looking up a word. 

When you lirsl arrive in LocoFile. 
press |f5| (the Goto function), and type 
in the word you want an allemalive for. 
Press [ENTER], and the computer will 
find eilher the entry for thai wonJ, if one 
exists, or the hrsl page on which the 
word appears as a 'synonym'. If Ihat set 
of words doe.s not quite match up to your 
required shade of meaning, you will 



move consecutively through the pages. 
This is particularly important when you 
come to ihose entries which have more 
than one page - moving from 31a lo 31b, 
for instance. All you have lo do here is 
change the way the computer looks for 
things. This is easier than it .sounds. 

Press [121 Ifor Indexl, and when ihe 
menu appears move the tick from the 
'words' 10 ihe "Record number' line. Do 
Ihis in the usual LocoScript way. using 
eilher the [+1 and |-1 keys, or using the 
space bar to toggle. Now press 
[ENTER], and you will be returned lo 
the main LocoFile screen. Notice that the 
'Index' indicator on line two of the 
status bar at the lop of the screen has 
changed to "Record number'. Now try 
pressing die ]PAGB] key - and you will 
see thai Ihe page number moves on by 
one, and a new page appears. If the 
original List number had an 'a' after il, it 
will now be a 'b'. Moving back is just a 
matter of pressing ]ALT|1PAGE1, 

One more import an 1 facility remains 
- moving our chosen word into the 



iiKKEfS /UlEftSURI. 
:i=tictifiiis t2iMiiL_ 



Locorilp. 

(I'ltsn ffl=Prnit 



Printer idle. 
Item List runber 
rs^floto r6=Fiii a fT=Extract 



Using B:H: 
Col:?G?8fl Line! l/iS' 



nagnitudf 

intensity 
big 

preposterous 

inconparahle 
inexpressible 
lihrgeh 
a/iply 



f8=QptionsDai 



List nunber I 



ifwen&itif 


enormt^ 


infinLty 


nass 
shundTincp 


whclesiLp 


pile 
considerable 


anple 


Tull 


plenary 


goodly 


htavy 


nighty 
outrageous 


inordiriaU 


ewtrawagant 


incredible 


ouergroMH 
nirveLlous 


prodigiuus 
transcendent 


^cund^ess 


incalculable 


irweasurabli 


abundant 


huch 


CDTisiderahh 


greatly 


very 


pretty 


abundantly 


consunrtately 





Phrasts 
5i>ring tide, aliove pir, to a large eulmt, ejer !0 nuch, 
eiicelUncs. Kit'E^iijaiv, uitn a aenjeante, rim higfi 



begcrnd fiea&ur«, par 



A page' ol the Thesaurus as 11 appears on screen. Notice that it does not limit itself to English 
words and phrases! Any of these words could be pasted into your LocoScript document. 



need lo move lo the next page which 
mentions it: quite logically, all you have 
todoispre,sslhe]PAGE] key. If that 
page is not ihe right one. then you can 
either step forwards to Ihe next page 
(using ]PAGE] again) or back to the 
previous one (using ]ALT](PAGE]). 

Eventually, moving forwards, you 
will run out of lists which contain this 
word: ai this point, the computer will 
appear to choose its own, with (be 
warned) some rather odd suggestions! 

If you were looking at the page 
numbers (top left) as you moved through 
the lile. you may have noticed Ihal ihey 
were far from consecutive. Bul Roget, 
you remember, ordered his material so 
ihat related topics were near each other. 
So, there may be occasions on which you 
have rejected everything that the 
computer has offered, and you decide to 



document we are working on. Again, this 
easy task uses functions familiar from 
LocoScript - Ihe ]COPY] and ]PASTE1 
functions. Simply position your cursor 
over the word you wish to transfer: Ihe 
cursor Is moved using the usual arrow 
keys, with shift to make the move in 
larger steps. [RF,LAY| and |ENTER[ 
also make moving around easier. 

Once the word you want is 
highlighted, press |COPY[, and using the 
cursor or [EOL| key, highlight the whole 
word, and press [COPY| again. Choose a 
block to store it under, and press the 
appropriate key. Move back to 
LocoScript, [PASTEI ihe word into 
place, and continue ediring. 

Perhaps a Thesaurus on disc does 
not have ihe elegance and mystique of a 
printed one - bul it could well contribute 
to making your creative Ufe easier. • 



Hints &Tip5 

• If you are looking 
for a particular nurd, 
it is best to give the 
computer Ihe shDrte^ 
possible furm of the 
wnrd. and until any 
endings. Fur inslance, 
if you want to replace 
'usefulness' you 
should luok up 'use', 
and so on. 



Competition! 

Three Inch 
Software's Thesaurus 
cusls £19.95 
IJncluding VATJ and 
is distributed by 
Cumbrla-bB.sed 
WAVE. They can be 
found al 1 Buccleucl) 
Street, B arrow-in ■ 
Furness, Cumbria 
LAM ISR. lelephone 
(02291 870W10, 
However, we've got 
ten-yes, ten, of ihe 
programs to give 
away to readers! All 
ynu have Id du tell us 
in which century Dr 
Ri^el invented the 
thesaurus. Was it: 

a) 17lh century 

b) IRth century, or 
cl I91h century? 

Send your answer in 
on a postcard, lo RODO 
Plus, Thesaurus 
Com petition, 29 
Monmliuth Street, 
BalhBAIIAP. 
Entries must arrive 
by 25th July. The J 
first ten correct \ 

answers lu be drawn 
from the hat will win! 



43 July 91 
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SPANNA The instant workstation for your PCW! 

* Turrs any table or desk into a woikstation in under 3 minutes 

* Gives you an estra 3 sq.ft. of work area 

* Uses no eilra floor space 

* 60 seconds - it's asserrtjled leady for use (no tools required) 

* 60 seconds ■ it's packed (lat for storage 

* Greatly improves your PCW layout 

* Organise your equipment to suit yourself 

* Suitable lor most PCs 

* Gives you more space for mouse mat, keyboard, even pencil & paper 

* Makes checking the printer easy when using continuous stationery 

* Inexpensive ■ why pay more for something less flexible? Some purpose 
tiuilt workstalions costing over twice as much give you no leg-njom or 
spare work surface 

* For the entliusiast and piolessional alike 

* Stylish but simple design suitable for home or office 

* Choice ol Black Ash or Light Dak top 

* Steel frame in matching black or dark brown 

* It's so simple and so effective 

* SIZE: 3d- (865mml Wide. IB" (330mm) Deep, IT (280mmlHigh 

Give your PC the workspace tt deserves by using a SPANNA 

£49.95 incl VAT P&P £4,50 extra 

Kevboardmate '" Rigid keyboard cover for PCW 8Z56 - attaches to 
keyboard and cannot get Tost ■ hinges fitted in seconds ■ protects keys (rom 
knocks and spills 
f 12.96 inci VAT & Postage (ordered wrlh Spanna £9.951 

Cheques or Postal Orders to: 

SILVER KINGS LTD, UNIT 10, The Tramyard, Lakedale Road, 

London SE18 IPW. Tell 081-855-079(3 Fax:081-316-5414 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

"Interesting solution... thoughtfully designed" says 8000 plus 



Com-Stan is a unique range of computer 
workpoints that stack your complete Am s trad 
PCW 8Z55/8512/ 9512 or PC 1512/1640 in 
under a quarter of a square metre of floor 
space. Each Com-Slax is dedicated to a 
specific computer and fits like 
a glove. The reclining monitor position and 
angled keyboard make your computer even 
more user friendly. Com-Stax inter 
changeable accessories are available to 
enable you to tailor your workpoint to your 
own individual needs. Locking castors 
Will get you mobile, a papertray will 
cope with continuous paper, a 
copyholder will position your reference 
documents adjacent to the screen, 
wotkshelf will provide an essential wor 
surface adjacent to the keyboanJ, and a one 
piece dustcover will neatly protect your 
machine when not (n use, Com-Stax 
workpoints are beautifully finished in durable 
Black, White or Red facquer. They are 
supplied in flat-pack form and are easily 
assembled in minutes with Ihe alien key 
provided. 



FROM 
£52.95 inc 




PCW 8256/8512 9ecm nigh x 41cm wide x 52cm deep £52,95 

PCW 9512 108cm high \ 37.5 cm wide a 62cm deep £59.95 

PC 1512/1540 75cm high i 39ciii wide i 55cm deep £56.95 

ji. TO ORDER: ^ 

Post you' cheque for Ihe mclusii/e amount shown together with your name and address, 
S[ahr>g computer mode/ and chO}ce of colour to: 

COM-STAX LTD ■ FREEPOST ■ LONDON • SW5 OBR ■ TEL: 071 244 8Z92 

Please allow 28 days lor delivery, nie Com Sia «s«n js Cocnsdi am^ii Paieni Numcet gb;;i 3;j i 



THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS 'o"^^^'^^^SS!f.l'^l1.^ 

AMSOFT CF2 DISKS ElS.SOperlO 10 AMSOFTIN DISK BOX £18.99 Qp^QIT CARD HOTLINE 

DBASE II SOFTWARE E34.50 TEQNICHE 102 KEYBOARD E73.95 0384 - 66269 



MICRODESIGN II 

AMSTRAD CPS82S6 (Interface) 



£42.50 KEMPSTON MOUSE & SOFTWARE..E49.95 
£29.95 LOCOMAIL E7.95 



FREE CATALOGUE fTST 



HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



10 AMSOFT CF2 £15.50 



QUANTITY 


5 


10 


20 


SO 


Amsofi 3' Uni:ased 


E9.9S 


£15.50 


£30.50 


£74 95 


Amsofl 3' Cased 


£11.95 


£21.95 


£41.50 


£89.95 


Rigid 3' PIssHC Cases 


£3.50 


£6.45 


£11.45 


£25.00 


OisK Labels 3' 


E0.45 


EO.BS 


£1,50 


E2.50 


31 «" DisVs 


«95 


E7.95 


£14.35 


£35.00 


SIrt" DisW 


£2.50 


E4.95 


£9 50 


£22.00 



, DISK BOXES - HOLD 3 " OR 3ifZ DISKS 



30Cf2CaFfflcnyt7.fl5 60CF!Capifil» E11,9S 
Bolh SIZ95 compleie with dividers, kays flic 

Small S faijacily Bo. (HdUs CF2ijnly) M.9S 

3' Head CieaTiing Kil £4-95- Am^lrad 10 Capacity diah Box £4.95 

5 1/4' DesHioi 120CQDE9.95. lOCaoaDlyBo' S 10 AmBOlt t1B.99 



HIGH QUALITY RIBBONS FROM £2.99 



PC WB25aB51 2 PCW951 2 

Black Fabric £2.89 £2.98 

Carbon Film (blacK) E4.2S £2.98 

Coloufed Fabric £4.95 E4,9S 

BED. BLUE. GBEEN. BFOWN. OBANGE, PUHPL6 ANOYEULOW 

Most casBMte ribbons available. Phone lor pilcss. 

Ribbon Reink £12.85 



SOFTWARE 



dBasflll £34 JO LocoScriplPC £105,00 

Mini Onice Prat E2«.95 LOCOUNK £29.95 

MicrDdesign2 ....£42.50 ProScan i lieegitl £179.95 

SufSicalcll £44.00 MD Fonl Library £26.50 

LoCoScriptIi £39.60 l-ocoScnpl II & Folio (81. .£43.95 

LocoFile (0-91- £32.85 LocoFoni Sol |1 S 3) - - -E29.00 

Prinlei Siippol Pack £29.00 LoCOScripl II S Spell £37.50 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - PLEASE 
SEND S.A.E. FOR FREE CATALOGUE 



BASIC PROGRAMMERS 



■'PCW: BASIC TUTORIAL"l An InteracLiue Disk 

based course of 6 lessons. Ideal io' llie novice, 

includes a mini extended Basic £13.95 

"PCW; PEEK a POKE" an advancad course Ot 

15 chaplers, complele wilfi exercises E12.95 

"PCW: STREAMLINED BASIC" Much valuable 

inlcrrnalon not to be tound elsewtiere - improve 

your prograrriming techniques. CompleLe wllh 

disk lull of sample programs. £18.95 



HARDWARE 



PRINTER STANDS 

C13.50 

El 4.95 



COPY HOLDERS 
Copyarm E7.95 Adjustable 
A4 Desktop E11.95 Adj. with paper tray 
Joystick a Interlace £25.00 

Fax Stand 8 Tray £39.95 

Memory Upgrades 256K Chips E19.95 

SCA 512K RAM PAC - Plug in 'n' Go E104.00 
Other sizes P.O.A. 



ANTIGLARE FILTERS £22.95 



TEAC 31/2" B Drive: includes FREE software to 
read PCW Disks on a PC compatible. External, 
Plug in 'n' Go PIjs 10 Free 31/2" Disks. E89.9S 
Software to read PCW disks on a PC 
compatible £4.95 

PCW 9512 Internal 31/2" Disk Drive E89.95 

Kempston Mouse & Software £49.95 

Amstrad CPS 8256 Interface £29.95 



SAfN°'^ER iJo^dIsk's"' ' M Os" a | i>OHT THROW AWAY YOUR USED 
CONTINUOUS PAPER & LABELS ■"""■^"^ UVbM^^UU^b^a vq.aseaB p^gp,,. r,bbonS: REINK FOR £1.45ea 



PAPER - FANFOLD. MICROPEHFED. 70 GSM 

True A4 QTV E 11" x Sm" QTY E 

Whilebnnd 300 E5.95 Whilebond 500 £7.95 

WNtebond 500 E8.95 Whilebond 1,000 £13.95 
Whitebond 1.000 £14.95 60 gsm While 2,000 £19,95 
Whilebond 2,DQ0 £20.95 
LAfiSLS - FftNFOLO. QUALrTY LABELS WOMT J*M PHIMTER 



1 ACROSS 1,000 

21(4 117/16 EB.46 

Siisi isfiB £5,45 

3ir?> 1J.I6 E6.45 

PCW DUSTCOVERS 



2,000 8,000 

£11,95 E37.00 

El 0.50 E35.00 

ei1.95 E39.00 

2pceE8.95 3pCB£10.95 



umtuBts, ovR PRias miuoi vat & Btimtiv. 



Utililies, Programming Larguagea, Databases Edilors, 

Graphics, Games, Tolorials, Basic programs, and now 

Sbaliespeare'E plays. We have the iarflesl sslectior ol Clip 

Art lor IJTP users. All formats- lilicrodHSign a. Slowjress, 

Desktop Pubiistier, Newsdesk Int. and Pont Masler . 

All E4.S5 per disk 

G/101 PHlMTMASTER - Your own Pnnt^op tor 

PCWe256'e5i3or PCW9512williDoLmalrii, Print 

Letlartieads, Signs, Banners, Calendars includes 120+ 

Graphics and a fancy fonts. 

G/114 PRINTM ASTER GRAPHICS 2,000 Pics lor use »llti 

GflOt on lour disks. 

G/116 MICRODESIGN & STOP PRESS GRAPHICS 

Overa.ODQ tiles sinreO on 16 disks aipbabBticall/ 

DO YOU NEED A GRAPHIC FOR YOUR DTP? Send 

a large SAE for FREE calalogue OR reiephone 0384 66269 

lo' same day pnsL. 



Data format transfer seivice 500 plus formats 
3"<-> 3i/z" <-> 5i/4' 

IBM PC (and compatible), Apple Mac, etc, etc 
£9.95 per disk inclusive. 



PCW-WORLD 

COTSWOLD HOUSE, CRADLEV HEATH 
WARLEY. B64 7NF FAX: 0384 66269 

ALL PRODUCTS GUARANTEED. ALL PRICES 

INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY. WE ACCEPT CREDIT 

CARD. CHEQUE. POSTAL ORDERS LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. GOVERNMENT 

PURCHASE ORDERS 



Drive Installation 



Inner Secrets 

Silicon City's new 3.5 " drive will feel perfectly at home inside your 
PCW8256. But how comfortable will you feel about fitting it? We allay 
your fears in this month's step by step guide to drive installation 



Slandards couni for a lot these 
days. Indeed. Ihe word itself has 
a ring 10 it. Il .seems to demand 
Htleminn. to assert its authority, to make 
one sit up and take notice. It is also a 
word that could bring about a lot of 
changes, pouring oil on to the troubled 
waiers of the computer world. 

Standards, or rather the lack of Ihcm, 
go back a long way in the history of the 
computer. Their existence is a problem 
[hat simply refuses to go away, returning 
again and again to challenge the 
computer boffins. The question is, of 
course, why should this be? 

A simple way of explaining it would 
be to say that no two people need the 
same things from a computer. So, the 
industry has to furnish a myriad of 
incarnations, from the big-bucks 
mainframe to the pocket memory jogger; 
from the PC to the PCW. 

But il is just as (me to say that no 
man is an island. To find that your 
information can travel no further than the 
boundaries of your own brand of 
machine is often downright annoying. 

Awkward questions like, "why cim'l 
I continue to write the thesis I started on 
a PC on my PCW?" are heard far and 
wide. And as the voice for change 
becomes louder, the industry is forced to 
respond. The quest for standards ha.s 
already begun. 

One way of gelling a steady flow of 
information between two machines is to 
give them the same type of disc drive. 
Go into any computer shop and you will 




find that the hot favourite of the moment 
is the 3.5" drive. Whispers in high places 
would have us believe that one day our 
very own PCW will jump on the 
bandwagon and come complete with this 
type of drive. This is where the theories 
start to expound. 

Follow this train of thought lo its 
natural conclusion and. if the 3.5" disc is 
already in the lead, then il may well end 
upholding sway over all the other sizes. 
Like ihe sailor with a giri in every port, 
people with the most popular drive will 
be able to skip from machine to machine 
with utter abandon. 

Now could be the time to ensure that 
you have a stake in what looks set to 
become an industry slimdard. Silicon 
City have given us a gentle push in the 
right direction with their new drive made 
especially for your PCW. 

But hang on a minute, you may say. 
There is nothing new about fitting a .1.5" 
drive to [he PCW. The drive can bridge 



the gap between PC and PCW, and here 
M 8000 Plus we have always said exactly 
that. But there again, diis is not a run of 
the mill product. 

The new drive brings a breath o! 
fresh air to the PCW scene. Let us first 
say Ih.il [here arc no bells or whistles or 
fancy gimmicks. Us appeal is based on 
entirely different criteria. 

Instead of silling next to your PCW 
on the desk, forever thought of as Just 
another add-on. this drive is fitted inside 
the machine. Gone is that unsightly box. 
Gone also is ihe need to fiddle around 
with an extra power switch. 

Both PCW iuid drive will work as a 
single unit: so much so. that it is very 
easy to forget that your new drive is not 
a native component of your machine, U 
merges into its setting to become a pan 
of the PCW -a part that you will use 
without a second thought. 

Last month we showed you how lo 
tit one such drive lo the 9512. This 
nionth we turn our screwdrivers to the 
82,56 and we can honestly say, it is far 
easier than you think. 

To open up your machine and put in 
a new drive may sound either incredibly 
brave - or incredibly foolhardy. Bui 
when you have finished it looks great - 
and your friends and family are sure to 
be impressed by your DIY ability if 
nothing else. 

Only you will know just how easy it 
was. So. why not roll up your sleeves 
and follow this month's step-by-siep 
guide to internal drive installalion? 




HOW TO USE THE NEW DRIVE 



§b, youVndw drive Is sitOng Inside your 
machine. Now you actually want to use It, 
rather than just gaze at it admiringly, so 
what should you do? 

Most people will have a host of 
questions at this stage , How do you 
format the larger disc? Wll the files on 
the 3.5" disc still appear on the Disc 
Management Screen In LocoScript? In 
short, can you treat your new acquisition 
just like any other PCW drive? 

To begin at the beginning, we are 
going to format a disc. This means 
booting up CP/M and typing dischit at 
the a> prompt. A menu api)ears, from 
which you need to choose the option lo 
formal a disc, followed by the option to 
choose the B drive. Donltake your eyes 
away from the PCW for too long or you 



will miss a truly magical moment. Lo and 
behold, as the disc is formatted, the little 
□range light comes on beside the drive 
mouth, proving beyond doubt that your 
installation has been successful. 

THE FIRST STEPS 

Once formatted, you can treat your new 
B drive disc like any other. To change 
drives wHhin CP/M type in B: and press 
[RETURM], The CP/M prompt changes to 
B> to remind you that this is the current 
drive. If you ask to save or load a file the 
B drive is the one that CP/M will 
automatically turn to. 

In comparison lo CP/M, using a 
second drive in LocoScript is even 
easier. The B: drive has its own section 
on the Disc Management Screen tjust 



like the M drivel and you can select the 
second drive by moving the highlighted 
bar across with the cursor. 

BRIDGING THE GAP 

But liow do you get files from the PCW to 
the PC using your new drive? Atthough 
you now have the chance to save your 
files on a disc of the correct siie. believe 
it or not. they are still in the wrong 
format for the PC. 

The answer is to this problem is to 
format your 3.5" disc in the standard PC- 
style by using a program such as 
Moonstone's 2 in t (see margin). You 
can then use the program to copy files 
from your PCW's A drive disc to the PC- 
style B drive disc. And then, finally, the 
Information can be read by a PC, 



Fact File 

• The 3.5" inlernal 
drive for Ihe 8256 
cosis ML90 plus VAT 
from Silicon City al 
Dept H. Postal 
Buildings, Ash Street. 
Windermere. 
Combriu, LAH 3KB, 
1096621 S8707 

• In addiliun tii the 
materials already 
provided, you nill 
need iu suppli a 
Slanley knife, ti 
cni.sshead and Hal- 
hiadcd screwdriver, 
and linally. ii duster. 

• Transfer bclwfcn 
Ihel'CWandPl' 
requires an additional 
procrum, such as 
Moiinslonc's 2 in I. 
The priiEram costs 
tZ^I.^S (including 
VAT) and is available 
from MiHinslone 
Ciinipuling, LInil 14, 
.Siralhclyde Business 
t'enlrc, t'lydc Street, 
Clydebank, CHI IPF. 
(IMIi94]3l20. 
Hdweier. if you buy 2 
in I from Silicon irily 
al the same time as 
you purcha.se the 
drive, Ihe price will be 
reduced lo E2S.9S. 

• There are several 
differences helneen 
the 3.S" disc and Ihe 
3" disc. Firstly, a 3,5" 
disc hasT20k: mudi 
more than the IKOkof 
Ihe -V A drive disc. Il 
is ulsii far more ividch 
available, and, as a 
result, cheaper. We 
compared Diuon'.s 
prices: £14.95 for live 
3"discsor£19.'JSfor 
ten .U" discs. 

• This month's 
»uIklhrou);h was 
compiled with Ihe 
help of Silicon Cily, 
and it has been Iried 
and le.sled. However, 
if you are al all 
unsure abuul tacklinu 
UIY PCW operations. 
leave it in the hand.s of 
lite professional.s. 
Cheek Iht dirtctory 
on pa^e 48 for delails 
of Ihe nation's PCW 
repairers. 
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Drive Installation 
Hints & Tips 

• step 1 
NiilalliirihcHlv-. 

svnl out by Silicim 
t'itv arc reudy- 
;iv!.emblc(t. You mu> 
h;ivi.- 1 CI pill yours 
liigclher.irthisislhi' 
tH'if, vdu will bt 
supplied wiih u 
tuiidlr.uplHitic liitit' 
and Ihc Ilk tlladt. 
Simply inserl the 
lube inlii Hit bundle 
iiDhviile. Ihi'hlude 
[hi-n liLs snugly 
in<^ide Ihe lube. 

• Step 2 

Your PL'W may nol 
Inrik r\aclly like ours 
huciiuse wL' have u 
liermun interface al 
the buck ufuur 
mathint. Tbis is 
tntliised in Ihc mctul 
cusinf- ihuiyiiucan 
■ill- ill Iht cenire of 
the pbiitotiruph. 
AltbiiuKh il makeK 
IhePCWIiHik 
dill'erenl il diH'S mil 
elTetl unv pari iif 
I he inshillaliun, 

• Step 3 
lake care nut In 
insert Ihc huck<>aw 
blade toil far intii the 
perimeter gap. 

• Step 4 

Viir the best results 
hiild Ihv lilc uilb Ihe 
smiKilh side towards 
the left when 
rcmijving Ihe left 
hand part iiflbc 
plastic. Turn il 
louards Ihe rifjhl 
when removinu Ihe 
iilher half, i'hi.s 
ensures Ihal Ihe 
edf>es of the hole will 
not be ragged. 

• Step 5 

When Ihe drive is in 
pluie there is a 
section of circuitry in 
Ihe bottom corner 
ihat is comes very 
eluse In Ihe new 
drive. Don'l worry 
about IhLs since there 
is no electric current 
in this pari of the 
I'CW. However, do 
check Ihat no bare 
wires are touching 
the casing of Ihe disc 
drive. 




^ 



1 First make sure you have a clear, uncluttered worlt 
space with enough room to lay the PCW face down on 
the bench. Check you have everything you need. Hie following 
Items are provided for you: the drive itself, a hacksaw blade, a 
small black and white piece of paper (the template), three 
identical screws, a section of beige sticky-back plastic and a 
nie. You'll need the extras listed in the Fact File on the 
previous page, plus a soft cloth to lay the computer down on. 



2 Unplug your keytiaard, your printer, and any other add- 
ons and put them out of the way. To discharge the 
electricity In your PCW switch oft your machine and leave the 
plug in the socket for one minute. Only then should you 
unplug the PCW. Peel off the PCW logo to reveal the plastic 
plate underneath. Turn your machine around, remove the sin 
screws that secure the casing (they are marked with arrows) 
and take off the cover. Place the duster Inside as shown. 



.-tt-- : - . ■„— 
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3 Next you will need to remove the piece of plastic which 
was covered by the PCW logo ■■ and now covers the slot 
for the second drive, it is held In place by six tabs situated at 
the top, the middle and the bottom of the slot. To break these, 
take your hacksaw and insert half an inch Into the gap as 
shown in our photograph. Run it across until you come to one 
of the tabs, then use the blade to cut through it. Repeat this 
process for each tab. Remove and discard the plastic plate. 



4 The slot Is not yet wide enough for the 3.5" drive. This 
means that some of the casing has to be removed. Find 
the black and white template. Peel the back off and stick it 
down so that the black right hand edge of the template Is 
aligned with the right hand edge of the slot, as shown In the 
photograph. Use the file provided to whittie away the black 
section of the template, thus creating a hole that is the same 
size as the new drive. Take care not to cut too far downwards. 




5 Peel off the template. The remains of the plastic tabs are 
trimmed using the Stanley knife. This should leave you 
with a smooth edge. Now It is time to check that the drive ftts 
correctly. Try it for size in the hole as shown. It will protrude 
slightly al the front. At this stage you should also check that 
the tabs attached to the drive itself are sticking out at right 
angles. Remove the duster from Inside the machine, and 
gendy brush away any dust that remains. 



6 Your new drive will be attached to two cables found at 
the back of your A drive. One is a flat ribbon cable and 
the other is a lour wire cable as shown in the picture. Snip the 
tab which binds them together with a Stanley knife. Next, look 
at the space left lor the drive. You should see three mounting 
pillars inside, one at the top, one to the lell and one to the 
right. These will support your new drive and you should 
prepare each one by inserting a screw and tightening it, kI 



Drive Installation 




7 Before you go any further you must make sure ttiat you 
have a 'standard' machine. To find out. look at your top 
drive |the original A drive). It should look like the one shown in 
our photograph. In other words, the coloured edge of the 
ribbon cable should be next to the four way power connector. 
If this Is not the case, then there Is no need to panic. Take a 
look at our margin note (Slap 7a) lor the remedial action 
which you will need to take. 



8 This step is rather tricky, so do not try to hurry it. First 
hold your drive sideways on so that there are tabs on the 
top, left hand and right hand side of the drive. When you insert 
the drive into the space these tabs should line up with the 
pillars. Push the drive forward into place. Insert the right hand 
screw and half tighten it. Do the same with Hie left hand and 
then topmost screw. Once they are all in place, tighten each 
screw as far as it wilt go, finishing with the left hand screw. 




9 The ribbon cable from the A drive is plugged into the 
adaptor at the back of the new drive. The coloured strip 
of the adaptor should be in line with the coloured strip of the 
cable, as you can see from our photograph. Or, if step 7 
revealed that you do not have a standard PCW, connect this 
cable the other way round ( as explained In the margin note, 
Step 7a). Tlie pins should slide fairly smoothly into place but 
take care not to bend them. 



^ ^% Next you need to conned the power supply. It is a 
I \^ four wire cable. When it is plugged into the adaptor 
It is converted Into a three way cable as you can see from the 
photograph. Attach the cable to the adaptor as shown. This is 
the Anal connection to your B drive. Position both cables out 
of the way before you start to reassemble the PCW. Tlie disc 
Is fully operational at this stage but there are still a few final 
cosmetic touches before the drive is ready for use. 




1^ Replace the back cover. The expansion sockets 
I should not be forced In any way, so make sure that 
the casing is positioned accurately before you slot it home. 
The most likely obstruction is the mains cable on the side of 
the PCW, so check that this not In the way. Replace the 
screws, using the arrows on the casing as a guideline. To 
make it easier, turn the PCW face down on the blanket or use 
some biu-tack to fix the screw to the end of the screwdriver. 



14% It you want to clean the front of your PCW then you 
^m can do so wRh a small piece of cloth, dampened with 
methylated spirits. To hide the gap on the left hand side there 
is a special plastic frame. Position this carefully, with the wide 
part of the frame to the left. Peel off the back and stick it 
down so that the final drive looks neat and professional, like 
the one shown in above. Vou are now the proud owner of a 
3,5" internal drive which is all ready for use! 



Hints & Tips 

• step 7a 

Sometimes the cable 
will be allBchL-d (he 
olher way round. If 
that is (he case then 
the same »ill appl.v lu 
your new B drive. To 
make I he conned inn 
the 'wriing' urn 
round vou will need 
to file a«'uy the small 
nodule IhHi 
protrudes from 
the side of the 
plaslic connector. 

• Slap 7b 

One I'limmim cause 
ofa drive behaving 
tempvramenlallv Is a 
lack urciintaci 
between pins and 
sockets. Take Ihis 
iippiirlunitv to 
preveni ii cropping 
up in Ihe Future by 
plugging nnd 
unplug^in^ Ihe 
ribbon cuble a fe^ 
limes. I'hi.'i u ill clean 
otTany poieniially 
Irouhlesiime debris. 

• Step 8 
You may find it 
easier to position and 
lighten Ihe screws if 
vou lav your PCW 
Hat un Ihe bench, nol 
forgetting the cloth lo 
protect the screen. 

• Steps 

Some Pt'W miidels 
have I wo plu.slic 
midulcs priilruding 
from the cable 
connecliiin, irihese 
preveni you from 
plug):inc in Ihe 
ribbon cuble. then 
you tan remote I hem 
using Ihe Hie, 

• Step 12 

The 8256 comes in 
iwo shndes. medium 
grey und light grey. Il 
fMllows that Ihe 
muskiiig lupe should 
also come in luci 
colours, as indeed it 
does. If you lind Ihal 
your mask dues not 
match your PL'W 
Ihen contact Silicon 
City and Ihcy will 
replace il. The PI'W 
shown in our picture 
wa-s scaled using a 
lighl grey niusk. 
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Repairs Guide 




the Good Repairs Guide 




This monih we are opening up a 
new seciion - the Good Repairs 
Guide. Like our Good Software 
Guide and Good Club and Training 
Guide, wc will maintain this, updating ii 
and printing il every month so thai in the 
event of your computer giving you 
trouble, you will know exactly where to 
turn to for help. 

We have tried to indicate the range 
of services offered by each company, 
together with a rough idea of how long 
they will take lo carry out a repair; 



whether they will do on-site repairs (in 
which they send an engineer to your 
computer) bench repairs (where you 
.send the computer lo them) or both: 
whether they will charge for carriage if 
appropriate; what sort of warranty, cover 
or other such policy they can provide; 
whether they are prepared lo quote over 
the phone, and so on. 

Of course, many of the details given 
depend on circumstances. Repair times 
arc very much dependent on the 
availability of spares (every company we 



spoke to made this point) and your 
location, courier charges are naturally 
affected by where the computer is being 
carried from and lo, and most were loath 
(o give exact repair quotes over the 
■phone. Where appnapriate. however, 
most were prepared lo discuss the possible 
price without making a commitment. 

Finally, all our Guides are compiled 
with your help. If we have missed out a 
repairer, or if any of the details of those 
we have included are wrong, please 
don't hesitate to let us know. 



A1 COMPUTER SERVICES 


on repairs 


• No on-site repairs 


0934 820669 


9 Paddock Mount. Dawley. 


• Carriage charged where 


• Time taken: from 24 Ins 


'All PCWs. PCW printers 


Telford. Shropshire 


applicable 


• Carriage charge: £10 quoted 


• 2 days and over 


TF4 3PR 


' Estimates given over 'phone 


• Will quote over 'phone 


• No on-site repairs 


0952 502737 




• 3 month warranty on repairs 


• Warranty repairs 3 to 6 months 


• All PCWs. PCW primers 


MICROTYNE 




• Maximum possible price given as 


• Average lime: 5 days 


No 1/3 Gullow Gate. 


SOMERSET MICRO 


quote 


• Nn on-sile repairs 


Newcastle Upon Tyne 


REPAIRS 




* 3 monlh warranty on repairs 


NEl 4SG 


Higher Pardlestone, 


SOFTWARE PLUS 


• Carriage charge repairs on 


091 261 4088 


Kilve, Bridgwater 


Unit 5, Green Park Station 


distance 


•All PCWs. PCW primers 


TA51 ISQ 


Bath 




• Average lime: 3-4 days 


0278 74528 


022S 448855 


DICTAPHONE CO LTD 


• Carriage charged on long 


• All PCWs. PCW printers 


• All PCWs. in-buili printers 

• 2-3 day lurnaround 


Regent Square 


distances 


• Quick 24 hr turnaround, cheaper 


The Parade 


• On-sile senice soon to be 


3 day sen'ice. 


• No on-site repairs 

• Courier charge 

• Quotes discussed over 'phone 


Leamington Spa 


implemented 


• No on-sile repairs 


CV32 4NL 
D926 429124 


• 3 monlh warranty on repairs 

• Quotes not usually given over the 


• Carriage charge inclusive 

• Will discuss COS! over 'phone 


• All PCWs. PCW printers 

• Average lime: 2 days 


'phone 


• 3 monlh warranty on repairs 








AVCOM ELECTRONICS 


• All repairs on-site - countrywide 


PC MICROCENTRE 


SUREDATA 


Kings bridge 
0548 856279 


senice but one conirol centre. 


9 Chcriiigliin Kiiad 


LInil 6, Sl.inlcy House, 


• Contract maintenance: £39 lo 


Harwell 


Stanley Ave., Wembley 


•All PCWs 


£54 for compilers less than a year 


London 


Middlesex 


* 7 day lurnaround 


old. £53 10 £73 for older computers 


OS 1840 5343 


HA0 4JB 


• On-.'iiie wilhin Kingsbridge area 


(cuireni prices) fixed, dependent 


• All PCWs. PCW primers 

• Average lime: 12 hours 


081 902 5218 


• No carriage charge for local 


on model but regardless of 
location. 


•Alt PCWs. PCW primers 


repairs 


• On-sile sen'ice 


• 24-48 hour turnaround 




• Prices and contracts discussed 
liver the 'phone 


• Warranty available 


• No on-site repairs 


NKC GROUP (REPAIRS] 


• Witt quote 'worst iw.te scenario' 


courier charge for longer 


5 Rycaut Close 




-final price often much lower 


di.iiances 


Park wood Estate 


CMC COMPUTERS 


• Fixed labour charge 


• 3 month warranty available 


Rainham 


The Green, Cavendish, 




• Will offer rough quote over 


Kent 


SuffoU; 


Q6 COMPONENTS 


'phone 


063438718S 


CO10 8BE 


72 Croston Rd 




■ All PCWs. PCW printers 


0787 280526 


Garstang 


AMAC COMPUTER 


• 4 day lurnaround 


•All PCWs. PCW primers 


Pre li ion 


SYSTEMS 


• On-site repairs in locality 


• Average lime: 7 lo 10 days 


PR31 IHR 


42 Knightcoii Gardens 


• Courier inclusive 


• On'Sile maintenance and sei-vice 


0995 606060 


Barwell. Wesion Super Mare 


• 3 monlh warranty 


comrans available: also warranty 


• All PCWs. PCW printers 


BS24 6HD 


• Quotes over 'phone 
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POST TO! S^ 

Cheque/PO/Access or Visa 

AXXON COMPUTER SUPPLIES, _ ,. „. „- -.„ 

(APCW) FREEPOST, P.O. Box 279A, SJ^Jj"^ g Jo . 5 30 " 

Surbiton, Surrey KT5 9BR gat 9.30 ■ zioo 

"THE SECRET IS SERVICE" 

SAME DAY DESPATCH (SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY) ORDER BEFORE 3pm. 

ALL PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT. FREE DELIVERY (U.K Mainland & BFPO) 
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LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Brian Clough Foolball Forlunes . .£15 50 
Bridge Player Galactica wilh 

integrated tutor £21.95 

Buran £14.95 

Classic Games 4 (special edttion)£ 18.95 

Classic Invaders ....£13 50 

Clock Chess '89 E15.95 

Gnome Rangar E15.50 

Grand Slam £14 95 

Head Coach V.3 E16.95 

Ingrid's Back (sequel to 

Gnome Ranger) £15.50 

Pete G errand's Handy Diary 

Plus £19.50 



Scace Ghost £15.50 

Scrabble (Deluxe) „„ .£15 50 

Sir Perceval £14.95 

Steve Davis Snookw E16.95 

Tank Attack £18 00 

Terracom £14.95 

Telris £15.50 

The Complele Home Bitertainmenl 

Centre ,.,,£15 95 

TimeSMagik E13.50 

Trivial Pursuit ...£17.95 

Yes Chancellor (UK economy 

Sim] £1-1.95 



EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



Animai/Vegetabie/Minerai .....E14.50 

Cross Grid (Cross word without clues) £10.95 

French Mistress (KOSMOS, 12 to adult) £16 95 

Fun School 3 (Under 5'a) £16.95 

Fun School 3 5 io 7 yrs) „ „ £16.95 

Fun School 3 (Over 7yrs) £16.95 

German Master (KOSMOS. 12 to adult) £16 95 

Gianikiller (maths adv 9-16 years) .£14.95 

Italian Tutor (KOSMOS. 12 toaOult)..„ £16.95 

Junior Playtime £9.95 

Micro English (LCL, 8- GCSE) £19.95 

Micro Maths (LCL. 1 1-GCSE) £19.95 

School's Out ..£10.95 

Spanish Tutor (KOSMOS, 12 to adult) £16.95 

Ultimate Sums £995 

Ultimate Quiz „ £9.95 

WordWise . . £1495 



DISKS FREE DISK BOX WITH EVERY 20 DISKS ORDERED 



5 Off 10 off 20 off 

Amsoft CF2 ........£8.99 £1 5.99 £31 .50 

Maxell CF2 ....£8.99 CI 5.99 £31 .50 

Maxell CF2-D £10.99 £18,99 £37.00 

Maxell CF2 

(individually cased) £10.99 E18.99 E37.00 

3' Individual Plastic Case £2.50 (5). C4.95, (10). E9.95 (20), £22.00 (50) 
Amstrad 3" Storage Box (10 cap) , - .£5.95 



RIBBONS very high Quality AMSTRAD compatible 



1 uK 5 off lOofl 

PCW 9512 Carbon Wullistrike £2.65 £2.55 £2.45 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric Ribbon E3.30 E3.1Q £2.70 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Mullistrike £3.30 E3.15 E3.00 

PCW 8256/6512 Black Fabric Ribbon. ...£3.20 E3.00 E2.80 

(long life 14m) 

Amslrad DMP 2000/3000 £3.50 E3.00 £2.50 

Citizen 120D £3.50 E3.00 E2.50 

NEC P2200/P2+ £4.50 E4.00 E3 50 



ORIGINAL AMSTRAD RIBBONS 



loff Soft 10 off 

PCW8256/8512CarbonMultistrike £6.95 £6.50 £6.00 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon £6.95 £6.50 £6.00 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike £3.85 £3.45 £3,00 

(minimum order 2 rlbboni except with other Hem* ordered) 



A future friendly product from Office 21 £12.95 



HARDWARE 



SCA RAMPACS 

512K £104.00 

768K £128.00 

1.5Mb £222.00 

SCA Interfaces {serial/parallel) 
for Amstrad PCW's 

Professional £48.80 

Professional Plus/W/Clock and 
Calendar £58.65 

Pro SCANHandscanner |gf=gl 

Comes wilh Interface & Software, 

for use with MicroDesign II and other 

programs. 

"Excellent value, excellent product", 

20/20, 8000 Plus' 

MOUSE 

AMX Mouse with Interface E49.95 

AMX Mouse with interface and 

Micro Design II £84.95 



COMPUTER PAPER 



ir X 9.5" 60 gms 1000 £10.95 

1 r X 9.5" 60 gms 2000 £18.95 

IT X 9.5" 70 gms 1000 £1 1.95 

ll-ee' X 9.25" (A4) 70 gms 1000 ...£13.95 
1 1 .66" X 9.25" {A4) 70 gms 2000 ...£24.95 
1 1.66' X 9.25' (A4) 80 gms 1000 ...£14.95 
1 1 ,66" X 9.25" (A4) 80 gms 2000 ...£25,95 
11" X 9.5* NCR 2pt 1000 £26.95 



DUST COVERS 



3 piece anii-siaiic, washable, waterproof, 
beige with brown piping 

PCW 8256/8512 (3pcs) £8.55 

PCW 9512 3( pes) E8.95 

PCW 951 2 with Sheet Feeder 

(3 pes) £11,55 

NEW!!! 

Kador Sean 'n' Type 

Keyboard Protector for PCW 
8256/8512/9512 



SOFTWARE 



BOOKS 



All In One Mini Office Professional,... ,..£11.95 

Desktop Publishing Amslrad PCW £12.95 

Illustrated Locoscript £10.95 

Locomail User Guide .,..£19.95 

Locoscript II User Guide E19.95 

Locoscript II + Mail, File, Spell £10.95 

Mallard BASIC Intro & Ref £9 95 

Maslering Amstrad PCW 8256/8512 E9.95 

PCW Machine Code E13.95 

PCW Super Code E13.95 

Picture Processing Amslrad PCW E12.95 

Pretext PCW User Guide E10.95 

Using the Amslrad PCW 9512 E10 95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor £9.95 



Prices are tor MAIL ORDER ONLY 

We reserve the right to alter 

specif icat Ions and prices without prior 

notice 

Quantity order please ring for prices 

Government, Educational Authority 

orders welcome, with official order 

form (minimum order £50) 

No export orders 

All trade marks acl<nowledged 



3" Tnesaurus (for Locofile) £14.50 

Cracker 11 Turbo Plus £49.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansysl) ^ £18.95 

DBase II £39.95 

Desktop + AMX Mouse £65 95 

Ripper 3. £34.50 

Foreword £39.50 

Master File 8000 E34.95 

Master Pack (scan & paint) £62.50 

Master Scan , £55.50 

Micro Design II £45.95 

Micro Designlla Proscar Ullitilles disk £19.00 

Mini Office Protessional „ £26 95 

Money Manager £47 95 

Pro Ease £18 95 

Prolexl £39.95 

Sage Invoicing £52.95 

Saga Payroll £52.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £72.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £104.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £52.95 

Super Calc II £39.50 

Super Dos .,,,.£29.95 

Two Finger Conversion (lansysl) £18.95 



BITS & BOBS 



Lockable Storage Box (up to 30 disks) £7.95 

Lockable Storage Box (up to 60 disks) £9.95 

3' Head Cleaning Kll £4.75 

951 2 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

Printer Cable D25-CEN 36 (9 Series) £9.95 

Printer Cable CEN 36 - CEN 36 

(8 Series) £11.95 

Margin Maker MM3i (8256/8512) £14.50 

3" Storage box (5 cape) ..£2.50 

3' Individual plastic case 50p each 

Tracey. £7.95 

Mouse Pad, 6mm, anti-slatic fabric 

surface £6.50 

Anti-Static Glare Filler (12", 8 S 9 series) £23.85 

Screen Cleaning Wipes (10 packets) £3.95 

Universal Primer Stand (2 pes) £6.95 

Mouse House (storage pocket) £2.99 



"Simp ell Solutions" 

Depl. B Box121Cfe5hamRd.,Slaines, Mx. 
TW18 2AI. England, 




USF ANY SINGLE-SHEET STATIONERYl 

MARGIN AAAKER MM3i 

PLACES PAPER PRECISELY for TOP QUALITY RESULTS! 

Save Paper & Time! Quick & Accurate! No Guessing. Fiddling, Skewing! 
For PCW 825b/8513. Use lOOgms paper, telterheads, forms, etc. Easy to 
til, adjust, use. GREAT GIFT; Treat yourself! M/III3I Onlv£17 95 



a (0784) 452677 S 

OlficeHDUf^A AUBwcrphoneSfirvLCH jii^T ledvpvoiir N^iupK Number. We c»My<ju^ 

"MaxaFIt" Professional model, stunning performance! For 9512 
and «5% of all impact printers. Phone for fit delails £35.50 

"Inualuable aidr "Miaafu is aflke liighesl quality" "Eilirmfly delighled!" "Very accu- 
nU^tOncaetUntaccessory'" "Immediatety iinpresaedr"A real lyoon.'" Treat you rseffi 

'■SlmpeU SOFTWARE SoluUona" 
Money Manager (all PCW's) Powerful Accounting. Easy to Use! £39.95 
Micro Design 2 {all PCW's) Easy, Top Quality DTP. Unbeatable! £42.50 

PncH Ind VAT & p4 p. Phone tai luntwf ProckicT Dtbif^. 



UPGRADING TO PC? 

Continue your LocoScript Experience with 

LOCOSCRIPT PC & LINK £125.00 

LocoScript PC £120 locoLink £30 Linl^ S PC S/Ware £45 

The NEW Printer Support Pack £29.95 
ALL LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE USUALLY IN STOCK 
AMSOFT CF2 DISKS 10 tor £21 20 for £40 30 for £55 

MANNESMANN TALLY PRINTERS 

MT-81 £139.82 MT-S2 £304.82 

MT-130 24pin £528.75 MT-90 INKJET £528.75 

MT-904 LASER £650.00 

PRINTER DELIVERY QUICK 8.50 NEXT DAY 1 5.00 
Send, Telephone or Fax your Order to; INCL. VAT FREE POST 

The Avenue Group -rr. « cav nync 454017 

B Fourth Ave HAVANT P09 2OX I ^L W IrtA UfUJtJIUI/ 



EXEMPLAR DESIGN ^.Vbamxu 



■■■ SPECIALISTS JN MICRODESIGN SUPPORT SOFTWARE " 

MD.CLEARTEXT - The best-selling independent font collection 
for MicroDcsign 2. A must if you're using the standard PCW 
primer! £14.95 

MD CLEARPAGE - As above plus extra fonts (including Greek 
and Cyriltie) ,ind a detailed guide to newsletter production. £29.95 

MICRODIAGONALS - Display text that's tailor-rnade to run 
diagonally up or down the MicroDcsign page. Optimum edge 
definition .ind undistoncd character shapes in all priming formats. 
Precise lavout pi.inning and simple layout procedures with the 
normal graphics tools. Two disks containing 452 files. £18.50 

????? - New release due shortly! Please send SAE for early details. 

" PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH TYPE OF PCW YOU USE ■■■ 




Hsr^:^ 



DESKING Three 

COMPACT & ERGONOMIC WORKSTATION FOR YOUR PCW 

Organising your PCW or PC 
is not easy. Either it takes 
over your desk or you jusi 
don't have enough space 
for everything. 
DESKING Three will take 
your PCW 8256/8512/9512 
complete with Printer & 
Paper in one mobile compact 
unit packed with ergonomic 
and safety features. 

• Keyboard VDU & Printer all 
independently height 
adjustable 

• Roll-out keyboard tor comfort 

• Slide-out printer shelf 

• Paper Iray & catcher 

• Cable tidy system 

• Lockable castors 
DESKING Three is finished in 
dual tone satin grey to match 
your PCW and will usually be 

delivered directly to you within £^4 VIA 

48 hrs at our special price of just J^^ 4? * ^'■'^ 

FREE DELIVERY applies to mainland UK, other locations by agreement. 
ORDERING: CALL our 24 Hour HOTLINE NOW 

0993-883277 




WELCOMf Of Sl'HO PAYMEUT rO 

or FAX 0993 S83333 







OUR FREE CATALOGUE SHOWS A PULL RANGE OF COMPUTER 
FURNfTURE, PRINTER SILENCERS & AMGARD SCREEN FILTER 



3 1/2" DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £4.50 p&p 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 



* We use the POST OFFICE'S guaranteed NEXT DAY DELIVERY * 

PHONE IN yOUR CARD HO. TOOAy ■ RECEIVE yOUR DRIVE TOMORROW 



The norma! internal 3" B drive does everything our external 
31/2" B drive does e.veepi :- it won't allow you to buy discs at 
75p each to read/write to PC Formatted discs. And you 
definitely can't buy it for less than L80. Our top brand TEAC 
drive needs no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256. 8512 and 9513 computers via a single ribbon cable 
Housed in its sleek white meial case it measures just 17 x 11 x3 
cms and is supplied with full step by step fitting instructions. 

3 i/V Discs 10 for £7,50 



MOONSTONES 2 IN 1 PCW/PC FILE TRANSFER 

IS NOW ONLY 129.95, BUI BOUGHT WITH DRIVE £.26.00 

This powerful utility enables the free transfer of files to and 

from PC Computers and compatibles. Reads, writes and even 

formats MSDOS disc on ALL PCWs. 



256K MEMORY 
UPGRADE - £18.00 

Turn your fi2'>f> into an B'>I2 wkIi 

our cdsy lo fit upgrade kii. 
Tuli [iiuiig in SI rue lions supplied 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Locomail £.7.95 

Plus LI p&p 



COMPACT MICROS 

17/ Sunnyside Lane, 

Otley Road, Bradford BD3 OJB 

Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 602180) 

Trade enquiries welcome 



staying Power 

The PCW has confounded those critics who said it would never last. 
Andy Wilton discovers the reasons for its tenacity 



Whenever PCW industry folk 
get together, one topic of 
conversation always comes 
up, namely; how much longer do you 
think it's going to last? The "it" in 
question is nol the recession, the uniform 
business rale or any other normal trading 
worry: "il" means "the PCW markel, our 
livelihoods and all thai stuff. 

The fact is. people who make their 
living from PCW software or add-on 
hardware feel like they're living on 
borrowed time - that one day soon the 
world's PCW users will throw their 
machines away en masse, buy other 
machines instead, and thai will be that. 

A partial explanation is easily 
furnished. You see, it's a general 
principle of the computer industry that 
all makes of computer will fall by the 
wayside eventually, to be replaced by 
something newer and shinier. 

However, with the continuing 
success of Amsirad's sales effort <md the 
steady trickle of new hardware and 
software developments, this panieuiar 
general principle seems not to apply to 
the PCW. If anything, business seems to 
be getting brisker. So why the 
pessimism? A spot of history may be 
enlightening. 

Unsuccessful operation 

Nice hardware, shame aboul ihe OS. 
Once upon a time, software for the PCW 
meant CP/M programs written in the 
USA sometime during Jimmy Carter's 
term of office. Typically these programs 
needed a fair bit of fiddling to make 
them run properly. When you did gel one 
of them going il would turn nut to have a 
24x80 characier display lucked into ihe 
coiner of Ihe PCW's .'ilxTO screen. Il 
would make mediocre use of your 
machine's bundled printer, and getting it 
10 recognise ihose special PCW keys like 
ICANI or |EOL] required a diorough 
knowledge of ihe ullra-hoslile 
SETKEYS utility. And no matter what 
you did. it would never ever produce a 
pound sign on screen. 

In short, the software industry's 
support for Ihe PCW in those days 
amounted to (a) copying CP/M programs 
on to T' discs and (b| knocking out a 
photocopied sheet of installation 
instructions. You couldn't really blame 
people for taking this approach. Like any 
other business, software publishing is 
intended first and foremost as a profit- 
making venture. If you invest a huge 
amount of programming lime in software 



for a dead-end machine, you won't make 
much of a profit. And that's precisely 
how people thought of the PCW when it 
was launched - as a dead-end machine, a 
lump of obsolete technology dial would 
only sell because of its very low price. 

Defence mechanisms 

Amstrad themselves didn't work 
overtime fighting this attitude. They sold 
PCWs purely as word- processors, and 
seemed genuinely surprised when people 
started writing software for them. "Why 
would anyone warn to program a 
typewriter?", an Amsu^d technical 
support person once asked me. 

As it turned oul. both the industry 
pundits and Amstrad rather missed Ihe 
point. The PCW was - and is - a solid, 
practical computer, easily powerful 
enough for most people's needs but at 
the same time well wilhin most people's 
budgels. It sold well, and attracted lols of 
software and hardware support. 

Here was a computer doing what 
successful computers have always done: 
selling weil and attracting plenty of 
third-party support. Somehow though, 
despile shedding the "typewriter" tag in 
pretty short order, the PCW never quite 
lost its "old technology" label, and the 
short life expectancy that this implied. 

Thai old technology chestnut. 
Ii's fair enough, 1 suppose: the PCW 
does use old technology - but then, il 
isn'i the only aged piece of hardware 
around. Age is irrelevant so long as Ihe 
machines in question does a good job. 
Many of the popular machines have 
survived and been upgraded simply 
because people liked the software 
available for them. Tills is true for the 
PCW. The Micro Designs and 
Masterfilesof this world can siill 
command huge foUowings - and rightly 
so. You might be able lo find more 
sophisticated packages on other 
machines, but you'd pay five or ten times 
the price and get a drastically mote 
complex, unwieldy piece of software. 

Computer industry pundits wrote the 
PCW off the moment Amstrad unveiled 
il. Over the half-dozen years since then, 
the machine's life expectancy has 
steadily risen to the point where it could 
keep going indefinitely. If Amstrad don't 
feel like upgrading the PCW's hardware, 
ihe likes of SCA and Cirtech seem happy 
to fill the gap. Suddenly you can double 
your machine's speed, quadruple its 
memory or increase its disc capacity 
fifty-fold, and all on (in computer lerms) 



a shoestring. Why shouldn't a cheap, 
easy-to-use computer wilh lots of cheap, 
easy-to-use software carve a permanent 
niche for itself? The only really worrying 
thing seems lo be worry itself If enough 
third -party suppliers deserted the PCW, 
fearing a mass exodus of customers, then 
they might just bring that exodus aboul: 
such computer prophecies have a way of 
being self-fulfilling. 

The PCW is pretty secure against 
this kind of thing, however: a narrowing 
software market won't immediately hit 
sales of PCWs, because so many people 
buy it as a word processor and discover 




Software Imperative's Andy Wlllon; 
"Predicting the future Is a gooif way to make 
a loo I ol yourself in this business..." 

its other uses later. This puts a brake on 
the vicious circle of falling support and 
failing sales. 

Otherwise ihere's only the "suicide 
scenario"- the possibilily that Amstrad 
will slop making PCWs even though ihe 
things are still selling. This would entail 
Alan Sugar luming his back on a nice 
linle earner though, and he's always 
been glacially slow lo do that kind of 
thing in the past. Predicting the future is 
a good way to make a fool of yourself in 
this business, but I'd rate Amstrad 
dropping a profitable product as rather 
less likely than Apple puning a free Mac 
in every packet of Rice Krispies. # 



BACK 
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Are you a recent 
reader of 8000 Plus? 
Or have you 
missed out on 
some of the 
earlier issues and 
want to catch up? 
We have limited 
quantities of our 
back issues listed 
below. The prices 
include a nominal 
25p postage. 
Remember, all issues 
contain excellent 
TipOff sections and 
the selection of 
BASIC listings, plus the 
other regulars. 



Issue 33 Four KpreaJsheels com- 
pared. C/PM class for beginncrs.and a 
review of live liudgei prinlers. 
£2.1)0 

Issue 34 Overview of accounis pack- 
ages. Siipcrtjlt ;tnii Lotofile lulorials, 
and a review of HTB Draw. Slarc ol' 
beginners' programming series. 
£2.(10 

Issue 35 Venical software- ft busi- 
ness packages reviewed, 2 MIDI pack- 
ages and a round-up of modems. 
£2.00 

Issue 37 The jumbo RAM drive for 
LJic I'CW, a clioicc of ihree hard discs. 
And ai lasl. Mini Office Plus, was il 
wonh wailing for',' 
£2.00 

Issue 38 The Composer's Pen 
reviewed. How lo ;idd an Ihird disc 
drive. An overview of programming 
language, C. 
£2.00 

Issue 39 4-page round-up of 
databases for your PCW, LocoScripl 2 
lutorial, SuperCalc continued. A look at 
RPED, ihe BASIC texi editor. 
£2.00 

Issue 40 How 10 rescue lost data 
from damaged discs. A PCW speech 
synthesiser, A round-up of DTP 
packages. 
£2.00 

Issue 42 Which word processor 
should you choose? The top len PCW 
games. Language learning packages. 
£2.00 



Issue 44 How to add a 5,25" disc 
drive. Choosing Ihe right accounts 
package. Five 24 pin prinlers put under 
the lens. 
£2,00 

Issue 45 Fitness monitoring software 
put to the test. Three horse-racing pre- 
dictor programs compared. How to add 
a 3.5" or 5.25" drive to your 95 1 2. 
£2.00 

Issue 4G .Amstrad's latest fax 
niai:hine reviewed. LocoScript PC. what 
it nteans to you. How lo get started In 
communications. 
£2.00 

Issue 47 How to clean your key- 
board in 10 easy steps. Predictive soft- 
ware on lest. Part two of our comms 
feature. Ten top Flipper lips to make life 
easier. 
£2.00 

Issue 48 The new PCW handscanner 
on test. A look at the multi-user facility 
of the Cinech Diamond hard disc. 
£2.00 

Issue 49 2 1 -point guide to Prote\t. 
Teach yourself BASIC. Deskjet printers, 
£2.20 

Issue 50 Cirtech's HardPak 
reviewed. First part of MicroDesign 
lutorial. Creative Technology's 
Handscanner. Printer Maintenance 
£2.20 

Issue 51 I990's review. Citizen's 
iow-cosl 24-pin printer. Mailraerge with 
Mini Office Professional. 
£2.20 



Order back issues using the form opposite 



CAN'T GET HOLD OF US? 



Recf ntly we've been receiving calls from readers who are having 
dil'ticully getting hold of 8001) Plus. So here's the 8000 Plus guide lo 
making certain you never have lu go without Ihe magazine again! 

If your local newsagent doesn't have a copy of 80(K) Plus on the 
shelf, try checking to see if they have any more copies in stock. 
Sometimes, even if they've .sold out on the shelves, they'll have 
more issues in the storeroom. If thai doesn'Uvork, check one of the 
bigger newsagents such as WH .Smilh or ,)ohn Menzies. 
If vou don't want to subscribe, whv not fill in the form below and 



hand it to your newsagent. Remember, every single newsagent in 
Ihe country - from WH Smith to the corner shop - will be 
delighted to reserve you a copy each month. You can even arrange 
lo have it delivered to your home. 

Finally, if you still have no luck, call Kate Hodges on 
0225 442244 and tell her thai you've been having trouble getting 
hold of 8000 Plus. Remember to lell her where you've been trying 
to find it - and she'll sort the problem out in no time! 



I 1 



I 



COMPLETE THIS FORM AND HAND IT TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 



I Please reserve me copy/copies of 8000 PLUS every month, beginning witti the August issue, out on 25th July. 



Name 



j Address 

I 

I 



Phone 

To the newsagent: 8000 PLUS is published by Future Publishing and is available from your wholesaler. Please save all 



I your 8000 Plus shopsaves and return them to qualify lor a free draw to: Kate Hodges, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW 
I I 



A GIFT OR SAVE MONEY! 



1 2 issues for just 

£23.40 plus this 

excellent book as a 



1 2 issues for only 
£20.50 saving 1 2% on 
the newsstand 
price! ^ 



EXPLOITING 

THE AMSTRADPCW 9512 

For users who want to use 
their machine as a fully 
blown computer, this book 
not only examines the 
PCW and its native word 
processor LocoScript but 
also explores the range of 
other programs avail- 
able. 300 plus pages with 
detailed information on 
LocoScript, LocoMail, 
CP/M, LocoFiie, dBase 
II, SuperCalc 2 and 
Mini Office Professional. 



'sfrad 
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The benefits of subscribing 



SAVE 24P EVERY ISSUE 

If you prefer to keep your costs as low as possible, 
then this is the offer for you. By choosing this 
special discount rate as opposed to the gift book, 
you will be saving 24p off the retail price of each 
and every issue of 800(» PLUS. 
It's as simple as that. 



Choose the option 

that suits you best then 

complete the coupon and return it 

today. Alternatively, 

call our credit card hotline on 

, 0458 74011, . 



You safeguard yourself against any future price increases. The price you pay now Is 
guaranteed for the duration of your subscription - even If the cover price rises. 

• Your copy is guaranteed every month; delivered to your door at no extra charge if you live in 
the UK. 

• Get complete peace of mind. You can cancel your subscription at any time and we will refund 
you for all unmailed Issues. _ >. ■ ■ 

...you know it makes sense! 



I Please enter/renew my subscription to 8000 PLUS as indicated below. 

H H.B- la efiiie yoaietei^B yoai mogaiine ifuitkiy ond undomageti olt oveneai tvinniptions ote teni A}f Mail 



12 ISSUES OF 8000 PLUS AND MY GIFT BOOK 

EXPLOITING THE AM5TRAD PCW 9512 



□ 12 ISSUES AT THE MONEY SAVING PRICE 
(BOOK NOT INCLUDED) 



UK £23.40 Europe £38.40 World £53.40 Q UK £20.50 Europe £35.50 World £50,50 

PlBSf JISO Sf KD Mt THE fOllDWlKG !)l« 15SUB IIUASf 0(011 33 34 35 37 3B 36 40 4) 42 43 45 46 47 48 49 50 SI 52 53 54 55 56 57 



HAME 



IIIIPHONENO 



tDORESS 



POSTCODE 



HEIftDDOFPATMEKT llkliycmtlmBJ 



IDIAl [OST 



VISA/ACCESS 



CHEQUE Me poyoi/shiFuiun Milling M 



(AID NO 



EXPItYDHE 



on 



Endose this ipupdn (toselhet wlAymr (fe?ue hppkobk) in m envelope lo; 8000 PLUS SyaStRIPTIONS, FREEPOST, SOMERTOH TAI 1 7BR. THIS COUPON IS VALID UNTIL 31ST JULY 1 991 



IF YOU ARE STILL USING. 




SHEAR 



TWEAK is a new program from Creative Technology for 
manipulating graphic images created using Stop Press, 
the Desktop Publisher, Master scan, MicroI}esign2 or 
ProSCAN, Using TWEAK, images can be transformed in 
all kinds of ways to bring extra style to your printouts. 

TWEAK is only available on the Creative Technology 
Utilities Disc, price £10.50 including VAT and postage. 



This advert was entirely designed, typeset 
and printed AT THIS SCALE using only 
MicroDesign2, ProSCAN and Tweak, running 
on a PCV8512 with a Deskjet printer. 



"■" ■ V"'v;, ' 



ProSCAN 



The new Image Scanner for 
the Amstrad PCW ser 

A must for 
serious^ 




* Scanning 

* Image editiA ^''^.^utTstorage 

* Compatible *-rtfiL)TP programs 

* Best graphics printing ever on a PCW 
*^F\ilI A4> scanning with Amstrad Fax 



SCANNED FROM A 
COLOUR MAGAZINE 



I " m'm i iiJJimjm^mi^WMi ^ jjJMMav : ^^^^^ 
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ProSCAN (PCW) £184j00fc^„ ,. - , „_-_ 

»«■ r, ■ -Mnr-an p t^ or. ► ^Oth for Only £225 

MicroDesigii2 (PCW) £62.00 ^ ' 

MicroDesign2 (PC) £72.00 PRICES INCLUDE : 

Utilities Disc (PCW) £19.50 VAT AND POSTAGE 

Extra Fonts Discs (each) ... £16.00 . oraphics and fonts 
Parish Library (2 discs) .... £21.00 W DISCS available FOR 
Maps Library (2 discs) £21.00 ^ 



PCW AND PC VERSIONS 





10 Park St 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs STU 7A0 

TEL 0889567160 

FAX 0889 56354.8 
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CREATIVETCCHNOLOGY 
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INBUSINESS PCW from CAVALIER SOFTWARE 




CAVALIER 
SOFTWARE 



1 Bryn Tirion, Nebo Road, Llanrwst, 
Gwynedd, LL26 OHL 



INBUSINESS MENU 



A. Simpie Invoicing 

B. Stock Control 

C. Retail Stock Control & Labels 

D. Order Processing & Invoicing 

E. Customer/Supplier Database 
R Nominal Ledqer 

G. Retail Cash Accounting 

H. Sales Ledger 

I. Purchase Ledger 

J. Period-end Accounting & Audit 

K. Report Generator 

L. Contract Accounting 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR SELECTION 



The complete integrated stock control, 

invoicing and full accounting system for the 

AMSTRAD PCW. Suitable for retailers, 

wholesalers, builders, accountants and 

almost any other small business. 



PRICES (including VAT) 



Simple Invoicing (menu options A 8 E) 40.00 ^ Litelfme 

INSTOCKII menu options B to E) 85.00 ^Support, 

INTACT II (menu options E to J) 85,00 

Report Generator menu option K) 20.00 Requires INSTOCK II 

INBUSINESS PCW menu options B to K) 160.00 

Contract Accounts menu option L) 60,00 Requires INTACT II 

WE ALSO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS: 

TELEADD [Name S Address database ideal lor tiome, dub membership etc.] E35.00 

HOMEVIEW [Estate Agents matctiing & mailing syslerrs] ,£200.00 

DINER [Restaurant and Fast Food Menu, Stock and Billing SystBtn) E65.00 

NEWSBOY [Newsagent a Paper Round a Billing S/stem) E6E.O0 

RE-CHORO (Mjsic Library Database) , £35,00 

HOTEL (Hole! Reservaliors & Billing System) E110.00 

PIGEON [Pigeon Fanciers Database) £75.00 

TAXICAB (Minicab Arraiunting) £140,00 

All options are menu driven, so are simple lo operate. j f._ niat" 

An installation Program is provided for all AMSTRAD PCW computsfs.t Swapping 
All carry free lifetime HOTLIfJE support and require no disk swapping. 



Telephone: 0492 641548 tormore details or to place your order 
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Langford 



Whelher or not Ihere's a 
genuine recession in ihe 
world of publishing, the 
industry seems to h.ive lalkeil itself into 
one. From my safe bunker I keep hearing 
Ihe screams of editors toppling from 
fifth-storey windows with one last 
rejection slip still clutched pathetically in 
their hands, 

I promise that I tried very hard 
indeed not to giggle when this happened 
to the chap who last year returned a 
submission with mild apologies for 
having sat on it for five agonised, 
suspenseful years.... 

Other editors are pale and sweaty 
after being summoned to the offices of 
Higher Management, shown the 
vertiginous drop from the window-ledge, 
and told. "One day. son. all this could be 
yours." Then they are relea.sed with a 
caution and instructions to spend less. 
Except for a guaranteed iniemaiional 
best-seller, in which case they can offer 
as many millions as they see fit. It's 
difficult just now to be an editor without 
spending hours gibbering and biting 
one's toenails. 

These symptoms are caused by such 
decisions as: do you lash out £2.000.000 
Irying lo poach a honor megastar ;iuthor 
who always does well? It's relatively 
easy for editors to sell this idea to the 
holders of the purse-strings; ihey can 
point to a proven track record of best- 
sellers. Unfortunately eight other 
publishing houses are planning exactly 
the same. By the time the shark-like 
bidding frenzy is over. The deal is made, 
and the book is launched with the major 
publicity campaign demanded by such 
an investment, it's possible that the 
result will be that common phenomenon 
of the l9BOs — the best-seller which 
loses money. 

This happens because today's surreal 
figures in the genre of Fat Books With 
Embossed Foil Jackets are such that, 
quite often, there is no reasonable 
possibility of making enough profit from 
the book to cover the initial advance lo 
that megastar author. The publishers are 
in theory aiming for a long-term 
investment: goodwill or contractual lies 
which will keep the author wiili Uiem. 
and hopes thai this publicity splurge will 
cast a glow of increased desirability over 
his or her later books (plus earlier ones 
which Ihey will try to buy in 
economically and reprint). 

Of course, the moment the megastar 
is off that contractual hook, the frantic 
attction could start again, with a different 
publisher winning the right lo pay X 
million pounds ... and bye-bye to the first 
one's "far-sighted" investment. 

Starting out 

The notion of long-term goodwill used to 
apply to first-time authors. Although 
Ihere are exceptions, a first book tends 
nol to do very well. Editors used to 
regard it as an investment, with hopes of 
winning the loyalty of promising 
authors, A modest advance would be 
paid, a modest print-run scheduled: three 
or four books hence, this could be an 



established writer. And the investment 
was a small sum which unlike those 
speculative seven- figure advances 
couldn't possibly threaten the whole 
publishing house. 

This is the paradox. Some editors try 
to woo promising authors exactly as I've 
described, but find il harder and harder lo 
"sell" their decisions to ati editorial 
board which keeps screaming, "We've 
/•al to have another best-seller!" 

IVivial pursuit 

ll's notorious that committee debate 
issues in inverse proportion to the sums 
involved. Amulti-million-pound 
expense tends lo be nodded through, 
while an order for paperclips will splil 
the meeling in bitter controversy about 
expense, waste, possible alternatives, 
and the villainy of .staff who don't 
appreciate that these luxuries cost £ 1 .20 
per thousand. 

JusI so. our editor finds il incredibly 
hard lo make the case thai Fred Obscure 
is worth a modest inveslmenl. There is a 
hiss of indrawn breath around the 
boardroom table. Think how many 
paperclips you could buy for £3000. 
"What's his track record?" snaps a thin- 
lipped editorial director. First novelists 
do nol tend to have a track record. 

{Exceptions are made for media 
personalities, ex-models, famous 
terrorists, and so on. They may nol be 
able 10 write, bui gel their X on the 
contract and the copy-editors will sort it 
out. An editor once boasted lo me that 
he'd ghosted a major bestseller in four 
days, based on fragments of the 
"unpublishable" script from a famous 
name I'm nol at liberty lo divulge.) 

The paper curtain 

As if the above picture weren't 
depressing enough. Ihere's a growing 
possibility that submissions from new 
authors might never gel read ai all. With 
die latest waves of siaff cuts, editors 
have less and le.ss time lo scan 
everything that comes in. 

Traditionally, die first .sifting of the 
slushpile is perfomied by outside help — 
by freelance publishers' readers, a 
particulariy overworked and ill-paid 
breed (described here in issue 15. 
E)ecember 19K7). They're now having a 
thin time of il. many being effectively 
laid off. Some major paperback imprints 
are no longer employing readers at all 
("what, pay fieeluiices in a recession?"'), 
while the depleted ranks of editors still 
lack lime to do the work. Never before in 
the hi.siory of literature have so many 
works been rejected unread by so few. 

{Personal noie: your columnist was 
recently privileged to read the entire 
popular-science slushpile of a noted 
publisher, a terrifying slack of 
cobwebbed manuscripts Ihal had been 
accumulating for six months. "You have 
one afiemnon lo repori on the lot," they 
said. Haifa day's pay was all the budget 
would allow. I staggered wearily home. 

So. what hope remains for all the 
aspiring novelists tapping away at PCWs 
in a comer of the bedroom? There are 




Last 
Words? 



David Langford 
ruminates on matters 
recessionary - and how 
they affect the plight of 
the freelance writer 



iwo encouraging points to bear in mind. 
One is thai Uiere's something artificial 
aboul ihe current panic. World upheavals 
may send dread ripples down from die 
vast conglomerates who directly or 
indirectly own many British publishers 
... but the general public hasn't stopped 
buying books, you know. 

In six or twelve months' time there 
could be an equally wild swing lo 
optimism and a boom might even be 
declared. In which case some publishers 
will look a bit silly, like shipowners who 
jettisoned half their valuable cargo at a 
premature storm warning. If so. Ihcy'll 
be keen lo build up iheir lists again. This 
means you. 

The other point is that most really 
good stuff is sooner or laier pushed 
through the horrors of the system by an 
editor who believes in 11, 

Today ihe chances are fewer and the 
work needs to be better, but Ihat 
loophole is still there. 

We live in interesting times. • 



July 91 55 



budget accounts 



everything you need for your home accounts 

■ ThD pingram raallv is veiy oasy TD uso wich higlihgriiad menu selocllons throughoul. 

• Up 10 ^2.225 enlrfes per a:r:ounlDninea5l2anc]95l2. and3.07&anllwB256wlTh 
up 10 iwenly lellers ol commenr for every enlry- 

• You CHI irainialn as many accounts as ynu vfisti 

• UplolwenlycalegorLes lor Incoma And eii[)en{)liurg per accouni each wtifi a column 
fieadfng dI up to len lanets ( no crypnc codes \o be mairensad ) 

• SknciFBCiiTegDry.sr^ienient^iuidlull stalemenla m twDSC4»n rormals lor any group ol 
enTrJes plus Income reHpendiTure balances, calegory analysis, and bar graphs. 

4 Pririied slaternenTs and analysis reports ( WOO's in a criDtca Of hvQ styles ) 

• ChDiceol noEmal/revDrse tfldwfor screen QlsplayS with live scrolling speeds . 

• Superiasldalaeniry. Addflnlrjfls, ins ed en tries any wh are, aJler entries and delele enlnos 

• TTie prograrn Ls properly documented 'aMIi a 12 page A4 manual, end IS supplied along wLTh 
AdefTonslralion account which already contains Ii7 anirles 

Budget Accounts which is available tor all PCW's costs ns 35 Inclusive 

A tull warkint] dBrnDnslralion disc Is also avallabla aT cast v^ich is £? bO Incijsive 

For more intormalion. or to order the program or a demonslratton disc 
( do state model when ordering ) please write or telephone . 



e CHESTNUT GROVE EALING 
LONDON W5 4JT 
TELEPHONE 081 840 0760 



codex 

software 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an Introductory booklet and 2 self- teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope]. 

ONLT £12.60 No previous knowledge leqaired 

For ALL AmstradB {CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 

Payment by Access/Visa. Cfieqiie. P.O. Please stale make ofcampuler 

of send s.a.e. (33p ■ about 9" x 7")Jorfree catalogue aivinq dciaits oj 

our wide range oJ programs for PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 

including complete natal inierpretiiiUirix and forecasting. 

Also I CHING." GRAPHOLOGY. BIORHYTHMS. NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

IDept 80001 67 Peascroil Road. Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 251809 



TOO BUSY TO BACK UP? 



We oil know ihar we siiould keep botkup copies of our disks buf we rarely do 
Copying disks witli Locoscnpl 2 or DlSCKlT lakes a long lime and usudly involves 
mony Oiik swopi ond ii is eosy to make misiokes; copying files individually is a 
chore 

Written especially to reduce the time token lo an absolute mmimum, BACKUP wili 
outomoticollv bock up your disks eilher by copying only chonged liles or by 
copying selecled troclis, wfiichaver is quickest. BACKUP luni as a selF-booling 
"End or Day" disk wrth Friendly LocoScript-like menus and i! rec^uires no knowledge 
ol CP/M. It is primorily oimed ol LocoScripl 2 and CP/M users, but those with 
only LocoScrip! i v^ill goin some odvontoge. BACKUP costs only £19.95. 

Used regularly BACKUP will oilow you to back up your disks in seconds, in your 
choice of 2 or 3 generation sets. As well os helping yourself you will also be 
oiding the charity 8ACUP to help people live with cancer 

Order from BACKUP DISC (SOOO) British AlMxiarion of Cancer United Patients 
121-3 CharTerhouie Street, London ECIM 6AA 
Telephone: 071 608 1785 Fax: 071 253 0123 

Please stale which PCW you use and number of copies required. 

Cheques should be made payable to: BACUP Trading Co. Lid 

Access or visa Accoplml. 




A Complete 

Service in 

Computers & 

Software. 



Miles Belter Soltware 

219.221 Cannock Road, 

Ctiadsinoor, Cannock 

SlaHordstiire.WSII 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577I6J9 



LOCOMOTIVE 



l/iTOwnpi It + LiM nFlte 44,90 

Ijjcoluni 29.95 

Ijirolonl 24 29,95 

laroHlr (Bl,. 34,95 

InrofltiMBI 34,95 

Lolrumall 2 IH] ,29.95 

r^nlcr Support l^ark 29.95 

IjllrcHrnpl 2 * LmrGspt'll (81 39,95 

Locofllr • Loromalt 181 49,95 

LilriKlcrlpL 2 (8) 29,95 

tjfi'DiiOrt 8,95 

Kcylward Dtsk |8) 29,95 

KcyliOlifd Dtsil 19) 29,95 

Locoscnpl PC i,5 99,95 

Locotink 24.95 

Lo(J>t<int 24 rT 24.95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



AMX Slop fii-ss . Mouse 70.00 

AM.\ Slop Pre^ „„.... , 36,00 

MI,TO Dfslen It,. 44.95 



SPREADSHEETS 



Superralr 2 52,00 

tr^clirr2 42 OS 



DATABASE 



M.i5[cr Htp taOOO 32,95 

D Base 11 59.95 

SaRC Popular Rclrieve 49,95 

Dalaslore II 27.95 



ACCOUNTS 



Sasc Populiir ArrouiUS 70.50 

Sane Papular Arcounls PJxis .......105.75 

SaKT ['(.putnr Payroll 49,95 

Sam- ['rfpul.nr InvolctnA,. 49,95 

Saw C,i5h Trader 70. BO 

Moni-y Miinnerr PCW , 34.94 

TY rsoiiai Til). I'liinncr 19.95 

Vital ln«.mp PriHtssor 34,95 

SBft Cush... , 45,95 

Sloik Marktl 2,... 34,95 

Dialla Sl'Slcm 3 .,,.,31.95 



UTILITIES 



[luuldf.Oi 29,95 

Easy latjfllcr 29.95 

illsofl Pascal 80 ,. 34.95 

illsoil DcvpatSOVa 34,95 

illaoll Knife Plus 19,95 

Pascal MT + 29,95 



ACCESSORIES 



Fun Sihool3 2 5yr5 19,95 

Full Sthciol 3 5-7 yrs 19,95 

KiinSrliool3 7-12yrs 19,95 

102 Key KtvlJoard 79,95 

SlarLC 10 Primer 169,00 

Siari-C 24-10 Primer, 240,00 

SlarLC 200 Colour.,.. .219.00 

Slar LC 24-200 .,. 269 00 

Slurl,C24 290 Colour.. 319.00 



Si 



JusI a selGclion from our vasi range ol compuEer soltware. 
All goods sent Airhln 24 hours- AM prices include VAT and Dehvery, 

Please make cheques, postal orders payabie !o. ^^^^^ 

"Miles Better Software" VISA 

Acce5S/\f\%3 orcTBr^ plea:^i^ phone (Dr tmniedidlE Oi^D->1ch ^^^^_ 



LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design lelretheads. receipls, po.'lers, labels, lickels for home or small business. 
Create your design by plating texl in any combination of fonts in any mi mure 

of 8 1 differeni sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines. 

arcs, circles, elipses. shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 18 differeni sizes, use yout design in labels up lo 4 " s 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy lo use program includes full 

instruction manual, 15 fonts and a fonl and icon designer. 

Price £18.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for wonj game enlhusiasts. 

Price £13.50 

For further details and orders phone ((M.I.I) 30799 or write to; 

BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), 

"HILLSETT", UPPER PADLEY, 

GRIHDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA 



PUT THAT 
MANUAL DOWN 

AND LISTEN! 

Most people find it hard to learn from the 

manuals, but don't realise there's a better 

way. Realtime will teach you all you need to 

know, at a fraction of the price of a training 

course, all on your own computer! 

With instant help via the phone Hotline, 

there's no better way to learn. 

PCW Courses: 

LocoScrlpt 1 & 2 

CP/M Computing 

dBase II, SuperCalc 2 — — * /.^ 

Mini Office Pro £29.95 *vat 

New: The PCW Flying 
Start! Master Locoscript ^^ - ^ ^ — 
and CP/M - only... £49.95 +vat 

Olher courses; We haue a range ol courses for all 
Amstrad computers; IBM/compatible PCs; Olivetti PCS: plus | 
all the popular software including Lotus, SuperCalc, Word 
Perfect, WordStar, Ventura & Pagemaker from £29.95! 




^^£*5W- 



All courses hy return. Prices include PSPI Send cheque to' 
Head-Line Communication Limited, 
PO Box 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8UW 

Ro^tfilerfia nlltc-e 437, WK^idalO Lanu NOJTirJGHfiH 

or phone 0602 603623 w^th Access/ Visa no. 



ffife Hi# HillU in m 111 nummm 

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MODERN LANGUAGE 
LEARNING AIDS OF ALL TIME 

•THE FRENCH MISTRESS 
•THE GERMAN MASTER 
•THE SPANISH TUTOR 
•THE ITALIAN TUTOR 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 

Designed (o saiisty ihe language leaining needs of 

• School childfen slubymg O-level, CSE and GCSE 

• Beginners and nighi class siudenis 

• Business men and women 

• Holidav travellers 

• Foreign students learning English 

Each program includes a comprehensive series ot lessons with 
over 2500 itenw ol vocabulary Additional vocabulary such as 
homework, coursework and revision material can all be very easily 
keyed in. edited and saved on disc or casselte tor future use 

For PCW 8256/851 2 3" Disc E20.39 

For CPC 464, 664. 61 28 «..~... 3" Disc E20.39 

For CPC 464, 664 ,..Twin Cassettes £17.32 

To ordtr plaiss stsls FRENCH. GERMAN. SPANISH or ITALIAN ind 
inclose t chaqua/postal oidei or quota »our ACCESS numboi. ^^^^^^ 

All pricai includa VAT and postage. ^K^^^l 

Plaeia ramamher to tall ui which type o* computar you have, Cd^M 

KOSMOS SOFTWARE LIMITED Ttl; 05255 3942/S406 
FREE POST (No stamp needed) (Talaphona orders walcotna| 
DUNSTABLE, Beds. LU5 6BR am Diii>rsii>ipi<ch«iunitiiiv 

1 Pilflrlms CIPM, Hurllnglon. Oun»lJble LU5 6LX 
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Turn your mouse into a 
digitiser -for just £7.951 



Do you want to trace photographs and sketches into your 
DTP/graphics package? You need Tracey! This precision- 
moulded transparent puck attaches to your PCWs mouse to 
give a quick visual guide of what you are tracing. Fixes to 
either side of the mouse for left or right handed use. 



* Removable when 
not in use 

* Ideal for AMX, 
Kempston and all 
flat-sided mice 

* Only £7.95 
including VAT 
and p&p 



"Brings greater accuracy to the reproduction of graphic 

images on the PCW " - BOOO Plus, Dec '90 

'If the mle that all the simplest ideas are the best is applied, 

then Tracey gets the prize" - Computer Shopper, Jan '91 

Chtque with order. Trade enquiries welcome. 

SideWtse Ltd (Dept 8K58), PO Box 4, 
Totnes, Devon TQ9 7EN 




NEW!!! PCW 102 keyboard 



JTegniche 



I ly I, J \ >,jMajiiai Lj-a^. ns^*- . 




102 keys instead of 85. Separate 
Cursor pad. Function Keys for 
software. Plus many more Ecalurc? 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



S256/S512Nvbn t2.95each 

8256/8512 Carbon £3.95 each 

95l2Nvlon £2,65 each 

9512 Carbon £2.95 each 

Mm Order Qly i pieces 
I Ribbons oiihi 




m 



5.25 Pace cxicmal dhk 

drive. For easy transfer of data 

between PCWs and PC's. 

Complete with all necessary 

cables and software 



ONLY £125.00 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Locoscdpt 2 inc Spell t34.^55 

LocoMail/LocoFile Bundle E43.95 

LocoScriptZ £26,95 

LocoMail £26.95 

LocoFile £29.95 

Contriver Mouse + Interface ..£39.95 

Mini Office Professional £24.95 

Touch 'n' Go Typing T\iior £19.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £65.95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £49.95 

Sage Popular Pavroll £42.95 

Supcrcalc 2 Spreadsheet £39.95 

Amsirad R232 Imeri'ace £49,95 



All Prices INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE (U.K only) 

Please make all cheques payable to: PRM COMMUNICATIONS 
17 Staple Tye, Harlow, Essex CM18 7LX ^^ 
Credit Card Hotline Number: (0279) 422846 TST 






THE CLIP ART COLLECTION FOR USERS OF 

STOP PRESS and MICRO DESIGN 2 
OVER 3500 PIECES OF SUPERB CLIP-ART 

• We are currently worliing on further libraries* 

SELECT FROM OUR CLIP-ART CATALOGUE - BOOK ONE 

ANY THREE LIBRARIES OF YOUR CHOICE FOR 
ONLY £8.00 

* A minimum of 168 pieces of CliB-AtI * 

ANY SIX LIBRARIES OF YOUR CHOICE FOR ONLY 
£15.00 

* A minimum of 336 pieces of Clip-Art * 

ANY NINE UBRARIES OF YOUR CHOICE FOR 
ONLY £21.00 

* A minimum ol 504 pieces ot Clip-Art * 

ADDITIONAL SETS OF THREE LIBRARIES ONLY 
£5.00 PER SET 

* A minimum of 168 pieces ol Clip-Art ♦ 

GRAPHICS GALORE CATALOGUES - BOOK ONE 
ONLY £4.00 

• Over ?0c3ge&' [:ranirnedvfllhrro(ei3iflr>2?50rMecflsolCI«>AiT* 

BOOK TWO - ANOTHER 20 PAGES WITH OVER 900 
MAINLY LARGER PIECES OF CLIP-ART - ONLY £4.00 

We are now worhinE w more suDEib pieces ot CliD-Art tor BddIi Ttiree 

UK PRICES QUOTED - FOR EUROPE ADD £1.50 - 
REST OF WORLD ADD £2.50 

Payment should accompany your orde' 

DLBiMliK iYil 

51 Cotnet Road. Hatdeld, 

Hertfordshire, ALIO OSY. 

Credit Card Orders and Inlormation - 

Telephone (0707) 271529 

0800-1000 and I90O-22O0 Salurdays - 1500-2300 

fAnswerphone oulBide ttiese hours) 






It MM world's fint portoUe desktop printer 



IrtroducJng the Canon BJ-lOe, ar 
entirely new concept in compact 
printers. Ifs not merely a desktop. It's 
not just a laptop. It's actually botti, with 
a combination ot benefits 
never seen before In a 
single machine. 

As you see it on the 
left, it's probably the 




gives you the rich, black, continuous 

tones of Near-Laser Quality. 

How is al! this possible? Tti rough 

another startling breakthrough in 
bubble jet technology, 
Canon has combined print 
head and ink supply m 
one tiny, replaceable cart- 



reptmeablf in iecinds 



Aa 



Bubble lel DotmstriA 



Hfot-Laii-f Qualify 



world's finest and most versatile lap- 
top. Not much larger than a s^eet of 
A4, it will fit your briefcase with room 
to spare. And even with ootional re- 
chargeable battery pack, it weighs only 
4.6lbs (rather less than the average 
ffellow Pages), 

But there's more. Simply clip on the 
optional automatic sheet feeder, and 
the BJ-lOe becomes one of the world's 
smallest desktops. Ifs 
also virtually silent by 
comparison with any dot 
matnii printer, yet its 
360dpi bubble jet output 



ridge. It also makes the 
BJ-lOe as good as maintenance-free 
and economical in use. 

What can you print? Clear, crisp 
text in a variety of styles and sizes, 
together with high -definition, sophisti- 
cated graphics. 

Compatibility? The Canon BJ-lOe 
emulates the IBM Proprinter X24er so 
it runs with all IBM PCs and com 
patibles, and most major application 
software. 

And price? An amazing £345.001 
nPR including print cartridge and 
mains adaptor! Which makes the 
BJ-lOe by far the highest quality 



printer at anything like the price. 

See for yourself. To see the BJ-lOe 
in action, pop into your nearest leading 




Tlif QJ'lOe ts a iirrsaltle deiktop priiiirr, milti ellp-on outwnatic vhert Irrder 

retail outlet: for a brochure, write to 
Chuan Khoo at the address below. 

Canon d i-iOo 

BUBBLE JET PflinTER vV I^^O 



Id Chuan KHljd, T?lI and Ddid Produtls, Cdncjn jUK} 
1.ld. Canon Hau^e, Uanar F{Dad,VWdllingt{in. Surrey 
SH60flJ Tsl OSI 77a 3173, fai 0816696?60, 

I wDutd Ilk? 1Q knoM riKire about me BJ lOe 
campacl bubble \el prmlir 

Pledge send me a bwc^ii't- 

Name 



Addles^ 



_ Pc«[[33de - 



Telephone fix 

I JVM NOV02 



t-JHU und P'oppiriffi uf niMeirilirvientT}aol Inif EuHaial Butlneu Michliei Cor|fDritlon, TPilHuiciilloncffdKinDtlnGliidB V<T Output deil|ivta by SsIwmd PublLitilni CaipHTJillDii, 



Beginners* Guide 



Playing for Time 

What is the point in using a couple of hundred pounds worth of 
computer in order just to enjoy yourself with games software? Surely 
the question answers itself Tim Smith finds out 



Relaxing is something of wliith 
many of us say "1 never gel lime 
for ihai, I'm too busy", Bui 
that's really not true. 

You can use your PCW to help you 
relax - mid you cun actually have some 
control over what you are doing. Much 
of the games software available lor ihe 
machine involves you in ihe aciiun. 

After all. why is ti just work which 
brings oui ihe hidden skills and calenis in 
you? 'Play' is an equally imponam pan 
of life. Different skills can come from 
this. We all accept Ihis fact. 

Bill compuier games and PCW users 
have never really seen eye to eye. Why 
should this be? 

One argumeni is thai you bought 
your machine as a tool for doing a job. It 
is a word processor, or spread.shecf. or 
desktop publisher - il is not a 
playground, and frankly after a few 
hours ai ihe keyboard, ihe hisi thing you 
want to do is to spend a few more in 
fantasy. A valid argument to be sure. But 



aren't you missing out on a few benefiis 
fnsm your invesimeni here? Whai are the 
oiher aliemaiives? The lelevision? The 
TV does not involve you. When was the 
last time you gathered a few people 
around ihe TV and said: "If we send 
Inspector Morse over to I h at pub he 
might find a clue"? 

Never, With your PCW and games 
like The Pawn (an adventure game 
classic siill available second hand) or 
Scapeghost. you are ihe hero; you make 
the decisions. Okay, so TV is le,ss 
involving than your PCW. But you like 
to gather a few friends around and play 
cards. But why did you play that last 
hand of poker, or Bridge, or pontoon so 
badly? Could you have done ii better? 
Why not use your PCW to pmeiite? The 
same applies to chess - a gaine at which 
ihc PCW excels. 

Finally, you have probably heard 
thai Ihe PCW ■'„ is not really very good 
at games actually". Rubbish, It might not 
be as good as some of ihe super fast 



machines on the market - but these do 
nol come with their own monitors or 
primers. For die machine it is. die PCW 
is perfectly adequale for a few hours of 
fun. Games like Batman and Head Over 
Heels prove this. They are both 
extensive in area, and in addition, quite 
superbly programmed. 

Frankly, a few of the myths of 
computer games to be exploded. 
A good computer game, like a good 
book, can be picked up and put down 
when you want. Unlike a book, more 
than one person can be involved. Unlike 
board games, you have a powerful 
processor creating characters to play 
with. Unlike the lelevision. you are in 
control, Don'i waste Ihe opportunity to 
get more from your machine jusi because 
of hearsay. 

This month's Beginners' Guide looks 
at ihree of the games available for the 
PCW, Each of the games is slightly 
differeni in genre- check our summaries 
for others available in that group. 



When you read about computer games, a great 
many stock phrases crop up. These are not just 
for ten year old whizz-kids who are addicted to 
games playing. Why shouldn't you know them 
too? Well now you can with the definitive 8D(X) 
Plus Guide to computer game terminology, 

SHOOT-'EM-UP 

The classic form of computer game. It started 
with Space Invaders bach in the early 1980s. The 
game caused a sensation when it hit tiiis country. 
In fact Space Invaders Is a "vertical shoot- 'em-up', 
as opposed to a 'horizontal' version such as 
Defender. All this means is that with the farmer, 
play occurs up and down the screen, white the 
latter occurs from left to right (and sometimes 
right to left). The aim is simple. Shoot everything 
In sight from your space ship/submarine/ 
aircraft, and clock up a high score. A positive 
angle to this type of computer play is that it 
improves hand to eye co-ordination. 

Also in this class come Beat-'em-ups.and 
Chop-'em-ups |such as Kung Fu and Karate). 
These deal with human characters rather than 
flying saucers. 

ADVENTURE/HOLE PLAY/INTERACTIVE 

Remember when you read that novel or watched 
that film, and you wanted to be George Smiley, or 
John Wayne? Well, adventure of role playing 
games offer you the chance to be the main 
character in a story which could feature 



JARGON BUSTER 

hundreds of other bit-part players. You get to 
talk, walk, even order about the other folk - of 
course some times you have to hit or be hit, but 
then it's only a game, 

Lancelot is an excellent example of this 
genre, as are Knight Ore, The Hitchhiker's Guide 
to the Galaxy, and Jinxter, These games involve 
far more brain power than Shoot-*em-ups, You 
have to play the part of the hero (or in the case 
of Ingrid's Back, the heroine!, solve logic 
problems, make friends, fight enemies and 
generally achieve a goal. These goals can be 
escape |The Leather Goddesses of Phobos). 
mystery solving (Hitchhiker. Jlnxter|. exploration 
(MythI, or generally having a good time (Leisure 
Suit Larry). Whatever it is. it means that you have 
to communicate your needs to the computer by 
typing in sentences. These range from simple 
-GO WESr to more complex "GO WEST. PICK UP 
THE CHALICE. ASK THE OLD WOMAN FOR THE 
TIME, HIT GROBBLEGOOK, RUN AWAY" 
depending on the quality of Uie game's 'parser', A 
parser Is the element of the game with translates 
youi human words into computer language. If you 
enjoy solving problems, acting, or reading 
detective novels, then this type of game offers a 
great deal of pleasure. 

SIMULATIONS 

This area of computer games has caused as 
much debate as the so-called addictive value of 
beat-'em-ups. Why? Because many people cannot 



work out why you should want to simulate playing 
chess or football, to take two examples, when you 
could probably do it for real, and without buying 
a computer in the first place. The simple answer 
to this is, have you ever tried to play chess or 
football on your own? Playing Bridge or 
Backgammon as a single game is no tun. 
Computers offer the chance to brush up your 
skills In your own lime. In the case of Chess and 
Bridge this means learning new openings (soma 
computer games store thousands of chess 
openings], or learn new gambits. In the case of 
the field sports (World of Soccer Is a football 
simulator worth looking out for) many people are 
not in a position to play football. They may tove 
the game but be Injured or not quite skilled 
enough to be invited to play in a team ' but that 
doesn't mean that they shouldn't enjoy it! A good 
simulation will help you with the real thing. 

These are by no means all of the types of game 
available on computer. But they are the three 
main types from which all others take their roots. 
One constant factor runs through them all 
however: you are in control. You can stop and 
start when you want, you can save your position 
In a game and come bach to It when you need to. 
In the case of simulations, you can go back over 
where you went wrong in order to discover how to 
strengthen your weaknesses. With adventure 
games, you can lose yourself for a few hours - 
get away from the big problems and relax. 
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COLOSSUS BRIDGE 4.0 

E17.99 • CDS SoHware • 0302 321134 
• All PCWs 

Colossus Bridee is a software package whicti has 
much to offer to those who know their bids from 
their loesses, and to those who wouldn't know 3 
penalty double if it reared up and bit them In the 
thigh. This type of game Is really where the PCW 
comes into its own. 

Not only can you brush up on your skills, you 
can also learn a great deal about the game from 
the accompanying manual and free 125 page 
book 'Begin Bridge' by GCH Fox. 

Colossus Bridge allows your PCW to 
generate random hands, hands with specific 
point scores or hands which distribute point 
through the rubber. 

You can save games for later analysis. You 
can even watch the PCW play itself, in order to 
pick up same useful tips. For the beginner to 
Bridge there is the priceless facility to take back 
plays In order to do it right the second time... or 



third or fourth - Bridge Is more complicated Uian 
It might first appear. 

You are not left alone with machine and book 
either. There is help at hand from an on-screen 
menu of instructiDns. 

For the more experienced hand (pun 
intended). Colossus offers more than average 
competition. So you could get a few useful hours 
of practice in before that Wednesday Bridge 
night. The competition which the PCW puts up 
against lone players might not be as good as 
Omar Sharif but it will take your skill to an 
acceptable limit in order to beat it consistency. 

Other recommended titles in this game 
genre are: 

BRIDGE PLAYER GALACTICA 

£29.95 CP Software |0993) 823463 

COLOSSUS CHESS 

£17.99 CDS Software {0302) 321134 

CYRUS II CHESS 

£15.95 Amsoft (0279) 454555 
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Use Colossus Bridge to brush up your 
skills for the real Ihingl 

CLASSIC GAMES 

£19.95 CP Software |0993) 823463 (a 

compilation of Bridge, Chess, Backgammon, and 

Draughts) 

COLOSSUS BRIDGE 

PLAY LEVEL 4/5 

RANGE OF FEATURES 4/S 

CHALLEfJGE 4/5 

DOCUMENTATION 4/5 
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THE COMPLETE HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

CI 9.95 • CDS • 0302 321 1 34 

Gather some friends around. Here Is your chance 
to have Backgammon, dominoes, wordsearch 
puzzles, poker, high-low, pontoon and even darts 
In one small package. And you'll never have to 
lose any of the bits and pieces again. 

Yes we did say darts, This is one of the 
strangest things ever seen on the screen of the 
PCW. A cursor wobbles around the screen, half 
controlled by you with the cursor keys until you 
hit the space bar in order to fire the arrow. Fairly 
weird at first, but it does wonders for your 
co-ordination. 

The backgammon is fairly weak but could be 
a good start for someone who has never played 
the game before. 

The dominoes section is marvellous. For 
some reason you really will want to beat the PCW 
Into submission in this ancient pub game. 
Variations on the straightforward game are 



LANCELOT 

£19.95 • Mandarin/Database Software 
• 0625 859 444 • ALL PCWs 

When this game first game out a few years ago, 
the software house (and you thought they just 
made Fun School 3 and Mini Office!) offered a 
£5,000 chalice as a prize in a nationwide 
competition - and that was when £5.000 was 
worth something. The game sold. The prize was 
won. Happily though. Lancelot is still an excellent 
game with or without that incentive. 

Basically is is split into three parts all which 
centre around an Arthurian world in which you 
play the golden knight, best friend of Arthur - and 
of course Guinevere. In order to play, you simply 
type orders in to the computer such as "GO 
EAST. TAKE THE SWORD", Your character is then 
sent off. in the computer world, to do just this, 

Lancelot has a very pleasant twist though. 
Unlike many other computer games in which 
points are awarded for bashing things, people or 
creatures, or you receive prizes just for finding 



Included, The 'video card arcade' section is 
gloriously over-named. In reality to get to play 
the games listed above against the computer 
without ever having to lose real money. Brush up 
your skills here before even thinking about 
playing the real thing. 

The word search section is great fun. One 
good tip here is that you can cheat the timer and 
give yourself time to Hiink by simply pressing the 
[PTR] key. Various subjects and levels of 
difficulty are included in the package. Ideal for 
those people who love puzzling away - It'll also 
keep the kids quiet tor hours, especially if you 
tell them about the cheat! 

Graphically, the Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre makes great use of the 
PCWs screen, whether it's the white and black 
screen of the 9512 or the green and black of the 
8000 series. The word search screen alorie Is 
superbly done. 

Other recommended tiUeG in this game 
genre are: 
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An adventure game on the PCW involves 
the player in strategic dilemmas 

things or escaping. You score points In Lancelot 
by showing valourous, or chivalrous action and 
attitude. This presents a series of moral 
dilemmas, and ethical problems. Do you kill or 
show mercy? Do you defend or leave? 

The graphics which accompany the game 
are also of a high quality. They do not move, but 
hang atmospherically on the screen in order to 
give you some feel (or the beautifully created 
world in which you play. 



CLASSIC GAMES £19.95 CP Software (0993) 
823463 {a compilation of Bridge, Chess, 
Backgammon, and Draughts) 



COMPLETE HOME ENTERTAINMENT CEIiTRE 

EASE OF USE 5/5 

LASTING INTEREST 4/5 

FEATURES 5/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 




Bring the game ol darts to your PCW with 
CDS's innovative package 



I 
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If you want to get into this area of adventure, role 
of interactive computer gaming, you really could 
do worse than have a go at Lancelot. 

Other recommended titles in this game 
genre are: 

GNOME RANGER 

£14.95 Level 9 (0344) 487597 

SCAPEGHOST 

£19.95 Level 9 {0344) 487597 

AVON 

£14.95 Topologika (0733) 244662 

GUILD OF THIEVES (Secondhand only) 

THE PAWN (Secondhand only) 

TIME AND MAGIK 

£14.95 Mandarin (0625) 859444 



LANCELOT 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 

INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 

LASTING INTEREST 4/5 
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Find that missing file, or calculate the cost of running a car. 
Martin Le Poidevin shows you how, with this month's Listings! 



VOYAGER.BAS by D.Gregg 



Pardon? 

This program will 
work with documents 
produced on any 
word processor, 
including LocoScripi. 
Many programs add 
extra data before, 
after and during text; 
this wiil appear as 
noascnsv in the text 
window. There is 
nothing tu worry 
about in this, nor in 
the Tact that some of 
the fife names will 
have been sitghliy 
changed. This is 
simply CP/M's way 
of doing its 
housekeeping. 



Uoyager Dne 



We've all done ii at some time or other. 
'Lo.sing' fl file is one of the banes of ihe 
word processing life. It is Ihe computing 
equivalent of the longhand author 
"forgelling which notebook chapter 3 is 
in'. If anything, it is more frustrating 
beciiu.se there is no way of flicking 
through a pile of discs short of opening 
each and every file. 

However, thanks to David Gregg's 
VOYAGER.BAS program, there is now 
another way of linding that file. All you 
have lo do is run this program, and it will 
search through all the files on (if you 
wishi all your drives, looking for a 
match to a word of phrase which you 
have chosen, and which you know will 
be in that missing file. 

There are several refinements, as 
well, which David has listed in the 
documentation which accompanied the 
program. Many thanks to him for ihal. 

When the program is loaded, .saved, 
and run. you will be pre.sented with a 
prompt: 'Inslnictions please - '. This is 
(he only lime that you will have to talk to 



SriueCs) are AH Userts) 9/2/10 
Dt searching extensions ,EHS,BAS 

ast connand uas - (MIT .EHS.BfIS 

Instructions please - find looking foruard vers nuch 

fl:HfifiI!Nea.LEI(E) 

AiflOOMg .lEKE) 

fl:PIG ,LEI(2) 

AiUHATSUF ,DOC<E) 

fl:CAFU ,LET(£) 

ft:PLflV ,LEI(a) 

fl:INTEfl ,C0M(2) 

AiUIO ,LEI(2) 
A;0 COMEDO, C0M(3> 

fl:L?iNGllE ,D(K(10) 

fl;PLAVft .LEI(ie) 

V.UYM .LEICei 

1:HHA SUF .DOCtl) 

1:»HA SUF ,[>OC(E) 

liROOMa ,LEI<10) 



leu searching H:RD0H2 ,LET(10> 
LOOKING raRUDRD UERV MUCH 



Voyager In acllon. From a disc full of files, Itie 
search Is narrowed down to just 1 6 or so 



the computer, and there are then four 
commands which can be issued by you at 
this point. 

Drive is the lirsi of these, and ii 
allows you to specify which drives hold 
the discs you want searched. If you 
know, for instance, that the file you arc 
after is on Ihe disc in drive A;, the 
command you wan! is drive a. If you 
only have aii a and an m drive, but want 
to search them both, the command is 
drive am. Incidentally, if you do only 
have two drives, it is woilh changing the 
ABM in line 50 lo AM, .so that the 
program will automatically search only 
those two drives. 

After each command, press 
IRETURN], and the screen wiil be 
redrawn, Ihe information updated, and 
the last command displayed. 

User will further narrow the search. 
This allows you lo choose which groups 
you warn searched on each disc. For 
instance, if you always keep your letters 
in group 2 of your LocoScripi discs, and 
are looking for a letter, ihe user 2/9 is 
the command you want. There are 16 
groups (0- 1 5 inclusive) on each disc: 
LocoScripi uses a.. 15 as the Limbo area 
of the main groups. A word of warning 
here, loo; because of the way ihal the 
program parses the input, it may well 
search groups 0.1 and 10 if told lo 
search group 10. 

Omit allows you to specify Ihe 
lilciypes you do not want searched. So if 
you don't want to spend time looking 
through CP/IW command files. BASIC 
files, sy.siem files and .DOC files, tell the 
computer omil .doc.com, has .ems. 

The last command you issue will be 
find, followed by the text that you want 
the computer to look for. This text can be 
up to 90 characters long, and there is no 
need lo worry about case lie capital 
lettersl, as ihe computer will equate 
upper and lower case text. 

When you have issued Ihal 
command (before you do so, make sure 



the discs are in the requisite drives), the 
computer will begin the search. As it 
goes through each bit of text you will see 
it flash through a window in the bottom 
left-hand comer of the screen; above this 
will be the name of the file being read, 
with its drive and user group. 

On finding a match with the largci 
phrase, it will beep in ihe iradilional 
manner, and Ihe current file will be 
added lo a list which is maintained on 
screen; the program dien continues 
seiuching the nexl file. 

Having fini.shed a sweep, the 
computer will wait for a keypress. 
Receiving this, it will return lo the 
opening screen. If you want to .search 
further you will have to reissue the find 
command: lo end. simply hit return. 

It's the custom 

Two olher "customisal ions' are available 
within the program; one will print the lisl 
of files containing die targei phrase to the 
printer (you must make sure that the 
primer is always supplied with paper), 
die olher will pause Ihe program after 
each 'find' and awail instructions 
before going on. 

Both are easy to implement - in fact 
tlicy are already present (and almost 
correct) in the listing, hidden behind 
REM commands. To implement the first, 
remove ihe REIW from Ihe middle of line 
6S0; for the second, remove the REM 
from the start of line 690. 

Use the EDIT command if 
necessary, and don't forgel to save them 
to disc if you want the changes lo 
become standard. To disable ihe 
funcfions, simply reinsert the REMs. 

If at any point during the running of 
Ihe program you want lo stop it. ihe key 
10 press is [STOP], 

If you now warn to continue, type 
CONTIRETURN] before any odier 
keypress: if you do warn to finish, type 
OPTION FILES "A":OPTION FILES 
"0"rCLOSE[RF.TURN]. 



10 REM voyager vl . 1 
20 OK ERROR GOTO 710 

30 clB$=CHR$(27)+CHR$(69)+CHR$(27)+CHR${72) 

40 omit$=".COM.EMS.BAS" 

50 drive$="ABM" 

60 user$="0/l/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/ll/12/13/14/15' 
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09BA 
09C9 

OEFD 
0BB2 
07eE 
OECB 
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70 commands = "None given" 

80 DBF FNioc$(x%,y%,t$)=CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(32+y%)+CHR${32+x%)+t$ 

90 a%=0:lc$="" 



0BD2 
1613 
03B3 



The first section ol the program sets the usual search path - ail drives, all user groups, and omitting three lifetypes 



User (s) ";user$ 
';omit$ 
' ; commands 



100 REM program core 

110 PRINT cls$ 

120 PRINT"Voyager One"; PRINT 

130 PRINT"Drive(s) are ";drive$;" 

140 PRINT"Not searching extensions 

150 PRINT:PRINT"Last command was - 

160 PRINT 

170 LINE INPUT"Instructions please - ", commands 

180 command $=UPPER$ (commandS) 

190 IF commandS="" THEN PRINTiEND 

200 IF INSTR(command$, "DRIVE ") THEN drive5=RIGHT$ (command$, 

(LEN(commandS) -6) ) 



210 IF INSTR( commands, "USER ") 

(LEN<coinmandS)-5) ) 

220 IF INSTR( commands, "OMIT ") 

(commands. (LENC commands ) -5) ) 

230 IF INSTR( commands, "FIND ") 

{LEN( commands) -5) ) :s%=LEN(Bearch$) :GOSUB 250 

240 GOTO 100 



THEN UBer$=RIGHTS (commands, 

THEN omit$=RIGHTS 

THEN searchS=RIGHTS (commands, 



Line 200 begins to examine your input: if the program finds one of the commands in the input, it chops 
up the rest of the information into a form it can use 



250 REM find routines 

260 REM Access drives in order 

270 IF INSTR(drive$,"A") THEN OPTION PILES "a" :d$="A: " :GOSUB 320 

280 IF INSTR(drive$,"B") THEN OPTION FILES "b" :d$="B: " :GOSUB 320 

290 IF INSTR(driveS,"M") THEN OPTION FILES "m" :d$="M: " :GOSUB 320 

300 OPTION FILES "a":OPTION FILES "0":PRINT FNlocS (0, 30, CHR$ (7 ) + 

"Task completed! Press a key to continue - ");:INPUT "",aS 

310 RETURN 

320 REM Access user areas in order 

330 FOR u5&=0 TO 15 

340 u$=RIGHT$(STR$(u%) , (LEN(STRS (u%) )-l) ) 

350 IF INSTR(user$,u$) THEN OPTION FILES STR$ {u%) :GOSUB 360 

360 NEXT u% 

37 RETURN 



And this is where the information is used to select which drive and groups are to be searched 



0A08 
0696 

0FD6 
1951 
1756 
17B7 
0475 
18AE 
0DE3 
0F80 

237F 

237B 

2356 

2E53 
04AA 



0B72 
OFCa 
1BD5 
1BG9 

1CA7 

389B 
0500 
IIDF 
0755 
QBE 6 
1D15 
04A1 
0512 



380 REM Access files in current area in order 

390 fs&=l 

400 WHILE FIND$("*.*",f%)<>"" 

410 fileS=FIND$("*.*",f%) 

420 IF INSTR(omit$,RIGHT$(file$,4) ) THEN GOTO 430 ELSE GOSUB 46 

430 f%=f3&+l 

440 WBND 

450 RETURN 



It you are sure that you know part of the name of the file you are looking for, you can alter lines 400 
and 410 to include these part names, using ?, CP/M's wildcard 



460 REM Open and take input from current file 

470 OPEN "R", l,file$:PRINT FNlocS (0, 27, "Now searching 

480 trip%=0:bufferS=SPACE$(s5s) 

490 GET 1 

500 WHILE NOT EOF(l) AND trip%=0 



'+dS+fileS+"("+uS+")") 



179F 
0269 
097F 
08D9 
01E96 
02DD 
03FB 
050E 



1784 
IDDO 
0E90 
03D1 
OEEF 



The whole secret of the program is the use of JETSAM file handling ' line 470 'opens' the current tile, and the data can then be extracted 
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510 FOR c%=l TO 128 

520 c$=UPPER$(INPUT${l,in 

530 IF ASC{c$)<32 OR ASC(cS)>127 THEN c$=CHRS(32) 

540 IF c$=lc$ AND c$=CHR$(32) THEN GOTO 560 

550 IF trip%=0 THEN GOSDB 620 

560 lc$=c$ 

570 NEXT c^ 

580 GET 1 

590 WEND 

600 CLOSE 1 

610 RETURN 

620 REM Search latest text string 

630 buffer$=RIGHT$ (buffers, (s%-l) )+c$ 

640 PRINT FNloc$(0,29,buffer$) 

650 IF INSTR(buffer$,search$) THEN GOSUB 670;trip%=l 

660 RETURN 

670 REM report successes 

680 a%=a?&+l: PRINT FNloc$ (0, 9+aS&,CHR$ (7 ) +(a$+f 116$+" 

("+u$+")") :REM Iprint d$+f ile$+" <"+u$+") " 

690 REM PRINT FNloc$ ( 0, 28 , "Text found! Continue [Y/N]? ");: INPUT"", a$ : IF 

UPPERS {a$)<>"Y" THEN GOTO 720 ELSE PRINT FNlocS ( 0, 28, SPACES (30) ) 

7 00 RETURN 

710 REM error trapping 

720 PRINT :PRINT"Error no. ";ERR;" on Line No. ";ERL 

730 CLOSE:OPTION FILES "a":OPTION FILES "0":END 



0772 

091F 
11A5 
1248 
0D37 
02E5 
0484 
03DO 
040C 
044C 
0506 
1295 
0ED3 
ODE 6 
1867 
0515 
0E02 

21B9 

3P80 
0505 
0CA4 
1928 
1914 



Beginners! 

Never Iried l>ping 
in n listing berure? 
Pul ulf by tumplex- 
tooklng code and 
suspect sjntav? 
Well push all i.f 
ynur cjualm.s aside, 
because this month, 
jou are eoing to 
(live it a go. The 
listing on the right 
is the llrsi in our 
special section fiir 
beginners tu 
BASIC. Follow il lo 
the letter and you'll 
end up learning 
how to carry out yet 
another u<ierul task 
on yuur PCW. So, 
dun'l just sit there - 
start typing! We 
guarantee that 
you'll enjoy 
yourself! 



STARTERS' ORDERS - PETROL.BAS 



Srarreis' Orders is for ihosc who have 
never typed in a listing before. The 
programs in this section are short, simple 
;in(i very useful. 

The lirsi uf these, PETROL.BAS. 
sen! in by Mr D Hawkins, calculates the 
amount of petrol thai your car is u.sing. 
and at what cost - important information 
for anyone who owns a car. 

The hrst thing to do is to check back 
lo last month's "How to type in a Listing' 
bos. Follow the instructions about 
lo;tiiing up BASIC, then type in the 
program. Don't forgel to nmil the 
numbers on the right hand side, but do 
put everything else in accurately. 

When you have done thai, save the 
program (by typing save "petrol. has"! 
and RUN it. If you've never typed a 
listing before, you will be amazed! 

So how does il all work? Well, it is 
very sijnple. After all. any schoolehild 
could work out the sum.s involved. It's 
just thai the computer can do it quicker. 



and present ihc iinswers more neatly. 
There are three basic processes involved; 
gelling ihe required inlormalion, doing 
calculations on it, and then displaying it. 

The first of these is done iiithe lines 
which include the command "INPUT". 
Seeing that. Ihe computer prints the texl 
(the 'question') after it. and waits for 
something to be typed in at the keyboard. 
Whatever ibis may be, it attaches a label 
to it. The label is the letter or letters after 
the comma on that line. 

Now you can tell the compuler lo 
deal with these inputs by referring to 
their labels. For instance, line 50 asks for 
an INPUT, which ii labels 'L' (Mr 
Hawkins has chosen L lo remind us, not 
the computer, of 'Litres'): line 60 divides 
thai L by 4,546, and calls ihe result "g' 
(for Gallons): line 120 lakes f lyour 
Finishing mileage) and subtracts s (your 
Starling mileage) lo gel the Total 
mileage (called lot). 
And so on with the other calculations 
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The Inlonnatlon that your new program will give you - the ultimate In user-frlendlltiess 



by D Hawkins 

(notice that the compuler uses the 
symbol '*' for 'multiply'). 

The final part of the process is 
printing to screen. The command for this 
is quite simply 'PRINT': if you want text 
PRINTed it must be enclosed in 
speechmarks, if you just warn to PRINT 
a number (referred lo by its label! the 
speechmarks are omitted. 

For instance, line 1 20, once il has 
calculated lot'. PRINTs it out. after 
"TOTAL MILES RUN,.,", You can also 
PRINT the result of a calculation, as in 
line 80, where pr*4,546 is PRINTed 
directly to screen. 

PRINT on ils own, by the way. just 
PRINTs a blank line - il is used lo make 
Ihe screen look neat. 

All the rest of the program is 
designed 10 m;tke things look good. The 
command TAB prints a number of 
spaces (the number in the brackets) 
before printing the main leM of ihe line; 
STRINGS prims a series |ihe lirsl 
number in Ihe brackets) of special 
characters (defined by the second 
number) - in this case forming ihe 
double lines across ihe screen; and line 
iOis an often used series of 'characters' 
which clears the screen. 

The last two lines are perhaps the 
most complej; in the whole listing- what 
they are doing is wailing for and 
analysing a keypress, then aciing on it. 

By far the best way of learning how 
BASIC works, though, is not by reading 
about it; instead, sit down wiih the 
program, watch il in aciion. and then 
discover how whal you see relates lo the 
code. You'll be hooked in no time. 
Happy investigating! 
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10 cls$=CHR$<27)+"E"+CHR$(27)+"H":PRINT c1b$ 

20 PRINT TAB(30)"PROGRAM FOR AVAERAGE MILES PER GALLON" 

30 PRINT TAB(29)STRING$(38,138) 

40 PRINT TAB(31)"PresB [ENTER] after each input..." 

50 PRINT: PRINT: INPUT "Enter no. of litres used...> ",L 

60 g=l/4.546 

70 PRINT:INPUT "Price per litre (pence).... > ",pr 

80 PRINT:PRINT "Price per gallon (pence)... > ";pr*4.546 

90 PRINTiINPUT "Enter starting mileage > ",s 

100 PRINT:INPXJT "Enter finishing mileage > ",f 

110 PRINT STRING$(90, 138) 



lODB 
1D45 
ODDS 
lAFE 
IDIO 
0385 
1853 
1AF2 
1976 
1934 
0B19 



This command appears several times in the program. Here it is printing 30 lots of chr$(13B) ■ the double lines across the screen. 



120 tot=f-s:PRINT:PRINT TAB<30) "TOTAL MILES RUN > ";tot 2092 

130 PRINTiPRINT TAB(30) "FUEL USED. ... (galls) > ";g 191C 

140 mg=tOt/g:PRINT:PRINT TAB(30) "YOUR AVERAGE M.P.G > ";mg 1F9D 

150 mL=tOt/L:PRINT:PRINT TAB(30) "YOUR AVERAGE MILES PER LITRE. > ";mL 24Ea 

160 cost=pr*L/tot:PRINT:PRINT TAB(30) "COST PER MILE (PENCE) > ";cost 255A 

170 PRINT:PRINT STRINGS (90, 138) 0F98 

180 PRINT;PRINT "Do you wish to run the program again ?...y/n " 1FB4 

190 K$=INKEY$:IF UPPERS (K$) ="" THEN 190 OPPB 

200 IF UPPERS (K$)="Y" THEN GOTO 10 ELSE END 13A4 



The last two lines wait for a keypress. It that keypress is a "y" (which it converts, if necessary, to upper case) th. 

program goes back lo line 10, if it is not, it ENDs 



I 



CHECK3.BAS by Adrian Wilkins and Peter Crane 

Rnally Ihis month we reproduce ihe 
CHECK3 listing. This is Ihe program 
thai produces all the numbers down the 



lighi hand side of the listings that appear 
on ihese pages, and helps you to check 
(as Ihe name would suggest)(hai you've 
reproduced the listing accurately. 



To use it. you will have to save your 
progratns in ASCII format (do this by 
adding .a to the cud of the filename 
when you save it. giving the formula: 
SAVE '■progname.end".a. Now run 
CHECK3.BAS, and give the name of the 
ASCII file as the program name. Invent 



your own name for the Tile to write to. 
If you have got your confidence up by 
typing in the PETROL.BAS listing, you 
could boost it even further by adding 
CHECK.BAS to yout repenoire. You 
could even check PETROL.BAS with it - 
just lo make sure! 




10 INPUT "Program name ",prog$ 

20 IF INSTR(prog$,".") = THEN prog$=prog$+" .bas" 

30 IF FINDS (prog$)=""THEN PRINT "Program not found" : PRINT: GOTO 10 

40 OPEN "I",l,prog$ 

50 INPUT "name of file to write to";prog2$ 

60 INPUT "Send to printer Y/N";ask$ 

70 IF UPPERS(aBk$)="Y" THEN prt%=l 

80 IF progS ="" THEN END 

90 OPEN "0",2,prog2S 

100 WHILE NOT EOF(l) 

110 LINE INPUT #l,zS 

120 y$=UPPERS(zS) 

130 check%=0 : j%=0 

140 FOR i% = 1 TO LEN(y$) 

150 y%=ASC(MID$(y$,i%,l)) : IF y%=32 GOTO 200 

160 IF y% <> &HFC GOTO 180 

170 PRINT "Save it in b**** ASCII!" : END 

180 j% = j5s + 1 

190 check% = check% + (y%-32) • (j% MOD 7 +1) 

200 NEXT 

210 PRINT #2,z$;TAB(65) ;HEX$(check%,4) 

220 PRINT z$;TAB(65);HEXS(check%,4) 

230 IF prt96=l THEN LPRINT z$;TAB( 65) ;HEX$ (check%, 4) 

240 WEND 

250 CLOSE l!CLOSE 2: PRINT "done" 

260 END 



0F21 

21FD 
07BO 
16A3 
11 A3 
0F96 
OAOD 
0817 
0928 
08A7 
05F8 
06BA 
09BB 
1068 
0Ae6 
IIDC 
02FE 
0EO8 
0414 
OEAA 
0F33 
1795 
03F7 
1041 
036F 
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July 91 65 



COMPUTER 




SUPPLIES 
0273 423523 



WHITE LABEL MINI PACKS 



I .ill rbriHher ■^i/t^ uviiiEjhL' 





DISKETTES 

STORAGE 

BOXES 



Mini DiskeKe Box 

Storage for up lo 
30 " 3" diskelles/ 
50" 31ft" 
DADFSOL £S.9S 
Diskelle Bok: 
Sloragi; fut up lo 
7n«5V'"disk«lles 
DADF70L £5.95 



PCW9512PRINTWHEELS 



APWtxn 



APMNaz 



APWW 



APWDIM 



APwgos 



APWMS 



Apwnn 



APWgn 



APwns 



Courier 10 



Prestige Pica 10 



RoclalD 



Orator 10 



Lener Golhii: 



Prestige Elile 13 



Script 12 



MlnlGolhlclB 



ThBSis PS 



aso 



S.50 



E.50 



G.50 



S.U 



6i0 



1.50 



B.SB 



%m 



3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANING KITS 



LOWER 
PRICE 
ON 3" 



t. 




CClOOCIearhead.l" 
Cleaning Kit £2.50 
Com am (nation of the 
read/write head of a 
floppy disk drive can 
cause your coinpuler 
to malfunction, 
misread or misplace 
data. Regular use of 
Disk Drive Head 
Cleaning produt-ts 
extends the life of ihe 
disk drive and protects 
your valuahle data on 
Ihe disk. 



SAFEGUARD YOUR EQUIPMENT 
FROM MAINS INTERFERENCE 




<.KItin 4(;an|; Adupliir HAMV 



10% OFF ALL ORDERS OVER £30.00 



•EXC.VAT&PiP 





.1" disks suitable for ust; with Anislrad 
CPC(.i28, PCW8256, PCW85 I 2 (A 
and Bl, PCW9512 and ail other 
computers with 3" disk drives. 



DS*M301 



OSMAMS 






Amion cf: r Dukenss 



MaiallCFZa'QiskEnes 
in PFastpc Cases 



EVEN 
LOWER ., 
PRICES '.. 



CF-2 C3=-2 CF-2 





AMSTRAD COMPATIBLE RIBBONS 



■Kune 


DKIilWnilN ^^^^f 


mcEPERfliBeaH 


1-e 

2.69 


Lil2_ 

2.42 


1211 


Rez4sznN 


QMP200CI/3OOO/3] 60/3250 di Fabric Black 


nB242EFN 


□MPtOOO Fabric Slack 'Peiimerlp'Kt 


42 


3.BS 


3.45 


RB27J1DN 
HB2741MS 


LQ350C Fabric Black 'Kseticail Bfce 
PCWS25E Carbon Black 'Reiluceil price 


3» 
3.00 


3.4i 


3.00 


2.70 


140 


RB2888DN 
HBZ741FNHD 
RB2741FNBL 
RB2741FNSF! 
HB2741FNGR 


PCWB7M Fabric Black 'SBitocstfiWn 


3.00 


170 


140 


PCWB266 Fabric Red 


4.N 


4.09 


3.75 


PCW32EG Fabric Blue 


4Jt 


4.l» 


3.IS 


PCWB25e Fabric Brown 


4.51 


4.09 


3.75 


PCW326G Fabric Green 


4.S0 


4.l» 


3.75 


Re274eMS 
HBZ74EFK 


PCW3513 Carbon Block 'Hiiliiceil ixics 


^33 


Z.10 


1.90 


PCW9512 Fabric Black 'FiOaceilprkB 


2.2S 


2.15 


IDO 


HB274eFHnD 


PCW9512 Fabric Red 


3.M 


3.sa 


3.18 


Hfl2746FNBl 
RB2746FNGN 


PCW9517 Fabric Blue 


3.B9 


3J0 


3.10 


PCW95I2 Fabric Green 


3.n 


3.50 


3.18 


RB274eFNeR 


PCW9512 Fabric Brown 


389 


3.90 


3.1 B 



AMSTRAD ORIGINAL BRANDED RIBBONS 


SBSCODE 

■ 1 - r„ 




PHICEPBIB 


BBON 


'f'f 


M? 


lb 


RBAM(I05 


LQ5Q[XJ branded nvlaa ribbon 


UBS 


8.411 


I.BO 


RBAMOOG 


PCW9B12 branded carbon ribbon ■ 
black ^RpiiitEed piicB 


3.50 


310 


3.00 


RBAIMOa 


PCW3256/BSI2/LQ35D0 brended 
nylon ribbnn 'RBdjicfdpiicB 


4.» 


*M 


4ja 


RBAMDD4 


PCWa256/85IZ/LQ350O branded 
carbon film fibhnn 'RBdnced pnc6 


4.80 


4.H 


4JS 


RBAMDID 
RflAIHOOl 


OMP4DD0 branded nyloa ribbon 


G.99 


0.45 


0.00 


DM P2000/3GOO branded nvlon ribbon 


5.20 


4.00 


4.50 




PCW COMPUTER LUGGAGE 



CLISTOM DESrONED FOR YOUR AMSTBAUaiMVLlTLH 



CnEicd hilt Tirv [a§^ige- tt\i\ [hirt-piff t uavrl wi 'u iltriL^il 
^fxcififillyriTf^Lnyinj^nLif Am^indPCWflZ^Mt^lJ miiniitic. 
tf>lv4nliiK] pnnio li'i ideal for perMiiu]4ffbuiJiiuikiKvMhhLgli 
dcnsilj fusm in vth IdnuhlG Lhicknci^s in the bucl *hich prulefl yout 

iev'y\anlnVlma.icnQtV.t\h n ^mng BiljiiiJalsIc nylrn PiNmiUcT Mup ind 

LiUl\i[i|<hiuH!li^<i Thctc iizlviiipSLr li>r4]i^kVli]uiLjfll»rlf:j|l ibcsxli: 

ipFiln^jivnJiuT 

Each oinpDrvnl iiindi^HlujIly pfolHiol 

lUid lil5iKBl!yl[>£c]lKrLnll>cni)l[ik^jM: fi-r 

ulc and cs^j imn^iKinjUimi. 



KEYBOARD 
STORAGE DRAWER 




• Designed lo save space 

& proieci your keyboard 

whl^n not in u^e 
Imemal Dimensions: 

20y."(w)x IO"(d)j;2V.''(h) 
Eslemal Dimensions: 

2r)."iyi)x l5Vi"lil)x.r/;"0il 
Keyhoard Storage Drawer 
CK060 £29.50 



MONITOR STAND 




• Till action up to 25° 

• Rotates through 360° 

• Suitable for most 
monitors lup to 18") 

■ Easy adjuslmcnl 

• Con^iinicfed Trom 
ABS pla.'^lit 

l\irnliibleJIO0 iU.SO 



QUALITY CONTINUOUS PAPER MICROPEflFORATED ON ALL EDGES 



urm. 


DESCRjpntlN 


SHEETS 
PfHSOX 


PRICE H 


7g^T 1 11i9'/r 1 Part glain micro osr*. BOgsin 


ZOOO 1 1215 


790/DT , H7j«9'A" 1 Pan plBJn micro perl, 70aam 


PER BOX 1 I^^^B 

' IMMI , 15,43 


IPW3P 


ll'AiS'A' Paitplainmictn perf 90gsni 


1000 


10.73 



UlMUCtSIIKBOX 



DEUVERY GHAIIGES 1-1 SOXES a ax Fgi lirgii qMnUUn oi odw Sim plisii till 



10% OFF ALL ORDERS OVER £30.00 



EXCVAT&P+P 



COMPUTER 




MARGIN MAKER 



THE NEW & IMPROVKB MODEi,! 

SINGLEClT-SHEETI-lKlATOKiAUCNER 

FOR THE AMSTKAU 

PCW RUf & SS12 PHINTEkS ^SIMPLY SETTEK; 




No FUMBLE! Nil GUESSWORK; No FUSS! 

Just Qiiickt Ea^y^ Acfiiratc & Kulk Adjusublc 

CUT-SHEET LOADING. LOCATION « AE.HJNMENT! 

Firsl Time & Ever* Time! Magic! 



r(iOfl2 £13.(H) 



SILK MESH FILTER 



This Filler Ljcirnes L'timpleEc %^LIh .in[i-Malic ]sjd as \KaniiitTii. 

Filler nted^urenieiiib: 

N" ' 2 lUmni >f 255min \ ini;luding fnimc 

II" - laOinni ' 225mm J wiitLh 21lmiii 




( K 1 1)1) 1 2" I- ildr innnii E I V.VS 

Ll'lOS 12" KilliT ciiluur tiiSS 

L'FIIO 14" Filler munu £l<).95 

CF115 14" Filler colour t]9.K 

CFlOl Filler adaptor kil £S.i(l n 



1 iiw i^:2;tM0 
1 Fr:()Sh 
pr*s:56»5i2 

PC2l)«h 
ii]jipl« mirr tu curttd \crernh 



AMGARD ACOUSTIC HOOD 




■ CuLs stressful primer noiht by up lo 90% 
' Sec Ehmugh acrylic lid 

' Memory hmges ore filled lo enable the lid to Alay 

npen in any position 
' Vccsion-s pvaiUblc for smgle/continuous and automaiic 

'iheei feeder 

■ .WttHHil 

For 15 1 2 wiLhoul sheel feeder £109 +£7,50 P+P 

- \ivir:oo2 

For 95 12 wiih shcci f<«der EH»+£7.50 P+P 



AMSTRAD DUST COVERS 



^^^1 


Md^iiIdi Ksybodrd 
and prmi cqvbts 


ms^ssn 


^Bl 


PCWE25&3^I? 


J CMii 


9.50 




PCWffil? 


Md;iiI{ij Ksybadid 
and pfhni covB\i 


3 


CKDW 


ua 




PC1S12^MI 


ScffCivPracB^sai 
KevKBrd Covers 


1 


CUK 


ua 





COPYHOLDERS 



DESKTOP 

" Al&u suirablc for 

holding book^ or miuiiiJil'i 
* Detodiable Rue guide 

CHOOI £7.90 




COPYHOLDER 
SPRING ARM 
This copyholder ha% i 
slurdy de^k-clamp 
fimng and a long spnng 
balanced arm for ease of 
positioning- SuitaM? For 
A4 sj^e documeOTs 
THIOO TQpvhnlder 
£14.00 




SUPPLIES 

0273 423523 



PRINTER STANDS 




SPACESAVER A5 




■ Feeds forms smoothly lo boLh rear 
& boiiom f«ii prinieis. 

■ Automjilic refolding of prinlouls 
wilhoul using a separale Irny 

■Slacks 500 ^hecLs of coniinuousfixim 

Printer Sland 80 Column 
380|H)|4I5(WW46(KD) 
J2I2KUS0 £27.50 



UNIVERSAL AS 

• Securely botds any piiiuer 
^ Made of moulded plastic 

• Can also be used a.s a ponablc 
compuicr siand. 

• Dimensions 

330mm (L)X[40min(H) 
A^3216 E9^ 



SYSTEM SOLVER 
COMPUTER DESK 



The Sysiem Solver is attraciivcly siylcd and 
sensibly tonsirueted lo aeeomniodaie your 
compuier. monitor arid prinler. Wilh our 
ingenious sysiem to remove all ihai troublesome 
cabling and a smooth How paper feed channel a 
remarkable aniounl of usable desktop space is 
available. 

F0030 £169.95-ff7.50 P-i-P 




MO 133 PC STAND 



Monarch's ne* low cost PC StanJ ciuibtes you lo accommodate 
your PC and printer in a minimum of space and at a low price. It's 
sturdy eonsiruction will house your equipmeni in complete safely 
and allow you lo work even more efficiency. 
Features 

" Large working area in accommndjie yciiir VDLT and CPU as 
well as your keyboard ard nnmsp- 

* Sliding pnmpr^lfioacMmmodoiebothSOand 152 
column prinitrs 

* A boitom shelf ihiiE hold^ all yojr slalionryr 
ll IS nKiunted on ^moolb. lockable caslo;^ for siabihlyn 

' Modem colojiing Igrry orctcam and biouml. 
' Aitratijve modem styling. 

* SciuiLih re>>i.siarLE surfaces Ihdt arc easy lo clean. 

Mfn33f99 + £7.M} P+P 





I'i'JcL's (III iiol include \ AlVIH'liviTi • I .K. tltliMi* ilmim' t.l.Sd |jit tirdir uoli'>.Milhi'i'\tisi' sliiUd. • Miiiimiiiii ortlir »:ilui' iZU 

rO PI.,\(K ^ OllR OKDKR PLK ASK I KIJOI'HONH SBS ON 0273 42352.^ OR KA\ 0273 42(Ht63. 
.„. SKND VOIR CHKQIKS OR ( RKDl I ( .\RI> DK TAILS TO SBS tOMI'l TKR SlI'IMIKS I.TI) p - t 
FRKKPOST (imi32(. IH-I'T. Mi. PORTSI.ADF. liRKJHTON BN41 I// 



ili^i^^^^ 'l MULTISTRIKE MAGIC! 



"Don't Ihrow Ihose used prinier ribbons away!" 
WE REFILL PCW (8 & 9) MULTISTRIKE (FILM) CASSETTES 

- Oiihj £2 each plus 99p per oirlcn 

PCW95I2 MULTISTRIKE (FILM) D.I.Y. REFILL STARTER KIT 

- Equiwiifn! (o SLV new ribbons! Still£W.99. 

nereujlcr, refills onhj £1 .50 each plus 99p per order! 

ALSO: MOST FABRIC RIBBONS PROFESSIONALLY RE-INKED 

■ Telephone fiir price, slalinq pniiler make A. moilel 

OR: DO YOUR OWN FABRIC RE-INKING WITH "RE-INK" 

Up to 30 aivmge ribbons. Aladdiiik's price only £12.73 
"EVERLASTING ELSIE", exclusive for STAR LCIO 

You need neeer buy imother cassette! Slili £39.99 

MAXIPRINT RE-INKING MACHINE 

k: l'rl^|e^!ilonal re-inks u'iliiouJ opening ciissetle: Only.C52.50 

Prices all-inclusive ■ nothing more Iti pay! 

Please enclose erossed cheque or PastBl Order made payable "to ALADDINK 

^bllc in^titullDns please telephoixe lo airnnge credit facilltiEH. 

ALADDINK, (DEFT 80), E'VEMOUTH, 
BERWICKSHIRE TD14 SAP. TEL: 0S907 50965. 






DESIGNER - for knitting, embroidery 

* Fof ddsigEii>ia of kr.jTiV'.'iiz ■■[r.hjuidpiy, nio^ mQ9Hi]C3 * Up lo coloujS'atiichea/lKCHiroa etc 
4nil any uaJL tJiBl niiimaUy v;oLiiil lua aquaicd pa|M-] • Grdphicol and U^cmg pilJLCours. 

* Fiogiam pieai^iu, m eiiKt, laige iheel wAli up a HdiUitg laoiiilBa mcLude Copy, F^, Mmo 

!□ jOQ ■ 792 BijUaie?. • Sava oiLd Lcud 'inciiiU' - build your Own LUiiatv 

Fil»£]99E 

PCWDRAW 

1 A lull runcilon diQ^uiia pri:pom[D * PEoiEuces dear Lirawmtje an yam pcjW 

* Dia^n nne?<. cucleB empntB, arcs and rKUngli-ii * PiBBband SkLeichutD vnUi Zwd laoLties 

* Twonlv f ILL paE[«rii9 * EavBB Llams, deUila. wmcEowB end suflE-ns 

* Ad4? iJiirpEPfLl si^ed TE>lT, vaEttcaay anil bDrLBODUllv * Supporu KEMPSTON, AMX and CONTHIVEtt 

* PoiUaiL ond tandiicapf piinrauu. uiunmo 

- Can i»! uanl wiUi J4 pui urlnlBi Joi qjclia cLoilEy PRICE t3B.9& 

The UnpTDueineiilfi Eojseil fnjm the adequate loUte oxUflmaly uaiilui' BOMPiui 
SPECIALOFFEH PCWDKAW with COHTOIVm EUDUB? and tDHitacv, £7B0& 

PATTERN PUZZLES 

* AHii1teafBveiiilnr1mniH'riUiiOPu;:z[e& a Sec l^vel Iiom UL^<ia] to bimn^Biomtina. 

1 RiujiJdd] BloitB meoQ (lUEEleB rarely [Qpoal * ChJiUvDai! your fnends - b lesguf UMe can be ^ei up 

PRICE C11.B0 
'CpinpulBE gaEDesleca WElh LiEtle patLsnce wiU piobRbly be Oiivan mad. Bul dolicfliAl pioblem Eulvur^ 
will DO doubt bfl dflhgblHl to sccopi ibo choUtttge ' AFCW 

Tanems Puiztes wilt appofll lo Uinsi: o1 nm readeja who euioy bnt( bcDolis iiom Uiflir woruoad nut jUbq 
ti^ bj le?l tlLBl Uiey Bie MSiag ihcu brains ' UDdOPlus 

, Prices include VAT, P&P Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. lirradwater House, Broadwaier Road, 

RoiTiSL'V, Hanii^. SOil 8GT Jd. 07Q4 - il()279 I 



■Ji 



fl 



FREE DISK BOX! 



AMSOFT 3" DISKS 
Box of 10 

ONLY £13.95 
+ £2.35 P&P 

+ FREE DISK BOX 

While stocks lasl 




ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, All sales subject lo our 

Trade Tej-ms of Trading- W.A.V.E. (Trade dtpt 8000 9!07) 

Walney Audio Vi.sual & Electrical Distribution, I Biiccleucli 

Street, Barrovv-in-FuiTiess, Cumbria, LA14 ISR, 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 




REPAIRS 

\\i- iv]i.iir .VMSIHAl) I'Cs, PCWs, MONITORS jiid PRINTERS. All repairs 
i-.nr.' .1 ,< iiiomli wjrr.inly. 

SECOND USER EQUIPMENT 

Wf hu\ anJ se\\ AMSITiAD ?Cs, PCWs. MONITORS and PRINTERS or we 
tan x-'lJ ihcm on your behall ( you gel a bt^ner price). 
All iiniis sold are rt'iondiiioned and have a i month return K) hasf 
waiianiy. Optional I year extended warranty available. Cash, cheques, 
Visa and Mastercard accepied. 

PHONE LIS NOW FOR DFrAll^ 

_,,,_,__ .__ DEPT B*, UNIT 5, STANLEY HOUSE. 

m IRpriATil STANLEY AVENUE, WEMBLEY, 

^'^^' !■— •^'-t I *-» MIDDLESEX HA0 4JB 

TELEPHONE: 081-902 5218 [opposite Dorolhy Avenue). 

Second. User HOTLINE: 0831 616519 (after hours) 



ONLINE DATABASE ACCESS 



IF YOU 

*run a small company or business *need high-quality 
research in a hurry *don't want to spend a fortune on it 

THEN 

We can help We have access to over 1500 databases 

worlidwide Just tell us what you need and what your 

deadline is, Wc can assemble your research and fax 

or post you the results within hours. 

Prices: from £30 (excl. VAT) per search 

Phone Barry Flynn at Media and IT Services. 

On: 081-985-0781 or 081 -533-5868 



**FAST**CHEAP**NO FRILLS** 
**NOFVSS** 



WORD PROCESSOR USERS & TEACHERS 
MASSIVE SUMMER SALE 
45% - 60% REDUCTIONS 



ALL WORD PROCESSOR USERS Tempmate; margin, tab and line 
guides and Page Boy WP rulers up to 60% reductions. 

LOCOSCRIPT USERS PCW OR PC 

TempDisk: Hundreds ot instant Templates, 
WordDisk: Writers disk with thesaurus, 
FoneMate; UK codes and exchanges plus diaries etc, 
XWorder; LocoScripi crossword grids. 

Tlmewasters! TT Patience; Six solo games ot cards. Very addictive 
with emergency cover-up! 

OFFER RESTRICTED TO ORDERS RECEIVED BY AUGUST 10th. 

Telephone or write tor FULL SUtvlMER SALE details to: 

Thurston Techniques (8-t-), Thurston House, 18 Danby Terrace, 

j», Exmouth, Devon, EX8 1QS. Tel: 0395 277496 tST. 



Make More Use of Your PCW 

If you have LocoFile, you can make the 
most of your writing skills on the 
PCW6512/9512 by buying our 3 Inch 
. Thesaurus at £14.95 

and if you want help writing competition 
slogans, limericks or other rhymes, our 
Rhymins Dictionary at £19.95. 

We can also help PCW9512 owners 
transter files to disks which can be read 
on a PCW8256 with our PCW9512 
Rescue Kit at £9.95. 

Send a stamped addressed envelope for our complete price list 
Oi producis lot Ihe Amstrad PCW tC" 

Three Inch Software, 194 Amyand Park Road, 
Twickenham, TW1 3HY. Telephone 081 892 4363. 

Access, lulastercard and Visa orders welcomed 




BlGHEAlia 

USE BIGHEADS 3D LETTERING .^m 
WITH MICRODESIGN II TO i^i 
PRODUCE LARGE EYE CATCHINgII 



POSTERS AND SIGNS. 

INCLUDES 42 READY MADE 3D 
POSTER AND SIGN HEADINGS. 



BIGHEAD 15 SUPPUD ON TWO CFl DISCS COMPlEIt WITH REFWENCI - , £1) .95 

SHEfTS FOR BEJT RESULTS WE RECOMMEND PCWHillfWII MACHIK^^ ^ 

HOWEVER BIGHEAD ON BE USED ON PCWKSS. FOR JUST £19.9S if 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR FREE PCW INFO PACK. ""^ 

HD DE5ICSN 

3 ROUNDTHORN WAY, GOLDSWORTH PARK 
WOKING. SURREY GU2I JQN 
.■ (0-4867) BI394 



WSA 



S3 




Software Guide 



i - 

u L 



These pages provide a 
comprehensive guide to the 
Amstrad PCW software. 
Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of 
Databases, Educational 
Software, Communications and 
Programming Languages. 
We've set out to cover every 
important piece of software we 
could lay our hands on, and 
to give you enough information 
to decide whether they are 
suitable for you. 

All software will run on both 
the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's 
daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphicai output. 

The selection isn't 
comprehensive, but the 
software listed here represents 
what we think is the best of that 
currently available. 

As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, the main Pius and 
Minus points for each program 
are iisted - Piuses have a A by 
them, Minuses a ▼. 
Those we think are particularly 
noteworthy have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



SPREADSHEETS 



if a database replaces an address book, 
then a spreadsheet replaces the back of 
an oid envelope, it is reaiiy an electronic 
piece of paper which allows you to jot 
down numbers, juggle them around and 
analyse the cost benefits of a situation. 
Vital for businesses, spreadsheets can be 
useful to home users too: if you want a 
bank loan you will find that showing your 
bank manager a spreadsheet printout of 
your living expenses answers a lot of 
questions! 

A typical spreadsheet has a grid 
of rows and columns. This grid forms 
a screenful of cells identified by their 
column and row numbers, e.g. A3, 
K36 etc. Each cell can contain a simple 
number, some text to make the page 
easier to read, or a formula telling the 
spreadsheet to work out a number using 
values from elsewhere. The power of 
spreadsheets is in this last category, 
formulae. You can make a cell's value 
depend on the value of ceils above it, 
or to the left of it, and this value is then 
automatically updated if changes are 
made to the other ceils. 

So how do you choose between 
the various spreadsheets? One difference 
is sheet size, i.e. the number of cells 
you are allowed to work with. You'll 
need a few hundred for home 
use, and 1 000 or more for business 
use. Another area is the range of formulae 
that you can use - ail spreadsheets allow 
simple column and row totalling, 
but with some you can get complex 
statistical analyses too. As with all 
software, think very carefully what you will 
need before choosing. 



OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

urn ' DoiBtiait Sojware • 0625 SSmi 

Mint OHice is a suite ot fiVB Inisgrated programs - 
databBse, wonj processor, graphics module, comms 
package, and a very good spreadshieeE, Broadly simiJar lo 
SuperCalc In oparaHon with usual lealures oT auto o' 
manual TecalculaTion, replicating of row^columns, powerful 
range o1 anlhmelic lunctions Etc Pnntoul la a sirong 
polnl - rOi^S/COlumnB Cfln Ijg pul mfo ilalltt)0(d elC, and pnhls 
drall, M-Q or even sideways' Can't son andcan'l luslsave data 
or structure of a spreadsheet, but mflmmurTi slie of spreadsheet 
1$ daimefl 10 be 320ii Vou can use the date 
Irom a apreadsheel in The graphics module directly. The 
manusi is, however, preity useless 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

Good, luli'tealursd easy lo use spreadsheet 

Pnnls in drafl, NLQ or even sidewaye 

Maximum size oi spreadsheet 3E0k 

Can iransfer data directly to graphfcs module 

Can drive S^-pln prmtouTs 
'Save' options not as versatile as SuperCalc 



POWERFUL 



CRACKER TURBO 

£49.m* Paperback Sojmre 
0245 265017 

A spreadsheet desigried with advanced calculating power llntily 



tn rr>ind, including statistical lunctions. The screen 

tayoul Is totally defined by the user, and cell value 

calculations can almost be full programs, e^g DO WHILE, 

It might prove loo compleii it all you want is simple spreadsheet 

opeEailons The screen messages are very helpful [hough. 

Turt» IS claimed lo be faster than Cracker 2 D-iough sometimes 

isri't noliceabfy so 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Can cope with very complel formuEae 

A FleKibie screen formal defined by the user 

A On-Ecreen prompts are very clear 

A Graphs/charls can be automaticahy produced 

T Documentation Is large, but obscure and confusing 

▼ You've get to do a lot of work just to gelslarted 

▼ Veiy complen lOr quick, simple applications 

▼ Needs some programming skills to gel the 
most out of It 

▼ Free workspace is on Ihe small side {17k) ailhough memory 
Is used etlicientlv 



SUPERCALC 2 

169.95 'AmmfllSarcim 

on Sill mi 



BEST GENERAL BUY 



The besi selling spreadsheeL officially endorsed by Amstrad. 

SuperCalc 2 Is broadly similar to Scratchpad Plus, 
but It has a smaller workspace and IS less ttexlbie aboul 
the allowed spreadsheel dimensions 
Vou can store sequences of commands for repetitive 
calculations. Price includes VAT and p&p 

PLUSES < MINUSES 

A e:-ceiienimanuai -secttonsforbeginnflfs 

and experts 
A Stores comman^ls to run Irom llles 
A "Data Interchanger' allows you to translar spread^iael data 

to other appHcatiorrs 
A Comprehensive range of calculation luncHons 

available 
A Screen can be split Into 2 Windows 
T Spreadshaet IS limited by rnemory Size 
T No graphical output laciUlieG 



FIRSICALC 

£29.95 •.HinervflSjifems 
m 437756 



EASY TO USE 



Touted as a quick and simple to use program for the beginner, 
this IS nevedhejess quite a powerful spreadsheet, with a large 

capacity, abiiity to replicate lonnulae, export etc, Really it's not 
vastly more user-lnendty than Ihe rest but a good value package 
all Ihe same 

PLUSES - VtlNUSES 

A A let of program for The money 

A Good tutortais with demo files 

A Simple to use but reasonably sophisticated 

▼ h^ot much easier lo use Ihan more powerful 

packages 
T program is limited by the rnemory capacily of Ihe PCW (300 

- 400 filled cells} 



GRAPHICS 



You can use a graphics package to create 
and store diagrams and drawings on 
disc, to be amended, adjusted or printed 
out at will. 

There are three main types of graphics 
package; art, technical drawing and graph 
plotting programs. In art packages the 
emphasis is on designs and pictures, with 
freehand drawing facilities, a selection oi 
pretty text fonts and a variety of patterns to 
fill areas with. These are made much more 
effective and easier to use if you have a 
mouse. 

Technical drawing packages 
concentrate on shapes, such as squares 
and polygons, lines and labels. Finally 
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graph plotters wilt take your data and turn 
them into bar charts, pie charts and so on. 
9512 owners will have to buy a dot matrix 
printer to do all this, of course. 



MASTER PACK 



£79.95 • DatebaiC Hoflware * 6625 8S9m 

A ombmaiLon package, cornpneing MasterScan (see belew) and 

Ihe old MesrerPainL soriwa'e Ma^lr^rPaint Is a WIMP 

enwiFOninenL graphics peckaga {Windows, tcons, Menu 5. and 

Poiniart which will njn wiih Kempslon. AMX or Elecini: Siudio 

micBr Usual facJitlas \or drawing curved or ^raighl lines, 

polygons, bones, circles and eiNpses, and a host of W patlems. 

'Undo' function and eraser racNiiy, plus Ihe abilitv to zoom In on 

a part of iJie picture 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A WIMP environmenl makes i\ easy lo gse 

A Zoom lunctlcn lets you f^na-luoe your pictures 

A Good range at attacTs 

A Undo and erase facihlies 

T Tejtt fonts are boring 

V Can*t move larae blocks wnh the copy tuncHon 



MASTERSCAN 

£69,95 1 Databait Soflwm 
0625 S593ii 



POWERFUL 



A device wh^cti clips on to your pnnlBr head 

and scans pictures, sending tne digriised resulE lo cflsc. 

Youcanihen irse th& pictures in desktop publications or m 

Diher graphics packages, such as MasisrPami, Very 

useful for nawsletler production bol IJie claims lor MasTerScan 

as 3 lew-cosHax rnacnma are grandio^ - tne pualrty 

or scanned re<i lapoorHlheteitKaanvlhing lessIHan 

hsBdline SI2S, 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Simple method of gelting good digilisad graphics 

A Suitable lor all desktop publishfng programs 

A Conrra&l control uselul 

▼ Oirality of scannep lexl Is bad - no good for texea 

* ProbJems wilh illustrailons containing fots o' grey 



GRAFLINK 2 



£24.95 'mhsofl'»2S2 870197 

Opens up MasterScan possibilities to all DTP arnJ graphics 

programs Can also Pe used Independenily lo scan In large 

areas of graphics, up <□ A4 size Rsllier compleA, perhaps, lor 

Ihe beginner, bul rdesl lor (he more senous DTP pundkl, 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Gives MasterScan anew lease of hie 

A £>Lcellant fte'ilbNily belwesn speed and quality of $can 

A For the experienced user It is bolh last and efficient to use 

▼ OocuntentalJon and menu system unhe^ul 

▼ Takes time and disc space 



A Very user-friendfy. 

▼ Selling up borders tends to be dlEflculi and time-consuming 
T Pnnied ouipui could be better (but il ks slill 
above average). 



SIGNWRITER 



£29.95 • Wighl Scieatijie • OSI 1158 2699 

Offers Ihe widBsl range ot features ol any of tlw poslBf printing 

programs Signwriler provides a range of 20 fonts, some of 

them very imaginative Idaal (or posters. 

PLUSES •MINUSES 

A Vou can redesign lonls and design your own symbols. 

A A wide range of inieresling fonts is available 

'T Not very user-friandly 

▼ Foni design IsBlovi. 



STOP PRESS 



£49.95 >AMS* 1)625 mm 

Though tculenJ as a DTP program, Stop Preee Es an 

Excellent graphics package Can present dala In Ihe form of 

graphs, pie charts etc . and has the usual range of facilities to 

draw and lill inangies, boves and so on plus a very good 'zoom' 

opiron which lets you examine Ihe eFfeof oT 

changes Jn great delatl, 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good graph drawing faciliiies 

A Can design your own area fill parterns 

A Good range of d^ at, which you can modify 

if you wen 
A Can supeniripose one image on another 
A Works wilh AMX and Kempston mice 
A Is also a good DTP package 
▼ Undoing wrongly placeP lexl is difficult 



AYE PLUS PLUS 



£29.95 'CPSoflwsre '0991823463 

TnefullliHe is 'AH you everwanled toknowaboul 

graphics, the universe and everylhing on PGW fl25e^B5i2 bul 

were afraid to ask PLUS^ Phew A wide range ol litlle 

programs to do graphic itiings on Ihe PCW like smooth scnjllirig, 

defining windows, moving spnies around. The 

programs are wriifen rn assambler, wrth the source code 

provided If you want to see how to program them for yourself 

and adepf Ihe roulmes, 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Wide range of uselulfuncllons 

A Can be used from BASIC, machine code, or 

other language 
A The assembler source ccK^e Ls supplied 
A Inenpensive 
A Good manual 
A CP don'Imind you usingiheir touHnealn 

programs you sell 
▼ A hit long-win[lei:llOuSelromBASIC 
V No easy way ol loading Just the routines you wan) 



PLUSES -MmUSES 

A Ideal for the novice 

A Gan he used wiih or wlihoul mouse 

A Includes zoom facility 

A Integraies with Composers Pen to naaten up copy 

▼ Limited range of paper Sizes 

▼ Execution of some functions can be very time consuming 



PCWDRAW 



£39.95 • im Computm Ui • 0794 56297 

A good all round graphics package. All ihe usual lacilFEIes 

available, with the bonus thai n now supports the Kempston 

mouse, turning a good package Into a powerful one. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Zoom functions lOT close work 

A OelallePifing included 

A Large worldng screen means you see things in context 

f Mouse couU be more fully implemented 

▼ Documentation rather scaity 



VIDI PCW 



£79.99 - Rombo Prodactmi • fl5Q6 4I46i! 

A very Similar package to the Electric SluPio digiiiser: not much 

to choose Poiween the two, Romt>o's works with the Fleet Street 

Editor, Elecinc Siudio's with Newsdeek InlemaUonal. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Texi can be mserled iiom wllhin the program 

A 1G levels of shading 

A Can print images lo screen in defined order and time apart, 

▼ Unhelpful manual 



MO CLEARTEXT 



ni.50 * Exemplar Design * nia 

Designed (or use m conjunction with MicroOesIgn , MD 

Ctearlext allows you to create your own type styles to liven up 

youJ worh There is a range ol non-Engfish fonts on offer as 

well, including the accents m the French, German and Spanish 

languages. An excellent add-on to an exceilenl DTP program. 

PLUSES 

A Developed Inconjuncuonwilh CrBaltveTechnologythem 

selves, resulting In a comprehensive appreciatkKi of A 
A MicrdDeSign's workings, 
A Via tagged edges or loss of definition whan lafga chaiacters 

are printed out 
A Produced from a quality and highly reputed source 



GAMES 



LIGHTNING BASIC ++ 

£2195* CP ■5i,jmn POWERFUL 

0993 82346} "^ 

A very clever add-on fo normal Basic which works on 

Ihree levels. The lirst conlain^ all the everyday commands. 

whilst the second and third levels are used for designirig icons, 

characters and spntea. There is somelhmg in it 

lor everyone, whether an expenenced Basic programmer 

or a beginner 

PLUSES - MthJUSES 

A Simple and easy to use 

A Maiiies simple Basic programs loolf really 

professional 
A Good fun lo use 
T Documentaijon can be unclear 
T Pnnied output is coarse drah quality 
▼ Can only cope with simple graphics 



COMPLEMENT FONTS & BORDERS 

£\2M ' Dragonfly Designs • 0603 890195 

AltncHjgh ,1 can bs used wilhi all the main DTP packages, this 

latest rxniplemenl disc was desigr^ed to worli alongside Stop 

Press. The 1 1 fonis suppliefl on the disc show consistent goofl 

design and anislic (laii and a<e easily loadefl 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Tlia fonIs pravide a very prclesslonal <in,sh. 

A II is possible to ralHiB and reverse elemanls. 



PAGE MAGIC, DISC IMAGE KIT, 
DISC POSTER KIT 

£12.50 each • HD Oejign • 0486781394 

Clip sn collection wirh a difference. This suite of three ready - 

made design aids offers a wJde range of additions to your tent 

Page Magic contains a senes of sporting images and digitised 

mala and female shots, together with a handy selection of 

frames and borders Image Kit has a range ol images, from 

Spithres to Buddha, whilst Poster Kit offers an exceilenl 

coltedion of print styles, which reproduce with astounding 

clanty. 

PLUSES 

A Poster Kit contains ready made words such as 

'Fete' and Sate' 
A Excellent visual darily 



SKETCHPAD 



£15.95 • Composil Soflvm > 0952 595436 

A nice Utile package for those wtio only need a 
simple graphics capaDility LIna. circle and t>oi faolltles 
are all supponed. tiut curved Imes are tricky. Smaller 
stages and icons can t>a produced using the shape 
designer, and ths final produci can be tidied up using 
the zDorn facilily Will be ol Interest to muBicians who 
use Ihe Composers Pen package - the two are aaslly 
cornpatible 



The choice of games for the PCW is 
far from extensive in comparison 
with what is on offer for other rTi 
achines. However, the range is 
widening, and there is an increase in 
graphics-based games, replacing the text- 
only adventures which currently dominate 
the market for the PCW. Text-based 
games rely heavily on the use of parsers, 
which aid adventure navigation by word 
analysis. The 

ability of a parser, is, not surprisingly, 
responsible for the success or failure of a 
game. What follows is a selection of some 
of the best games currently available for 
the PCW, together with a marks out of five 
evaluation. 

Some pieces ot software which 
have graced these pages for years are 
now discontinued - but a diligent search 
may find copies residing with software 
distributors and retailers. 
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AVON 



I 



il4M ' Topologika • U?3i 2446S2 • All PCWs 

Based on [he world end work of Shakeapeere, Ihis leift-only 
ac'veniu'G puis many a pu^zl^r id even the niosi ^etl-versed 
student o) Ihe tiard- A liandy help mode will gel yau out of Itis 
trghler comoES Compulsive gameplayf 

ADDICTIVENES5 4/5 ATMOSPHERE 4/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4^ 

BRIAN CLOUGH'S FORTUNES 

ai99*cDS'omniii'i'AiiPc\\i 

A cross belween Monopoly ana rooibail Manager, combining 
board and PCW. Go far league and oup auccsss - bul keep the 
Dank manageE happy loa! 



GRAPHICS 215 

LASTING APPEAL ilS 



ADDICTIVENESS 
VALUE VERDICT 



4/5 
a/5 



BRIDGE PLAYER GAUQICA 21 50 

£29.95 <CPSoJiwarftimm46i 
All PCWs 

The upgraijBtl BriOgo Player 2000. Eicelleni Tutor mofla with 
hands wnnen by Nichiola Gardener ol the London Bndge School, 
fletans Strang play 



STRENGTH OF PLAY 4/S 
VALUE VERDICT 3IS 



GRAPHICS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 

£19.95 'CP Software' mi m4i3 
AllPm 

A compijalion al classic thinking' games on one tS\5/C: Clock 
ChoE^. Bridge Playar. Backgammon and Draughts. Encellenl 
value lor money. 



CLOCK CHESS 89 

(19.95 •CPSoflwarf 099^821463 
All PCWs 

One ot the belter PCW chess piograms Vou can aller Ihe lovel 
of play by soecifying a time limit. CBpBbie ol very slrong play and 

the 30 graphics are escollent 



GRAPHICS 4/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY 6/5 

RANGE OF FEATURES 515 VALUE VERDICT S/5 



COLOSSUS CHESS 4.0 

a?.99*C!)S Soflwarf • Om 12lli4 
All PCWs 

A very si rang chess game ^ich manages lo jse time which you 
spend thinking Id plan ils sltategy. Gags ol features, including 

bLIndtoid games 



GRAPHICS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 

CROSSGRID 



STRENGTH OF PLAY 3/5 
VALUE VERDICT 3/5 



{l4.9S'DoyidGrftnlimighCompiiliiig '6274 61647S* 
Ail PCWs 

'Crossword puzzles wiihoui clues" is how ihe packaging 
descnbes [he program. Instead ol Ihe clues, you get a gnd of 
numbera, each slanding for a tUfferant faltar Can you worK oui 
which stands tor whlch'^ 



EASE OF USE 



ADDICTIVENESS 



DOCUMENTATION 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 



CYRUS II CHESS 

£15.95 ' Amsefl • 0279 454555 • All PCWs 

Chess game with a slunningty detailed 3-D display. The play is 
quite strong, with several hatidy tealures like allowjng you lo lake 
back a move. 



STRENGTH OF PLAV 3/5 
VALUE VERDICT 4/S 



GRAPHICS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 

DOUBLET PATIENCE 

a4.<l5 • Iliunliiii hchniqm'0395 277496 
All PCWs 

Six weli-knowri card games [Irom Poksr Patience to Pairs) to be 
played either B lone or againsU he computer. 

GRAPHICS 2/5 ADDICTIVENESS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/S VALUE VERDICT 3/5 

FORESTLAND 

£14.95 • Classic QuesKlAiidiogemc 
081 m 1166 

You're in a fore&l and youVe nol sure ^^ow you got there. *helhor 
you are asieep or a^ake, and hiow ihe devil lo gel oul. You neet^ 
your wits about you In this gama to puzzle your way out of the 
APChed wood. 

CHALLENGE 3/5 ADDrCTlVENESS V5 

ATMOSPHERE 3/5 VALUE VEROlCT 3/S 

GNOME RANGER 

£14.95 • Lml 9 • 6544 4S7S97 *All PCWs 

¥du follow ine adventures ol Irgrid Boitomlow, Ihe Intrepid 

gnome. Inrcugh a fairy lale landscape full ol compelling puzzles 
Humorous and rather quaint. 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 



3/5 
3/5 



INTERACTION 
VALUE VERDICT 



3/5 
4/5 



GOBLIN TOWERS 

£14.95 ' Clasik QueslslAudiogmc 
m S6I 1166 

A game for tjeginners lo adueniofirg. Goblin Towers sees yoj as 
a brave wamor . seeking to retnave treasure Ircm a goblin-ndden 
castle 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 



3/5 
3/5 



ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

VALUE VERDICT B/15 



GRANOSLAM 



£14.95 Iplus £1.59 p&pi • LgVslick • 022} 42}4S6 • All 
PCWs 

A cJiallengmg end realistic version □> isYtn tennis, calling foi 
good manual dojrtaniy and tacilcs. Choice of five venues 
including Wimbledon Only drawbacks are Itie poor lackel 

coninji and [he irrltaiing ball boys, who 5\ow Ihe game down. 

RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 CHALLENGE 5/5 

INTERACTIVENESS 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



HEAD COACH 



£22.95 • DGAICoda • Dil m om • All PCWs 

You coach an American Football leant, picking players and 
deciding tactics against real NFL leams and players incredibly 



detailed simuialkm - a must for NFL fans' 

ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4^ 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

(19.99 * CDS ' llia2S2l I i4' All PCWs 

Five-in-one games compitaliort, featuring dans, backgammon, 
dominoes, cards and a won:iseerch game. E'Ceilenl graphics, 
onginal ideas andf presentation - dans has never yel been 
available as a game for tha PCW 



EASE OF USE 
FEATURES 



515 
5/5 



AOOICTIVENESS 
VALUE VERDICT 



4/5 

ais 



INGRID'SBACK 



£19.95 • Loel 9 • 9344 487597 • All PCWs 

Sequel lo Gnome Ranger in which Ingnd returns lo UtUe 
Moaning to find II under threat from Jasper 
Ouichhuc»( who wants to replace It with a yuppie estate. 
Adventure in 3 parts. 



ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 4^ 

CHAUENGE VS VALUE VERDJCT 4/5 

KNIGHTORC 

(19.95 ' Level 9 ■ flWJ III4459 • All PCWs 

Vou are an ore in this typical Level 9 adventure by the name ol 
GriOiegulE. An addictive game with lots of action, plenty lo 
explore and mind-bending puzzles. 



ATMOSPHERE 5/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 



INTERACTION 5/5 

VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



LANCELOT 

(14. 95 * MandamlLevel 9 • 9625 SS933i 
All PCWs 

A game in three pads which recounts the adventures of 
Lancelol. Manufacturers have wividiy created an Adhurian world 
in which points are awarded for displays of chivalry, valour or 
benevolence. The game permits a full range cf 
powerful commands 



ATMOSPHERE 



CHALLENGE 



5/5 



4/5 



INTERACTION 



VALUE VEROlCT 



5/5 



5/5 



£22 lmeii)berskip) • Magnetic Scrolls 
0279 126585 '.Ml PCWs 

Join Official Secretsand you can have access ID this exceilBnt 
adventure game, where you find yourself cast as Poseidon - 
minus his godly pcwersi Rescue your fate from the lap of Ihe 
gods. 

ADDFCTIVENESS 4/5 ATMOSPHERE «■ 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

PATTERN PUZZLES 

(IL5II ' HTB Compuim Ltd* 0596 414651* All PCWs 

A colleclior^ ol Intriguing puzzles requmng you 10 
retjcn order lo a gnd ol patterned squares Similar to the 
tile games loured in ChnslmaB crackers, excepi thai here ihere 
la no blank space lo help you shuffle ihmgs around - insiead 
the rows and columns wrap round In various different waySr MLnd 
bending' 



EASE OF USE 3/5 DOCUf^ENTATJON 

RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 
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LASER PRINTING 25p/p 

Disk transfer £5.95 

File conversion lOp. Deskpress 

Typesetling from £! ,50 oer page 

Ifiorr your disk I 

SCS, 66a Eastgate, 

Hornsea, HU18 ILW. 

Tel: (09641 535933 

6 days till 8pm _ _j 

I CONVERSION 1 

PCW/IBM/MACINTOSH: ' 

1 071- 231 1376 . 

I I 

\ UPGRADING TO PC? ^ 

Data transfers CPC/PCWA^PhVBBC/ ] 

I IBM/Macintosh - 3y3.575.25' and laser I 

I printing. Details (sae please) MAPEJ (81, i 

[ Meadow View, Qumta Crescent, Weston ] 

Riiyn, Osweslry, Shropshire SVIO 7RN. 

Telephone: (0691) 778659. ■ 



FRENCH LEARNERS PROGRAM 

Beginners lo G.C.S.E. Revision tasks 
enlivened by games and quizzes. 

Onlyfli.gs 

(or send disk * s.a.e. for demo), 

Mike Greenwood, 181 Ceirioe. 

Newtown, Powys, SY16 INN 

"CUP ART~DiSKS FOR "MICRO" 
DESIGN 

Over 60 superb cuts Reasonable 

donations for Local Hospital Scanner 

Appeal to 

D.Rsher, 29 Fellcroft, 

DaltoH'tn-Furness, Cumbria, 

LA15 8DD. 

7 2 OK Formal only 

MAXELL~CF2 DISKS 

10 for £15 fylly inclusive 
0903 62768 



; RIBBONS MACHINE RE-INKED | 

1 £1.60 { 

■ Smithimprint, 2 Chester Close, ■ 
I Wastiingborough, Lincoln, LN4 ISH. , 
I 1 

r~ ~ Taser prTntIng from I 
I locoscript. I 

I Comprehensive cost effective service, i 

[ Wide range of fonts, j 

I Free information pack from; , 

[_ Dalsywheel: 051-630 2657. i 

r LOCOfiflAIL - LOCOFILE 1 

I PROGRAMMING SERVICE | 

I 1 invoicing programs a speciality I ] 
LCiwMct_HaiB]^lJnda™ood^Z34_853404_j 

r ~ dTsY format CONVERSrON ~ 1 

I PCW (3'l to MS-DOS (3.5-1, £4.50p i 
] p/disk. Also LASER PRIMTING from 

I Locoscript. 25p/p3Ee. i 

I DATA-XCHANGE, 19Femley i 

Road, Stockport, SK2 6DF. ! 

I 0^1-456 7515 j 

1^ BARGAIN PCW SOFTWARE ] 

I Master scan/Wasterpatnl, Lotospell, ! 
I Locomail. Sagesoft Accounts Payroll, i 
I Including all manuals/disks, ■ 

AllTor£60+p+p, 
I Ring Mike 021 3556955 (after epml I 

I — :.-_-_-vi.-_-_i.-i.-_-_i.i.- ■zr_-' 

r" AMSTRAD PCW 8256" 1 
j eitended to 512K RAM, Hardly used. Will ] 
] sell with software and manuals; ] 
1 Locoscnpt, Locofont, Microdesign 2, i 
j Master Paint, Master Scan and scanner, i 

£350 o.n.o 
> Phone (031) 669 0046 > 

r " ~ ~ PCW mTi5ro DisiGrfiF " " ~ 1 

I £30 Original disks I 

] Telephone 0538 384833 ] 
I 1 



r PCW9512 TWIN DISK DRIVES 1 

j Original software and manuals, many ' 
extras, Only reason for sale, upgrading to ! 
I PC. £295 o.n.o. 

! Ptione 0926 632979 i 



r"""pCW 8256 PLUS 256K I 

j Memory upgrade. Including Locoscript 2, ] 
I Locofife, Locomail 2, Microdesign 2 and j 
I twenty disks. £295 o.n.o. i 

; Phone 081 660 8123 \ 

I (Purley Surrey) i 

r 8000 PLUS complIte sif " 1 

Mo 1 to 55 inclusive. Mint condition, ] 
1 £35 Buyer collects. ] 

I W. Overton, 8 Beechwood i 
J Avenue, MeKon Mowbray, Leics, I 
i Tel: 0664 62221 I 



rdATAdlARV£ Pocket dATAdATE"! 

(Siar tiirrhdates/anniveisaries day-tiy- 

day), £19.95 each, 12 monttis supply 

includes character designs (Loco21. 

A 4 IdEAS, 66 Curzon Street, Calne 

Wilts, SNUODL 



PCW 8256 



I Fully Upgraded to 851 2. Excellent condi- 1 
] hon. 512K RAMpac + Interface. Protent, ', 
I Locoscript. Flipper Forward, Brainstorm, i 
I Cardbox, typing tutors, Text 2 Base, [ 
I Chess, disks. £390, i 

I Tel 081 459 2502 ! 



I WRITERS 1 

I Practical help in getting published, ] 
I information or new markets, ideas, news i 



and advice. SAE for FREE details: 

FREELANCE WRITING, (SPJ 

Tregeraint House. Zennor, St 

Ives, Cornwall. TR26 3DB. 

(Tel. 0736 797061). 

■pSHIRf PRINTING 

IS easy witi our special £9.95 Heat 
transfer rilDbons. Free brochure 
0797 226601 Ui:iA softcat 



PCW 8256 512K 

B drive CPS 8256 Interface, Com-sta* 

stand, margin maker, Locoscript 2, 

Masterfile. Microdesign, Money Manager 

DR-Grapti, Mini Office disks. 8000 Plus 

magazines. £375 
Leatherhead (0372) 379613 



BUILD YOUR OWN 
EXPERIMENTAL PLOTTER/CNC 

MACHINE AHREE AXIS 
ROBOT. 
Full mechanical drawings, electronic cir- 
cuits, basic programming, £19.95 inc 
postage. 
Burlington Design, 
(Dept 8000+), PO Box 134, 
Northampton, NN5 5AD 

"locoIiRGi program" 

Large letters from wilhm Locoscript 2 
Four different tonts. Send £5.00 +SAE 
Company letterheads, logos, invoices, 
orders, records, medical forms pre- 
pared, send SAE for auotatron 
Adstrad. 26 Cavendish House. 
TN37 6BJ, 

NOTES on" AMSTRAD 
PCW9512 
provide help with the learning pro- 
cess, A step by step guide which 
cuts through the fog, £6.30 post 
tree, 
Arthur GIbberd, 31 Gresley 
Road. Coventry, CV2 IBD 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7,50 tor up to 30 words, (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers! 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 
Advertisements and are charged at £1 per 



word. [Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed lo be a Trade Advei-tisemenl 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad, 

To place an ad Just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with Ihc correct pay- 
ment. We will then place the ad In the next 



available issue (published 2-7 weeks after we 
receive your order). 

If you wish your address or telephone numtwr 
to be featured in your advert It must l>e includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: aOOO Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BAl 2AP 



Please place the following advertisement In the next available issue of 8000 Plus 



Name 



Address - 



My advertisement is a Private/Trade' Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ • delete as applicable 

I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order /Access/Visa 
Credit card number ^__ 



Telephone - 



Credit card expiry date _ 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing ltd 



Software Guide 



RETURN TO DOOM 



114.95 • hpnhgika > «7,?,t 24-im 
AIIPCWs 

Ssquel Ta Counidown 10 Doom- youVfi back oi^ \hs pienei 
DoornaAangera again lo Irack down Iha ambassadnr Regina 
wno has bean Kidnapped by some very unpleasanl rabolB. 
AnoEhar lexl-only adventure game. 



INTEHACnON la 

VALUE VERDICT 4S 



ATMOSPHERE 3/5 

CHALLENGE 4/S 

SCAPEGHDST 

il9.95 ' Le^■el 9 • 6914 8I44SII ' A/I PCWs 

You're a gfios! wiih a mission - Id calth Ihe crooks wJio irarned 
you on eaFlh.You tramp your way ihrough spooky cemeiaries- 

soi^e the puz;[Bs and brave Iha vivid graphics, and juaUce aIII 
be dona, 

ATMOSPHERE 4/S CHALLENGE 4/5 

GRAPHICS 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



SIR PERCEVAL 



f; J. W • Logi'sM' inn 4n4S6 • mOs onlf 

An aclion game from Ihe court of King Arthur. Fighi ihe nasiles 
if\ Ihe casris, pick up iJie ireasure, srnr rnake your way to the 
nexl level. Good medieval Inn with preTly good graphics 

lo CjooI 

EASE OF USE 4/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 

CHALLENGE 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



SPORTING TRIANGLES 

m.99 ' CDS'OMII 32iLU 'Ml PC% 

A compiler implemenlalion of Ihe TV quiz show 

Includes general. Hit for SiK and Buzzer rounds, and choice 

ol speclallsi areas Amusing graphic:^, but ^me ot the 

quBElions are quila diKicull lor Ihs average spons Ian, lo 

say Ihe leaBt 

Up to three players. 

EASE OF USE 4/5 CHALLENGE US 



PRESENTATION a/5 



VALUE VEROrCT 



3/5 



STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER 

£17.99 • CDS ■ Om nil34 ' .ill PCWs 

Surprtsingly realistic SI muiai ion of both pool and snooker game& 
- nol a& easy as il looks erlherf Foul shots, breaks and allows 
tor spin, side, slrength ot shol Good value, despile all the t>aiis 
being greets! 



ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

VALUE VERDICT 3/S 



GRAPHICS 2/5 

LASTING APPEAL 3/S 

TANK ATTACK 

£19.99 • CDS • om }2lt34 • All PCWs 

a strategy game lor ihe PCW A combinalion o( imaflinallvB 
cornpuler graphics and old-style board game, complele with 
plasllc lanks. Even includes on screen news bulletlnsi For up to 
four players 



FEATURES 5/5 

VALUE VERDICT 4IS 



EASE OF USE 4/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 

TERRACOM 

£14.95 'logiSlkk UK' 022} 42)456 
Ail PCV/s 

An evcelleni inlergalacTic siruggia batwaen you. 
and Ihe evil emperor Kashode>:. You have to destroy 
niG &ky fonra&a in whar cart ue&l be described as a game 
dI cosmic squash I Regulariussles wjihKashodex's spaca 



module leave you Hghllng for lifer 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 AOOrCTTVENESS 4^ 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5IS 



TIME AND MAGIK 

il4.9S • .Maiidariii fiofmre • 0625 85WJJ 
AIIPCWs 

An excelleni irilogy el lime Iravel adventure which can 
be playett in any order Your lask IS lo prolecl Ihe history 
ol the world from ibe deslrucllve limBlorfls -anolliBr very 
almosphedc game. 



INTERACTION 4^ 

VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



ATMOSPHERE 515 

CHALLENGE 5/5 

TERRACOM 

£14.95 'logrslick UK '0221 425456 
AllPCWa 

An excelleni Inlergalaclic struggle belween you, and the 
evil emperor Kashodei Vou have to destroy his sky lorlress 
In what can besi be described as a game of cosmic squasbi 
Regular tussles wrEh Kashodex's space^ module teave you 

lighting lorlife^ 



AOOECTIVENESS 4/5 

VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



ATMOSPHERE 6/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 

TIME AND MAGIK 

£14.95 • Mandam Soflwate ' 0625 S5WJJ 
AIIPCWs 

An excelleni trilogy ol time iraval adveniure which can 
be played In any order. Your lask is lo prDlef:t the history 
0' Itie world from Ihe deslruclive limeionK -anolher very 
almosphenc game. 



ATMOSPHERE 5/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 



INTERACTION 
VALUE VERDICT 



4/5 
S/5 



TIMES CROSSWORDS -VOLUME 4 

m.95 ' .ikm Lid' USI S52 4575 • All PCWs 

Yes' (he Times crossword lor Ihe PCW No [rouble aboul ihs 
basic JTiaienai, or course - but there are a fe^ ecoerilrlcltles in 
the implemeniation N4osi can be ignorad, bjl Ihe lact thai you 
can only have one due on display al a time can lake some 
gefling used to. 



EASE OF USE 4/S 

VALUE VERDICT 4/S 



CHALLENGE 4/S 

DOCUMENTATION 4A 

TOMAHAWK 

£19.95 ' Digiia hi. • 11276 684959 • All PCWs 

A sophisticated Apache helioopler llighl simulator. Impressive 
cockpit view graphics as you engage in combat missions - can 
be used with a joystick too. 



GRAPHICS 4/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 



ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



UK TRIVIA TREASURE HUNT 

£24.95 • IMC Sofl^m • 0604 S4SI4 
AIIPCWs 

Pit yourwits against the program in this carelully planned game. 
The quest lor success is Iricliy ; correct answers take you to 
various k>catlons nalionwide. 



ATMOSPHERE 3/5 GRAPHICS 3ffi 

CHALLENGE 3/5 INTERACTION 2/5 



ULTIMATE QUIZ 

£14.95 'DGCSofiwarf 0274636475 
AIIPCWs 

Ten quizzes on lopics as diverse as the Highway Code end Ihe 
llallan language Clean screens and an easy to use program 
make Uliimaie Quii excalieni enlenalnmenl and good value for 
money too. 



GRAPHICS 5/5 CHALLENGE US 

LASTING APPEAL 3« VALUE VERDICT SIS 

WITCH HUNT 

ill.SO' Classic QueHsHudiogeaic 
1)81 S6I 1166 

In Witch Hunt, you have been chartged from an evil scheming 
rolter into a positively charming person - and you are not a1 ali 
happy about II. To be returned to your former stale, yoLt have lo 
gather Ihe ingiadienis lo give lo the warly whch who can conven 
you back. 



ATMOSPHERE 



CHALLENGE 



3/5 



AQOICTIVENESS 



3\5 



VALUE VERDICT 10/1S 



WORLD OF SOCCER 



£22.95 ' DGA/Coda • 061 110 01X4 '.All PCWs 

A soccer management simulation game, you select squads ol 
players lor your International leam and guide them through Ihe 
European and Virorld Cups Gives a good inaighl into Ihe kind of 
strategic thinking required. 



INTERACTION 3/5 

VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



ATMOSPHERE 4/5 

CHALLENGE AIS 

YES CHANCELLOR! 

£19 95 ' Topologika • H7JJ 2446S2 « All PCWs 

Becorrte Nomtan Lamonl tor a day wilh Ihls Intense 
game/chalienge written In BASIC Whether ifs budget balance 
or inliatlon control si siatie, the Unions and Ihe voters sUII have 
to be hapi happy 

ATMOSPHERE 3/S INTERACTION are 

CHALLENGE 4re VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues wiih the categories 
of SPREADSHEETS GRAPHICS and 
GAMES. The month after vi/ill Cover 
WORD PROCESSORS. ACCOUNTS, 
UTILITIES and DTP, and the month after 
that it's back to Itils month's topics. Our 
intention is to keep publishing the three 
parts ot the guide in rotation, updating it 
each month to include all new products, 
II you would like lo see other sections of 
the guide, back Issues of 6000 Plus are 
available al £1 .75 each. Meanwhile, if you 
are aware of any significant errors or 
omissions in the file 
as published, please let us know. 
We intend to maintain it as THE 
authoritative guide to PCW soRwate. 



July 91 73 



Arnor's 1991 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Pretext is firmly eatablished as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All ttiB features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commanda, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, oleaf layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Pretext idea) for the novice or the experienced user. 

• On-scfeen help " Typewriter mode - Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count • Undelete feature 
- Movs/CDpy/delete/print blocks of text • Box manipulation • Configuration • Personal dictionaries • Exec 
files - Two tile editing * Keyboard macros • RIe conversion • Comprehensive Rnd & Replace ' Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode • Proportional printing, right justified - Conditional 
printing and loop constructs • Print any number of copies • Works with any printer * Calculator * Prim 
labels " Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc • 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback • 

'Protext deserves to bo the system by which all other word 
processors arB judged... a superb product' vour computer 

'The great strength ot this package is its ease of use!' '^wta 
' Pretext is ttte solutkm to all Locoscripfs drawtiack^' '"^^ 
■Makes Locoscript too/dike a snail •• boooplus 
"Simply the t>est word processirtg program to dale for Ota 
Locoscript is etfectivety dead" 



PCW 

AMSTRAD TO WOFIK 



PUTTING YOUR 



Speciar Offer - Save £20 

Buy Pretext together with the book 
for £49,90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(BRP 659.95 + E9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext+ Book £49.90 



Pretext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

This is an independently produced 
book about Pretext, written by Rob 
Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Pretext. 

It Is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Pretext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience, 

Protext. A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + G1 posypacking 
(Post/packing is tree if buying a 
piece of software) 



CP/M languages and PC Pretext 



MAXAMII 

Complete OP/M machine code development system 

■ Macro assembler • nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion " textual substitution of macro parameters 

• repeat loops * Full expression evaluation • Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode " Unking facility " Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

' line assembler ■ disassembler • memory editor • find 
string • relocate • move memory * compare memory * till 
memory • bank switching • symbolic debugger • single 
stepping ' set memory limits for stepping " stack checking 

• conditional breakpoints • trace mode • edit registers 

• Editor is program mode of Pretext (as for C) * 

"AfeJtam II- now the best gets even better" cwta cpc 

VI really excellent piece of software whk^, given the speed 
with which debugging can be dor>e, will pay its way very 
quKkly" ACU 

"The thing ttiat struck me ... was the amount of Onugttt 
and effort thai fas gone into this product " ofnt CPC 

'Maxam II ^ stunning ... ^le most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 

sophisticated" am strad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

- Full impiementatien of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler • Roaling point 
arithmetic • 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

• I/O and maths libraries - Conditional 
compilation » RIe inclusion * Macros 
•Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) • Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Pretext compatible editor:- 
' fast and easy to use " on screen help 
•two tile editing "keyboard macros "fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 
■ exec files * compile from inside editor 

"Vbry good value for money" *mstraof^w 
"Streets aliead in terms of programming 

power " AMSTRAD ACTION 

"tntypKalAmorfashkm, fhe^ve taken the'rr 
time and got it riglif amsttwd computer user 

"All the fticilities necessary to write 
complete applKahans programs " 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



Upgrading to a PC? 

Pretext v5.0 is now available for 
the PC at a special upgrade price 
of £110 (inc. VAT) for all PCW 
users. Send us your original 
Protexl or Locoscript disc with 
your order. 

Pretext has been designed as a 
PC program, not as an imitation of 
a PCW program and thus 
complements ether PC software 
much better than Locoscript PC, 

Features Include justification and 
centring of any mixture of different 
printing fonts, including 

proportional; extensive language 
support including Eastern 
European languages; multiple file 
editing; split screen editing; index 
and contents; footnotes and 
newspaper column printing. 

For further details please contact 
Arnor. Proiext 5,0 is available (or 
IBM PC and compatibles, Amiga, 
Atari ST and Acorn Archimedes. 



All programs run on PCW82S6/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



ffe/essmffyoi/rm/cfospotefft/a/.. . y^ 




Amor Ltd fEPl 611 Unco/n Road. Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tef: 0r33 68909 

All prices include VAT. postage and packing. AccessMsa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



Tipoffs 

Give yourself the advantage with Tipoffs! 

Unforced errors in LocoStript? Can'I see the point in BASIC? Oul of 
court in CP/M? Don't just make a racket and go to watcti the tennis 
on TV instead, come to TipotTs, the pages that always give a great 
service. 

You'll find a volley of tips on LocoScript. LocoMail, LocoSpell, 
BASIC, Micro Design, Prntcxt, SuperCalc and whole set of other 
programs. Don Phillips of Bridlington nets £30 for his way of making 
instant diaries in LocoFile. 

If you know any smart lips in LocoScript, LocoMaii, LoeoFile, or 
any other well-known PCW program, tell us - you could win hard 
cash. Write to 

Tipoffs, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA I 2XF. And just to 
encourage ynu further, it's Freepost! 



Tipoffs 



Change of program 

HroieM is an ideal iool iov writing 
program code in cum pi led languages 
such as C, Pascal. Modiila etc. But it's 
iictually more convenient lo write ihem 
in 'document' mode than the buili-iit 
■program' mode, suppiisedly >iupp)ied 
specially fcir writing programsl 

The reason is that proEram mode 
sets labs at every Bth position, sii 
multiply indented blocks end up too f^t 
over to the right. The answer is to write 
in document mode with a ruler line that 
has labs set every three spaces. To stop 
the ruler line being compiled with the 
code, enclose it in comment markers 
(e.g. ( and ] in HiSofl Pascal), Yuii can 
then put other commands within these 
comment markers: commands which, 
for example, ,sei conden.sed print, set 
lop and boiiom margins, set start and 
linish pages for printing etc. Also, the 
|PAGE| key works, which it doesn't in 
program mode. 
Basil Pige. Bath, Avon 



Numbers game 

If you try to name a 
LocoScript group with a 
name lliat begins with a 
number, the PCW beeps 
and won't allow it. 
Frustrsh'ng it you want to 
name a group, say, 
26JUL91. 

ThB answer is 
simple. Rename the 
group as usual (press 
[14! in LocoScript 2 or 
[f51 in LocoScript 1) and 
give the new name of the 
group as A23JUN91. But 
before pressing lENTER], 
cursor back and delete 
the initial A. Press 
[ENTER] and the group 
takes the required name. 

Bruce Latto, Ellon, 
Aberdeenshire 



Better by design 

ll is possible lo turn norniiil black 
graphic images in Micro Design or 
ProScan into grey (ones so that another 
imujie. or texi. can be prinled over it. 
The result can look very effective. 
Here is how. 

1. Load the .MDA image (loading it 
x2, then .saving ii as a new .MDA. 
loading \1 again etc if necessary to 
make it big enough for your 
requirements!. 

2, Draw block box around the image 
and invert. Go to design over part of 
the image. Make sure some of the 
non-inverted page is visible for use as 
a palette. 

i. Select one of the patiems available, 
remembering that you are working in 
'negative'; white dots on the black 
background will end up as black dots 
on white. AdjusI the si/e of the pattern 
if it proves necessary for your needs, 

4. Using the largest brush paint in 
transparent mode over ihc edge 
between the inverted portion and the 
white on the screen (,iusi to lest Ihe 
effecil. The black will remain solid; 
the puLiem will only appear on the 
ivbiie. If ihe effect is as desired carry 
on and paint over all the while parts of 
the image. 

5. Go back to layout. Select block and 
invert over ihe whole previously 
inverted area. It disappears but don'l 
panic, it isn't lost. Select design again 
and then go back to layout and it 
reappears, 

6. Since all write modes n Micro 
Design and ProScan are fixed in 
EXOR mode, if you want lo print solid 
black lexi over the new image you 
must eitheral print the image out. 
create u new page with the lexl and 
Ihen prim ihis over the image printout, 
or bl save the image, create a page of 
text and reload the image over it in 




You can get Micro Design or ProScan to produce background effects like this. 
Very impressive I 



transparent. Method a) will work 
with LocoScript, of course. 

7, Editing the image in zoom is best 
done after slep 5, There arc fewer 
pixels lo play with, if loading a Micro 
Design generated page ofiexc (or 
another imagel over Ihe grey-lone 
image, do this before editing - then 
you don't edit pixels thai are going to 
be hidden by the text/image anyway. 

8, With larger images, 'editing' can be 
done on Ihc design screen by using ihe 
smallest paint brush and either white 
(to remove) or a matching pattern to 



add (remembering that Ihis will be the 
inverse of (hat used in slep 3], 

The whole thing works best in 
ProScan (more piiinting shades) and 
prints out beiier on a printer ihat can 
achieve "half pixel' reproduction such 
as a Canon BJIOc. 

However, if you haven't got an 
external primer, don'l despair; the 
PCW8256 or 8512 primer will 
produce ihe effeci you're after quite 
adequately, 
(lave Bailes, 
Stroud. Gloucestershire 



Count on this 

A reminder that owners 
of LocoScript 2,28/2,29 
and later (the version 
number is shown when 
you start up LocoScript) 
can do a word count 
using LocoSpell. 

Edit the hie to be 
counted and press [17] 
selecting 'automahc 
addition' then [ENTER], 
After a few minutes 
LocoSpell will show you 
how many words are in 
the document; to leave 
press [ENTIR] then 
[EXIT], select 'abandon 
edit', and lENTER], 

It takes a while 
though - up to five 
minutes per 1000 words. 

Bill Heilbronn, 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwicks 




Tipoffs 



Printing press 

How can I get my 
PCW8256 and my Star 
NLtOPrinietlowork 
logether? I have a 
CPSS25G interface and 
cable, 

K Riley, Andover, Hants 
8000 Plus: Buy 
LocoScript 2 (£29.95 
tram Locomotive on 0306 
7406061 which will work 
btith the Star NLiO. The 
appropriate printer driver 
- FX80_NLQ.PRI - is 
supplied on the Loco 2 
master discs, and the 
FX80. "IB character set is 
also on the disc. 
Instructpons are in the 
printer guide supplied free 
with the manual (available 
Irom Locomotive if you 
didn't receive onej. 

Newer printers may 
need the Printer Support 
Pack. £29.95 from 
locomotive, to worli with 
locoScript 2. 



No message! 

I have installed extra 
memory and a B drive to 
make my PCW8256 into 
an 8512. Unfortunately I 
have lost the 'Drive is A:' 
message that used to 
appear at the bottom right 
- whaf s gone wrong? 
J Crawshaw, Yarm, 
Cleveland 

8000 Plus: Nothing. The 
message doesn't appear 
on an 8512. 



Dear diary 

Following ihe BASIC listing that was 
published in Tipoffs recenlly which 
produces a diary for any year in 
LocoSciipl, here's ihe equivalent in 
LocoMail. The routine here will 
produce a document consisting of 365 
headings, one for each day of the year 
(366 in a leap year). It will work out 
leap years 40 years either .side of 1991 
and insert the extra day automatical ly. 
Type the in the listing shown and 
save a.s say DIARY, Note that Ihe item 
about halfway down |l="l"] is a letter I; 
apart from thai, when in doubt, you 



LSlSr 



Ifiilir Jlli, 7riiir 

' 1 HI 




This Is Ihe (irst page of the LocoMail listing... 




...and Ihe second page of the listing, when filled... 



fSiLji 



pnabably wani a figure 1 not a letter I. 
To produce your diary, move the 
cursor over DIARY in the disc 
manager and press F for fill. You are 
asked for the year; type it (eg. 1991) 
then |ENTER|, Next you are asked for 
Ihe day that 1 January falls on. Type it 
leg. Tuesday) and [ENTER], Shortly 
you see the days, dates and months of 
each day of the year being inserted one 
by one into the document. Save it 
when ii finishes as say DIARY. 91 
which can be edited, printed out etc, as 
a normal document. Fill DIARY again 
for other years. 

You can modify 
the listing so the format 
of the diary suits your 
requirements if you alter 
Ihe text between the two 
quote marks that follow 
'page=' (about halfway 
down Ihe lisiing). As it 
stands it produces one 
blank line and then a 
"new page' command. 
You can also alter the 
style ih at each day 
heading appears in by 
changing the items in 
quotes thai follow 'bl' 
and 'b2' (near ihe 
beginning of the lisiing). 
At the moment they put 
die day heading into 



r*Bfilil)Tor^ilji| J JiiiiLi:Li'!ji -|JaLH> 



cr4°°"38'' 1 '">'d; you can change it so the day 
"'" i* ^' — f^ appears in underline, double width 
proportional italic bold etc. 



(iBoIil)U>'dii<iiilAV I Jiniiirw(-Bi>lil)i' 



l'Bnlcl)TfnU5itai| 3 Jiinu«ri(-B(iidli' 



l>Bolil)rrii1av A Jiiniiiiry(-lliilil)<' 



{•BcWUUitiv B Jjiiuir4(-Euld)i' 



(•Hut(l)Suniljg G J^miinry |-llrrli)li' 
i 



MBdl.nMmlHjij 7 ,r,,ii,i,1f Mf-BtiMW 



,. .produces a diary on disc with one day to 
a page. For almost any year! 



f(+MaiI)y=?; Give year (eg. 1991) 
then press Enter [RETURN] 
k-[[y-1988)/4] [RETURN! 
»k="?" or k="-7":<:feb=30;> 
<;feb=29;>: [RETURN] 
ml="Jaiiuary": m 2= "February"; 
m3="March": m4=" April"; 
m5="May": m6="June": m7="July": 
m8="Augu.sI"; m9= ".September": 
mlO="Oclober": ml l="November"; 
ml2="December": bl="(+Bold)" : 
b2="(-Bold)" [RETURN] 
dl="Sunday": d2="Monday"; 
d3-"Tuesday": d4="Wednesday"; 
d5="Thursday";d6='Friday"; 



d7="Saturday" [RETURN] 
w="x=? ;Give day 1 January falls on 
(eg. Tuesday) Finish with Enter" 
[RETURN] 

»y= 1 992 ;<:>;=d4:> #y=l 993;<;x=d6;> 
#y=I994:<;>L=d7:> <:%w;>: 
[RETURN] 
#x=d I ;<; [RETURN] 
e!=dl; e2=d2; e3=d3: e4=d4; e5=d5; 
e6=d6; e7=d7;>#x=d2;<: [RETURN] 
el=d2; e2=d3: e3=d4; e4=d5: e5=d6: 
e6=d7; e7=dl :>#x=d3:<: [RETURN) 
el=d3; e2=d4: e3=d5; e4=d6; e5=d7: 
e6=dl; e7=d2:>#x=d4:<: [RETURN] 
e I =d4: e2=d5: e3=d6; e4=d7: e5=d I ; 
e6=d2: e7^d3:>#x=d5;<: [RETURN] 
e1=d5: e2=d6: e3=d7: e4=dl: e5=d2; 
e6=d3: e7=d4:>#x=d6:<; [RETURN] 
el=d6: e2=d7: e3-dl: e4=d2; e5=d3; 
e6^d4: e7=d5;>#x=d7;<: [RETURN] 
el=d7: e2=dl; e3=d2: e4=d3: e5=d4: 
e6=d5: e7=d6;x:';>; [RETURN] 
l="l" [RETURN] 

m=ml:day=I:num=l;counl=l;sp=" 
" [RETURN] 
page-" (RETURN] 
[RETURN! 

[ALT| [RETURN]"; [RETURN] 
loop=' #day=l;<;d=el;> 
#day=2;<:d^e2:> #day=3:<;d^3;> 
#day=4:<:d=e4:>#day=5;<:d=e5;> 
#day=6;<;d=e6:>#day=7;<;d=e7;>; 
#day=7;<;day=0;> [RETURN] 
bl;d;sp;num;!RETURN] 
sp;m:b2:page; [RETURN] 
num=[num+l]; [RETURN] 
day=[day+l[; [RETURN] 
#ni=inl and num=32: <: nu[n=l; 
m=m2; >«m=m2 and num^feb; <: 
num=I; m=m3; >#m=m3 and num=32: 
<; num=i; m=m4; >#m=m4and 
num=3I;<; num^l; m=m5: >#m=ra5 
and num=32; <; num^l; m=m6: 
>#m=m6 and num=3 1 ; <: num- 1 ; 
m=m7; >#m=m7 and num=32: <; 
num=l; m=m8; >#m=mS andnum=32r 
<; num=l: m=m9; >»Tn=m9and 
num=3l;<; num^l: m^mlO; 
>#m=mlO and num=32; <; num=l ; 
m=mll:>#m=m1l and num=3I:<: 
num=l; ni=ml2; >#m=mI2and 
num=32: <; count=0; >; " [RETURN] 
%loop@coum [RETURN] 
Dun Phillips, Bridlington, Yorks 
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Spell magic 

LocoSpell is thorough but slow: it 
takes several seconds between each 
stop at a doubtful word. Many long 
documents, especially technical or 
foreign language documents, can 
involve dozens of words new to 
LocoScript which are correctly spell 
but involve a stop and spell-check: it 
can dierefore be fnislraiing lo spend 20 
minutes doing a spell check jusi to 
weed out one orlwo mis-speU words. 
Owners of LocoScript 2.28/2.29 and 
later have a way round though. 

Edit the file to be counted and 
press [f7] selecting 'automatic 
addition' then [ENTER], Go for a cup 
of tea or sotnething while LocoSpell 



does its stuff. All doubtful words - 
whether mis-speli or jusl correctly 
spell ones LocoSpell doesn't know - 
are added to the user dictionary 
automatically. After a few minutes 
LocoSpell will show you how many 
words are in the document; press 
[ENTERI lo gel rid of the message and 
then press [fJ] selecting "user 
dictionary upkeep' ihen [ENTER]. The 
doubtful words LocoSped found 
appear. You may have to scroll 
through to see them all. 

A visual check indicates which 
words are the genuine mistakes; make 
a note of what they are. Clear thera 
from the dictionary with the [-] key. 



Finish with [ENTER] and [EXIT], 
Press [ENTER] again to 'update the 
user dictionary'. 

Now you have to lind Those mis- 
spell words. Go back to the top of the 
document with [SHIFT] [ALT] 
[PAGE], Then press [SHIFT] [FIND] 
giving the mis-spelt as die one lo 'find' 
and the correct spelling as the one to 
'exchange' it with. Select 'automatic 
exchange' and [ENTER!, Repeal for 
any other mis-spelt words, |EXIT] and 
[ENTER] to finish. 

Sounds involved, but it can save a 
loi of time on long documents. 
Bill Heilbronn, Leamington Spa, 
Warwicks 



Ansiblelndex Plus 

The orily LocoScript Indexer AruibleCndei Plus cnraas iroin yuur documcni? (with 
CDrrcct p3gi! numbers) ;- 



WoBDs. PHHAae; and [nvfhtcd Phrases 

HRAl>INCS AND SlFB-tlF^niNCS 

IHIMIS AND Sirti-T>i»Mt:^ 
CllCtTtr OF ALniAUFT Souting 



The index ]& compiled QuiamaElcally from lhi& infannJtinn, and can \k ediEtid, primed, 
eir, [hniii^h l.ucoScnpl liself. 

Include? Anxkh]i!ChLT}i. the fflslesl LoCoSenpi word coun[cr. And Create, dreaded iii 
hifih places, i5 as ^^lUng as ewtr Plain- En^ll^h manual included Price: £34-95 

Kequcsi cur info shcei for more delails Ihe pnee includes VAT, po*j[a^e and ahtr-itfllcs 
suppon. Nq increa^p wiih ihe 1991 VAT change, and nti exiraif 

AnsiWe Inform a Hon 

94 L,ondQn Rood. Headii^^ Berks, RGI ^AU 

Vi'iv rf/fphanc urd fax number 0424 719739 




PCW ROUTE FlI^DER 

ALLOWS • Multiple Stops. 

■*■ Vehicle details, costs + times. 

* Map creation. 

* A,B,M routes. 

* UK Map supplied. 

■*■ Demo Disks available. 



Send SAE to: Mr M.J. Frampton, 
11 Beacon Road, Chatham, Kent 

Tel: 0634 827714 
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The VUiiiiaif Miific Culaltigulnn System 
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Cheques/PO's In Cklb29 Ciinipiu^i- Si't vices. 

3 Aiiin Cliwe, Winncriti. Berks, RGl I 5PG. 

Please naie which PCW mndel you have. 

£15.59 ini;. Recorded Delivery 



i ^Pi&j 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 



TYPE 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 

FOR AMSTRAD PCW 9512 instant typing 

,_ . . in.,, INSTANT TYPING 

(Daisywheel PrinterJ instant typing 

INSTANT TYPING 



TURNS THE PCW 9512 INTO A TYPEWRITER 
PRESS A KEY - PRINT A CHAHACTER 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 



PLUS 

Type, Print on Command 
One Key Bold Sel S Clear 

Margin Set a Reset 

Program Pilch Saleclion 

Envelope Pnniing 

Name 8 Address Database 

Self Wrilina Cheques 
Customised Cneaua Printing 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 



Msi I Order only £10.99 inc. VATS Postage 

AIRLINE INSTRUMENTS LTD. ELSTREE AERODROME. HERTS, WD6 3AW 



PCW-PC FLOPPY DISK DRIVE KIT 

AmslriUi PCW iisefs wishing 

lo upgrade lo a PC or compatible aic asking 

Can I transfer my existing data from my PCW computer 

to my new PC compatible? THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will allow you to conned 
a standard Amslrad FD4 second 720K disk drive lo your PC or 
Lumpalible. The simple lo use kil allows you lo connect llie drive (as if 
it were a standard exlemal floppy disk) lo most machines that have a 
nttrmal PC tvpe lloppv controller and suitable cables. 

Sollwarc is pnivided wiih all vei"Sions of the kil lo allow AUTOMATIC 
DETECTION of which Amstiad disk formal you are leading. The kil 
will allow you lo READ and WRITE files from both CP'M and 
LoL'o.scripl. 

Timalic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, 

Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, P014 IDJ. 

Telephone (0329) 239953 • 236727 

Fa\ 10329) 237051 for Sales and MaslerCard/Visa Orders 




SIGNWRITER 

for the Amstrad PCW 



Create large qjaliiy lettering from your PCW. up lo 8". 

Produce Signs. Banners. Notices. Tickets. Posters, and 

Adverts in mrrwlcs 

Signwrilcr £29.95 , E«tra Fonts al £5.75 

PCW Coloured Ribbons . red, green, blue, purple, brown 

&. orange £5.75 each. Blacis £4,611, 

3" Pt:w Discs £2.3tl each. Itl discs for £21 

(All prices include VA'f & Delivery) 

Wc like Auo^ A Vu:i plijsimjkcihcqijc^pR^jtlkLi, WIGm"SCIE«TJFIC- 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

Hi. ROAN STREET GREENWICH. LONDON, SElO 9JT 

Telephone DB1 856 2699 Fax 081 e53<Uie 




COMPliTERS, SOFTWARE, At:CF.SSORlES & BUSINESS EQlUPMErin" 



UNREPEATABLE OFFERS! 



PCW 8256 
£339 

INC. VAT 



PCW 951 2 

INC SHEETFEEDER 

£499 

INC. VAT 



AMSOFT 3" CF2 DISKS (10) £19.95 INC P&P 



PC1512 DD MONO £299.00 INC VAT 



LIMITED STOCKS - PCW OFFERS 
DELIVERY £10.00 EXTRA 



25-29 GRANGE ROAD WEST. BIRKENHEAD L41 iBY. 
FAX: 051-650-0506 M.\n. ORDER O5I-65O-O5OO 



PERSONAL CALLERS 

WALLASEY 37 SEAVIEW RD. 051-630-3013 

BIRKENHEAD 25/29 GRANGE ROAD WEST. 051-647-3377 

WEST KIRBY 2 ACACIA GROVE. 05 1 -625-9 1 99 




Tipoffs 




The hard way 

The Vortex 30Mb hard 
dtsc is a boon lo 
LocoScript users - all 
your files on one disc 
instead of dozens of 
floppies. The disc 
partitians itself Into four 
'drives' and then Into 
groups. However, If you 
want to move trom drive A 
to drive F, it can take up 
to two minutes if there are 
a lot of files In the 
intermediate directories. 
Here's quick way round. 
In drive A. create a 
document; leave the name 
as DOCUMENT.OOO. Press 
[f3], select 'move' (by just 
pressing m [ENTER]) and 
you are presented with 
the old name/new name 
menu. In 'new name', 
move 10 the second line 
and either enter the name 
of a group In drive F or, if 
there is an empty group, 
just enter a group number 
0-7. IVIove 10 the Uilrd line 
and enter F for drive F. 
[ENTER] takes you almost 
Immediately to the F drh/e 
- a tew seconds instead of 
two minutes! 

Leslie Rae, Killarmarch, 
Sheffield 



Pf 



Time to act 

in Lhe 8000 Plus Tips Colleciion there 
is ii lip showing how u> time actions in 
BASIC - For esaniple, lo give someone 
a ten second time limit in which lo 
reply to a question. You say Ihc dale 
and time can be sei using the DATE 
facility in CP/M. Bui I want the user to 
be able to set the lime frniii within the 
BASIC program so that the PCW c;in 
display the lime constantly in the top 
right hand comer while the program is 
running. How can this be done, please. 
Ktvin Dan by. Leeds, Yorks 
8000 Plm: Tiy llic fnthwiiiK liMiiil;. 

10 DEFFNT(X) = X-INTIX/I6I'6 
20 INPUT "Hour f 0-2.1 r:li 
.W INPUT "Miime t0-59y:m 
40 INPUT ■■SL'comilQ-59r:s 
50 pli=0 : WHILE b <> FNUpli) : 

ph^pb + / -■ WEND 
60 pm^O : WHILE moFNUpm) : 

pm=pm + / ; WEND 
70 ps=Q -■ WHILE soFNKps) : 

ps=ps + / .■ WEND 
HO POKE 64502;.ph : POKE 

f>4503!.pm : POKE64504!.p.-i 



90 HRS = FNT( PEEK 164502.')) 
lOOMINS = FNT I PEEK (64503!)) 
nOSECS = FNT IPEEK I64504lt) 
I20PHINTCHR$(27)+ "//" + "Time 

is ": 
130 PRINT USING 'W.-HRS: : 

PRINT":": 
140 PRINT USING "m'-MINS: : 

PRINT":": 
I50PRINTUSINC "m":SECS: 
1 60 GOTO 90 

The line I20jiisl pusilioiis rhe lime 
meiJflfie (// rhe rop left comer: yr)ii con 
replace rlii.s »'iili a line such us PRINT 
CHRSI27) + "Y" + CHR$I45) + 
CHRSIS2) or whmever to position the 
lime messiisf where ymi want. 

For coiii'cnieiice you may u-ani lo 
moke ihe ume-display roiiliiie a 
GOSUB. To ilo tills, just make line 160 
hove llie single word RETURN. 

Then, whenever yon wunllo iipdaw 
the lime display al ii poini somewhere 
fiirlher down in the listing, jiisl have a 
line like 

1060 GOSUB 90 
Olid the lime is updated and displayed.. 



Role of the dice 

1 am writing a game in BASIC and 

would like a way of simulating two 

dii;e rolls to give random results. 

Ronald Bell, Stevenage, Herts 

soon Plus: Simple. If yon include these 

lines 01 ihe end of your program, then a 

previous line in the main body of your 

lisling siiiii us 

100 GOSUB 1000 

will make each of die variables dicel 

and dice2 hold an independent. 

effectively random, equally distributed. 

niimherfroin 1-6. 

1000 dicel%^RND''6 

1010 IF dice I %=0 THEN 

dicel%=6 

1020 dice2'^=RND*6 

1030 IE dice2%^0 THEN 

dice27c=6 

1040 RETURN 

Each lime yon run the program, 
you 'II ge! ihe some sequence of dice 
'rolls'. If you want them to he different 
each lime you run the program, then 
just include the line 
1 RANDOMIZE PEEK 

(64504!) a! the start of the Ii sling.. 



Addressing the problem 



I keep my addresses in LocoFile/ 
LocoMail as five items add I -add5, one 
for each line of the address, and one 



njTTSTJTJs : 

1 Pil2 
3.1 s fa=Laii 



narte*" 
addl«' 
addSf 

a(ld4*' 
addSf 
postcode^ 



LSI 
It 



cute I 

f3=Styl« 



for the postcode. However, when 1 use 
them in a iiiailmcrgcd letter, any blank 
items in the addiess come oul as blank 
lines. How can I ^et LocoMail lo 
"'close up" the blanks so I he pnsicode 
follows on slraighl iin from the la.sl line 
of Ihc address, however long it is? 
Harry Henlhorne, 
.Addiseombe, 
Surrey 



Mr R Snithf 

5 Oueen Stf 

Batht' 

f 

f 

BAl 9KJl^ 



Ks T BarnhamfJ 
The Did Sfinneyt' 
Langfields Lane*" 
Snack ingtont< 

fllf ordC 
Herts*' 
HEG 3KU« 



John Thonpsom' 



If your name-and-address details are stoted 
In this soil of fashion, with blank lines... 



msfr 



"mrsf 



U\t Ciyi Cluli dI fjtfl ^jUlih' 



^r (HtitLUEEBC-Xiini- 



„,1hen this sort of totitinc makes sure the 
blank lines don't leave ugly spaces,,. 



The Cavy Club of Oroal Britain 



Mr R Smith 
5 Queen St 
Bath 
BA1 9KJ 



5th June 1991 



Dear Mr Snltti 



Hay ue renlnd you that trie neit 
Friday B June at BpB. 



Yours 



'Cooking with CavleE" eesslan will be on 



,A Goutl 
Secretary 
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...on the final prinloul. The result is much tidier, we're sure you'll agreel 



8000 Plus: No problem. Suppose your 

luinw-and-addressfile looks like iliis In 

LnoScripi: 

name 

addl 

odd2 

add3 

add4 

add5 

postcode I ALT) [RETURN] 

Mr R Smidi 

5 Queen Si 

Bash 

(blank) 

(blank) 

(blank) 

BAI IKJIALTjlRETURNj 

Ms T Barnham 

elc. eh: 

Then put a roniiiie as follows in a 
LocoScripi lener where the name and 
address ofibe recipient is lt> gn: 

(+MaH)namel-Mail> IRETURNj 

(+Mad)oddll'MoUl IRETURNj 

(■i-Mail)lfodil2<>"":<:add2(-Maih 

IRETURNj 

(+Maill:>:ffadd3<>"":<:add3l-Madl 

IRETURNI 

i+Mail}:>:/ladd4<>"":<:add4('MaiI) 

IRETURNI 

I+Maili:>:#add5<>"":<:add5(-Mail> 

IRETURNI 

I + Mail): > : postcode) -Mail) 

Now just merge the letter with the 
address file as usual (i.e. in the di.K 
manager, piil the cursor oier ihe leller. 
press m. move the cursor over ihe 
addre.^sfile and (ENTERj). The 
prinlouis ofeuch lener will have ihe 
name and address nicely closed up. 



Tipoffs 



Chart topper 

Ifyou're inieresied in genealogy you 
can prepare familv irees on a 
PCWg5l2. thanks to the primer's 
abiiily !o take very wide paper lup lo 
A4 sideways, or A3). Just set up a 
documem wiiii a layout ([f2], 'change 
layout") as follows. 
Margins!) and 190 
Tabs 27. 54, 81. 108. 135. 162 



Pitch 17 

Line spacing S 

Paper type A3, 99 lines long 

This gives you a capacity of 145 
lines of text vertically and 7 
generations horizontally. To add lo an 
already nearly full iree may require 
extensive use of blocks and phntses, 
S Osborn, St Albans, Herts 



KHrLT Titr< 'Ck Till QAti: IVD ^OHDIJI rAiTILTf4. kn :.nii« HTrif DDuair 

I J E L II ■ 

- - *H.V,Wi- , i.U.'.l'I't. 

_, .'SCl.--* -■.j7 ».-. .. 




PCW 9512 owners can use the width oMhe printer lo cope with a 7-generation family tree 



Memory test 

lhaveaPCWB5l2wiih5i2K 

memory. Micro Design's manual says 

it can work in high resolution it"S12K 

memory is available, hut I gel the 

message "Needs 51 2K' if 1 select high 

res. 

C Botterill, Maidslone. KenI 

solid Plus: Hiimi. Micro Di:sif;ii slumld 

he iihlf io work in high res on an 8512, 

so it look.1 as though you might have a 

problem. 

Ii sounds like your PCW is an 
S256 upgraded t\ith extra nienioij and 
a B drive, and thai when the thips 
mere added saineimt forgot lojiick the 
switches inside the machine thai tell 
the PCW it has the cxtni memory .If 
you did the upgrade, take the hack off 
the machine und check against the 



instructions that came with the e.\1ra 
chips that the switches are correctly 
set. 

If you have a genuine S5I2 this 
problem is slightly more puzzling: if it 
were simply faulty inemoiy 
comieciioiis. you 'd get scrambling on 
part of your screen in Micro Design. 
If it is an SSI 2, check when you are 
loading up CP/M how much tnemory 
is indicated as available on the 
opening message - I lOK nr i68K. 
If it says that there is only I tOK. your 
8512 thinks it's an S256 , The best 
solution is lo take it back if it is under 
guarantee or get it repaired.. If you're 
not sure about PCW repair centres in 
your area, check our nationwide 
directory on page 48. 



Cheque it out 

In Tipoffs issue 56 Mr Salomon 
wondered if it was possible to write 
cheques on his PCW. Of course, 
normal single cheques can be printed 
on in LocoScript by setting up an 
appropriate layout but it is a tricky 
business aligning a single cheque in the 
printer and getting the date printed on 
the cheque as it is too near the lop for 
the bail bar to grip - especially for 
disabled users, who are die most likely 
people to want to print cheques on die 
PCW. 

A solution is to persuade your bank 
10 supply cheques on a roll, or better 
slill. sprocket- punched and fan-folded. 
Big users, such as major Hrms. use 
cheques printed and supplied in this 
form for their salary payments. 

Once you have a roll, a simple 
'label' layout in LocoScripi/ LocoMail 
can print details in ihe right place, and 
because the cheques arc on a 
continuous roll, you don't have lo 
fiddle aboul aligning a small piece of 
paper. 

JAS Newman, Honilon. Devon 
8000 Pius: The four major clearing 
banks in Englatui tell us thai they will 
consider supplying cheques on a roll to 
individual customers - though they may 
take up to si.x weeks lo make up. 



New ideas 

My PCW 8256, bought five years ago, 
is on its last legs. The printer hardly 
works any niorc and chops ihe lop and 
bottom of letters off. while the 
keyboard needs the keys really bashing 
to make it work. Should 1 Just buy a 
new PCW, gel a new printer und 
keyboard, or upgrade to another 
nwcbine? 

Rode Callaghan, Liverpool 
8000 Plus:We!l. I firmly believe the 
PCW is the best deal for anyone who 
mainly wants a word processor, and I 
wviiidn f advise you to upgrade lo a 
different machine unless you have 
some pressing need. (Pressing needs 
might include desire to play games, in 
which case you might go for a 
Commodore Amiga: neces.iiiy of 
coinpalibiliiy with IBM type machines, 
in which case you 'd get an inexpensive 
PC; or a wish to move towards 
professional desktop publishing, in 
which ca.u- you would consider an 
Apple Macinio.<sh. All more e.xpensive 
than a PCW, though, and all require 
you to buy word processing software 
and printers}. 

You can get a reasonable printer 
(eg. Star LC-IO)for £150 or less and 
Teqniche's excellent keyboard for 
under £80. You 'd need LocoScript 2 to 
work Willi a new primer. (See mail 
order ads in 8000 Plus for all these). 

Compare these to prices for a 
braiul lu'w PCW {check out your local 
Dlxons. Curiys and so on) I'm i/uile 
sure that your monitor has many years 
left inside it yet! 



m 



Another copy 

Can you please explain 
again how to copy all the 
LocoScripi fliet from, 
say, group 5 on disc A to 
group 4 In B, without 
having to do tfiem one by 
one? 

John Axon, Cheadle, 
Cheshire 

SOOOPIus.'J. Swttcfion 
(he PCIV and put tti your 
CP/M startup disc. 

2. At the A> type pip 
fflETURNj. 

3. When the ' appears, 
remove the CP/M disc 
and put the source and 
destination discs for the 
copy Into the drives. 

4. rypeb;te4J=a.-.*fe5J 
mTURNl 

Now you can run up 
LocoScript or issue 
anoliier command iifce 
thai in stage 4. Vou can 
substitute other drives or 
group numbers in tiie 
above formula, of 
courM. 



I 



One at a time 

Is II possible to use 
LocoSpell Id check just a 
paragraph of a 
document? 
Mary Ward, Ipswich, 
Suffolk 

SOOO Pitjs: No. The only 
way round Is to move 
that paragraph to Ihe 
end of the document 
using fCOPV], [CUT7 and 
(PASTE), ptrtthe cursor 
at the beginning of the 
paragraph, and do a 
speli checli with the 'Just 
forwards from here' 
option. Then paste the 
paragraph back to where 
it belongs. 



I 
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It's never been 



easier to use an 
alternative printer 
with your PCW. . . 




L 



(ocoScript 2 together with the new 
Printer Support Pack means better quality and 
faster printing from your PCW. 

There's a whole range of alternative printers you 
can use, from fast, high quality dot-matrix printers or 
daisywheel printers to laser printers. With over 400 
different printers supported there's bound to be one 
which is suitable for you. 

So if you want to print in Spanish or Russian 
on the 9512's printer, the Printer Support Pack 

automatically includes the files you need. 

If the printer you use has a range of built-in fonts 
or additional font cards, the Printer Support Pack 

will allow you to use these in your documents. 

' Price excludes VAT. 
price including VAT £35. 19 



With a suitable 24-pin printer, you'll be able to 
print the full range of LocoScript 2 characters - 
even Greek, Russian and the special scientific 
symbols. You'll also be able to print these using 
LocoScript's full range of character pitches and 
print styles (bold, italic etc). 

Whether you are using a PCW 9512, 8512 or 
8256, the Printer Support Pack (£29.95) * gives 
you everything you need to get the best out of your 
alternative printer. 

To find out more about LocoScript 2 and the 
Printer Support Pack, phone Katy Buchan on: 
(0306) 740606. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey. 
RH4 lYL 




Tipoffs 



Key facts No. 34 

Teqniche's entellenl replacemenl 
keyboard for Ihe PCW hus keys for ij 
and -'j. The manual lells you ihai ihey 
only produce | and ] respectively, 
wiihom lelliiig you ihai [EXTRA] plus 
the keys produces Itie e\pecled 



fraciions. For ihe convenience of 
Teqniche owners, here is a key chart 
showing all ihe key presses available 
wilh it. 

Hugh Wallon, 
Oxford 







ALL KEY PRESSES (Teqniche PCW 102) 


NORMAL 


no 


123*567890-' 


qH*rt^lop[ 1 


aBdfgn]ll1;B|l 


zicvbnio, . / 


SHIFT 


■ o 


l"£IVMO_t 


QMERTYUIOPO 


ASDFGKJKLrO 


ZXCVBNM, . ? 


ALT+SHIFT 


i) 


|-ntl'io()I" 


■T let ( ) 


CaOD KDXL I 1 


E a 1] i:h,j. 


ALT 


^ll 


f-,W »I0-1 


•t i.i,[| 


^dt hllll 11 


no 4 It/ 


EXTRA 


ink 


ssotmoaMl) 


H> 


■'..?'""" 


+...■.■:..(- 


ALT f7+SHIFT 


n* 


1.7iia»»''"-ll 


II (CM J j< 'tit 


3i=>"'in/o 


•ITkif>|I*H 


ALTf7 


lU 




TIlt-tt-tnaHtt 


1((CEr.*l.lja|l 


0Da4g^S(*a 


ALT f5+SHIFT 


cm 


!"is?i' ouri 


illEPTUI'HOniUl 


ftCJWrHRKJIfcIS 


3XUSEHM; : 1 


ALT (5 


eUl 


iZ3t567iMn 


flHapTuyHonim 


&CA4r*lRk;ibl3 


sxubQhm, . 1 


ALTf3+SHIFT 


,,.. 


I'HI' »<()_+ 


■tEPTMIOn-- 


n^atPHEKn: >> 


ZXVaBNH. . ' 


ALTf3 


14"' 


123*367890-= 


"^EpTD6t01CVI> 


^x^fifvitii^r' 


(XToBv^. . / 




NOTE ;- f1 = normal: Greek: tS 


= Cyrillic: f7 


= Symbol 



Condensed milk 

How can 1 get condensed print output 
from SupcrCaic2'? 

Peter Hornblower, Bluckpool, Lutics 
8000 Plus: The imswer imiy be 
faniilkir Hi Uiiis-liim: fi(X)0 Plus 
readers! Here 's what w do. 

Ifymi HWii Id change ihe siyk tif 
prim, tjiif llw lO command for 
'Otilpiil' and as iionnal choose D orC 
for Display' or 'Conlenis'. Bin before 
hilling P for 'Printer' press Sfar 
'Setup' -youthen enter S again fur 
setup codes and keypresses from llw 
following table can he used to change 
the printout style. 

The case is important - to set bold, 
for example, rvpe [ALTjG and not 
lALTjg. 



TFw Hstot key presses as Ihey come out on Ihe Teqniche keyboard for the PCW 



Style 


On 


Off 


Condensed 


lALTjO 


lALTjR 


Bold 


lEXITjG 


lEXITIH 


Enlarged 


lALJjN 


lALTIT 


Italic 


IEXITJ4 


lEXlTjS 


Underline 


lEXITI-l 


jEXITj-O 


Pica text 


[EXUIF 




Elite te.xl 


lEXITjM 




SiiptTscrip 


lEXmSQ 


lEXlTIT 


Subscript 


lEXITISI 


lEXITjT 



Number please 

ff you have 3 list 
anywhere of telephone 
numbers stored as a 
LocoScripl document, 
you can use it to 
recognise the 
destinations of calls 
logged on an itemised 
British Telecom bill. 

Suppose you want to 
check who the number 
0987 654321 belongs 
to. Edit the document 
with the phone numbers, 
press [FIND] and ^ve the 
number as the text to 
find. [ENTER] and the 
sntry in the document is 
lound, letting you see 
whose it is, 

Eric Gilbert, Maidstone, 
Kent 



Write on 

When you start up in CP/M wiih a self- 
starting disc, you can'i wriie-proiect 
the disc to prevent corruption or 
damage Iby flicking the write-proleti 
tab on the disc) because during startup 
[he PCW insists on writing a temporary 
file to the disc, which it erases before it 
finishes starting up and that A> 
appears. (This also means you can only 
have I72K on your disc, nul 173K.) 

Much more sensible would be for 
the lempur^iry lile to be written to the 
M drive. Here's how to hack into 
SUBMIT.COM lo make it do so. 
(This may only work on some versions 
of CP/M), 

Insert a copy of your CP/M master 
discs side .1 and type sid [RETURN]. 
When Ihe opening message appears 
replace the disc with your startup disc, 
ihe one with SUBMIT.COM on it. type 
ihe following; 



ra:subniil.i:om [RETURN] 

s 02a9 [RETURN] 

00 [RETURN] 

00 [RETURN] 

00 [RETURN] 

. [RETURN] (thafs a full slop, thein 

[RETURN]) 

s OeeH [RETURN] 

Od [RHTURN] 

.[RKTURNI 

wa:submil.eom [RETURN] 

They're zeroes, not letter Os. 
above. Now you should lind that the 
self-siart disc in drive A (or any disc 
wiih a copy of this modified 
SUBMIT.COM) starts up as usiml 
except that you can wriic-protect it and 
be safer front corruption/accidental 
erasure of Hies etc. You can also put 
173K on it. 

C McMullen. Gutheringlon. 
Cheltenham 




Just a few modifications to SUBMIT.COfM can save (ruslration over lost data and can 
prevent possible damaged discs later on 



On Slime versions of SuperCalc 
ihis may not appear lo work. This is 
because SuperCalc is sending a special 
code lo the printer automatically every 
time you print which overrides ihe 
codes you 've typed in manually. 

The solution is lo set this special 
code to zero so that it doesn 'i override 
your manual setting.^. Use the 
INSTALL program and select the 
'modify printer' option. Select item H 
lo change and give zero as the new 
printer code. Your new SC2 will then 
accept any of the alxive codes given 
manually. 



Up the grade 

I currently LocoScript version 2.16. 
What advantages and new features will 
1 gel if 1 buy the latest version? 
Nalhun Perrin, FordJngb ridge 
SOOO Plus: If you buy LocoFile you gel 
the latest version of LocoScript 12.28 
on 8256s or S512.S. 2.29 on 9512s) 
free. This offers ihe following features 
not available on previous versions: 

1. Works with LocoFile 

2. Two funclions for disabled users: u) 
Option of using double-size screen 
characters while editing b) 'Sticky 
^hifi' option which means eg. you press 
lALTI then IPACEJ to go to the top of 
ihe page in.itead of pressing I ALT} 

I PAGE j simullimeously 
_'. New functions lo LocoSpell: a) 
abiliry to add doubtful words 
aiiiomaiically lo user dictionary 
instead of slopping al each h) ability to 
in.iert dictionaries into documents 
4. Extra characters for ancient Greek 
tbreatliings, iota subscripts, lunate 
siffnas etc) 5. Sheet feeder support 
6. Quicker LocoChar. 



Search me 

From time to time ve 
need to search a number 
of discs with LocoScript 
files on for files which 
contain a certain phrase. 
The only way of doing it 
seems to be to run 
LocoScript and search 
each file individually 
using [FIND]; is thsre a 
nuicher way? 
A Barclay, West 
Bridgford. Notts 
8000 Plus; ft might be 
possible lo write a BASIC 
program to do this, but 1 
doubt it would be reliable 
or convenient enough to 
be workable. PIP has a 
Unction (hat can search 
for certain specified 
strings, but ft is virtually 
useless In practice. 
So Ihe answer is, 
basically, no. 
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SPORTING TRIANGLES 

From CDS Software. Recently 
reviewed by the 6000 Plus team and 
given a value verdict of 14/20. If you 
are a sports fan then it's a must. 
Even tougher than a Question of 
Sport, but when the going gets 
tough... 
RRP £19.99 
Our Price £14.99 
Order No. 8636 



^ 



TEQNICHE KEYBOARD 

Excellent new 102 key keyboard for 
the PCW that really does make 
keying easier. 8000 PLUS were so 
impressed we got one ourselves! 
Not only does it feature a clear and 
clean design, but it feels so much 
more comfortable. And the price is 
well worth it 
R.R.P. £90.85 
OUR PRICE £79 
Order no.8635 



he price is 



EXPLOITING THE AMSTRAD 

PCW 951 2 

Written by John Campbell and 
Marion Pye, this book is aimed at the 
more experienced user of the 9512. 
300 pages, packed with information 
on programs from Locoscript to 
Supercalc.2. Highly recommended 
by the 8000 PLUS team. 
R.R.P. £14.95 
OUR PRICE £13.45. 
Order no. 8637 

STOP PRESS AND MOUSE 

An excellent DTP package, very 
strong on graphics. Takes a bit of 
getting used to but is well worth the 
work. Especially since vie're giving 
away a mouse free and a very 
competitive price into the bargain. 
R.R.P. £79.99 
OUR PRICE: £59.99 
Order No. 9640 



^ 



FUN SCHOOL 3 

The best-selling education package 
now available for the ROW. Separate 
packs for the under 5s, 5-7 yrs and over 
7s. With 6 games in each pack and 
conforming to the National 
Curriculum: 8000+Value Verdict 18/20 
R.R.P. £24.99 
Our Price E19.99 

U5s Order N0..8623 

5-7S Order No,.e6Z4 

Over 7s, Order No..e625 



^ 



Using the 
Amstrad 
PCW9512 




lowcm** 
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USING THE AMSTRAD PCW 9512 

Written specifically for 951 2 owners 
byJohn Campbell, an acknowledged 
expert, this book is designed for the 
beginner. With over 170 pages on 
how to understand and operate the 
9512, this book is an ideal guide. 
R.R.P. £10.95 
OUR PRICE £9.95. 
Order no.8636 



5.25 INCH DISK DRIVE 

This PACE disk drive is the answer 
to your incompatibility problems, 
and gives you the benefits of 800k 
disc capacity. It comes complete 
with TDOS which allows MSDOS or 
PCDOS data to be transferred to 




your PCW. 
R.R.P. £189.99 
OUR PRICE £145 

Order No. 8622 



^ 



8000 PLUS BINDER 

You need never lose another tip 

again with these gold-embossed 

binders. At last, you can tidy up that 

pile of 8000 Plus's you keep 

meaning to sort. 

At this giveaway price you no longer 

have an excuse! 

OUR PRICE £4.95 Order no.6004 

TWO FOR £9.00 Order no. 8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

And from the latest fashion shows 

we are pleased to present 

the definitive accessory for the 8000 

Plus reader who needs to do a bit of 

gardening or late night programming- 

The 8000 Plus T-shirt in glorious 

American Royal Blue. 

MED T-SHIRT £4.95 Order no.8071 

LARGE £4.95 Order no. 8072 

LOCOFILE 8256/8512 

The industry standard database from 
the makers of the industry standard 
word-processor. Combines brilliantly 
with LocoScript 2 for the8256/8512, in 
an easy-to-use environment. Pops up 
whenever you need it. 
We are giving away a free walichart 
and a T-shirt with this package, 
OUR PRICE £29.95 
Order no.8044B 







MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

This has to be the Integrated 
package for all your business needs. 
Comes with "The all in one Business 
Computing Book", this package 
contains word-processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and comms. 
We are giving away a free 
pack of highligh ter pens 
with this offer . 
OUR PRICE £26.95 
Order no.8610 

C-STAM FILE TRANSFER SYSTEM 
Transfers data between a PCW to a PC 
or PPC and back again. 
This is ideal for those of you who have 
a PC at work and a PCW at home or 
vice-versa! Comes with connecting 
cable and 3", 3.5", and 5.25"discs. 
R.R.P. £46.95 
OUR PRICE £34.95 
Order No. 8637 
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CRACKER 2 

Charts, graphs, everything you 
would expect from the PCW's most 
powerful spreadsheet. With 
Paperback Software behind it and 
our own Buyer's Guide rating you 
can be sure this will fulfil your 
spreadsheet needs. 
R.R.P. £49.95 
OUR PRICE £29.95, 
Order no. 8081 
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8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 



NAME 



ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 



PHONE NUMBER 



DESCRIPTION 



PRICE 



UellKHl otpnymenl Iplease circle) 

CredH card no _^_^ 

Explrv tiate 



TOTAL 

Access Vls» Cheque PO 



ORDER NO 



PlBSBC matte chequ^a payable lo Future Publishing 

No alamp rniulred If posted Jn rhe UK Channel lalandn or Ihs Isle of man 

For ovBtseas orders call Juslln on 045B 7401 1 



Send (his form to 
8000 PLUS 

Future Publishing Ltd. 
Frwpoal. Somerlon* 
TA11 7BR 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Please state which PCW model. All 

Locomotive prnducts are for use wJIfi 

LocoScnpI 2 only unless otherwise stated. 

L£»coScript2 29.95 

LocoSpell 24.95 

LocoMail 27.95 

LocoRle 31.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoRle 39.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell 36.95 

LocoMail and LocoFile 45.95 

Locomotive Printer Support Pack 29.95 

combines Standard & 24 Pin Printer Drivers disks, 
Printwfieeis disk and keyboards disk 

LocoFont (1 and2) 29.95 

SuperType 2 (fonts program) 12.95 

PROTEXT PCW 

Ttie fasi alterralive to LocoScript, 

witli Mail Merge and Spell Checkei 

£39.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 32.95 

AtLastPlus 24.95 

Cornix Caid Index (state model) 19.95 



BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

The best selling fmance package 

tor small business or personal use 

£44.95 

Comix Simple Accounts 2 59.95 

Simple Accounts Entry Changer 19.95 

Comix Invoicing 44.95 

Comix Job Estimator 69.95 

M specifications ai/ailable on request 

Stockmarket2 35.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo, spreadsheet 35.95 

SUPERCALC 2 

NEW PACKAGE FROM COMPUTER ASSOCIATES 
£42.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

cnmplele suite of Word Processor, Comms, 

Spreadsheet (includes Graphics! and Database 

programs, manual antt John Hughes All In One Mini 

Office Book 

£26.95 



teqniche PCW102 

REPLACEMENT KEYBOARD 

102 key ailerrsatiue tor dll PCWs ottering 8 function keys 

but mote importantly, a keyboard that feels like a 

keyboard! 

RRP £93.94 our price £69.95 



PCW UPGRADES 



8256 MEMORY EXPANSION 

£19.95 

Internal expansion comprising solderiess chips and 
complete easy to follow fitting instructions 

SCA 5I2K Rampack for dll PCWs 103,95 

SCA 758K Rampack for 8256 127,95 

SCA 1.5Mbyte Rampack 221.95 

Hipper 2 Plus requires 512K 29,95 



PRO-SCAN 

At last a high quality scanner tor all PCWs. Based on a 

400dDi hand held scanner & offering 4 scanning modes 

this IS the idealparlner toi MicroDesigr 2, 

£1 79,00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING |EDUCATIONAL & TUTORIAL 
AND GRAPHICS 



Fun Scliool range, by Database 

Fun School 3, 2 to 5 years 16.95 

Fun School 3, 5to 7¥ears 16.95 

Fun School 3, 7 to 12 years 16.95 

LCL Software 

Micro English (Age &GCSE} 19.95 

Micro Maths (! l-GCSE) 19.95 

Foreign Languages, by Kosmos 

French Mistress (12 lo adult) 15.95 

German Master (12 to adult} 15.95 

Spanish Tutor (12 to adult) 15.95 

Italian Tutor (12 to adult} 15,95 

DGC Software Range 

Junior Playtime (4 to 8 years) 9,95 

Schools Out (7 to 14] 9.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to 15) 9.95 

Ultimate Quiz ...,„., 9.95 

Others 

lansysl Crash Course 18.95 

lansyst Tv^o Rnger Conversion 18,95 

Crash Course is aimed at tfte notice typist, and teaches 

'correcf iHJing trcm Hie outsel. Two Fingers is lor more 

eiperienced keyboard users, and giailvaliy coaies you into 

using all al your lingers on the rjgfit keysl 



MASTERSCAN 

This low resolution tjudget scanner clips on to the 

8255/B512 pnnthead and is suitable tor reading 

simple line drawings into your PCW for use with 

any of the D.TP, Programs. 

Please call for adi/ice before ordering 

Masterscan with MasterpainI C49.95 

As above with AMX Muuse C89.95 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

Ttie best DTP program available lor the PCW. Drives 

9 pin 24 pin and even Laser printers for lop quality 

documents, 

software only C41.95 

with AMX Mouse E84.g5 



STOP PRESS DTP! 

new Jo IV prices 

NOW INCLUDES MJC CUP ART DISK OVER 150 

PIECES FREE,' 

STOP PRESS SOFTWARE C31.9S 

STOP PRESS & AMX MOUSE PACK.C6S.9S 



THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

The enlry-leiiel DTP program from Database Software 

SoHware RRP C24.9S ours C19.95 

with Mouse RRP C81.99 ours ES9.9S 



AMX MOUSE 

suitable for STOP PRESS, MICRO DESIGN 2, THE 

DESKTOP PUBLISHER, PROSCAN and most PCW 

graphics software 

OUR PRICE £44.95 



GAMES 




..14.95 




14 95 


Ctoss^rid 


,,10.95 




.,16.95 




..14.95 




,,14.95 




..14.95 




..14.95 




..14.95 




..10.95 




MISCELLANEOUS 



AMSOFT CF2 DISKS 



OUR LOIVEST EVER PfiiCEStl' 

suitable for 8256, 8512 5 9512 
5 for ........£8.95 

10 for. £15.95 

20 for £29.95 



CONTINUOUS PAPER 1 




SIZE, WEIGKT/NO. SHEETS 500 


lOOU 2000 


Ifx9,5;60g5m 6.95 
A4, 70 gsm 7,95 
A4, 80 gsm 8.95 
A4, 90 gsm 9.95 


10.95 18.95 
13,95 24,95 
U.95 25.95 

16.95 



SERIAL/ PARALLEL 
INTERFACES 



SCA PROFESSIONAL £49.95 
SCA PRO PLUS £59.95 



Dust Covers 

8256/8512. 3 piece 9.95 

9512 (w/out sheetfeeder), 3 pc 10.95 

9512, inc sheetfeeder, 3 pc 12.95 

Ribbons 

8256/8512, 14 metre fabric each 3.05 

two fot 7.00 

9512 continuous fabric each 2.95 

9512 Amslrad branded Film each 3.95 

five for 17.95 
12 for 39.95 



PRINTERS 



flu of ttie following printers are supplied wiHi the 

necessary cable for your 9512. If you have an 8256 or 

85J2youvnli need a suitable interface, suctias ttie 

SCA Professional at £49.95. fl suitaWe cable will tfien 

be supplied lo fit this. 
We are happy to give our advice on printers. P'ease call 

the niimtier shown below during normal office hours. 
9 Pin Printers 

PAf^ASONIC KXP-I081 159.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark One 169.95 

PANASONIC KXP-1180 179,95 

STAR LC200 219,95 

24 Pin Printers 

STARLC24-iO 219,95 

PANASONIC KXP-U23 239,95 

STARLC24-200 269.95 

PANASONIC KXP-I124i - New model! 299.95 

STAR LC24-200 COLOUR CALL 




FAXt 0462 - 670301 



PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE TO THE U.K. 
SEND SAE NOW FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST 

Education, Local Authority and Government orders welcomed. 

Overseas customers also welcome, please call or write (or quotations. 

All goods subject to availability, all prices subject to change without notice. ESOE. 

CALLERS WELCOME 9.30 TO 5.00 SIX DAYS 

MJC SUPPLIES (PLS) 

2, THE ARCHES, ICKNIELD WAY, LETCHWORTH. HERTS. SG6 1 UJ 
TELEPHONE ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES 
LETCHWORTH (0462) 48.11.66 



PROPRIETOH: MJ COOPER 



Postscript 

It's Postscript! If you've got something to say, you certainly know 
where to send it! This month, we've had more furious debate than on 
an average day in the House of Commons. Two main topics have got 
your back up - printer support packs and PCW upgrades. And there's 
more acerbic bits and bobs besides! Keep them coming, to Postscript, 
8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, BAl 2BW. Now off we go! 



Fair play 

I'm replying to your response lo T 
Morgan's ieller (June 1991) about 
redundancy on prinler drivers dUcs, You 
ask how cither readers feel. 

I wonder if this silualion has been 
referred to the Office of Fair Trading. I 
certainly think it's unfair lo have to 
purchase a lot of what you don't want to 
gel a little of what you do want. 

No one person is likely lo need lois 
of primers with one computer: if 
anything, one is likely to upgrade from a 
9-pin to a 24 -pin primer, which demands 
the purchase of another disc from 
l-ocomotivc - more ihanjuM pin money 
for iheml I'm sure i! would be more 
beneficial to Locomotive lo run a users 
club for two or three pounds a year. 
Prinler drivers could be offered as a free 
service - people don't buy a new prinler 
every week. Software upgrades and new 
products could be offered directly at a 
more reasonable price. 

When I was looking for a dot matris 
printer for my 9.'i 1 2. 1 decided on a Star 
LCIO. L(Komoiive said (hat I'd need a 
printer drivers disc lo gel the best out of 
il. So 1 bought one but found it did nul 
contain a driver for the LCIO which. I'm 
told, is possibly the most popular 
external printer for PCWs. "Use LX800" 
they said, but it wasn't quite right. 

Giving Locomotive iheir due. when I 
complained they did come up with ;ui 
LCIO driver which they supplied free of 
charge, but [he character set wasn't quite 
righl. I tried lo create one usmg the 
Charkil programme supplied with the 
disc, bui Uiis failed. Thai was ncariy £3(1 
for something which didn't do the job 
properly, and a badly documented DIY 
palch-up ulility that still came short of 
the mark. Al this point I should say I'm 
no fool. I am quite computer-literate. 

So I've reverted lo using ihe 
supplied set and am suffering the minor 
inadequacies like failure to print the 
"hair symbol (which is in die printer's 
character set). 

Perhaps in defence Locomotive will 



say ihat they supply the Charkit program 
and LocoScript upgrade. But I've not 
managed lo gel Charkit to work lo my 
satisfaction, and did I really need the 
upgrade anyway? Had 1 bought, say. 
LocoFde previously. I would already 
have the latest version. Still let's look on 
die bright side. I've gol a number of 
spare printer drivers thai are no use lo 
me and which 1 probably clui'1 sell! 
Brian Nichols 
South Benflcet 

8000 Plus: Yes. a user cliih is one 
sohilio'i - hui , I fear, likely in be 
rejecteil by ihe company on the j-roimds 
of all ihe addiiioniil admimstralion and 
organisalinn thai il is likely lo wanani. 
Unless Locamoiive decide lo convince us 
olherwise... 



Fair play II 

I feel 1 have lo reply lo M Walker's letter 
published in your May issue, in which 
they complain about the additional 
purchase of a prinler support pack in 
order to enable their esleraal printer to 
function correctly. 

The gist of M Walker's letter 
seemed lo be thai ihey almost 
understood the need for extra prinler 
drivers, but why should Ihey have to 
buy a whole disc full, if they only need 
one or two? 

Well first of all, how about a lesson 
in simple business practice'? As I 
understand il, the prinler support pack 
contains some 3(XI-odd printer drivers. 
What are Locomotive supposed to do. 
start slocking 300- odd separate prinler 
support discs, each with only one file on 
I hem? Does M Walker ihink this is 
efficient business practice? Does he or 
she think thai by multiplying Iheir stock 
and inventory 300-fold, Locomotive 
would be able to sell the single-file discs 
for less than 30 quid each? Get serious! 

Another gripe mentioned was the 
potential life-space of the driver files. 
Well, only Locomotive can answer this 



one fully, but I would hope that by 
purchasing and registering Ihe printer 
support pack, you would auiomaiically 
be informed of any changes in the 
content of the pack, and would be 
allowed to upgrade your existing disc for 
the usual nominal sum should the new 
support pack contain files which are of 
some use. 

Il also has to be said, Ihat M Walker 
had belter lake a long hard look a! the 24 
pin printer they're about lo purchase. My 
copy of LocoScripl 2 came with eleven 
printer driver files covering a huge range 
of external printers - ail the common 
ones, in fact. Why isn't this '"reasonable 
priced" 24-pin printer listed amongsi 
them? Ts it reaUy such a reasonable price, 
after all? 

Finally, a small whinge of my own. 
Why do PCW owners always come 
across as a bunch of penny-pinching 
cheaps kales? We all have to operate 
within a hudgel. and welcome any ideas 
which enable us lo save a pound or two 
here and Ihere. but we really must 
remember what it is we've bought; the 
PCW is a brilliant liltle self-contained 
machme. which word-processes away to 
it's heart's content. Thanks to CP/M. il 
also handles funclions which ii was 
never inlended lo do - spreadsheets, 
databases, etc,,. It does all this, and it 
was a bargain, to boot. 

What we must realise though, is Ihat 
as soon as we leave the cosy little world 
of the PCW (for example, when 
connecting faster, more sophisticated 
external primers, hard discs, etc.), we 
suddenly enter into the cold hard nasty 
world dominated by the PC, and in diis 
world, everything - bui everything ■ costs 
a whole lot more than it does for the 
PCW. 

My advice to M Walker? If 
you're about to spend near enough die 
same amount on a new printer as 
you speni to buy your PCW in the first 
place, you'd be crazy not to spend Ihe 
extra £30 to make sure your favourile 
.software works properly. 
And we all know the great thing about 
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advice, don'i we? Thanks for a good 
monthly read. 
Peler J Millard 
London 

8000 Plus: I have to say iliai however 
iniialinR this issue is W many readers, 
you have probably hil the nail on the 
head with ihc 'simple Inisiness practke' 
line qfik'fenix'. Clearly, ihe prodtiviion 
of indiyidiial discs would be an economic 
and adininislraiivc disaster . There is a 
vicious circle a! work here, and I'm not 
sure how il can he broken. Over lo you, 
Mr Fisher... 



Copy cat 

I was most interested to read 
aboul the perfectly juslifi able action 
taken by Creative Techno iogy when 
their copyiight was violated. However, 
1 think they should warn all 
purchasers of their ProScan equipment 
of the changes in copyright which 
are inherent in the new Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988 which 
is now law. 

Before then, if you commissioned 
a photographer the copyright in die 
resulting pictures belonged lo you. 
even if you failed to pay your bill [ 
Now, everything is changed and the 
copyright of any photographs 
belongs to the photographer unless 
this copyright is deliberately assigned 
to another person. Which means that 
if you copy a photograph, or a 
reproduction from it, using a ProScan 
or Masterscan device, you have 
violated the photographer's 
copyright and you are subject to the 
due process of the law. It does not 
matter than the result is in black 
and white frotn a colour original 
or if the half-tones are lacking, you 
have still broken the law! Obviously, 
in the case of wedding pictures the 
price you pay will probably include 
die transfer of the copyright, but it need 
not, so beware! 

The same strictures apply to 
illustrations in books and magazines 
and Ihe excuse that you 'only 
wanted it for Jumble Sale leaflet' 
will attract no sympathy whatsoever. 
Ignorance of the law is no excuse 
and purchasers of LPs, CDs and 
pre-recorded cassettes cannot miss 
the warning stickers dial these products 
carry so the manufacturers of all 
scanning devices should fix 
appropriate labels to their products so 
that copyright is universally respected. 
As a judge put it nearly 200 years ago. 
'The sweat of a man's brow or the toil of 
his brain are 

just as much a man's properly as die 
breeches on his backside!'. 
Roberl S Williams. FBIPP 
Slough 

8000 Plus: Now there's a point. Not sure 
about sweat and backsides, but I awaii a 
deluge in response! 



Sowr grapes? 

You asked for comments about Mike 
Maber's letter in which he suggests that 
instead of upgrading our PCWs by using 
hardware additions, we would be better 
advised to sell our sow's ear and 
purchase a ready-made silk purse {a PC), 

He seems to miss the point that the 
PCW is probably the most versatile 
machine presently available: the owner 
can simply use it as a remarkably 
inexpensive word processor and 
computer for basic needsi or can add 
options as required for particular 
purposes - selecting these options from a 
wide range of products to obtain exactly 
the desired result with minimum cost and 
no unwanted 'extras*. 

Mike Maber seems to think that we 
should purchase a £1,300 'PC 80286' - 
and make the best of its in-built and 
supplied facilities, whether they suit us 
or not. (Although I understand that other 
hard/software is also available to 
upgrade THAT sow's ear, which brings 
him hack to where he started!) 

He finishes his letter with a 
comparison - "would I spend money lo 
upgrade my Morris Minor, instead of 
buying a new Ferrari'? Apart from Ihe 
cost, the simply answer is thai I would fit 
a roof-rack to carry the extra load. (And 
perhaps it is not so easy io add a roof- 
riick to a Ferrari?.,,) 
Chris Shipp 
King.sbridge 

SOOO Plus: The roof rack analogy is a 
good one. and I lend to agree with all 
that you have said, Il all come.'! back to 
the 'take il or leave il' philosophy which I 
referred to last month. Buyin.i; a PC 
doe.t. as you so rightly indicate, open up 
a family sized can of financial worms. I'd 
rather .^tay put and enhance the machine 
that I've got if /feel the need. 



Unbelievable! 

Tell me it's not true',' Jtist read die 
Postscript pages of issue 57 June, and 
could not believe a letter from a Mr 
Mike Maber of Weymouth. Complaining 
aboul the recent upsurge in Hardware 
add-ons and software improvements for 
the PCW family. 

Agreed, to Uike the PCW to its full 
(present) potential, would co.sl in excess 
of £ I .(X)0 and bring the price to the 
equivalent of a 286/386sx AT IBM 
Clone. But surely Mr Maber. the £ 1 .300 
you quote is only the start of your outlay 
on the PC market, not counting the cost 
of a printer and certainly not taking into 
account the cost of PC software. The so 
called "Industry Standard' programs for 
wonj processing, databases, DTP, 
spreadsheets etc cost anything from 
£300-£8(» plus. Yes there are cheaper 
altemarives. but if you want to exploit 
your computer to its full potential, that's 
a bit like using the old 2 star grade of 
petrol in a Rolls Royce, it might work 
but hardly like it should. 



Another point to consider before 
'upgrading' is the volatility of the PC 
market, the XT series of machines now 
appear to be in their death throes as 
indicated by Amsirad's decision to cease 
production of its 1312 and 1640 models. 
With the ever increasing processor 
speeds and more and more software 
houses jumping on the WINDOWS band 
wagon, this will mean that owners of XT 
machines will have to rely on PD or 
Shareware for programs or upgrades 
with very little technical support. The 
next in line for the chop will certainly be 
the 286 series of machines. 

The simple message of this, is that 
all PCW owners should go down on 
bended knee and give thanks to the Great 
Silicon Chip, that they have a machine 
which is both still in production and well 
supported by Hardware manufacturers 
and Software hlouses. 

Fair enough, Mr Maber, if you don't 
want to move on, but I'm certainly one 
who'd rather have a silk purse from the 
sow's ear I know best. MS-DOS? 
WINDOWS?? 
Dave Jones 
Birchuver 

8000 Plus: Thanks. Dave 



Cheer up! 

If, when intending lo use LocoScript 2 
on my PCW ^512, 1 inadvertently load 
the files data disc before my LocoScripl 
Stan-of-Day disc, the machine squeaks 
at me four times, then goes into a sulk. 
Tliere then seems to be no way of 
loading LocoScript or any olhet program 
without first switching off, 

I realise that the best way to avoid 
this problem is to check that I have put 
the right disc in the first time, bui having 
got into this slate, is there any keyboard 
action I can take lo get the machine out 
of its stale of suspended animation? The 
combination of EXTRA. SHIFT and 
EXIT doesn't work. I can always sort it 
out by switching off and on agaui. but 
there musi be a more elegant way? 
Paul Hickley 
Reading 

8000 Plus: Yes. The ansK-er lies with the 
space bar. oddly enough; the keyboard 
effectively locks unless you tap it to tell it 
that the correct disc is now in the drive 
waiting lo he read. Simple enough - but 
why on earth it isn't made clearer. I 
don't know! Hope this helps. 



Up and running 

My wife and 1 both use our PCW 95 1 2 
intermittently during the day and are apt 
to switch it off between uses. 

However I notice that the manual 
advises against switching off when re- 
booting and says ihat using ISHIFT] 
[EXTRA] "causes less strain on the 
electronics". Is this because il is not 
advisable to switch off and then on 



. ' Molesey Education ^ . 

Word Processing Tuition 

Expert trainers nationwide 

(Locoscript P.C. and P.C.W.) 

Specialist and flexible tuition in your own home 

or office - with the aim of maximising the 

efficiency of your computer 

For details contact Phillipa Weitz at 

Molesey Education 

^ Flat 3. 10 Malham Road, East Molesty KT8 OSU ^ 

^. Tel: 081 941 1364 




MrCRO DESIGN 2 STOP PRESS 

PLEASE STATE FORMAT REQUIHEDl 

CA1' VARIETY DISC 
CA2> VARIETY DISC 
CA3' FLAGS of the WORLD 

ca4' the sports disc 
ca5' micro design borders 

(Doubis Oenaily B512/9512 only) 

CA6' THE GREEN DISC 

(AnlmalB. Plants 1 Trsas) 
Picture retBiflnce supplied wllti all orders 





ONLY 

AGB 



5 Queens Drive. 



£12-50 per aiic IncI PftP. on 

ILLUSTRATIONS § 

8 HO. 40 E 



a 061-773-2702 

Prestwich, Manchester, M25 



WRITERS 

We have 3 ways to help you: 

1 KREELANCE WRITING A PHOTOHRAPHY migazue - send 32p stamp 

Tot yout FREE copy {Sl details of uui FREE BOOK offer) 

2 WRITING FOR PUBLICATION * PROFIT correspondence cmiise - llic 
course Ihil gives you genuinely pccsooal allentiiw - send for FREB detiiU 

3 nCONOMICAL BOOK PRODUtTTION SliRVlCR for scil-publishcrs (as 

few as SOO - I.OpO copies - al very low cost) - wtilc for 1-REE details 

Weavers Press Publishing, (Dept. 8P), Tregcraint House, 
Zcnnor, Corawall. TR26 3DB (Tel. 0736 797061). 
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\ WORD PROCESSING HELP 

Z Save hours of frustration with our 
^ no-nonsense training. Expert individual 
'J. Locoscript tuition in your own home or 
I office. Setting up for first-time users, 
;: or consultancy/troubleshooting 
n for existing systems. 

\ Call Richard on 081 891 2114 

r 2, Silver Place, Soho, London W1R 3LL. 
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PCW REPAIRS 



RAPID SERVICE FREE ESTIMATES 

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 

Call our service depi now for details 

LARGEST RANGE OF PCW SOFTWARE IN 
THE NORTH EAST 



MICROTYNE 

1-3 GALLOWGATK, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNK NEI 4S(; 
TEL: 091 261 408S 



MICROTYNE MICROTYNE MICROTYNE MICROTYNE MICROTYNE 



ii FAST COMPUTER REPAIRS 

From London's leading Amstrad Autliorized service centre. 
48 hour workshop repairs 8 hour on site coll out service 
Low fixed charges with 3 month guarantee on all repairs. 

Other services ovailoble: 

* Hardware/software sales (new S> recondiltonetd) 

(we also buy & offer P.X. on second hand equipment) 

* Professional training in all popular applications 

* Service agreements 

* Business consultancy sen/ice 

* Software development 

* Amstrad consumable sales (manuals disks etc) 

You've Tried The Rest Now Call The Best 
PC Microcentre Ltd 081-840 5343/ 081 579 1667 

9 Cheringfon iiaad, Hanwell, London W7 3HL 



l»»^ MONEY FROM ^tt 
IMt yoUR MICRO »»»» 

Your home PCW is a cash generator. 

Get it working for you. Start now, 

SAE brings free detaiis. 

Home Keyboard 



Dept8,22ShirlockRd 
London NW3 2HS 
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Star (DiskSKp 1 

«CLIP ART'» 



Everything From; 
BUGS to THE BEATLES 
CARS to CARTOONS 

Picture Reference Supplied with all orders 

.cut flics only - suitable for Stop Press, Micro Design II 

Cheques / postal orders payable to - J. Skelffom, Send to: 
J'n'J Desisns, 70 Alderson Road, Liverpool, LI 5 2HL. 
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quickly or is i[ belter lo leave ihe 
machine on (? wilh a dimmed screen 
brighmess) ihroughoul the working day? 
Naturally we wanl our invaluable PCW 
lo last as long as possible and, for us, it 
is not imponant to save re-booting limei 
coffee tan be drunk then! 
Peter S Johnsun 
Wimborne 

HOOO Plus: The reason that ilie 
maimfaclurers udvise vow lo use 
ISHIFTIIEXTRAIIEX/TJ is.as you 
meiilion. lekiied ii> speed. If you carry 
OHl this operalUiri loofrequeiilh. and 
don'l leave a gap beiween snilcliiii); off 
then hack on. you are in danger of 
I'oiiimiiiini; the deadly crime known as 
'bhwinx ihe chip'. However, ii sounds as 
I hough you are simply swi whins off. and 
then .swilching il hack on after a period 
of lime. This should not barm ihc PCW. 
Equally, if you do decide to leave the 
machine on througlmiii the working daw 
you will not upsel those electronics: the 
HimO Plus PCWs are always on. and 
seem to suffer no ill effecis whatsoever. 
Overall. I think the hesi rule is to switch 
on at the hei^inninii of wur working da\. 
use ISHIFTJlEXTRAj'jEXITI to re-boot 
wilh different programs and hit the 
decisive off switch at the end of the day! 



Help! 

I have 2 broken B drives. I have not been 
successful in repairing ihem and repair 
centres say Ihey do not repair Amsirad 
PCW B drives. I need either to gel one of 
them back in working order or gel a 
cheap second hand 85 12 B or y.'i 1 2. If 
you can help phone Dominique on 07 1 - 
23 1 M730 (Undon-Rotheihithe). I would 
be very grateful. Thank you in 
anticipation. 
Dominique Lemars 
London 

SOOO Plus: Can anyone help? 



Good relations 

Are you really a sub-division of Creative 
Technology? You certainly give the 
impression that you are. 

I refuse to believe that you cannot 
find anything to criiicise in Miero 
Design 2 (MD2I. Unfortunately, I 
believed you and bought MD2 to u,se for 
DeskTop Publishing (DTP). 

The only DTP program I'd used 
previously was Newsdesk by the Electric 
Studio, bul your glowing reports of how 
marvellous MD2 wa-s forced me to 
discard Newsdesk as old hat. What a 
mistake that was. 

The pull-down menu system of 
Nevt'sdesk is far superior lo die MD2 
version. (Why does MD2 insist on 
calling a 'move' function "copy'?). As 
for MD2s instruction manual... I've 
never seen such dross. No wonder Nik 
Holmes from MD2 gets so many calls! 

His article in April highlights the 



problem. He states that Creative 
Technology "...receives 30-50 calls 
every day from nearly ten thousand 
users...". Now I make thai 30.000 to 
50.000 calls in Plain English. He 
obviously doe.sn't mean that, bul the 
MD2 manual suffers from the same 
convoluted language problem, and I've 
never seen such a ridiculous numbering 
system — it looks as if the program was 
rushed out and any quirks that were 
discovered were dien banged into the 
Appendix sections, 

Most people buying MD2 want a 
simple method of newsletter produclion. 
wilh the capability of jazzing up the 
newsletter wilh some graphics, MD2 will 
certainly do this, but where in your 
reviews does it tell you that, using a 24- 
pin printer, it can lake up lo .'0 niins lo 
produce a single page in MD2? If you 
assume a 6-page edition, we are talking 3 
hours for printing alone, nevermind the 
text and graphics handling. This is a 
major flaw. 

The graphics look superb on screen, 
bul often are loo dark on prinioul - 
another wa.ste of lime. Why doesn't ihe 
program default to auioflow "on", 
instead of "off '? (This ruined 90 mins 
work one evening). When copying from 
left to right, it is far too easy to hit the 
"Undo" key. All of these are flaws, yet 
none arc mentioned by you. Why not? 
1 do like many of ihe features of MD2 
and il is very powerful, but it most 
certainly ISN'T as perfeci as you 
pretend, 

Colin McAllister 
Weslwoodside 

SOOO Plus: Thanks for your teller Colin. 
No. we're not a subdivision ofCT: the 
reason thai we as.flmie such support for 
MD2 is because we do genuinely think 
that il is a goad program. When vou 
come aiross a software companv who 
produce good, solid products at reali.slic 
prices, you have hit upon a precious 
commodity. CT are such a company, 
and. given that ihey also provide 
e.vtensive after .\ales support, then we're 
quite happy lo endorse the e.KcellenI 
products which they release. Iljiist so 
happens thai they haven't released 
anything which could he described us 
sub-standard yei: if they do you can be 
.sure that they will not be spared fi-oni the 
reviewers wrath! I don'l accept that we 
'pretend' that MD2 is 'perfect': no 
program has that lofty status. There are 
ffaws in every one. including 
MicroDesign. and we are quite Oi^'are of 
that. However. I lake your comments, 
and pass the gaunilel over lo Mr 
Holmes! 



Message from above 

Spotted on Through ihe Keyhole'. 
(I.T.V.. I0.5.yi,),. an Amsirad 8512 in 
David Icke's study... 

"Could this be David's direct line 
wilh the great I.B.M. in Ihe sky?", we 
ask. Possibly, this could explain Ihe 



shouts of "Oh God!!" that can often be 
heard emanating from the direction of 
my work station al home. Can I claim 
exemption from ihe Poll Tax because my 
office has now become a Place of 
Worship? My wife swears thai I idohsed 
my 8512. 

P.S. Can we claim V.A.T. back on 
'Religious Anefaels"? 
Reverend (?) Roger Blake 
Hindhead 

8000 Plus: Tut tut! You should be 
defrocked! Thanks for your letter, 
Rodge. 



Come on! 

Re: Linoceni uniil,.? - June p.85 
You say. 'The laws (on copying and 
transferring computer programmcsj .. are 
none to clear'. Surely not. As a layman I 
believe the law is both simple and clear 
but some program publishers do not 
make U clear, 'NO PART OF THIS 
BOOK OR ACCOMPANYING 
MAGNETIC MEDIA MAY BE 
REPRODUCED BY ANY MEANS 
WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF..' lakes 
up one page in ihe front of one DTP 
manual (not MicroDesign 2). 'Any 
backup copy made is the sole use of the 
purchaser of ihe original discs. Any 
further use by outside persons is an 
infringement of copyright and will be 
mei wilh appropriate legal action.' is 
found in the section 'Getting Started": or 
should it he 'Getting Stopped'? Does this 
mean 1 am allowed to sell Ihe original 
discs and manual? I think not. It would 
lake an article lo explain why! 

Compare buying your car and its 
road fund licence with a program for 
your PCW. You 'own' the car and iis 
licence but you do not 'own' the 
program. You. the original buyer, are 
only 'licenced to use' the program. 

With the road fund licence ihe one 
car is licenced lo be used on die road by 
any owner of the car. Wilh Ihe computer 
program the buyer is licenced to use the 
program on one PCW s/lie uses. You 
may sell or give away you car with its 
licence: not so your computer with its 
program. 

The computer program is a licence 
for the life of the buyer: with updated 
(='outdaling"!)ihegraimide is limited. I 
do not think you can bequeath programs 
in your will. To protect executors, and 
'X". maybe my will should include. 'I 
bequeath my beloved Joyce lo 'X' hut all 
my computer programs and their 
manuals dial I was licenced to use must 
be buried |crematedl wilh my mortal 
remains.'. Aha! Is 'X" allowed lo inheril 
ihe original LocoScript I , eic. bundled 
with Joyce? 

I am willing to supply any program 
publishers wilh a layman's Plain English 
explanation for their manuals. 
Christopher .1 Whilraey 
Fownhope 

8000 Plus: Thank vou so much! 
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Cricket fans! 

• High Stora leepK your side's scDreslhioughttie^eimin, up tD 1 SO ployeis in ! BO mntdn;. 

You ion (hsn prini out peifoitrainMS fo[ ony ployB In wth moldi; list the higliKi stores ond besi 
bcwiing pctfontwiies; list each peison's high stores; piodiKe bolting oventges; ond pioduts bowling 
Dueioges tobulDiad by [uns pei wickei, runs fe\ dvh di dBllvsrles per mkei - oil lot one type ol 
moifh (league. One DDyl or oil lypes. All those con bo printed out. shown en sfieen, or sent to 
ImoStripi - g(eQi for OEWsletior?! High Store is eosy to use ond to £19.9S*£1 pSp 

• Sioraiord is the FCW version of ihose dettfonit stoieboords ihai keep the store on TV. Enter 
the tesuil ol eoth boll ond ihe FCW shows the score card, die bawling omlysls, colculotes run rotes 
ond nins [eqolred rotes, and con prim out the detoils in onything from summory to hGlkty-boll onoly- 
srs. II will also pnni eot scomtg chorls lor ony botsmon showng the polh of each shot. 8000 Plus 
raled it 19/20 voluelor moneylll 9.95 (wilhoul stoting thort, SH.95) + El pSp 

• Bodi worl an oil PCWs, ihoLigh Scarecwd's sranng chart ludljly won't work on o 9512. EB 
oHifyoj order bolhprogroms.FroatSfri/OojSofrMie, K itondok Sooii. Solb Bil 31G. 




A FAST. WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECtALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 



GET A DETAILED TIME & 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
;RY JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 



CALL NOW 




0387-88612 



(or your FREE 

*^^ INFORMATION 

PACK 
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MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN 



Yes making money wilh your Amslcad becomes incidental when yoj Know how. 
Your micco is, it only you knew il, a gold mine. The size and make Is iiralevant. 
Make Ihe initial effori NOW by siarting you' own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most importani move you will ever maltel 
REMEMBER: You'll never gel fich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU. can become very rich in a relatively shod period ot lime just 
by doing a taw basic ihingst It's more rewarding Ihan playing games The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or pari lime. For FREE derails send S.A.E. to: 



iriji.1.'\nj\nn. n.n-njlJ"Lf-~L."-. 




31 , PILTON PLACE (8* 27) 

KING AND QUEEN STREET, 

WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 



I think, 
therefore I am - 
a Brainstorm user 





Keep control of all your 
ideas, afterthoughts, 
plans and reminders with 
Brainstorm - the fast 
and easy to use ideas 
processor. 
Thousands of 
satisfied users. 



To; BrainSlorm Software, FREEPOST, Ruislip, MicWIesex, HA4 8BR. 
Please rusfi me: \~\ My copy of Brainstorm + manual 
I I Further information 



£29.99 
inclusive 



Name: .... 
Address: . 



Juim 




VISA 



Telephone 

0895 

677845 

iJOur full address is 1 8 Counlands Close, Ruislip, Middlesex^ HA4BAXV 




Competition 



Find the PCW-related words below and you could 
win a fabulous 3.5" internal drive for your PCW! 



Win! 







. -T:)' 



^3 






Lei your PCW da the talking • to a PC, wlHi 
the help ol a 3.5" Internal drivei 



The quest for communlcaiion is 
one which has preoccupied 
civilisation sinte lime began. 
Every dcveiopnienl, from cave 
paintings to saiclllie heams, provch 
beyond doubi thai man was niaJe to 
coiuaci (ithers. 

So. how does this facer of evolution 
relate to the PCW? The intlucncc is 
clearly in evidence: communications 
technology allows your PCW lo 'talk' 
to its peers via modems, fas machines 
and the hosl of subsidiary hard and 
software relaied to those mediums. 

However, one anw which is 
becoming increasingly peninent to Ihe 
business of communications is the 
PCW's ability lo converse with its 
infamous elder brother. Ihe PC. The 
need arises chiefly in ihe classic 
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siiuation of home versus work; or, as 
seems to be ihe case more and more. 
PCW versus PC. It can be frustrating lo 
constantly switch between the two 
different machines; to leave work, and 
have to re-sian a project in a new 
formal, with new .software, and a 
completely different operating code. 

There are three solutions to the 
problem, lite Hrsi is to lit a 5.25" 
exiemal drive to the PCW, This means 
that doc u men IS can be prepared on the 
PCW. and. with the help of whai could 
best be described as 'interpreting' 
software, prepare Ihem for storage and 
exchange in a PC format on the larger 
disc. The second is to repeat the very 
same procedure with an external 3.5" 
drive - the size of the drive which you 
select should correspond with that 
present on the PC you will be in 
contact with. 

The third option is to dispense with 
matters external altogether, and fit the 
3.5" drive to the PCW internally. 
This means thai you can have all ihe 
means of communications with die PC 
embodied in one user- friendly machine 
- a marriage of convenience of the most 
respectable kind. 

And that is where Cumbria-based 
Silicon City come in. The company 
produce the very drive we are talking 
about - and this month's fully illustrated 
guide on page 45 shows you just how lo 
install it safely into your PCW. 

Forget initial qualms about space 
shortage and PCW-but the ring - the 
process is perfectly harmless and. dare 
we boasl. easy to carry ouil 

Each machine in the PCW range has 
a slightly different drive and insiallalion 
procedure. Last month, we covered the 
procedure for the 95 1 2. this month its 
the lum of the H256. and in August we 
will be looking at die 8512. 

That's why our special compelilion 
comes at the perfect lime for those of 
you who are thinking of adding an 
interna! drive. Silicon City have 
generously donated a 3,5" drive for this 
month's priie. All you have to do to is 
to discover the six PCW-related words 
hidden in the square opposite, send your 
answer in on a postcani. and keep 
everything crossed on 25th August 
when the winner is pulled from the hat! 

Remember to state your machine 
type, and then post your answers to 
80nO Plus. Drive Competition. 29 
Monmouth Street, Bath BAI 2AP, 

The words, by the way. are arranged 
forwards, backwards, and diagonally in 
either form just to make it really 
difficuhl Good luck! 




NEXT MONTH! 



Matter of Fax 

Tearing your hair oul over your 
fax machine'.' Can'I get it tu work 
with your PCW? Worry nu mure. 
Next month, we iron oul many of 
Ihe problems which you\e 
brought to light in your letters. 
So. if you're In a fix with a fax. 
stand by! 

The Write Lines 

if freelance writing is your line of 
work, you'll be well aware of the 
problems involved with circulating 
your work for publication. Did you 
send that feature to the Evening 
Echo or the Morning Star'.' What 
was the response? Next month, Ihe 
edilor of a science Itction magazine 
gives you some useful hints and 
tips to help you become more 
organised in your approach to 
submitting freelance work. And, 
there's even a special section on 
how to incorporate LocuFile into 
the proceedings! Don't miss next 
month's feature! 

SuperCalc Surgery 

Popular though it is. SuperCalc is 
one of the more troublesome 
spreadsheets when It comes to 
deciphering the basics. Fret no 
more, for help is at hand In next 
month's 8000 Plus. We've a special 
feature on how to carry out a 
simple monitor of domestic 
expenditure using Supercalc. 
aimed especially at Ihe newcomer 
to the program. So, if your books 
need balancing but SuperCalc has 
put you in a spin, a month's wait 
will certainly pay off! 

Accounting for... 

If you're in need of an accounts 
program which is truly friendly - 
and won't break the bank, 
August's i.ssue has a treat in store. 
Codex Accounts is just Ihe 
program for first timers -so don't 
forget to invest in next month's 
issue of 8000 Plus! 



The August issue of 




is on sale on July 25th. 

Order your copy now • 
using the coupon on page 53! 



I vtff ow Pool© shop . , . 



f 



INewOrdiard .^^ . . ^ 
High Street JTOPEN ' 

POOLE > 9-5 

"0™^' -< llofl/Sot 

flH)5 ILV 7 " 

Ship; (0202) 669668 

fox: 0202 - 668208 
PAPER 




cost effective computing starts here . 



com|3ijrt:er 

S order Ifne: 0202 - 666155 

Moll Ofdat Division: Unit 2A, S(«rt8 Ind Ett., Starla M, Pook. Dof»t BH15 2U 



-=l?a ^5 ^ ° 





/^ECSr QUALITY white, wood Iree ■ LOW DUST apecilicstion ^ 




/ irx9,5- 


SOgsm FANFOLD LISTING 2000 £13.95 




/ nx9,5- 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 2000 £15.95 




/ nx9.5- 


85gsm LETTER QUAUTY 1000 £10.95 




/ A1 size 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 2000 £19.95 




H 


A4 size 


aSgsm LETTER QUALITY 1000 £11.95 






nx9,5- 


NCR 2-PART PLAIN 1000 £21.95 






11x9.5- 


NCR 3-PART PLAIN 700 £2-1.95 






-ind o) courie therc'i our own UNIQUE AS continuous paper 






A5 Size 


BOqsm LETTER QUALITY 1000 £11.95 , 





TOP QUALITY FANFOLD LABELS FROM 


^ AVERV 




ADDRESS SIZE: 3.5 x 


1.5- 


availtble t 


or 2 acrou 




2.75 X 1.00" £2.75 




4.00 X 


1.00- 


£3.10 




2.75 X 1,50- £3,70 




1.00 X 


1.50" 


£1.50 




3.50 X 1.00- £3-15 




1.00 X 


2.00- 


£6.50 




3.50x1. 50- £3.75 




5.00 X 
5.00 X 


1.00- 
1.50- 


£3.95 
£5.95 




3.50 K 2.00- £6.30 




5.00 X 


2.00- 


£7.50 




- AU PRICES ARE 


per 1000 - 









CARRIAGE - Paper and Labels are subject 
lo an extra charge towards delivery.- PLEASE SEE BELOW 

PERSONAL ORGANISER PAPER 



FABRIC 

RIBBON 

RE-INKING 

FORMULA 



3 lutmv-friaidly 
product from 
OFFICE'2l 

.11" 




Fanfold paper for your organiser! 
Use witti LocoScript etc or specialist progrKns! 
6.5-in deep (39 lines) by 3,75-in wide ♦ edge strips 
HOgsm white paper with microperfed edges. 

250-pack £g.qs, SOO-pack fK.qS X^^" 



DISKS 



THE VERY BEST -mBXBll CF2 3' HIGH GRADE DISKS 
suits all 3- drives, single or douWe density 

5 for iust £11.50 10 (or jjsl £21.<75 

20 ior just £^3.40 plus FREE 

LOCKABLE DISK BANK (holds 20*! WORTH £9.95 
*CF-2 Disk lat>els: £2 per 50 whien ordered with other goods. 



DUST COVER SETS: - orolect your computer from liles 
litile mishaps - Coffee/Childrer/Pels/Diisl Machine washable 

8256 * 8512 * 9512 * 9512+S/Feed8r £<?.qs 
PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS - All styles £5.95 ea. 
THE DESK TOP STRIPPER I -strips the perforated edges 
(rom (aniold paper. VERY USEFUL our price £9,95 



RIBBONS 



ALL TOP UK BRANDS 



B256 

8256 

»B256 

8256 



Black fabric std 
Fabric LONGLIFE 
F^nc colours 
Mull Is tr ike films 



2711 FN 
2741 LL 
2741 Col 
2741MS 



£3-95 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£3,95 



Band B 
Band C 
Band C 
Band 8 



8256 ribbons also suit the B512 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for these printers 

9512 Black fabric std 2746FN £3,95 Band B 

9512 Fabric LONGUFE 2746LL £1,95 Band C 

*9512 F*ric coburs 2746Col £1,95 Band C 

9512 Multistrike films 2716MS £3.95 Band B 

tiuHistnke films are the kind supplied with new 9512's 
but FABRIC ribbons can be jsed with Re-inK, to further 
increase the printing life of the ribbon, 

UFETIMES: Multistrike Films 100K chars 
Fabric std 400K chrs 
* Fabric LONGUFE 750K dars 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 8256/9512: - Blue/ Brow n/Red/Green 
Buying more Itian one 7 2 - oil 5 - off 

Price Band B £7.4S £16.<TS 
Price Band C £SMS £1*».<TS 




Still throwing your old ribbons away? 

try 




Simple, easy re-inking at homel 

One can will Re-inK up to 30PCW 
rit^tms or top-up 100+11 



J CoH^hUly ozoM'friendtr 

J Contains NO propellaitts w harmful solvents 

4 kecyelabie aluminium can 

J Superb quality dense black ink 



only 
£12.4s 



All fabric ribbons have prass-on t^s . . . Just lift off the t(^, 

spray on a teaspoon firi or two of ink and leave to dry. 

For CLEAN, CL£AK, BLACK PRINT. . . again and again and again . , . 



** PLEASE STATE WHICH PCW YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE *♦ 



Cracker II Turbo Spreadsheet £36.95 

Cracker II Turbo PLUS £39.95 

dBase II database £49,95 

Home Entertainment Centre £20,95 

Knile Plus £18,95 

LocoScript 2 £27,95 

LocoSpell 2 £22.95 

LocoScript a Spell Combo £37.95 

LocoFile (8256/8512) £32-95 

LocoFile (9512) £32.95 

LocoMai! (8256/8512) £28,95 

LocoFile & Mail Combo £47,95 

LocoFile a Script 2 Combo £42.95 

LocoFont Combo (9-pin) £27.95 

LocoFont 24 Combo £27.95 

Loco Printer Support Pack £27.95 



MAP Stock Control £49.95 

MasterFile 8000 £45.95 

MicroDesign 1 £49.95 

MicroDesign 1 * Mouse & l/F £89,95 

Mini Office Professional £29,95 

Hone}- Manager PCW £67,95 

Professtonal Adventure Writer £24,95 

Protext Word Processor £59,95 



Derek Rogers Total Accounting £79,95 
Rogers Demonstration Disk £ 4,95 

(Refundable on return if ordering full version) 



Sage Payroll 
Sage Popular Accounts 
Sage Popular Accounts Plus 
Stockmarket 2 



£59.95 
£82,95 
£G9,95 
£44-95 



* Mouse & Interlace only £49,95 * Mouse mat only £4,95 
* CPS 8256 Serial/Parallel Printer interface only £59.95 



^ 



NO VAT INCREASE WITH CASPELL 

(VtoV« ob sof bwj the <Jiffer<wK:^) 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

3^ some day dospotch -t- 1st doss delivery 

9 Al I |TFM<; FRFF HFI IVFRV oirront PnnM- & I nKolc 



ALL ITEMS FREE DELIVERY except Paper & Labels 

• HOW TO ORDER 



order by FREEPOST 

CASPELL COMPUTER 

Dept 8K order bu PHONE 

FREEPOST (»•«««« , , .-.w-w- 

pooie S 0202 - 666155 

Dorset BH15 2BR ^_ ^„ „, ^ _ 

rwn 4 - LINES * 24 tira I 

PAYMENT ^^ " 

CHEQUES - made payable to CASPELL COMPUTER 



coil Of SHOP or WAREHOUSE 

See top lor addresses 

order by FAX 

«0202 ~ 668208 
24 hrs 

VISA and ACCESS POSTAL ORDERS 



DELIVERY PAPER 

UK MAINLAND (except Personal Organiser) LABELS 

(any quantity) (any quantity) 

3/5 DAY SERVICE £5,00 £2,50 

NEXT DAY SERVICE: £10.00 £10,00 

(orders piscsd by 3:00pm) 

OVERSEAS: (oplional insurance] PERSONAL CALLERS 

Surface shipping al cost Free of Charge (of course!) 



EVERYTHING 
ELSE 

(any quantity) 
£ FREE 
£10,00 



COPIES OF OUR TERIMS OF TRADING ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR 28 DAYS 




4 essential 



from NewStar 




\' 



New 

Cracker 2 turbo plus 

Now Supports 3 times the available 
worksheet! 



Cracker 2 turbo plus is the power- 
ful, user friendly graptiics spread- 
sheet specially written forthePCW 
0256,8512 and 9512. Fast and 
easy to use, with a wide variety of 
graph styles, why settle for a text-only spreadsheet 
when the best costs less? 

Cracker 2 lurbo plus is capable of checking 
entries for error as data is keyed into a work sheet. 
Arithmetic, logic and syntax are all checked before 
being accepted. 

Once a worksheet has been created Cracker 2 
turbopluscantranslalethese figures into graphs, in 
high resolution, either an the screen or to an Epson 
compatible printer. Bar graphs, pie charts, line 
graphs, logarithmic, scatter and hi lo graphs can all 




be produced. 

Buitl-in functions are available for doing statis- 
tical analysis, complex logic and highermalhemat- 
ics. Special functions for cashflow calculationsand 
tax assessments are also provided. 

• Cracker 2 turbo plus supports 52 columns by 
255 rows 

• Makes full use of the PCW 32 line screen 

• Extensive graphing capabilities 

• On-line help and error checking 



Touch'n'Go 

Typing Tutorial 

24 Hours to Keyboard mastery. 

Yes, in just-24 hours, with a little concentrated 
eflbrt you can be touch typing at 40 words per 
minute, with an alphabetic accuracy of 95%, and 
a numeric accuracy of 100%. 

Consists of a series of 62 self paced lessons, 
which the program will not allow you to advance 
through until you have reached a certain degree of 
competence. 

Touch'n'Go displays all your mistakes and 
also the speed and accuracy with which you 
complete each lesson. You can keep log files of 
progress and resume at any lime, just where you 
left off. 

Price:£21.69+VAT 



C-STAM 

File Transfer System 

The simple and efficient method of 
transferring data between a PCW 
to a PC or PPC - and back again! 

TransterfilesbetweenlheserialportofaPCWand 
any IBM compatible PC using C-STAM. Ideal for 
anyone upgrading lo a PC, or for offices where 
both types of machine are in use. 

C-STAM will transfer any ASCII files for useon 
all your favourite programs — for example 
LocoScripl PCW lo WordPerfect and Cracker 2 
turbo plus to Lotus 1 23 and vice versa! 

Fast and simple to set up and use, C-STAM 
comes complete with 3", 31/2" and 51/4" disks, 
connecting cable and full instructions for use. 

Price: £39.95 +VAT Serial Irlerface not included. 



SCAR 

1a 



NewSlar Software Distribution Limited, 
^ The Widford Old Rectory, London Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE 
Tel: (0245) 2650! 7 Fax: (0245] 263969 



NewWord 2 pcw 

The classic WordStar look-alike 
wordprocessor for the PCW. 

NewWord 2 operates under the CPM operating 
system, and uses the universally recognised codes 
of WorelStar. So if you have already learned how 
lo use WordStar, you will be immediately up and 
running with NewWord 2 PCW, with virtually no 
additional learning required. 

Mailmerge facilities use standard files that can 
be exported from most databases, and a fast and 
versatile spelling corrector proof reads yourdocu- 
ments, prompting you with suggested spellings if 
you need them. There's even a set of dictionary 
manipulation utilities to help with anagram and 
crossword puzzles! — 

Price: £60.83 +VAT 



NewStar Catalogue 

Write or Phone for our free 54 page catalogue of 
IBM and PCW software. , . FREE - ]usl ask! 



NewStar Cataloaue 

Kdltlon: 10 




^"^ Ai-tatrma t~t*wmrw 



• Special section devoted to PCW users 

• Packed with useful lips and information 

• More products 

• Business and educational software 

The PCW seclion covers. Accounts, Wordpro- 
cessing. Database and Graphics. 

And includes - the full Locomotive range, 
Micro-design 2,Maslerfile8000, Money Manager, 
Sage, MAP, dBASE II, Cracker 2, NewWord 2, the 
fist goes on and on. ., 




BEAiJFour) CoijKT, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon, BAl 2AP 

Telephone: 0225 442244 
FAS: 0225 446019 



Hello! 



Welcome to July's 8000 Plus! I Ihink thai there is probably one word which springs to mind as I write - 
and thai is printers. We've been surrounded by the things for a month, and in a small office, that is 
quite a significant limitation on space. Imagine if you had five fairly bulky machines at your work sta- 
tion; you can very easily lose sight of your desk for a few days! However, space consuaints aside, there 
was a very good reason for having all this equipment in the office, which wUl be revealed if you turn to 
page 10 of this issue. The feature was devised in response to several subscriber's letters, so it really does 
prove that if there is enough support for an idea, it will come to fruition in the magazine! 

The problem with external printing seems to be that not enough is explained about how to convince 
various software packages to co-operate with the external printers on the market. It's all very well con- 
necting your printer to the PCW. but there is no further explanaUon about compatibility. This situaUon is 
unbelievably frustrating, especially if you've spent several hundred pounds on your purchase. What 
we've tried to do this month is to show you how to get to grips with your printer, and how to make 
sure that it communicates effectively with the PCW. We've answered as many of your questions as pos- 
sible, and hopefully you'll come away understanding a Utile more about the theory - and ihe practice - 
of external printing! 

If you haven't got an external printer, there's still plenty more for you to enjoy in July's 8000 Plus. 
We've had a fanusUc new product in for review from SCA Systems; called Pro8256, it is a superb perfor- 
mance booster for (you guessed it!) the PCW8256. It adds instant extra memory, and also provides two 
ports for the back of the machine, so that you can add extras without having to make inconvenient 
decisions about priority. Continuing the 8256 theme, we've also looked at how to install an internal 3.5" 
drive to the machine - and you have the chance to win one (whatever model you own) in this month's 
competition. 

Postscript has been the fomm for some quite furious debate this month, so why not have a read 
through, and send me >o«r views! Remember to code-mark your envelope SL so that I can give your 
letter priority over the rest. 

Just one more thing; many of you have ordered the 8000 Plus Guide to Micro Design, details of which 
are given on page 36 of this month's issue. I've had a number of letters and telephone calls from people 
who haven't yet received their copy. The message is, don't panic; the book missed its 'slot' at the print- 
ers, and we have been allocated a new date for publication. If you have ordered it, it will be with you 
within a couple of weeks. Please accept my apologies for the delay, and hold on for a litde longer. As 
Lhey say, the best things in life are worth waiting for, and that is never more true than in this case! 
That's all for now; I hope you enjoy July's 8000 Plus, and I look forward to receiving more of your let- 
ters over the coming weeks! 



Scp^y^ 



Sophie Lankenau 
Editor, 8000 Plus 
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